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Ministry of External Affairs ^ 

(Asia Pacific Division) ( — ~y~ 


Ssi^i 


Subject : Controversy regarding the ashes of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 


JS(AP) may kindly see with reference to FR, a letter from 
Prof. Samar Guha *?‘M . P . to MOS(RLB) and FS’s minutes on the FR. 


2. Prof. Guha and Shri Dinesh Goswami , Members of 
Parliament had written to the then Prime Minister, Shri 
Chandrasekhar, seeking a high-level enquiry into the issue of 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


3. Vide PMO’s endorsement No. 870/11/P/10/91 dated 24.4.1991 
(Flag ’A’), Director (PMO) had informed the MEA, that "no 
further action is reqauired by Ministry of External Affairs in 
view of the recent CCPA dicision that no useful purpose would 
be served by yet another enquiry". Therefore, no enquiry was 
instituted by the Ministry of External Affairs. 

4. Thereafter, the then Minister of State for External 
Affairs, Shri Digvijay Singh had acknowledged Prof. Samar 
Guha’s letter to the then Deputy Prime Minister Shri Devi Lai 
on the issue (Flag ’B') on March 26, 1991, indicating that 
"Ministry has already initiated follow-up action in this 
regard. We are awaiting results to our enquiry". This 
comunication has been interpreted by Prof . Samar Guha as 
indication that a high-level enquiry was instituted by the 
Chandrashekhar Government. Subsequent to this letter of the 
then Minister of State for External Affairs, which has been 
reproduced in Prof. Guha’s pamphlet titled "Country must know 
what happened to Netaji" on page 7, Prof. Samar Guha has 
sought to know from the Ministry of External Affairs regarding 
the results of the "enquiry ", several times. 

4. Shri Dinesh Singh, EAM, has written to Prof. Guha on May 
25, 1993 (Flag C) replying to his various letters on the 
subject . 


Director XAc'TP. ) 
JS(A.P>) 




w 

( Dr. Madhup Mohta ) 
Deputy Secretary (A.P.) 
16.6.1994 










Ministry of External Affairs 
Office of Joint Secretary ( AF‘ ) 


As desired by FS, matter was discussed by me with 
MOS(RLB). MOS(RLB) directed that we should put an end to 
this long-standing correspondence, since no new 
conclusive evidence has emerged. MOS<RLB) suggest that 
the onus should be put on Shri Samar Suha to produce such 
evidence, failing which there was little extra that we 
could do. 



Accordingly, a draft .letter is placed below from 
MOS(RLB) , addressed to Shri Framed Mahajan and copy to 
Shri Samar Suha. 

FS/'MOS<RL.B) mav kindly see. 
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MOST IMMED I ATE / COURT CASE 


MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


Transfer Petition (Civil) No. 103 of 1994 read 
with SLP (Civil) No. 628 of 1994 in writ petition C.O. 
No. 6720 (W) of 1993 filed by Shri Bijan Ghosh in the 
High Court of Calcutta relating to conferment of Bharat 
Ratna (posthumoust ly ) on Netaji Subash Chander Bose 
was heard in the Supreme Court of India on 2nd May, 
1994 , by a two Member Bench presided over by Hon’ble 
the Chief Justice of India. After hearing both the 
parties the Hon‘ble two Member Bench ordered that 
the case pending in the Calcutta High Court be withdrawn 
to the Supreme Court and the Registry of the Supreme 
Court will take further necessary action. The Hon'ble 
two Member Bench also fixed 26th July, 1994 as next 
date of hearing. 



2. The matter was listed on 26th July, 1994, 

but did not reach that day. However, on a subsequent 
request by Prof. Samar Guha , one of the added Respondents 
the Hon^le two Member Bench presided over by Chief 
Justice of India was pleased to fix 4th August, 1994 

to enable Shri Guha to present his case. 

3. In connection with the hearing of the case 

on 4th August, 1994, a briefing meeting was taken 
by Additional Solicitor General, Shri Altaf Ahmed. 
During the discussions, Shri Ahmed desired that the 

relevant records relating to Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
may be kept ready and made available to him for his 
perusal and deciding the further course of action 
in the matter. It is therefore, requested that special 
efforts may be made to locate the relevant files/ 
records under reference and the same made available 
to me by 3rd August^l9_9 4 . 






( M. Venkateswara Iyer } 
Joint Secretary (Adam . ) 
'<X ■ 1.8.1994. 


y y 



Ministry of External Affairs(Shri Vijay Kumar,Joint 
Secretary-Coordination ) 

MHA I.D. No . 1 / 2 7 / 9 1 -Publ ic dated 1.8.1994. 
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No. 77/Dir ( EE )/94 

Ministry of External Affairs 
(Europe East Division) 


Reference Coordination Division's note No . 211/Coord/94 
regarding the writ petition on the awarding of Bharat Ratna 
to Netaji. 

2. AP Division is the nodal division in the Ministry, 
dealing with all matters pertaining to Netaji. All 
information available with EE Division has already been sent 
to AP Division. It is, therefore, understood that AP 
Division would take necessary action on the request made by 
JS( Coord) . 

(S JjraishankSr ) 
Director (EE) 
13.1.94 

Dir (AP) - Smt. P R Sharma 


Copy to JS(Coord), MEA, South Block, New Delhi. 

(S Jaishankar) 

irtit. u— !<j . 



4 - 1' ■ o-^ 


U k) PW Cffl) / ^ 

che-olt^ij. us* It 1+4 j i t 9 ^ ’ 

C ^-4r^t lu^^yfy * O " T.et: lod^t) 

udcJldv buZ Gxr^b d.£jzd.(Ly 

y-t \fdeA vt) to ees^i-tsy 

Jj'ji x/t^C ^OvC'u^^c- rv^t^ 


StfolMK ify 
whT 




^Vv^t 

X\^ 0 &?~e 

'1 w -< ^^7 'X-' i 

7^~v - (. T <c (f- 7 ^“ /u - 

ytij) 


C 


^3 


/T^j xs 


^/Vv>» — ' — ^7 


crt -iU7 




u>&? A.'n—'-l ■ _ ^ ^ 





i *U- >«- vdZsziCt n 


7 WU 


7 


/lt 


T k-fi 






r #*&£ "C ^vV 

So cm) 

7 ■ x- % • 


)v 


■L Cr • kf 

Aaa i?r< r • 

I 1 




Ts^T;^ • 


J 



JkVfJ 


\kju^.S> v 


7 -MV 


r 



ww 


)i i° 


r* 


- 6 - 

5-y . A/» ' 

fi 1 ' 

as—* • ( V X 

4 




\ ! £6 





^/x|?v 




T 


v 




Ljp-o-e 


/IvJUCtJO 


JS(AP) ' s Office 


rec a 11 t ha ! 
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Ashis Rav had written 
FS may kindly sn 1 his 
reply at serial No.- 17. In his letter, Shri Ashis Rav 
had basically made sax points (flag A). Point no. 2 , 

made by Shri Ashi*. Ray, was that the Japanese 
Government had confirmed Netaji's death ami that this 
report existed in the Archives of our Embassy in Tokyo 
as also MEA. We had written to our Ambassador in this 
regard and his reply may please be seen at FR. The 
Japanese letter states that the \ remation permit was in 
the name of Ichiro Okura . They have also stated I hat 
they believe that the cremation permit of Ichiro Qkura 
must correspond to the case of the late Subhash Chandra 
Bose . 

2. The fact of the matter is that both the enquiry 

commissions, appointed by the Government, confirmed 
that Netaji had died in an air crash at Taipei. 
Opponents nf this, however, do not accept this and 
maintain that he is si il l alive. Separately, I 
understand that MHA is preparing a note for PMli and 
htwr <v,knl a i ppy of this letter from our Ambassador. 
This is beinq sent to them. 


3. 


FS may kindly see. 




( R.S. Kalha ) 
Joint Secy. <AP) f 
24/10/94. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 


I had dinner with the Japanese Ambassador Mr. Chusei 
Yamada, last evening. During the course of the evening, he 
raised the question of Netaji's ashes, which are kept in Japan. 
He said that Netaji's daughter from his German wife, Mrs. Anita 
Bose Pfaff, is currently in India and had spoken to him a few 
days ago. She had expressed the desire that Netaji's ashes 
should not be kept in Japan much longer and should, if possible, 
be brought to India. She said that she will be discussing this 
matter with other members of Netaji's family and try to forge a 
consensus within the family. If this does not prove possible, 
she would like to take the ashes to her mother, who seems to live 
in Germany. (The Ambassador was not very clear whether she lives 
in Austria or Germany.) The Japanese Ambassador said that they 
feel that the wishes of the family would have to be given some 
weight and that they would be expected to respond to her request 
soon. The Ambassador did however tell her that they would need 
to consider GOI ' s reactions also. Mrs. Pfaff responded that she 
will be writing to PM on this matter. She also requested the 
Ambassador not to contact the Indian Government till she has had 
a chance to consult the family and to write to PM. He felt 
however that he must convey it to us, at least informally. He 
also wanted my reaction. 


2. I said that I will naturally have to inform MEA . I 
also stressed that this matter was politically sensitive and one 
must proceed with caution. While the wishes of the family are no 
doubt important, Indians consider this a matter of national 
importance. The Ambassador confirmed that nothing is going to be 
done in a hurry. In any case, Mrs. Pfaff also felt that a proper 
ceremony would need to be held if ultimately it was decided (and 
agreed) to move the ashes. She felt that such a ceremony was 
perhaps best held at the time of the annual function to mark the 
death anniversary of Netaji, on August 17. 

3. JS (AP) may like to examine this matter and seek 
Foreign Secretary's directions. In my further discussions with 
the Ambassador, I got the impression that the Japanese Government 
itself has no serious problems with the ashes continuing to stay 
in Tokyo. I will however be able to make an assessment only on 
my arrival in Tokyo. 



(Kuldip 

— Ambassador Designate 

to Tokyo 
Camp New Delhi 
16.02.95 


JS (AP) 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
( Asia Pacific Division ) 



F.S. may kindly see note' recorded 
by our Ambassador (Designate) to Tokyo regarding 
ashes of Netaji Subhash Chander Bose. In 1 

the first instance, the above information C 
may be forwarded to MHA which is the nodal J 
Ministry handling this issue. We would also 
forward a copy to PMO for their information. 


°J 


H- 





2. It has always been our position that 

the family of Netaji should arrive at a consensus 
on what steps should be taken regarding the 
ashes of Netaji which are kept in the Renkoji 
temple near Tokyo. If it is possible that 
Netaji 's daughter is able to achieve a consensus 
then the matter for the Government of India 
would become relatively simple. However, 

if there continue^ to be dissenting views, 
as they are at present, then it is best that 
its status-quo is retained. However, what 

Government wishes to do would depend largely 
upon whether Netaji 's daughter is able to 
achieve a consensus or not. For the present 
we can continue to watch the situation carefully 
and see whether she is able to make progress. 
Our attitude would naturally depend upon 

the outcome of her efforts. 


May kindly see for orders. 


* GJr- 

t4. 





( R.S. Kalha ) 
Joint Secretary (AP) 
February 17, 1995 


u 

T 


A to C ***(•**» "J ~ 

^ u L t- la 

i Hr- ^ ^ 

UM ^ U ^ , • /U 

-^P- r / 


ft*/ (S' 





J- /Ifwvfw 




if] 


s/«J 




v*'e c/i-r//y»s -Qr" i^.Z 


Ministry of External Affairs 

(East Asia Division) ^ 

(j e (c * /nc f ^ 

As desired by DS (FSO) , it is confirmed that the 
subject matter of controversy regarding Netaji's death and 
bringing ashes to India is handled by MHA . A 
communication addressed by Principal Secretary to PM to 
Home Secretary may please be seen at Flag A. 




(Yog^shwar Varma) 
Director (EA) 
03.07.95 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
East Asia Division 


Subject: EAM's Visit to Japan, 6-10 September , 1995 








In discussions with our Embassy, Japanese Foreign 
Office have indicated that Japanese side, raised the 
issue of Netaji's ashes. They would like a decision to 
be taken regarding transfer of the ashes to India. 
GAIMUSHO would like to discuss the matter with all 
concerned parties. Japanese side wishes to know our 
view on how the issue should be handled. They also seek 
guidance on the press briefing on this issue. 

2. Our view, on this issue, has been consistent, i.e., 

a consensus amongst all parties concerned must be 
evolved before the ashes can be brought back. This was 
the position taken by PM in response to questions at 

the Press Conference during his visit to Kuala Lumpur 
last month. 

3 . We may reiterate this position to the Japanese side 
if the subject is raised. As regards GAIMUSHO being in 
touch with various parties, we may say that while we have 
no objection to their discussing the issue with various 
parties concerned, this should be done in close 
coordination with GOI . Press briefings should be 
focussed on the aspect of consensus and continuing 
consultation. Following formulation could be used: 

Both Governments are aware of the sentiment 
that the memory of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose 
should be accorded due respect. On the ques- 
tion of the ashes of Netaji, an appropriate 
decision can be taken once a consensus emerges 
amongst the parties concerned regarding its 
future upkeep. 


The above is being suggested since 
Japanese side would like a written formulation which 
would like a written formulation which could be 
translated in Japanese language for their press. 


4 


9 


5 . The other issues mentioned by the Japanese side have 
been covered in the Talking Points which FS have 
separately approved. 

(T.C.A. Rangadhariy 
Joint Secretary EA) 
4.9.95 

fc ^ f(t IIm Sl/y ( i I 



t/v/ 


vc wl-Wt Mjvviwy Hvrril wv 

%L (vWmV Ia/V 

(As^aa Wli( it bolriiA . ' 



I 

k a ,/\ it / 




r- n - 


f* 


ay) Va^'oW) 'v^jv<ri lo" | do A; V-J y < 

/^^W^’irvvi'^ f/UT rY)«~*jh'^ ttf 2r/VM f 

tyvfA V^*Wo/ <£? <£ + 4 I 0 L 4 MrJ^J 

yw) C^k^j^- Wj a /^ uu 

Iw; jjAj ^ 





4 


-13 - 


fr*~ / zz -if* \tol% 







", 


A 9 




Ministry of External Affairs 

(East Asia Division) 

* -v * * 


Placed below is a transcript of an interview with Dr. 
Taneyoshi Yoshimi who was the doctor who treated Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose after the air crash at Taihoku on 18 
August 1945. Dr. Yoshimi is categoric in his recollection 
that the patient whom he treated was Netaji and that he 
died that day. 


2. Submitted for information. 

3. FS may wish to show this to EAM. 


r l 


(T.C.A. Rangachari) 
y (EA) 
2.1995 


Joint Secrptar 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Coordination Division) 



MOST 1 M M t: D. I A ■ ft E 


SUB: Writ Petition No -C .0 . 6720 ( W ) of 1993 filed in the 
Calcutta High Court by Shri Bijan Ghosh challenging 
the declaration of Bharat Ratna Award posthumously 
to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, 


A Writ Petition No, C,O.6720(W) of 1993 has 
teen .filed by one Shri Eiisn Ghosh in Calcutta High 
Court, challenging the delcaration of Bharat Ratna Award 
posthumously to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose by the Union 
of India, 


The Petitioner has filed an application before 
the non. Court and has pravea to implead Secretary, 
Ministry of External Afrairs and the case is fixed tor 
19,1.1994, The Ministry has decided to seek adjournment 
on 19.1.1994 asking for a reasonable time sc as to enable 
the Government of India, Ministry of External Affairs, 
to prepare a Counter Affidavit for which the information 
is requireo tc be collected in the Ministry and I rein 
various Missions abroad . A copy of application together 
with a copy cf amended Writ Petition is enclosed. 


Heads of concerned Territorial Divisions may 
kindly arrange to collect the required information and 
o r o v i d e the same to t h e undersigned urgently. 


y pa rate 
Copy : 




\ , 

^ i i y . / M. m v_ 
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(V1JAY KUMAR) 


JOINT SECRETAR Y(COORD. ; 

A f| 

11 .1 .1994 

J S ( EE ) 

JS( AMS) 
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JS(EW ) 

JS(NE) 


1 


A 


u 


MlTBlCt . CALCUTTA 

IN BTE BIO.” COURT AT CALCUTTA 
CONSTITUTIONAL WRIT JfRISDICTIOK 
APPELLATE SIDE 


In tbs Matter of t 
An application for addition of 
Parties | 

» And - 

In.tti t J lftttaf .aX » 

An application under Article 226 of 
the Constitution of India } 

- And - 

In the Matter of i 

C.O. No. 6780 (V) of 1993 \ 

• And - 

In the Hatter of > 



PETITION HR. 


- Versus • 

ORION or INDIA AND 0 TBSR 8 .. RTS PONDER TR 


TO 

The Bon' Ole Rr< A.K. Bbetteebarjee, Chief Jestioe and 
Vie Gelation /notions of the said Ron 'his court. 



eon td. . . V. 



I 

•i a i* 

The homble petition of the petitioner 
aboven amed so at respectfully - 



a ^j.v 1 1 8.1 

1* Tour petitioner la a citizen of Indie m*d the 

petitioner In the abort writ application pending before 
this Bon’ble Coart* 


2* The said writ petition has since been amended 

with the la are of this Hon'ble Court and an emended writ 
application aerified bp an affidavit affirmed on 2nd 
December 1903 has been filed before this Hor.’ble Court 
on the 6th December, 1903, m advance copy thereof avlng 
been tarred on the respondents on or about 23rd November 
1993* The eald Civil Order is fixed for next hearing on 
the 19th Jreuary 1904* 

8* In the meantime because of disclosure of certain 
facts referred to hereinafter In detail, It has become 
necessary to add the following as parties/respondents to 
the vrlt application In the ends of justice i- 

(a) secretary to the Gore resent of India, 

Mini ■ try of External iffaire, lev Delhi, red 

(b) Secretary to the Government of India, 

XlAlstsy of Defence, lev Delhi. 


rent *«•«*• 
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(o) The K mi aging editor, Worth Indian Patrlka, 
All ah abed Patrlka (P) Limited, 6, Patrlka Marg, 
Allahabad. 


i 


4. Profeeeor 3«var Doha, who ha* bean added by tMs 

Eon'ble Coart as a party to the present proceedings under 
the order dated the 29th September, 1993, has filed an 
affidavit before this Eon’ble court daring the hearing 
of the ease on 6th December 1993. In the said affidavit, 
the said added respondent has referred to certain oorree- 

I pondence between hie end 3hri Dineeh Singh, the "bn’ble 
Minister for External Affairs, Government of India, as 
veil as between Dr. triguna Sen and the said Hon'blc 
Minister* Professor Samar Guha has also referred in Ms 
affidavit to a letter received by s&f on 29th March 199' 

I from Shri Digbijey Singh, Deputy Minister for External 
Affairs, Government of India* Reference hag also been 
made to certain specific documents relating to the dis- 
appearance «d whereabout of Vetajl Subhas Chndra Rose, 
vhi are either in the possession of or enable of being 
procured aid produced by the Ministry of External Affaire, 
Government of India. Copies of professor Samar Guha 1 a 
letter to Mr. Bremev, Mr* Mekhll Qorvaohv «d Mr* Borle 
Teltsin, the present president of the Federation of 
Russia, ee eking Information about letajl Sub has Shsndra 
Dose, hecve eleo been mmexed to the eaid affidavit of 
Frofeeeor Smear Doha* 

OOQ td« * • Am 
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While the above-men tioned letter of shrl Digpljoy 


Singh oontalne an affirmation by the Ministry of txtsrnal 
Affairs that the fbllow-up action regarding hig -levsl 
investigation into secret documents on the disappearance 
of lfetaji subhas Chandra Bo •• has already be en initia te!, 
the letter dated the 6th March 1D93 of the present Minis- 
ter for External Afffclrs addressed to Professor Samar 
Cuba contains the following reply »- 


• I entirely agree with you that the riddle about 
disappearance of ietajl should be solved* I %m 
assure you we shall do sverything possible in this 
regard* You have made suggestions which arc jm 
very lmportmt aid I am having the matter examined 
as to how best we should proceed further *• 



affidavit the following portion from a letter written 
to Dr* Trlffina Sen by ahri Dlnesh Singh, the present 
Minister fbr External Affairs, Oovemnent of India «- 

* Ve shall earcy out mj directive from the 
President of India regarding inquiry into the 
dieappearmos of Vetaji Sabbas Chandra Bose* In 


the memtime, ve shall see if we c m gather 
som information from the Kremlin* • file as 
to*#st*4 by yom% 


%d» * *5* 


/ \ 



7# Farller to this, Professor Samar 3uha appears 

to here taken op tbt setter iiSh 3hri V.p* 3lngh, vhen he 
vas the prime Minister,* On the 7tb Jane* 1090 3bri V.P. 
91ngh Is stated to have addressed the following letter to 
Professor Samar QCfaa i • 



* Dear Professor Guha t I hare received your 
letter of Mgy 17, 1090 regarding high level 
Investigations into secret documents on die* 
appearance of Ketaji Subhaa Chandra Bose believed 
to be available in the U.S.P.B*, T7,K # , Japan 
end the U *9.A« 


1 have asked the Ministry of External affaire 
to look into this* 

Regards* Yours Sincerely 


3d/- T.P. Singh • 

J 

8* Professor Samar Guba has stated in his affidavit 

to hare written on the subject thereafter to sbrl I*K* 
Qujral, tho then Minister of External Affairs and also 
dl soused the matter with him. Sbrl Qujral is stated to 
hmrt assured all efforts to contact TJ»8*9*H* mad other 
concerned forelpi countries* 


9m Kfference has been made In the eaid affidavit 

» 

to * l*tt*r vrltt«a in Tnbntrj 1978 bjr sbrl I. a. flora?. 


i! 
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the than In dim High Commissioner In London to Lord 
Mcontbatten resisting Ms to shed tost authentic light 
on the TTetaJl episode In tha context of tha report about 
his hating taken asylum in 1945 in tha U**38 md Lord 
Moon that tan' ■ reply tharato to tha effect that the ra 
vaa no official raoord of Hataji Subbas Chyidra Bose's 
death in his archives. Tha said letters hare also bean 
sat out In tha book - ■ IBTAJI DEAD CR ALITE ?• by 
Professor Samar Cuba, which forms part of tha annexnre 
to Ms affidavit. Tha said book also contains th« text 
of a Parliament question on the abova correspondence 
batvaan shri S.O. Grog and Lord Mountbetten and tha 
reply given thereto by 9hri Atal Bahari Vajpayee* the 
than Minister for External Afflrs, Government of India. 

! 

10 « Tha recent publication by the Publication Divi- 
sional Ministry of Information and Broadcasting! Govern- 
ment of India of a book written by Dr. 3.C. Maikop 
" Challenging to the Empire > A Study of Yetajl* which 
was produced before this Kon’ble Court during the hearing 
on the 6th December 1093 to draw the attention of thie 
Bon'ble Court to certain passage in the book bearing a 
dear re fa ran oe to the fact of letajl haring down to 
Bangjtok^nd then o s to Daire n an route Taihaku to have hie 
asylum in USSR md containing a dear aseertlon that 
history it yet to eay anything positive about hie death 
of boring remaining diva* 


eontd.,.7. 









-•Ti- 
ll. ' Tbt x*r>x ojp f of tho littor of ?«. Kharohod 

AT— 

SsfoJ* written to *r. Loots Fischer on behalf of Gandhi- 
Je Ou 2nd July | 1946 annexed to the affidavit of Profs- 
asor Scnar Gaha also g>e§ to show that Ratajl was In 
"ovist Russia at that ti "« and the congress party In 
India was apprehensive of his coming to India with 
Russi® hslp in which cast ths control of the political 
situation In ths country would gp out of ths hands of 
Gandhlji nd other Congress Leader# It la in the context 
of the above apprehension that a gesture vas thrown in 
the said Isttsr for England to play fair to ths People of 
India or to be dsclraled by Indians for svsr m c smosy. 
of India or Asiatics, Alnost jfajnedlatoly after vrlttlng 
of this letter ths Interim Government vas Installed at 
Hew Bslhl leading ultimately to Transfer of Power to a 
partitioned India within a year thereafter. This letter 
le reported to be available In the archives of Prlnston 
University In T7.9.A# wd has been located thereby an 
India research scholar. Dr. Bhairab Bhattacharjet, 

a true oopy of the said letter is annexed hereto 
and narked with the letter *A"« 


12. The abovs facts find corroboration «id the air 
erash story doss not find the silkiest support f roe ths 
historisal v&ks on Indian Independence Hovesent written 
by two niflnt HlstorlMf, nasal/ Dr# Benesh Chmdra 





I 






m$ 8 S* 

Hajuadar end Professor iealesh Trlpathl* ehlle Dr* MaJ wedar 
drear* a oc^plate blank after the departure of the place 
from Saigon, Professor Trlpathl describes the rest as 
oosplete silence, as stated In paragraph 15 of the 
auppltfsen tary affidavit of Dr, Susan ta Kuaar Mitra 
( respondeat Ro. 5) filed before this Hobble Court on 
6th December, 1L03, 

/ / 

J i 

13, The Ministry of fxtemal affairs, Goveroeent of 

if 

India, s hould be able to enlighten on the above aspect 
of the case with reference to the records In their posse- 
ssion and/or the records which are oapoble of Being 
procured b^ them from exiagi i a sources, as indicated In 
tf* above-mentioned letters referred to byProfeesor Samar 

Goha in/his affidavit* 

/ 


14* 7 Dr* Susan ta Kumar Mitra ( respondent Ro* 5) has 

/ / \ 

amepted to his affidavit xerox ooples of a series of 

s } 

articles ( 17 in number ), whlc * appeared in the north 
Indian P&trlka, Published fro * Allahabad on different 

l 

dates betvem 20/12/1085 and 3l/l/lDdo under the espt£on 

y* ^ • 

* Tom Man of M/«Ur7", biMd on «□ Invastlgatlra ln~ttiry 

•ondaetad by tw> of th«lr Joacnallata Into tha bafikgyotnd 
of * diuIim • Saint" haring antarad India froa Tib*t 
viaftapal in tjta /tar 1951 and haring at ay ad at diffpywnt 
plaoaa in 0.?. opto tha yaar 1985, wbo upon lnraatlgati' 


■tigatlon 

aa Cbandfta ( 


vaa (band to ba no othat yaraon thn Hataji gobh 

lha aalrd artlelaa alaa ooatain rafaranoa to • boat 
•f iuanaanta and atbar aatariala boar lag idantlty with 

/'■> 

• \ aontd....B. 


4 


| 
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Wttajl Suhhas Chandra Bora Including a 


vrlit 


vatch ielt behind br the said " Saint* which vara 
invsntorised by tha local polloa in the presence of 
local witnesses. Tha said reports also point out tha 


aysterlous fact of tha disappearance of tha said 


* saint" between the 16th and 18th Septeaber 1965, during 
which period he was alleged to hove died, but the dead 
body was not ihovn to any person aid the cremation of 
a ooapletely covered dead body toot place in an unusual 
Banner under dose guard by cert in persons at a place 
or. the bank of river Saraju in Paisabad (U.P.), which 
was not a cremation place. The placing of a ooapletely 
oovered dead body on the funeral pyre bears sl^lflc»t 

reseablence to the placing of the closed cofflsw Itself. 

- * • ' ' • — 

dontalning the dead body of a Japmeese luldii , Ichiro 



15* While the Ministry of Ixtemal lfffclrs, Qoverna- 


eant of India and the Ministry of Defence, Ooveroaent of 
India should bs ebls to throw light on ths Identity of 
ths said "S sin t" reportedly entering India fro a Tibet 
via Vtp&l In ths year 1951 and stylng in India opto the 
year 1965, the Worth Indln Pattlfca, which conducted the 
abort Investigation by tbalr Journalists and published 

T 

tbt fncte In tba abort articles, should b« ah la to product 
tba tourct aitarld on ths basis vhtrtof tha said *8«|nt" 
vu takan to bt Rttajl Subbaa Cbvdra Boat* \ 



nr 


aontd .*..10 



•B* 



Id. The Ministry of Wstemsl Affairs, Oovemomt of 
India, should also b« abla to t^rov light on tha point 
rid sod In my lattsr dated 30 Rovaeber,' 1993 addraasad 
to tha Secretary of tha said Mln-ietry, written vlth 
rafaronca to tha averment aada In tha affidavit of shrl 
R.R. Thore, gacretary to tha Oovemaent of India, Ministry 
of Boos Affairs, purporting to elala privilege in rtspeet 
of oartaln doeunente. A oopy of tho said lattar datad 
30 November, 1993, which will speak for ltstlf, is 
annex ad bar a to aid Barked vlth tha lattar "B*. 


a 

17. Xoar petitioner states that no reply has bean 
received by hla to tha above-mentioned lattar from tha 
Secretary to tha Government of India, Ministry of ntemal 
Affairs, although It la tha said authority, who can give 
tha Olarlfleatlon asked for In the said lattar regarding 
the unnamed foreign nationals, who have bean purported 
to ba rafarrad to as tha vlfa nd daughter respectively 
of Retail Subhaa Chandra Bose In tpe said affidavit of/ 
Shri R.W. To hr a, with vhoo tha Ministry of Home Affairs 
has aarrlad on correspondence through our Smbassy in 
Tiena on the question of Avard of Bharat Batna posthu- 
onusly on Vetajl Mb has u hmdra Boas. 


10. Xa tbs preadsss, the pregen as of tha secretary 
to the dove meant of India, Ministry of Sxtarnal Affairs, 
Vsw Delhi and the Nmaflng Mi tor of Worth In dim Patrlka, 
Allafc*ad Patrlka (P) United, 6A, Patrlka Mgrg, ill she. 
bad, before this won' bis ooart is necessary la order to 
enable this Bon' bio Ooart sffSatually and aooplately to 
adjudioeto opon ad settle oil tbs qosstlooa Involved 
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In tba present vrlt proceedings. As vlll appear fro* 
the fact? stated abort, tht said tvo parsons art nice* 
ssary aid/or proper partita to tht pre&int proceedings 
I and they should be lfipleadti as parti at/ respond tots in 
| the ends of Justice* 

10. This application it tadt bonaflde and in tht 
interest of Justice. 



In tht circumstances your petitioner 
no s t respectfully prays Tour Lordships 
to bt graciously plsastd to ordtr that* 

a) Tht Seers tary to tht Qorsmnent of 
India, Min istry of External Affairs, 
lev Delhi, the secretary ** the 
Government of India Ministry of Defence 
Wtv Delhi and the Managing Editor, 
North Indlss Patrlka, Allahabad Pat- 
rika (P) Limited, 6, Patrlka Marg, 
Allahabad be added as respondents to 
the vrlt application | 

b) The said added respondents bt dire- 
eted to file their retpeetive affi- 
darl Uln-oppotlUon to the amended 
vrlt application »d the affidavits 
filed by the respondent* foe* 9 to 6 


td. • 


» u » 




and to prodaea all r« l«tnt reaords 
bafora this ?fen*bla Court* 

c) 3ach othar ®d/or furthar ordtr 
or ordars dlrsctidn or diractiocs 
as «**y b« deaaed fit and proper. 


And fbr this act of kindness jour pstitlonar as in duty 
bound shall snrsr pray. 


Affidavit 



-• U i- 

1 f t 1 B-A.L-IJI 

I, 3 lb an tooth, soft of sbri Decoy Krishna Gho ah, ig»& 
about 37 /tart, by occupation advocate, practising at 
High Court, Calcutta, residing at 3-173, B.B. College, 
Fowrah-3, do hereby aolssnly afflra and say as follows *« 

1. That I am the writ petitioner end 1 aa well 

acquainted with the facts aad drcuastance* of the case. 


2. That the statements Bade in paragraphs 1 to 3, 

16 to 19 (both Inclusive) are true to ny knowledge, wd 
those aade in paragraphs 4 to IS, sxospting last para- 
graph art derived fro a records and newspapers and rest 
ore ay bauble subslsslons before this Hon'ble Court* 


Sd 




Prepared by as 


$t;j p 


The deponent 




Solemnly affirmed 
this \?i ^ day 


before as 
of December, 1993. 


Coaaissiontr, 


r) 
1 v 
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4TIQN ROOM NO It 
■ AH 21 1*0 21 t!Tf 


D a ted the 30th November, 1993 


ne Secretary to Che Goveranent India, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. I* O - oro 1 

Re * Wife and daughter of Netajt Subhas Chandra Bose , 

D ear Sir, 

This la to bring to your kind notice that In an affidavit claiming privilege 
affirmed by Shrl N.N.Vohra, Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry 
of Ho ce Affair* In connection with C.0 # N o . 6720 of 1993 pending before 
the Hon*ble High Court at Calcutta, reference has been made to some 
correspondence between the said Ministry and the wife and daughter of 
Netajl Subhag Chandra Hose through the Embassy In Vienna regarding confer- 
ment of "Bharat Natna" on Netajl. 

2. I am the petitioner In the writ application which Is the subject matter 
of the above pending writ proceedings and a copy of the said affidavit of 
Shrl N.N.Vohra has been served upon me In that connection. Privilege has 
ben claimed In the said affidavit In respect of certain documents including 
the said correspondence between the Home Ministry and the wife and daughter 
of Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose. 

3. Since the s£i d correspondence has been stated to have been routed through 
the Embassy In Vienna, ym your Ministry shefild be in a portion to 
enlighten me as to whether there is any docixnentary evidence In testimony 
of marriage of Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose and/or of his having any daughter 
through such marriage. In the absence of any such documentary evidence the 
cl rein stances under which such correspondence with particular residents 

C on td. • • 2 
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jd/or citizens of a foreign country could be entered Into by the 
Government of India through Its Embassy In Vienna by treating them as 
wife and daughter respectively of Netaji Subhas Chandra hose needs 
clarification. 

4. The above information and/or clarification is necessary in order to 
appreciate the facts pleaded In support of the clair: of privilege put 
forth by the Ministry of Home Affairs in respect of the said correspondence 
with certain persons in a foreign country over the question of conferring 
the title of "Bharat Ratna" on Netaji. 

6. 1 1 therefore, request you to favour me with such particulars as may 
be in your possession as to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose having wife and 
daughter outside this country and the basis on vhfcch their identity in 
such capacity has been recognised by your Ministry enabling the Government 
of India to enter into correspondence through the Embassy in Vi anna with 
such persons on the above subject by treating then as wife and daughter 
respectively of Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose. 

6. A very reply Is solicited. 

7. $H. is without prejudice to all ray rights and contentions in the matter, 
including those relating to the pending writ proceedings above refused to. 


thank you. 



sRT ^ NOT INSURED 



Advocate 


SUNDAY MORNING NEAR AKSHAYA BIDYAPll 
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Copy of a letters from Khurshed Naoroji to Louis Fischer 

22 / 7/46 

oear Fischer - 


I enclose a copy of Gandhiji’s letter, as de 
But please don't think that he is not with u 
with him since my release from prison and he 
tractive Programme before the country which 
by the working Committee when they decided o 
methods . 


sired by you. 
s. I have been 
put the cons- 
was overlooked 
n constitutional 


Since the release of his colleagues of the Working Committee 
he has gone with them because they were not prepared to go 
with him but Gandhiji is essentially a man of action and 
when the time comes, he will take the country with him. 


The Socialists are merely implimenting the constructive 
programme in the light of present circumstances, We must 
go to the people and forge mass sanctions. The people want 
to know r the shape of things to come. Grouping of the provinces 
or the question of sovereignty does not touch them, they want 
a plan. Let our leaders go to the Govt, sponsored Constituent 
Assembly and we remain with the people to share their joys and 
sorrows. When the time comes we shall be one. 


The Socialists do not want violence any more than does Gandhiji 
but what is practiced non-violence, we say nonkilling. We have 
to put non-violence in to practice and not just go talking of 
truth of non-violence. People want deals and not words. For 
twenty years we have talked on the ideal Govt, and the practical 
stage for us today is Panchayat Raj. Our people are very patient 
but even their patience is wearing thin. All Congress and 
the nationist minded people are one but our headache is the 
I ndo-Ang lo-Russi a ns . The foreign Govt, has built them up to 
fight the Congress and will have to deal with them now. They 
are going underground and if before the time the Allies (excluding 
Russia), have a scrap with Soviet Russia, India is not 


satisfied 


t 


0 


1/ 
r 0 



\ 
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with the results of the Constituent Assembly. She will go over 
entirely and absolutely to the enemies of the Allies. The Indian 
army (not the Indian National Army) is no longer of the same 
temper as it was in the first world war. Besides the disaffection 
amongst the Indian ollicers and the rank and file, a revolutionary 
group has been working amongst them and they are pro-Russian. 

There have been many cases a court martial in thp Indian army on 
individuals and platoons during the last war both in India and 
abroad. There have been mass desertions in the regular army and 
minor reaps in the N . 'A . F . Province at the beginning of the 
last war. 

At heart the Indian army is sympathetic with the Indian National 
Army. If Bose comes with the help of Russia neither Gandhiji nor 
the Congress will be able to reason with the country. Also 
Russia for propaganda purposes declares itself an Asiatic country 
then there is no hope of any European alliance acceptable to 
India, Freedom for India under the* aegis of Soviet Russia is 
no freedom for us: but it now rests with England to play fair 
by the people of India or be declared by us for ever as the enemy 
of India and of the Asiatics. There are other groups in north 
India pro-Russian, but after Russia joined the Allies they lost 
caster. However the bitterness towards the English is so great 
that Russia will again come into favour on the event of any disa- 
greement amongst the Allies. 


Gandhiji is not touched with the international reactions but 
we can’t afford to neglect the signs of the time specially 
when it concerns our freedom. 


Yours , 
Khurshed 
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S Jaishankar 
Director (EE) 




No.WI/411/5/93-EE 


January 13, 1994 


Dear Shri Ha sr. 


Please refer to the fax No.MOS/ISI/FAX-Ol/94 from 
Counsellor ( Inf ) enclosing an article on Netaji 
published in 'Asia and Africa Today'. The translation 
of the article was submitted to FS who directed that 
our Mission in Moscow point out to the Russians that 
the kind of accusation made in the article against a 
respected national leader of India being published is 
objected to by India. I am directed to convey that 
this be taken up with the Russian authorities in 
appropriate terms. 


We would appreciate confirmation of the action 
taken by the Mission. 


i- 

iijihv 

1 fa 

^Shri P S Haer 
Charge d* Affaires a.i. 
J Embassy of India 
Moscow. 


Yours sincerely, 

\ 

(S Jaishankar) 




Copy to Director (AP) - Smt. P R Sharma, MEA, 
om No. 268-B, South Block, New Delhi. 

, v' (1§_ tfaishank^rl 

v rttr*i { r k / I ^ 
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Bharat Ratna 
to Netaji 

withdrawn 
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By Bal Krishna 


Award to Netaji 

- - - 

iii 


withdrawn 

Continued from page 1 


NEW DELHI, Jan. 15 
The Government has revoked 
its decision to confer Bharat Rat- 
na on Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose. The nation's highest hon- 
our had been conferred post- 
humously on Netaji by the V. P. 
Singh Government, but it was 
immediately rejected by most 
branches of the Bose family. 

The withdrawal of the Bharat 
Ratna, however, has been done 
in a quiet manner. The Govern- 
ment’s decision was announced 
by the Additional Solicitor- 
General, Mr Altaf Ahmed, at 
the Calcutta High Court on De- 
cember 6 last year. This was done 
in the course of a hearing on a 
petition challenging the confer- 
ment of the title on the legendary 
freedom fighter. 

When the Addl Solicitor- 
General made this announce- 
ment, the Calcutta High Court 
ordered the Union Government 
to produce all relevant docu- 
ments in court at the next hear- 
ing, scheduled for January 19. 
The Government was asked to 
present all papers showing why it 
had chosen to reverse its earlier 
decision. 

Presumably to move the case 
away from Calcutta where any- 
thing involving Netaji’s honour is 
a sensitive and emotional issue, 
the Union Government moved a 
petition in the Supreme Court 
challenging the High Court’s 
directive for presenting all docu- 
ments there. 

In the Supreme Court yester- 
day, the Government filed an 
affidavit reaffirming that it had 
revoked its earlier decision on 
the subject. Subsequently, the 
apex court stayed the Calcutta 
High Court’s order and fixed 
Monday, January 17 as the date 
for hearing of the case. 

A three-member bench of the 
Supreme Court, comprising 
Chief Justice M. N. Venkatacha- 
liah, Justice S. Mohan and Jus- 
tice A. S. Anand heard the Un- 
ion Government’s petition 
yesterday. 

The conferment of the post- 
humous Bharat Ratna on Netaji 
had been described as an “in- 
sult” by his newphew and West 
Bengal Congress leader, Dr Sisir 
Bose, at that time. Forward 
Bloc, the party founded by Neta- 
ji, which is a major constituent of 
West Bengal’s ruling Left Front, 
had also criticised the V. P. Singh 
Government’s decision. 

They had argued that a person 

Continued on back page col. 3 


of Netaji’s stature should not 
have been belittled with worldly 
awards. It was as incongruous as 
conferring the Bharat Ratna on 
Mahatma Gandhi, that too, 
more than 40 years after his 
death, it was claimed. 

With no member of Netaji’s 
immediate family prepared to re- 
ceive the scroll of honour, the 
Government was in a dilemma. 
It was thought that it would fol- 
low the precedent in the Vinoba 
Bhave case and donate the scroll 
to the National Museum. 

In the instance of the Gan- 
dhian sage and bhoodan cham- 
pion, there was no surviving 
member of the family to receive 
the honour, although the award, 
also conferred posthumously, 
had not become controversial, 
unlike the case of Subhas Bose. 
The Government eventually de- 
cided to donate the scroll meant 
for Vinoba Bhave to the Nation- 
al Museum. 
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■ Chief minister, Jyoti Basu seems to be repenting his party's late decision to honour Netaji on 
| the Maidan on Sunday. A Telegraph picture by Amit Datta 

Basu admits mistake 




BY A STAFF REPORTER 

Calcutta, Jan. 23: The West 
Bengal chief minister, Mr Jyoti 
Basu, today admitted that the 
communists had made a mistake 
in evaluating Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

Paying tribute to the “great 
patriot” by garlanding Netaji’s 
statue on his 98th birth anniver- 
sary, a pensive Mr Basu said, 
“The communists had wrongly 
evaluated Netaji's contribution 
to the freedom struggle and had 
misgivings about his alliance 
with the Japanese to force the Bri- 
tish to quit the Indian soil,” 

Communists had once called 
Netaji a “quisling” during World 
War II for joining hands with the 
Japanese against the British. 

Perhaps keeping this in mind, 
the chief minister confessed, 
“But, now we have realised that 
the alliance with the Japanese 
imperialist forces was only to 
‘ jve out the British imperialists 
he would rfever have 


allowed the former to have 
designs on India,” 

The chief minister, however, 
maintained that despite the 
Marxists' wrong evaluation, 
“Netaji had never spoken again- 
st them. I have come to know 
more about Netaji's activities 
from Mrs Lakshmi Sehgal of the 
Indian National Army,” he said, 
adding, that his “ideal leader- 
ship should act as a beacon to the 
present generation.” 

Taking a cue from Mr Basu and 
keeping with the Marxists' 
resolve to bring nationalism to 
the fore, all Left parties, includ- 
ing CPI, today celebrated Neta- 
ji's birth anniversary in two sepa- 
rate programmes during the day. 

Besides, the traditional pro- 
gramme near Netaji’s statue on 
the Maidan, Marxist leaders in a 
sudden turnaround shared plat- 
form with those of the RSP and 
Forward Bloc at a separate meet- 
ing to pay homage to the “great 
leader.” 

The CPI(M), however, scored 


over other Left parties in the 
race for re-evaluating Netaji. 
Enthusiastic members of its two 
frontal organisations, Students 1 
Federation of India (SFI) and 
Democratic Youth Federation of 
India (DYFI) organised a 
padayatra from Netaji’s 
ancestral home at Kodalia in 
South 24-Parganas to the city. 

The CPI(M) central committee 
member, Mr Biman Bose, was pre- 
sent to receive them at Rani Rash- 
mani Road near the Maidan this 
morning. 

The state land and land refor- 
ms minister, Mr Benoy Chowdhu- 
ry, also a CPI(M) Politburo mem- 
ber, spoke on Netaji’s freedom 
struggle at a separate function. 

Nation pays tribute: Several mee- 
tings and exhibitions were held 
on the occasion in most parts of 
the country. In New Delhi, the 
Lok Sabha Speaker, Mr Shivraj 
Patil, and several others offered 
floral tributes at the portrait of 
Netaji in the Central Hall of 
Parliament. 
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06 March 1993 

* z^ 

^ f# 

^<A>C Sauuu, * ' u,L». j , 

Thank you for your letter of 24 February 1993. 
I am sorry I have taken a little time to reply. I 
entirely agree with you that the riddle about the 
disappearance of Netaji should be solved. I can 
assure you we shall do everything possible in this 
regard. You have made some suggestions which are 
very important and I am having the matter examined as 
to how best we should proceed further. 

OJiattAO 

Yours sincerely, 






Prof. Samar Guha 
Former Member of Parliament 
8/2, Central Park 
Calcutta-700 032 


Copy to JS (AP) alongwith letter under reference 
with a request that the matter may please 
be examined and submitted to EAM. 
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1. Circulation: less than 30,000 

2. Still published as a monthly by Institute of Asia 
and Africa, part of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 

3. Russian response: 

i) Matter was raised with Asia & 

Africa "foday before and after 
publication, but Magazine gave no 

commitments or comments to our 

Embassy ; 

ii) Matter was raised with Russian 

Foreign Office before and after 
publication. Before publication 
Foreign Office said they will try 
and do their best to stop 
publication but noted Russia has 
a free Press and they would not be 
able to do very much. After 

publication, expressed inability 
to influence decision and did not 
respond to requests for not 
reprinting, translating or 
circulating ; 

4. EAM 1 s letter of 6th March 1993 and former Deputy 
Minister of External Affairs' letter of 26th March 
1991 are below. The 1991 letter has been interpreted 
by Shri Guha as GOI ' s commitment for a fresh 
investigation . 
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MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
( LOK SABHA ) 



8/2, CENTRAL PARK, 


CALCUTTA-700 032 

PHONE : 72-1600 

11 Octo 1993 


Dear Dinesh Singhji, 

I hope you have returned from USA and keeping quite fit for 
your daily work after US tour. 

I hope while in USA you asked Shri Siddhartha Shankar Ray* to 
take up the issue of Investigative Inquiry about Netaji. If Shri Ray 
tries it will be possible for him to collect the report of Mac Arthur 
on the alleged aircrash involving Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and 
also the report of the® inquiry made by the Govt, of Taiwan. 

If Shri Hay patiently pursues' the matter, it will be possible to 
collect all these information about Netaji from the archives of 
the Govt, of the USA. USA may also possess information about 
Netaji's presence in Russia. I hope you have told all these things 
to Shri Siddhartha Shankar Ray. 

/ Recently the Statesman published an article of mine about the 

'alleged ashes of Netaji lying in the Renkoji Temple. I shall be 
thankful if you kindly go through it and send your comment, about it. 
This article should be kept in your official file for reference. 


Wit h best wishes and namaskar 


Shri Dinesh Singh 
Minister of External Affairs 
Govt, of India 
NEWDELHI 110011 


Yours sincerely 



( SAMAR GUHA ) 


Enel 
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ASHES IN RENKOJI 

No Proof Of Netaji’s Death 


By SAMAR GUHA 

turned greyish, his face and 
body were not disfigured In any 
way. If that was the case, why 
did the Japanese fail to take a 
photograph of the uncovered 
body of “His Excellency Subhas 
Chandra Bose”? One such photo- 
graph could have convinced 
everyone, even ; the Anglo- 
American authorities, that Netaji 


W HOSE ashes are lying in 
tho Renkojl Temple in the 
vicinity of Tokyo? PTI recently 
circulated of nows report that 
war veterans' of Japan have 
asked for “final enshrinement" of 
the ashes in India. Can anyone 
in Japan vouch that the ashes in 
the Renkoji Temple are those of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra. Bose? 

There is no proof. On the con- 
trary, there are testimonials to 
suggest that the ashes in the 
Renkoji Temple are really those 1 
of Captain Ichiro Okura. 

In confirming the report of 
Netaji’s alleged death circulated 
by the Domai News Agency of 
Tokyo, the Foreign Office of the 
Government of Japan produced 
a "doath certificate" alleged to be 
that of “His Excellency Chandra 
Bose" before tho Shah Nawaz 
Committoo in 1956. Tho snmo 
certificate was produced before 
the Khosla Commission. The 
certificate was Issued by tho 
Municipal Office of Taihoku of 
former Formosa, now no mod 
Taipei. Tho certificate was writ- 
ten in Japanese script. When 
rendered into English, it was 
found to be the “death certifi- 
cate" of a non-regular captain 
named Ichiro Okura. The For- 
eign Office of Japan still argued 
that it was the death certificate 
of “His Excolloncy, Chandra 
Bose". 

• MISSING BODY 

Another significant fact was 
also bypassoa by the inquiring 
bodies. Tokyo Radio announced 
on August 23, 1945, that Subhas 
Chandra Bose died in an air 
crash on August 18, 1945, at 
Taihoku. But General Isoda, the 
Chief of the Hikari Kikan who 
maintained the political liaison 
between the Government of 
Japan and the Government of 
Azad Hind, received a “top 
secret" message from Japanese 
headquarters on August 19, 

1945, that Subhas Chandra Bose 
died in an air crash at Taihoku 
on August 18. Isoda was told 
that lids news should be imme- 
diately communicated to the 
Indians in Bangkok. S. A. Ayer, 
the Information Minister of the 
Azad Hind Government who 
was at Bangkok, flatly refused to Taihoku airport? 
believe the news and asked 
General Isoda to bring the al- 
leged body of Netaji to Singa- 
pore for cromation there, Isoda 
offered to tako Ayer to Taihoku 


P IT/ circulated a report that 
Japanese war veterans have 
asked for the “final enshrine- 
ment” of the asnes lying in the 
Renkoji Temple near Tokyo, 
claiming these were NetajPs. 
Samar Guha, former Member of 
Parliament, says the documents 
produced before the Shah Na- 
waz Committee and the Khosla 
Commission show that the ashes 
were those of captain Ichiro 
■Okura. 


had really died in the air crash at 
Taihoku. 

The Japanese witnesses stated 
before the Shah Nawaz Commit- 
tee and the Khosla Commission 
that “His Excellency Chandra 
Bose” and General Shedei were 
involved in the air crash at 
Taihoku at noon on August 18, 
1945. General Shedei had died 
instantaneously and Netaji died 
some time later at Nonmon 
Hospital. 

General Shedei had been 
asked to assume command of 
the Japanese Manchurian Army 
to face the unannounced Rus- 
sian aggression of Manchuria 
offer the surrender of Japan on 
August 15, 1945, to the Anglo- 
American authority. His military 
. status was much higher than 
those of the two Formosan 
chiefs, General Isamaya and 
Ganeral Ando. If Netaji and 
General Shedei had flown to 
Taihoku on August 18, 1945, it 
was the responsibility of both 
the Generals of the Japanese 
Formosan Army to receive them 
at the airport. If General Shedei 
and Netaji were in the plane that 
reportedly crashed at Taihoku, 
how could General Isamaya and 
General Ando avoid going to 


A 


MORE QUESTIONS 

Nobody could give exact date 
when the alleged body of Netaji 
was cremated. Though Netaji 
from Bangkok to show him the wa8 head of tho Azad Hind 


body. The next day when the 
plane reached Formosa, it was 
found to land not at Taihoku but 
in a different airport in Formosa 
colled Talchoo. When Ayer got 
furious, he was assured that he 
would be taken to Taihoku the 
following morning. But after 
flying from Taichoo airport next 
day the piano landed in Tokyo, 
not Taihoku. If Netaji really died 
in the air crash on August 18 
and his body was there in the 
Nonmon Hospital at Taihoku, 
why did the Japanese play hide 
and scok with S. A. Ayer, one of 
Netaji’s most trusted men? 

Take another instance of the 
Japanoso hide and seek game. 
Japan produced four or five 
photographs of the bandaged 
Colonel Hablbur Rahman, pho- 
tographs of an urn roportod as 
containing tho ashes of Netaji 
and n “canvas bundle” holding 
the alleged body of Notaji. The 
Japanese witnesses of Nonmon 
Hospital said that although 
“Chandra Bose’s" body bad 


Government which was offici- 
ally recognized by Japan, no 
General or senior officer felt it 
nocessaiy duty to attend the 
alleged funeral or give him any 
kind of military honour before 
the cremation. The funeral was 
entrusted to a nondescript 
captain, Nakamura, and accord- 
ing to all Japanese witnesses, 
nobody waited at the crema- 
torium aftor pushing the wholly 
covered canvas bundle into the 
furnace. It was stated that some- 
body collected the ashes the 
next day to hand them over to 
Colonel Habibur Rahman who 
carried an “urn" containing these 
ashes after about 15 days to 
Tokyo. And if General Snedei 
also allegedly died along with 
Netaji in tho air crash at 
Taihoku, what happened to his 
body? 

What really happened was 
that the plane carrying General 
Isoda ana Subhas Chandra Bose 
certainly flow from Saigon on 


tho ovenlng of August 17, 1945, 
and landed at Tourane in north 
Indo-China for a night halt. This 
is a recorded fact. But all the 
witnesses, except for Colonel 
Hablbur Rahman, told the Shah 
Committee and the Khosla Com- 
mission that they didn't know 
where Netaji and General She- 
dpi had stayed at night at 
Tourane on August 17 and could 
hot also confirm whether they 
had boarded the plane the next 
morning for Taihoku. 

What actually happened was 
that General Shedei and Netaji 
travelled back to Saigon and 
flew directly to Manchuria from 
Dalat airport on August 18. This 
has been confirmed by a Chicago 
Tribune correspondent, Alfrod 
Wagg, on August 29. 1945, who 
communicated to Pandit Jawa- 
hnrlal Nehru and the then Def- 
ence Minister, Sardar Boldov 
Singh, that Subhas Chandra 
Bose was with the Bishop of 
Dalat in the morning of August 
10, 1945. Thd Bishop of Dalat 
also confirmed it. 

After reaching Tourane, Gene- 
ral Shedei and Netaji separated 
themselves from the other pas- 
sengers, went back to Dalat and 
from there both of them flew to 
Dairen in a separate plane. 
Actually, neither was in the 
plane that flew from Tourane to 
Taihoku on August 18, 1945. 

NO CRASH 

According to a number of 
Taiwanese witnesses who ap- 

C eared or intended to appear 
ofore the Khosla Commission; 
no plane crashed at Taihoku 
airport in the month of August 
1945, but a plane crashed almost 
at the same time a year before, in 
1944, and that too when it wasj 
landing. There was no plane 
crash at Taihoku on August 18, 
1945, involving Netaji and Gene- 
ral Shedei although a plane 
landed there with Colonel Habi- 
bur Rahman and some Japanese 
officers. As it was known to 
General Isamaya and General 
Ando that his “Excellency Chan- 
dra Bose" and General Shedei 
were not in the plane, the 
question of their presence at the 
airport did not arise. It was also 
known to them that the body of 
the person cremated on August 
21, 1945, at Taihoku crema- 
torium was neither “His Excel- 
• lency Chandra Bose" nor Gene- 
’ ral ShedeiUThat Is why neither 
General Isamaya nor General 
Ando had any reason to attend 
the funeral and the whole task, 
was left to a non-descript officer 
liko Nakamura who actually 
carried the body of Captain 
Ichiro Okura to the crema- 
torium. The body which was 
burnt at the Taihoku crema- 
torium was that of Ichiro Okura 
and his ashes were sent to 
Colonel Habibur Rahman to be 
carried to Tokyo and from there 
to the Renkoji Temple. 

Now the question is, whose 
ashes will be brought from the 
Renkoji Temple to India? A 
careful study of the episode 
reveals that it w&s nothing but a 
“deception plan" to give it an 
appearance of reality. The body 
of Ichiro Okura was found in the 
Nonmon Hospital. He died on 
August 19, 1945, and the crema- 
tion of his body was made to 
pass off as that of Subhas 
Chandra Bose. Will India feel 
obliged to bring the ashes of 
Ichiro Okura as those of Netaji? 
It will bo a sacrilege. 
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W HOSE ashes are lying in 
the Renkoji Temple In the 
vicinity of Tokyo? PTI recently 
circulated n s roport that 
war veteran Japan have 
asked for “fim ,shrinemont” of 
the ashes in I. l ia. Can anyone 
in Japan vouch at the ashes in 
the Renkoji Temple are those of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra. Bose? 
There Is no proof. On the con- 
trary, there arc •astimonlals to 
suggest that tl.o ashes in tho 
Renkoji Temple ere really those’ 
of Captain Ichiro Okura. 

In confirming the report of 
Netnii’s all doath circulatsd 
by tne Domai News Agency of 
Tokyo, the Foreign Office of the 
Government of Japan produced 
a "death certificate” alleged to be 
that of “His Excellency Chandra 
Hose” before the Shah Nawaz 
Committee in 1950. The samo 
certificate was produced before 
tho Khosla Commission. The 
certificate was issued by the 
Municipal Office of Taihoku of 
Former Formosa, now named 
Taipei. The certificate was writ- 
ten in Jopanoso script. When 
rendered into English, It was 
found to be tho "death certifi- 
cate" of a non-regular captain 
named Ichiro Okura. Tho For- 
eign Oiuce of Japan still argued 
that it was the death certificate 
of "His Excollency, Chandra 
Bose". 

' MISSING BODY 

Another significant fact was 
also bypassed by the inquiring 
bodies. Tokyo Radio announced 
on August 23, 1945, that Subhas 
Chandra Bose died in an air 
crash on August 18, 1945, at 
Taihoku. But General Isoda, the 
Chief of the Hikari Kikan who 
maintained the political liaison 
between the Government of 
Japan and the Government of 
Azod Hind, received a “top 
socrot” message from Japanese 
headquarters on August 19, 
1945, that Subhas Chandra Bose 
died in an air crash at Taihoku 
on August 18. Isoda was told 
that this news should bo Imme- 
diately communlt ed to the 
Indians in Bangkok. S. A. Ayer, 
the Information Minister of the 
Azad Hind Government who 
was at Bangkok, flatly refused to 
believe the news and asked 
General Isoda to bring the al- 
leged body of Netaji to Singa- * 
pore for cremation there. Isoda,:. 
offered to take Ayer to Taihoku 
from Bangkok to show him the 
body. The next day when the 
plane reached Formosa, it was 
Found to land not at Taihoku but 
in a different airport in Formosa 
called Taichoo. When Ayer got 
furious, he was assured that he 
would h« tak to Taihoku the 
following m g. But after 
flying from Tu. airport next 
day me plane k jd in Tokyo, 
not Taihoku. If N.. ,i really died 
in the air crash on August 18 
and his body w there in the 
Notunon HosplU at Taihoku, 
why did the Jap; :a play hide 
and seek with S. A ayer, one of 
Netaji’s most trusted men? 

Take another instance of the 
Japanese hide and seek game, 
japan produced four or five 
photographs of the oandaged 
Colonel Habibur Rahman, pho- 
tographs of an urn reported as 
containing the ashes of Netaji 
and a “canvas bundle” holding 
the alleged body of Netaji. The 
Jopaneso witnesses of Nonmon 
Hospital said that although 
'Chandra Hose's" body had 
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had really ah \ \ \ ike .’r crash at 
Taihoku , > 

The Js; ; .-.$33 iS Sxzzsm stated 
bo fa re t h *3 CS .Com rc u- 

teo and ilS&lC ' dnfsslon 
that “ilia Cuundra 

Boso" rmd General Snedoi ./ore 
Involved In LA ci? c 
Taihoku st neon on / 

1945. General SI qM h: ' dl . 
instantaneously cvdN I died 
some time Liter at Nonmon 
Hospital. 

General < Shade! had berm 
asked to assume command of 
the Japanese Manchurian Army 
to face the unannounced Rus- 
sian aggression of Manchuria 
after the surrender of japan an 
August 15, 1945, tc the A > 
Amorican authority. His mil 
.status was much higher A .. 
those of the iv/o Formosan 
chiefs, General Isamaya and 
Ganoral Ando. If Neiaji and 
General Shedel had flown to 
Taihoku on August 18, 1945, it 
was the responsibility of both 
the Genareis cf tho Japanese 
Formosan Army to receive them 
at the airport, if General Shodoi 
and Netaji were in Hi© piano that 
reportedly crashed at Taihoku, 
how could General Isamaya and 
General Ando avoid going to 
Taihoku airport? 

MORE QUESTIONS 

Nobody ecu Id give exact date 
- when the alleged body of Netaji 
was Cremated. Though Neteji 
was head of the Azad Hind 
Government which was offici- 
ally recognized by Japan, no 
General or senior officer felt it 
necessary duty to attend the 
alleged funeral or give him any 
kind of military honour before 
tho cremation. Tho funeral s 
entrusted to a nondescript 
captain, Nakamura, and accord- 
ing to all Japanese witn ssos, 
nobody waited at tho crema- 
torium after pushing tho wholly 
covered canvas bundle into the 
furnace. It was stated that some- 
body collected the ashes the 
next day to hand them over to 
Colonel Habibur Rahman who 
carried an “urn" containing these 
ashes after about 15 days to 
Tokyo. And if General Shedei 
also allegedly died along with 
Netaji in the air crash at 
Taihoku, what happened to his 


body? 
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What really happened was 
that the plane carrying General 
Isoda and Siibhus (!hundrn lloso 
certainly flow from Saigon on 


the evenlns of August 17, 1Z " :. 
and landea at Tourate A n: 
Indo-Chiea for a night 1: Ah YL; 
is a recorded fact. Cut cl L_ 
wltnnssesp except fer Celt 
Habibur Rahman, told C\i 81 
Committee and tho Khosk. Co. - 
mission that they didn’t kxc: * 
v/here Netaji and General SL • 
del had stayed at niclit ? 1 
Tearano on August 17 tcS o. 

. hot &'?o confirm vd *'* * * 

i i _ • - . 
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morning for Taihoku. 

What actually happened v * 
that General Shensi and U 
travelled bad: tc Sdpcn 
ffevv directly to Manchuria " 
DrJr.t airport cn Au; 
has bssn confirmed oy a CJ.c . 
Tribune correspoudcab /... 
Wagg, on August 23, l£ l5 f v’ .> 
communicated to Pandit Jr vr* 
harlal Nehru and tha then D f- 
once Minister, E- dar Cddav 
Singh, that Subhas Chandrs 
Boss was with the Bishop of 
Bnkt in the morning of AvyA 
23, 1SI5. Thi Bishop of Dahl 
'nice confirmsd it. 

A ’ reaching Tcurnno, Gen - 
re! il dci anti TIotaJi sapcrciod 
themso’vcs from the olhor pas- 
sengers, word back to Ddni aud 
from thore both of them Lew 
..airon in a i ... w . 

Actually, neither v;as ! t‘ . 
plena titat Hew uom lev 
Taihoku on August 1-8, If 5. 




MO CRASH 

According to a nu r cl 
Taiwanese v/i Loesses who r.p- 
ne :sd or inland ad to 2py.:.r 
uriore iho Khosla Commi 
no plane crashed at T: iliol.vt 
cirport in the month cf Align - ‘ 
1945, but a plane crashed sbimrt 
at the some time a year b Here, lr. 
1S44, end that too vi sa U v/cs 
landing. There was no phots 
crash et Taihchj r V :f ( 
1945, involving l .iidG eri3- 

ral Shodei alth. a phro ; 
landed there with Colonel Habi- 
bur Rahman and some Japanese 
officers. As it was known to 
General Isamaya and GonaruJ 
Ando that his "Excellency Chan- 
dra Bose" and General Shodei 
were not in tho piano, tho 
question of their prssenco at the 
airport did not arise. It was also 
known to them that tbs body cf 
the person cremated on August 
21, 1945, at Taihoku crema- 
torium was neither “His Excel- 
H lency Chandra Bose” nor Gene- 
ral ShedoMThat is why neither 
General Isamaya nor Genera! 
Ando had any reason to attand 
the funeral and the whole taak 
wa s left to a n on-descript officer 
like Nakamura who actually 
carried the body of Captain 
Ichiro Okura to tho crairu;- 
torium. The body which was 
burnt at tho Tallioku crema- 
torium was that o? Ichiro Gkum 
and his ashes were sent : o 
Colonel Habibur Re hr- « bs 
carried to Tokyo and fror; ..ers 
to the Ren' ojl Temple. 

Now tho *estlon is, whose 
ashes will be brought from tire 
Renkoii Temple to India? A 
careful study of the episode 
reveals that it was nothing bat a 
“deception plan" to give it an 
appearance of reality. The body 
of Ichiro Okura was found in tha 
Nonmon Hospital. He died cn 
August 19, 1945, and the crenu - 
tion of his body was made to 
pass ; off as that of Subhas 
Chandra Bose. Will India feal 
obliged to bring the ashes of 
Ichiro Okura as those of Netaji? 
It will bo a sacriloge. 
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Prof. SUxrxxexx G-u.1xex 
Former 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
( LOK SADHA ) 


Dear Dinesh Singhji, 

I hope you have returned from USA and keeping quite fit for 
your daily work after US tour. 

I hope while in USA you asked Shri Siddhartha Shankar Ray, to 
take up the issue of Investigative Inquiry about Netaji. If Shri Ray 
tries it will be possible for him to collect the report of Mac Arthur 
on the alleged aircrash involving NetajS Subhas Chandra Bose and 
also the report of theim inquiry made by the Govt, of Taiwan. 

If Shri Ray patiently pursue? the matter, it will be possible to 
collect all these information about Netaji f rom the archives of 
the Govt, of the USA. USA may also possess information about 
Netaji's presence in Russia. I hope you have toiJ all these things 
to Shri Siddhartha Shankar Ray. 

< Recently the Statesman published an article of mine about the 

^alleged ashes of Netaji lying in the Renkoji Temple. I shall bo 
thankful if you kindly go through it and send your comment? about it. 
This article should be kept in your official file for reference. 

Wit h best wishes and namaskar, 
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X/2, ( ) N'l HAL I'AliK. 
CALCU 1 1A-700 032 
PHONE : 72-10)0 

11 Dcto 1993 


Shri Dinesh Singh 
Minister of External Affairs 
Govt, of India 
NEWDELHI 110011 


Enel. 


Yours sincerely, 

'VIA- X — * j ■>. *C. 


( SAMAR GUHA ) 
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No Proof Of Netaji’s Death 
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W HOSE oshos oru lying in 
thu RenkojI Temple in the 
vicinity of Tokyo? PTI recently 
circulated, a* nows report that 
war vatorans' of Japan have 


" turned greyish, his face and 
> body were not disfigured in any 
way. If that was the case, why 
did the Japanese fail. to take a" 
photograph of the uncovered 
askod for “final enshrinement" of body of "His Excellency Subhas 
the ashes in India. Can anyone '! Chandra Bose"? One such photo- 
in Japan vouch that the ashes in* graph * could ^ have ^convincecH mission that they didn’t know 
tho Ronkoji.Temple are those of everyone, i ev&n*)i the Anglo4$ l Where Netaji and General*She4 
uohi 


tho evening of August 17, 1945/ 
and landed at Tourane in north 
Indo-China for a night halt* This* 
is a recorded fact. But all the 
witnesses, except for Colonel' 
Habibur Rahman, told the Shah 
Committee and the Khosla Com- 


SJotaji Subhas Chandra, Bose? 
There is no proof. On the con- 
trary, there are .testimonials to 
suggest that the ashes in the ^ 
Ronkojl Temple are really those 1 
of Captain Ichiro Okura.; 

In confirming the 1 report of 
Netall's alleged death circulated 
by the Domal News Agency of.! 
Tokyo; the Forolgn Office of the ^ 
Government of Japan produced 
death certificate" alleged to be 
that of "His Excellency Chandra 
Bose" before tho Shah Nawaz 
Commlttoo in 1950. Tho snmo 
certificate wuh produced- boforo 
tho JKhosla Commission. Tho 
certificate was Issuod by the 
Municipal Office of Talhoku of 
former Formosa, now namod 
Tulpol. Tho certificate was writ- 
ten in Japanese script. When 
rendered into English, it was 
found to be the “death certifi- 
cate" of a non-regular captain 
namod Ichiro Okura.' The For- . 
sign Office of Japan still argued 
that it was tho death certificate 
of “His Excolloncy, [ Chandra 
Bose". t\ • 

MISSING BODY 

Another significant fact was 
also bypassed by the inquiring 
bodlps. Tokyo Radio announced 
on August 23, 1945, that Subhas 
Chandra Boso diod in an air 
crash on August 18, 1945, at 
Talhoku. But Goneral Isoda, the 
Chlof of the Hlkarl Kikan who 
maintained the political liaison 
botween tho Government of 
Japan and the Government of 
Aza*i Hind, received a "top 
secret" message from Japanese 
hoadqnartors on August 19p 
1945, that Subhas Chandra Bose 
diod in on air crash at Taihoku 
on August 18. Isoda was told 
that ibis news Bhould bo linmo^ 
dlatoly comrnunMjoted to the 
Indians in Bangkok. S. A. Ayer, i 
the Information Minister of the 


American authorities, that Netaji 
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TJTI circulated a report - that 
Ji Japanese war veterans have 
asked for /he. "final enshrine - 
merit* of the ashes lying in the 
Renkoii Temple near Tokyo , 
claiming \ these were NotajPs. 


dpi had stayed at night/at 1 
Tourane on August 17 arm could 
y* hot also ‘confirm whether they 7 
had boarded tho plane the next 
morning for Talhoku. 

/ What actually happened was 
that General Shedei and Netaji 
travelled back to Saigon and 
flew directly to Manchuria from 
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Samar, Cuba, former Member of Vi Dalat airport on August 1_8. This 
Parlianthnt, says the documents ' 
produced before the Shah Na- 
waz Committee and the Khosla 
Commission show that the ashes 
thoso of captain Ichiro 


were 
* Okura . 
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has been confirmed by a Chicago 
Tribune correspondent, Alfrod 
Wagg, on August 29, 1945, who 
communicated to Pandit Jowa-> 
horlal Nohru and the then Def- 
ence Minister, Snrdar Boldov 
Singh, that Subhas Chandra 
Bose was with tho Bishop of 
Dalat in the morning of August 
10, 1945. The Bishop of Dais' 

...I f . 1 also confirmed itJ 

The apanese witnesses stated After reaching Xour£me , Gene . 

before the Shah Nawaz Commit- , ra , shedei and S Netaji sepa rated 

ion nnn Iho Khnala (Tnmmiftclnn .. , r . . 7 - r 

themselves from the other pas- 
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hod really died in the air crash at 
Talhoku. j \\y, t v* ; U ^ 



tee and the Khosla Commission 
that “His Excellency Chandra 
Boso" and General Snedei were 
involved in the / air ) crash at ■ 
Taihoku at noon on August 18, 
1945. General Shedei had diod 
instantaneously and Netaji died 
some time later at Nonmon 
Hospital. ‘ f •. 

General' Shedei had been 
asked to assume command of 


sengers, went back to Dalat and 
from there both of them flew to 
Dairen in a separate plane. 
Actually, neither was In the 
piano that flow from Tourane to 
Taihoku on August 18, 1945. 

NO CRASH 

i According to a number of 
Taiwanese witnesses who ap- 
the Japanese Manchurian Army pearod or lntondod to appear 
to face tho unannounced Rub- i before tho Khosla Com miss loir/" 


Rub 

slan aggrossion of Manchuria 
afior the surrender of Japan on 
• August 15, 1945, to the Anglo* 
; American authority. His military 
.status was much higher than 
those ‘of the two .Formosan 


no plane crashod at Talhoku 
airport In the month of August 
1945, but a plane crashod almost 
at the some time a year before, in 
1944, and that too when it wa^. 
landing. There was no plane 


chiefs^ 1 General Isamaya * and crash at Taihoku on August 18, 


General Ando. If Netaji and 
General Shedei had flown to 
—Talhoku on August 18,. 1945, it 
A was the responsibility of both 
the Generals of the Japanese 
Formosan Army to roceive them 
at tiie airport. If Genoral Shedei 
and Netaji were In the plono that 
reportedly crashed at Taihoku, 
how could General Isamaya and 
^General Ando avoid going to 


Azad Hind Government who 

was at Bangkok, flatly refused to jjjjj Talhoku airport? V 
believe the news and askod 1 " 

Gonorul Isoda to bring the al- f*?' MORE QUESTIONS 
logod body of Netaji to Slngo- Nobody could give exact date 
poru for cremation thoro. Isudo", when the alloged body of Netaji loucy Chandra Boso nor Gene- 
oITerod to tako Ayer to TalhokU* was Cremated. Though Nataji ‘ Vnl ^'* o1!lTW 


1945, involving Netaji and Gene- 
ral Shedei although a plane 
landed there with Colonel Habi 
bur Rahman and some Japanese 
officers. As it was known to 
Goneral Isamaya and Genoral 
Ando that his “Excellency Chan- 
dra Bose" and Genoral Shedei 
were not in the plane, the 
question of their presence at tho 
airport did not arise. It was also 
known to them that the body of 
the person crematod on August 
21, 1945, at Talhoku creme- 
.torium was neithor “His Excel- 


N, 


from Bangkok to show him the 
body. The next day when the 
plane reached Formosa, it was 
found to land not at Taihoku but 
in a different airport In Formosa 
called Taichoo. Whon Ayor cot 
furious, he was assured that he 
would be taken to Taihoku the 
following morning. But after 
flying from Taichoo airport next 
day the piano landod in Tokyo, 
not Talhoku. if Netaji really died 
in the air crash on August 18 
and his body was thoro in tho 
Nonmon Hospital at Talhoku, 
why did the Japanose play hide 
ana seek with S. A. Ayer, one of 
Notajl's most trusted men? 

Take another instance of the 
Japanese hide and sook gome. 
Japan produced four or five 
photographs of the bandaged 
Colonel Hobibur Rahman, pho- 
tographs of an urn roportod os 
containing tho ashes of Netaji 
and n "cunvas bundle” holding 
the alleged body of Netaji. Tho 
Japanose witnossos of Nonmon 
Hospital said that although 
“Chandra Bose’s" body hod 


Kwbs head of the Azad Hind ^ 
|v Government which was offici- 
Vaily recognized by Japan, no ' 
Genoral or senior officer felt It 
nocessaiy duty to attond tho 
alleged funeral or give him any 
kind of military honour before 
the cremation. The funeral was 
entrusted to ^ a nondescript 
captain, Nakamura, and accord- 
ing to all Japanese witnesses, 
nobody waited at the crema- 
torium after pushing tho wholly 
covorod canvas bundle into tho 
furnace. It was stated that some- 
body collected the ashes tho 
next day to hand them over to 
Colonel Habibur Rahman who 
carried an "urn" containing these 
ashes after about 15 days to 
.Tokyo. And if General Shedei 
also allegedly died along with 
Netaji in the air crash at 
Taihoku, what hopponod to his 
body? 

~What really happened was 
'that the piano carrying General 
j Isoda and Subhns Chandra Boso 
/ certainly flow from Saigon on 


Val ShedolliThat is why neither^ 
General Isamaya nor General 
Ando had any reason to attend j 
the funeral and the whole task; 
was left to a non-descript officer 
Ilko Nakamura who actually 
currlod the body of Captain 
Ichiro Okura to the crema- 
torium. The body which was 
burnt at the Talhoku crema-, 
torium was that of Ichiro Okura 
and his ashes were sent 1 to 
Colonel Habibur Rahman to be 
carriod to Tokyo and from there 
to tho Ronkojl Tomple. v 
Now the question Is, whose 
ashos will be brought from the 
Renkoii Temple to India? A 
careful study of the episode 
revools that it whs nothing but a 
"deception plan" to give it an 
appearance of reality. The body 
of Ichiro Okura was found in the 
Nonmon Hospital. He died on 
August 19, 1945, and tho cromo- 
tion of his body was mado to 
pass off as that of Subhas 
Chandra Bose. Will India feel 
obliged to bring tho oshos of 
Ichiro Okura as thoso of Notojl? 
It will bo n sQcrilega. 
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Embassy of India 
Moscow 



Meeting with Mr. V.K. Touradjev. Deputy Editor-in-Chief, 

"Asia and Africa Today”, at 1200 hrs. on 29 June 93 


As desired by the Ambassador, I called on Mr. ViK. Touradjev. * 
Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the monthly journal "Asia and Africa 
Today" at 1200 hrs. on 29 June 1993. After exchanging pleasantries 
and exploring the possibility of further cooperation between the 
Mission and the journal "Asia and Africa Today". I enquired from 
Touradjev whether "Asia and Africa Today" would soon start 
publishing a series of articles, based on KGB archives, alleging 
inter-alia that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was an MI-6 agent and 
that a close aide of his had worked for the KGB. 

Touradjev confirmed that the August (8/93) issue of 
"Asia and Africa Today" would carry an article titled "The Secret 
Behind the Death of S.C. Bose" by Prof. Raikov, a well known_ 

Indologist based in Liptsk. The article would explore the 

various theories advanced from time to time, regarding the 

circumstances of Netaji's death. Its inclusion was essentially 

meant to generate reader interest in two further articles which 

would be published in the September (9/93) and October (10/93) 

issues of "Asia and Africa Today". Touradjev clarified that he 

was the author of these two articles and that they were based on 

KGB archives which he had been privileged to personally examine 

and which had been shared with him by contacts he had in the 

Russian intelligence service. In an attempt to convince me that 

his articles were based on genuine KGB documents, Touradjev showed 

me from afar a copy of a letter dated 11/12/1943, marked "MOST SECRET", 

and addressed by a Col. G.A. Hill of British Intelligence to a 

Col. Osipov of Soviet Intelligence. 

In response to a query, Touradjev clarified that to the 
best of his knowledge the Russian Intelligence Service did not 
possess a separate file on Netaji. In his view, this would seem 
to show that Netaji had never visited the Soviet Union since, at 
least in earlier years, a file was usually opened on every foreigner 
arriving in the country. The documents he had based his articles 
upon were primarily reports filed by the then Russian intelligence 

2 /- 
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agents in Kabul, letters addressed by British Intelligence to 
their Soviet counterparts, plus other stray correspondence which 
he had come across in the KGB archives. 


I specifically queried Touradjev as to whether his two 
articles contained references alleging that Netaji had been a 
British agent. If so, this would be quite unfortunate, given that 
Netaji was a widely respected national leader whose memory was 
deeply cherished by the people of India. 

In response to this and other queries, Touradjev made 
the following points: 

(a) His articles did not bring out thatuNetaji was a MI-6 
agent, in the sense of his being a "paid functionary". Equally, 
they did, however, show that Netaji "cooperated" with the British. 

In this context, Touradjev- pointed out that without British 
acquiescence Netaji could not have escaped so easily from India 
or lived for so long in Kabul'. Moreover, the instructions which 
Netaji sent from Berlin for carrying out subversive acts against 
the British in India, were never translated into action since the 
British knew of them and could take corrective measures. Touradjev 
repeatedly emphasized that the KGB documentation which he had 
access to left him in no doubt that "Netaji had cooperated with the 
British". He added that only MI-6 could inform whether the 
relationship went beyond "cooperation" as additional details would 
only be available with them. He hoped that, once his articles were 
published, the British would join in sharing information on Netaji. 

(b) The KGB documentation, however, conclusively established 
that Bhagat Ram - Netaji 1 s aide in Kabul - had served as an agent 
of several foreign intelligence services e.g. the British, Russian, 
German, Italian and others. This would be brought out clearly in 
his articles. 

(c) His articles would be "scientifically presented" in the 
sense that they would fully annotated and would provide details of 
every important document referred to or quoted. They would thus 
analyze specific documentation and would not be largely speculative. 
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(d) In his view, the KGB archives material which he has 

quoted in his articles made Netaji "go up in his esteem, since 
it showed that he (Netaji) had contributed to the defeat of 
Fascism". He felt that his articles would in fact show Netaji 
as being an "even greater nationalist" since Netaji had striven 
for an independent India, rather than an India subservient to 
Germany or Japan. Touradjev clarified that the intention behind 
his articles was not to denigrate Netaji as a leader who had the 
best interests of India in mind, but to contribute to a better 
understanding of Netaji's historic role. 


In response to my query, Touradjev pointed out that 
the August (8/93) and September (9/93) issues of "Asia and Africa 
Today" (containing Prof. Raikov's articles and the first of his 
two articles) had already been sent to the printers. I did not 
specifically urge him to have the articles withdrawn, since it 
was evident that he would not do so in any case v 



(Ajai MalJiPtra) 
Counse lj.'d r ( Inf . ) 
30.6. 1993 


Ambassador 
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Former 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
( LOK SABMA ) 



*12, ( I NI UAL I’AKK, 
CALCU'l TA-700 (H; 


PHONE : 72- 1 601 

11 Oct o 1 99* 


JpmaTH 


Dear Dinesh Singhji, 

I hope you have returned from U5A and keeping quite fit for 
your daily work after US tour. 

I hope while in U5A you asked Shri Sdddhartha Shankar Ray, to 
take up the issue of Investigative Inquiry about Netaji. If Shri Ray 
tries it will be possible for him to collect the report of Mac Arthur 
on the alleged aircrash involving NetajSl Subhas Chandra Bose and 
also the report of theis inquiry made by the Govt, of Taiwan. 

If Shri Hay patiently pursues the matter, it will be possible to 
collect all these information about Netaji from the archives of 
the Govt, of the USA. U5A may also possess information about 
Netaji’s presence in Russia. I hope you have told all these things 
to Shri Siddhartha Shankar Ray. 

I Recently the Statesman published an article of mine about the 

/alleged ashes of Netaji lying in the Renkoji Temple. I shall be 


thankful if you kindly go through it and send your comment, about it. 
This article should be kept in your official file for reference. 


Wit h best wishes and namaskar 


Shri Dinesh Singh 
Minister of External Affairs 
Govt, of India 
NEWDELHI 110011 


Yours sincerely. 



( SAMAR GUH A ) 


Enel. 
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UN STARRED QUESTION HO .h fc 5 


KAJYA SA EHA 

UNSTARRED .QUESTION HO. 663 0 
TO RE ANSWE RED ON 11TH IjAY 1994 

ASHES OF NETAJI SUliHASH CHANDRA EOSE 




6630. SHRI VIREN J. SHAH: 

SHRI PRAhOD MAHAJAN: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ~ t <fT ■ 

be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the casket containing the ashes of Netaji Sufchash 

• Chandra Bose is kept at Renkoji -Buddhist temple in Tokyo j \ 

(b) what steps Government have so far taken to bring back to India 

• the ashes of Netaji from Tokyo’, and 


CO 


what is Government's attitude in this regard? 


ANSWER 

THTHWINTSTER OF STATE IN THE 

urn isrnror 

TSHUT 1T.T7 "eHaTIa) 


t--* _ _ - ° r \ 

I ed \ (V-, ^ Id <4 /M 


(a), (b )& (c) Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was reported to have died in 
Taipei(Taiwan) on August 18, 1945. His body was creamated two days 

later and the ashes carried to Japan. The ashes have since . been 
maintained at the Renkoji Euddhist Temple in Nakano, Tckyo. 

Two Commissions of Enquiry were appointed by the Government of India on 
the question of Netaji' s death in the air crash on August 1C, 1945. The 
first Enquiry Committee set up in 1S5S was headed by late Shri Sha’i 
Nawaz Khan and Included Netaji 1 s elder brother Shri S.C. Bose.. The 
majority opinion was that Nett ji met his death in the aircrasli and that 
the ashes at the Renkoji Tempi 3 were that of Netaji. However, Iletaji 's 
brother Shri S.C, Bose gave i d'.iss ending view. In 1S70, the one-man 
Justice G.D. Xhosla Committee also concluded that the casket lodged in 
the Renkoji Temple container, tne ashes of iletaji. There have beer, 
attempts to have a new enquiry instituted. There have also been moves tc 
have the ashes brought back to India, with all reverence and honour as 
befitting a man of the statu: e of Netaji Subhash Chandra Dose. However, 
many people, including Netaji' s nephews, still doubt the event of 
Netaji's reported death an- i question the veracity of the ashes. Ii. 
Japan itself, v?here the ashes are lodged, there have been repeats 1 
requests from the Renkoji k’emple and Japanese associates of Netaji for 
the ashes to return to In. iia. The issue of Netaji's death i-s charge, 
with emotion and opinions : -amain divided. Government of India, is of the 
view that bringing the act .as back to India in absence of a consensus on 
the issue might prove divisive and create tensions. 
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UIISTA3RSP QUESTION MO. $63 0 -• 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 11TH MAY 1994 


ASHES OF NETAJI SUliMASH CHANDRA EOSE 


6630. SHRI i VIREN J. SHAH: 

SH3I PRAhOD MAHA JAN : 


£LT* 


c * t 
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jillll the Minister of EXTEKHAL AFFAIES. 'l , iff "H'7' ' 
be pleased to state: * , ‘ . • 

(a) iwhether.. the casket containing the ashes of Netaji Sulbhash 

Chandra Bose is kept at Renkoji Euddhist temple in Tokyo; ; 

(b) what. steps Government have so far taken to bring back to India 
the ashes of Netaji from Tokyo; and 


(c) 


what is ^Government * s attitude in this regard? 


ANSWER 


THITHINISTEROF STATE IN THE 

josmr "ir.xr biiatiaj : 


Ov 


■ Factor 


* 


^ a ) ( b ) &-■ foil Sfeta^i ..Subhash Changrff^o aa^Jttasuffp otted . t o ha ve died, in 


>Taipei( Taiwan) on August 18, 1945. His body was creamated two days 


later and the ashes' carried to Japan. The ashes have’ since .been 

maintained at the ^erikoji Buddhist Temple in Nakano, Tokyo. - 

Two Commissions of Enquiry were appointed by the Government of India on 


the- question of Netaji’s death in the air crash on August 18, 1945. The 
first Enquiry Committee set' up in 1956 was headed by late Shri Shah 
Nawaz Khan and included Netaji's elder brother Shri S.C. Bose., The 
majority opinion was that Net* ji met his death in the aircrasli and that 
the ashes at the Renkoji Tempi 2 were that of Netaji. However, Netaji* s 
brother Shri S.C. Bose gave 1 , tfliss -anting view. In 1970, the one-man 
Justice G.D. Khosla Committee also concluded that the casket lodged in 
the Renkoji Temple container, the ashes of Netaji. There have been 
attempts to have a new enquiry ^instituted. There have Iso been moves tc 
have the ashes brought back to India, ‘with all rev-ex enea and honour as 
befitting a man of the statu: e of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. However, 
many people, including — Met aji’s nephews, still doubt — the event -of 
Netaji’ s reported death an-- 1 question the veracity of the ashes. In 
Japan itself, where the ashes are lodged, there have been repeated 
requests from the Renkoji Veraple and Japanese associates of Netaji fox- 
the ashes to return to Irvlia. The issue of Netaji* s death is charged 
with emotion and opinions 1 /amain divided. Government of India» is of the 
view that bringing the a cl .as back to India in absence of a consensus on 
the issue might prove divisive and create tensions. 



Jk 

Subject: Controversy about Netaji's death and allegations that he was 

an VI-6 agent. 


Prime Minister's Office had asked Ministry of Home Affairs to 
prepare a paper for the Cabinet on the likely form that the 
controversy regarding Netaji's death may take in the context of the 
following 

(a) The series of articles, based on classified KGB 
Archives, alleging that Netaji was an MI-6 agent and 
one of his close aides was a KGB agent, published in 
Moscow in the bi-monthly magazine "Asia and Africa 
Today" ; 

(b) Netaji's birth centenary due in 1997, 

?. The Ministry of External Affairs was asked to send us the 

English translation of the published articles. They have sent the 
following two Articles:- 

(i) The Secret Behind the Death of Subhash Chandra Bose 
- by A. Raikov. 

(ii) Whom Subhash Chandra Bose Fought Against During the 
Second World War Years - by V. Touradjev (Two 
issues) . 

3. The first Article by A. Raikov, a wellknown Indologist, is an 

account of how the ill-fated Japanese twin engine fighter plane carrying 
11 passengers on board - including the Chief of Staff of the Burmese 
Army Command, Lt. Gen, Sidei , 8 more Japanese military officers and 

2 Indian nationals, Netaji and his aide, Habibur Rehman - crashed 
immediately after take off from the Matsuyana Air Force base in Taiwan 
on 18th August, 1945. The plane was bound for Manchuria from 

Taihoku (Taiwan), It gives also a brief background of Netaji's 
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activities between 1941 and 1944 as contained in a book entitled 
"Jumping Tiger" - by a Serving Officer, H. Toya, which is the record 
of findings of a thorough research on Netaji' s activities during the 
period . The article also deals with the controversy that surrounded 
Netaji' s death necessitating thorough official investigation by the Shah 
Nawaz Committee and the Khosla Commission and the rumours that 
persisted inspite of their common findings that he had indeed died in 
the plane crash in Taihoku (Taiwan). The most popular rumour that 
Netaii was staying in the USSR seems to have provoked the author into 
seeking access to classified KGB documents in the Russian Archives. 
In the opinion of the author, the conclusions drawn by various 
investigations, including those by the two special groups of officers 
from the British Intelligence Service that were despatched to Taiwan 
and Saigon to verify facts about his death (on the basis of whose 
reports the arrest warrant of Netaii was revoked) are not open to 
question. Netaji did die in t hff aijr._ crash of A«gus4^1&, 1945.^*, 


4. In the second Article, the author has auoted one more 

document available in the KGB Archives, a 'certificate 1 which mentions 
"after the Japanese capitulation in the first half of September 1944,, 
TASS, quoting British sources, informed from Tokyo that Subhash 
Chandra Bose, staying in Japan, died." After this the KGB closed 
Bose's case. This has been taken as a conclusive proof of Netaji' s 
death in 194 5. 


? sr 


5. The second Article, in two issues, is mainly intended to show 

that Netaji cooperated with the British Secret Service VI-6 and was a 
British plant in the heart of the Axis powers. The following 
conclusions have been cJrawn:- 


(a) During his stay in Berlin and subsequently in 

Singapore and Tokyo, Netaji did not conduct struggle 
against Great Britain; he fought against Germany and 
Japan. 

(b) In the person of Bose, an influencial Indian politician 
who enjoyed tremendous authority in his motherland 
and whose sharp anti-British statements were widely 
known, the British introduced into the very heart of 
fascist Germany their man with a very reliable and 
convincing 'legend'. Through him the British rapidly 
came to know about strategic and tactical German plans 
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regarding India and the whole East and succeeded in 
neutralising persistent German attempts to create "a 
fifth column" in India to prepare a material and 
technical base for invading the sub-continent from land 
and sea. 


(c) Bose's vigorous activities to develop an underground 

network for espionage and sabotage in India was an 
illusion adroitly created by Soviet and British secret 
services. The Azad Hind Faui, knocked together by 
Bose from Indian soldiers who had fought on the side 
of the Allies and who had been taken prisoners in 
Africa, Malaya and Burma, was a sham army serving 
as an exotic decoration for Netaji and by no means a 
serious force. 


(d) The comprehensive reports passed on by Bose to his 
German friends on the military and political situation 
in India were skillfully prepared misinformation. 

(e) That in Japan too * where he was shifted in the spring 

\ r • : • 

of 1943, Bose was more engaged in what can be termed 
'window dressing 1 . His army, Azad Hind Fauj, an 
obiect of his pride, often marched bare-foot let alone 

\ * i 

with arms; but Netaii * having announced himself Head 
of State and Prime Minister of 'Free India' , as well 
as Defence Minister and Foreign Minister, surrounded 
himself with an exhorbitant suite, adjutants and 
servants. This was an attempt by him to put on the 
mask of an Oriental Padishah in order to make himself 
look important and significant in the eyes of his new 
bosses, the Japanese and the Germans, so that they 
trust him and share their plans with him. 


6. The above conclusions are based mainly on the following 

facts:- 


(i) The ease with which Netaii and his associate, Bhagat 

i 

Ram, managed to escape from India and get to Kabul. 

* 

(ii) The silence kept by the British colonial authority for 
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so long regarding Bose’s escape. 

(iii) Bose's friend and associate, Bhagat Ram, who owned a 
small shop in Kabul, was a professional British secret 
agent. In fact, he was an agent of four masters - 
USSR, Britain, Germany and Italy. 

(iv) The journey of Netaji in a German submarine enroute to 
Japan in March, 1943 and his transfer from the German 
to a Japanese submarine was known to the British in 
detail while he was still on his journey. 

(v) The British sent one of their wireless Operators to 
Berlin under the code name 'Tom' who provided them 
with an operative and independent radio link to Bose. 
The author suspects that, through Tom, Bose had 
informed London about his departure. 

(vi) The letter written by Netaji on 20th November, 1944 to 
the Soviet Embassador in Tokyo, soliciting the Soviet 
Government's assistance for his struggle for 
independence, recalls the help extended by the Soviet 
Government to him when he left India in 1941. In 
view ‘of the author, this appeal remained ineffective 
apparently because the Soviet security agencies did 
not want to complicate relations with their allies, 
having been informed that Bose was cooperating with 
British Secret Service. 

7. In the author's view the facts contained in the foregoing Para 

5 supplement Bose's mystic image and the halo of martyrdom and 
heroism. He traces the reason for Bose's collusion with the British to 
his possible realisation that facism had become the major enemy of 
entire humanity, including his beloved India. If he had gone for 
cooperation with the colonisers, it would have been only due to 
ideological convictions. Violence against individuals as well as racism 
preached by the fascists, and their hatred of humanity were strongly 
alien to him with strong democratic convinctions along the lines of 
Vi vekananda ' s teachings and paternal traditions of Hinduism, highly 
moral ideals of the socialists. If he had recognised violent methods 
as justified then it was only in the struggle against colonialism. This 
explanation is apparently aimed at toning down the sharpness of his 
conclusions that Netaji Jiad double-crossed. This notwithstanding, the 


SECRET 

/ 


allegations have serious potential of whipping up popular sentiments in 
India, more so when the conclusions are seemingly based on flimsy 
grounds. There is reportedly no separate file on Netaii in the KGB 
Archives. The entire findings are based on Soviet intelligence reports 
from Afganistan and other places and circumstantial evidence. 

8. Ministry of External Affairs had knowledge of the impending 

Articles and their contents as early as June'93. In fact, the Indian 
Counsellor, Ajay Malhotra, had met Mr. V. Touradiev, the author and 
the Deputy Chief Editor of 'Asia and Africa Today* well before the 
Articles were published. Sincere and serious diplomatic efforts could 
perhaps have been made by our Mission in Moscow in forestalling 
publication of these articles. In his report to the Ambassador, Shri 
Malhotra mentions that he did not specifically urge Touradiev to have 
the articles withdrawn since it was evident that he would not do so in 

any case. The three issues seem to have appeared in September, 

• — _ _ | 

November and December, 1993. It appears that the contents of these 1 
articles have not yet reached the Indian Media. That the likelihood 
of their being replayed in India in the near future cannot be ruled 
out. This may generate a new controversy. In view of IB, who were 
also consulted, publication of the Article alleging links of Netaii and 
his associates with MI-6 and KGB will evoke widespread reactions and 
could cause discomfiture to the Government. People would consider it 
to be a sinister design to tarnish the image of Netaii. Demands may 
also be raised from some Quarters to have the allegation of Netaii 
having been an MI-6 agent verified from British sources. One of the 
Articles alludes to the necessity of referring to classified documents of 
the British Secret Service to ascertain the veracity of the author* s 
conclusion. In any case, the Government agencies and media in India 
will have to be prepared in advance to convincingly rebut these 
allegations. 

9. Meanwhile, the question of Netaii *s mortal remains have 

assumed some urgency. The annual get-together of the Subash Chandra 
Bose Academy in Tokyo, on the occasion of the 48th Memorial Service 
last year, had received wide media coverage in Japan. The press 

l i 

reports were focussed on the concern expressed by the War Veterans of 
the Academy over Government of India's lack of interest in wishing to 
receive the ashes of Netaii in India. The Bose Academy members are 
reportedly thinking of disbanding the Academy and having the last 
memorial service in 1995 on the occasion of the 50th anniversary. If 
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no decision is taken by then, India may be asked by the temple to 
take charge of the mortal remains of Netaji whereby we may have no 
alternative but to store them in our Vission in Tokyo, It would look 
most inappropriate if we decline to take charge of the ashes. 

10. We had sought the views of the MEA and IB. IB thinks it 
would not be advisable to take any initiative in bringing back the 
ashes to India, as there is no demand from any quarters for doing so. 

If the ashes are brought to India, the people of West Bengal are likely 
to construe it as an imposition on them of the official version of 
Netaji 1 s death. 

11. In the context of the widespread sentiments that Netaji 1 s birth 
centenary in 1997 should be befittingly commemorated, MEA suggested 
that we should bring his ashes back to India with due respect and 
honour. According to them, the controversy on whether or not Netaji 
actually died in 1945 in Thaihoku and whether the ashes in the 
Renkoji Temple are indeed those of Netaji, is being continued by a 
vocal minority among whose leading figures are Shri Samar Guha and 
the Forward Block. As against this, there are many, including some 
of Netaji 1 s relatives, who accept the ashes as genuine. They feel 
that the ashes should be brought to India with due respect and honour 
as befit a person of Netaji 's stature, as part of the full public 
recognition of his role and contribution to India's Independence. In 
pursuance of this, WEfs suggested the following course preparatory to 
this:- 

» j ' ; ■ n 

(i) Promotion of concensus in favour of burying the 
controversy and bringing back the ashes from Japan - 

respected public figures and others to be discreetly 

\ 

encouraged to make statements, including in Parliament, 
requesting the Government to bring back the ashes; or 

i 

(ii) alternatively, establishment of a committee to 

commemorate Netaji 1 s birth centenary, with 
participation of public figures of various political 
opinions, who could give the call for bringing back 
the late leader's ashes to India. 

' ' m ' : i ' 

i n ! •! I ; r 1 . s< • • ’ art:* >ir M* ► 

12. Incidentally, on the basis of pressure exerted by people like 

Shri Samar Guha, who have never accepted the death of Netaji, MEA 
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bad asked the erstwhile Soviet Union / present Russian Federation if they 
had any information about Netaii's presence in Russia during or after 
1945. The Russian Foreign Office has indicated that their archives do 
not contain any material indicating Netaji having gone to the Soviet. 
Union. This should dispell the earlier popular rumour that Netaji was 
in the Soviet Union or in a labour camp in Siberia after 1945. 

13. In response to public demand, Government of India appointed 
an Inquiry Committee in April, 1956 to ascertain the circumstances 
concerning Netaji 's death in an air crash. The Committee comprised 
S/Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, Suresh Chandra Bose (elder brother of Netaji) 
and S.N. Maitra , former Chief Commissioner of Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. The Committee, by a majority of 2:1, came to the conclusion 
that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 18th August, 
1945. Shri Suresh Chandra Bose disagreed with this conclusion and 
submitted a dissenting report. Although the report of the Committee 
was considerably devalued by Shri Suresh Chandra Bose's dissent, the 
majority report was accepted by the Government. 

14. The controversy over disappearance of Netaji persisted. 

Rumours about Netaji 1 s survival and subsequent disappearance kept 
cropping up. In response to a demand for fresh inauiry by a number 
of MPs belonging to different political parties, the Government of India 
appointed a One-man Commission of Inquiry in July, 1970. Justice 

h G.D. Khosla , retired Chief Justice of Punjab High Court, was asked to 

"inquire into all the facts and circumstances relating to disappearance 

, -I " . v i 

of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and make a report to the Central 

Govrnment." The Commission visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, 

Singapore, Malaysia, South Vietnam and Taiwan and examined 224 
witnesses (including 100 examined abroad). A large number of files 

and documents produced before the Commission were examined. The 

Commission arrived at the same conclusion that Netaii died in the air 
crash at Taihoku on 18th August 1945. The Cabinet considered this 

report and accepted the finding. The report of the Commission, along 
with the Memorandum of Action Taken thereon was laid on the Table of 
both the Houses of Parliament on 3rd September, 1974. 

15. Shri Samar Guha moved a Motion in Lok Sabha on 3rd August, 

1977 urging Government to set up a 3-man Commission for conducting a 
fresh inauiry into the mystery of disappearance of Netaji. The 

discussion on the Motion was inconclusive. It was, however, found 

that the point raised by Shri Guha in the speech in the House had 
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been fully examined in the Home Ministry in the context of the Khosla 
Commission findings and no fresh grounds requiring further investigation 
by a new Commission had been advanced by him. The matter was, 
therefore, placed before the CCPA with the following proposal 

n The issue of Netaji's death and bringing of ashes to India is 
surcharged with emotion. We have already had two enauiries 
on the disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. It has 
already been accepted that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died 
in the air crash on 18th August, 1945 at Taihoku. The 
Ministry of Home Affairs are, therefore, of the view that no 
useful purpose would be served by holding yet another inquiry 
or by bringing the ashes back to India at present as this 
might create unnecessary tensions." 

The CCPA approved the proposal on 27th February 1991 and the matter 
was laid at rest. 

16. The allegation made in the paper entitled "Whom Subhash 
Chandra Bose Fought Against during Second World War years" that 
Netaji was an agent of MI-6 and his close associate, Bhagat Ram, an 
agent of four Masters, UK, USSR, Germany and Italy, is rather serious. 
This informatin has not yet been picked up by the Indian media. 
When this happens, there may be sharp reactions from various 
quarters. The Government may have to work 6ut a strategy to deal 
with the fall out. 

17. MHA after examining the entire matter, requested MEA for a 
critical analysis of the various diplomatic options available, including 
the option of asking the Government of Russia to authenticate the 
/factual position from their own records and MEA's assessment on the 
likely response from the Russian Government. R&AW was also asked to 
ido an indepth analysis of the existing information /intelligence and also 

develop additional intelligence to the extent possible to come to a 
conclusion regarding the facts of the case. 

18. Ministry of External Affairs informed that the Russian 
Government was not aware o f any facts wh ich substantiate the 
allegations made in the magazine. Since there has been no publicity 
of these allegations either in Russia or India, MEA feels that there is 
no need for over-reacting to the publication of such allegations. 



R&AW feels that the contents of the articles are too sketchy, disjointed 
and incredible to place any reliance on the alleged intelligence links 
of Netaji and his associate, Bhagat Ram. However, considering the 
explosive potential of a possible replay of these write-ups in the 
Indian media, in the run-up to the birth centenary of Netaji in ^997, 
they have suggested that MEA take up the matter with the Russian 
Government at an appropriately high level to scotch any further 
attempt at such tendencious, lurid speculation regarding the life and 
work of one of the greatest patriots of India. MEA has been advised 
accordingly • 

19. As for the controversy about Netaji 1 s death and his mortal 

remains at the Fenkoji Temple in Tokyo k the matter has assumed 
considerable urgency in view of what has been mentioned in foregoing 
para 9. A decision will have to be taken soon. There seems to be 
no scope for doubt that he died in the air crash of 18th August, 1945 
at Taihoku. Government of India has already accepted this position. 
There is no evidence whatsoever to the contrary. If a few 
individuals/organisations have a different view, they seem to be guided 
more by sentimentality rather than by any rational consideration. The 
belief of these people that Netaji was alive and out of contact with 

any Indian, but would appear when found necessary, has also lost 

i 

relevance by now. In view of the aforesaid facts, Government of India 
should take a decision in principle; the strategy and the modalities 
could be worked out thereafter. 

) 

20. The entire matter is placed before the Committee of Secretaries 
for consideration and directions on the following issues:- 

a) The birth centenary of Netaji is proposed to be 

celebrated in a big way in India in 1997. The Bose 

Academy in Japan is insisting that the Government of 
India should take possession of the mortal remains of 
Netaji. A decision has to be taken whether the ashes 
should be brought to India or stored in our Mission in 
Tokyo. 

b) The MEA should mount diplomatic efforts to forestall 

any further publication of such articles. 


c) The strategy will have to be worked out, in advance, 
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for damage control in the event of the articles being 
publishedin the Indian Media. 

21. This issues with the approval of Home Secretary. 
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THE SECRET BE HIND THE DEATH OF rHJPHAfH CHA NDRA HO SE 

By A . RATKOV, D.f o . (Mi : • c-rv - 

On 18th of August i r M r -. fnnr day'* -i rt.or the Japanese Fmper or 
had declared acceptance of the Post, dam DoM nrq ti on and of the fact rif 

j 

t o 1; a 1 c a p i tu lotion, t h e J p p e r e f • e t win <hi rune f i g b t r 07 - 1 1 - P a 1 1 i t no k 
off to Manchuria from Matsuyana airforce bane in Taiwan. All twelve 
anti -craft machine puns vjere remover] from this fighter plane as all 
military actions in this region call'd off. The first pilot AOYAGT . 

who niloted this flight was assisted hv Ha ior 'Mkizawn. 

\ 

I 

There were altogether 11 passengers on board including the Chief | 
of Btaff of th a Burmese Army command Lt. General Sidei , eight m^re 
Japanese military officers and two Indian nationals. 

As this flight was heavily loaded, it could take off with meat 
difficulty from the run-wav. Boon after the departure, the left propeller 
followed by the left wine engine fell apart and the craft took a stmp 
tilt to right and crashed on th° ground. despite d°soarate efforts hv 
the pilots. Both pilot Tnkizev;n and Che '.moral , who sat on the free " 
seats died. The passengers remaining alive had tc come out practically 
through the flames. Among them, there were two Indians - prominent 
leader of the Indian freedom movement, fubhash Chandra Pose and his 
aide Habibur Rehman. Bose received serious burns and facial wounds. 

Bis aide helped him to get out of the burning clothes and laic him M 
t V]n grass. 

Evidence of H. Rehman on this mishap has been published on a 
number of occasions in the Indian pr^es and in other literature. Later, j 
it was further elaborated by a Janan^s° journalist. Tstsuo Khayasita in 
his book, which carries a complete list of names and addresses of these 
who remained alive. Nevertheless, the fact of the crash continues to 

t 

be a mystery for many people. 

It may be said without, any exaggeration that this tragedy has 
evoked great- attention among wide circles of the Indian public. If' 
because one of the undisclosed mysMri.es of the last days of the Second 
World War and turned to be the subject of considerable literature. Now. 

48 years passed and this issue has retained not only its acuteness 
but also acquired increased relevance. In this connection, our country's 
name is increasingly mentioned. Nobody bothers about the fate of the 
Japanese General and officers. Researchers and politicians on 1 y focus 
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on the fete of this person - Subhnsh Chandra Bose. Let us examine ell versions 
that ere available on date. 


CR ASH I N M ATSUY AMA 

How could Subha sb Chandra Bose - a contemporary of Jawaharlal Nehru 
and elected President of Indian National Congress in 19?B and, being the most 
popular leader in India, happen to be on-board the pi nn^ ? He represented 
that majority faction of Indian na t ional is ts , who arg ued for mustering 
support from the nation 1 s hostility British. During the Second World 

War, he made a mistake by anticipating the victory of the fascist alliance 
and ran from India to Germany in 1941 and later managed to reach the East 
in a submarine. In Burma, he became the head of the puppet Government of 
’’Free India” and commanded the so-called Indian National Army (INA) formed 
with the help of Japan, by recruiting Indian prisoners of war. Some 
divisions of this Army took part in the armed attack by the Japanese Army i 
against the Indian town of Imphal . 

With the Japanese defeat, Bose’s position became weak and the 
British Court prepared a severe sentence on him for his alleged alliance 
with the enemy. At that point, according to versions of some researchers, 

Bose tried to seek asylum in the Soviet Union and expected to get support 
there for his patriotic activity. He could astutely forsee the cracks in 
relations among the anti-Hitler coalition and thought of taking advantage 
of it. The Japanese command in Burma offered him support in this and he 
left for Mukden from Singapore in order to establish contacts with the 
Soviets. The Matsuyama crash shattered this flight. Further developments 
were covered in Khayasidas book, who happened to be in Tnibn. 

Heavily wounded Pose, who fell unconscious, was removed to th° 
hospital , where he died after eight in the evening despite intensive 
medical treatment including transfusion of blood, injections and sulphamide 
drugs. At the time of his demise, two Japanese doctors Tosimi and 
Tsuruta, Habibur Rehman , interpreter Nakamura, and a Chinese nurse were 
present. Nakamura recalled that immeidately after the last breath of 
Bose, his aide Rahman bent on his knees and prayed for a few minutes with 
tear filled eyes. He tried to get the body of Bose transported either to 
Singapore or Japan. But the Japanese decided to cremate him immediately. 

The funeral ceremony took place on ?? August in the presence of Haoibur 
Rahman, two Japanese officers and a Buddhist priest. The mortal remains 
cf Bose were then brought to Tokyo by Habibu Rahman, where a similar 
ceremony was held before keeping it in a Buddhist temple, Renkoji, six 
kilometres from the central part of Tokyo. 


T:i-j first news s^J>6ut the demise of done wnrt conveyed by Japanese 
Radio on 20 August and on 23 August, it w*a officially confirmed. 

This tragic news really iVi.uwi the Indians and thousands of 
soldiers of the INA in Burma perceived the demise of Bose as their persona] 
tragedy. In India itself, his compel, ri ot.s f who had come to know a lot 
about Bose in Burma and Malaya through the media, and highly regarded him, 
were shocked by the news of his death. But, the atmosphere started changing 
quickly. The issue around the delayed information on the crash was 
raised for debate, though it was easy to explain the chaos and confusion 
which prevailed at that time in a country which fought a lost battle and 
awaited foreign occupation. It was widely believed that some secret had 
been hidden and it was felt that there was something behind the disappearance 
of Bose. Even, M.K. Gandhi stated : "T am deeply convinced that Subhash 
Bnbu ( in Bengali - Mr.) is alive" . 


PRELIMINARY RESEARCH 

Indians were not the only ones who evinced interest in this 
incident. The British Gov^rnm^nt was concerned by the fact that thousands 
of Indians joined TNA, the popularity of which was high as a fighter for j 
freedom, and so cfe<:Vf<?d (c t'o^anise a show-down legal prosecution against 
thfv 1 eadershi p of TNA, primarily against Bose. An arrest warrant was 
signed and issued. Two special groups, consisting of officers from the 
Intelligence Service, led by rinn and Davis v/ere appointed for investigation. 
Th° Davis group visited Saigon, from where the plane with Bose on board 
took off for Taibey. Later, it. went to Taiwan. The Finn group made a 
series of inquiries in Bangkok. Both, Finn and Davis prepared reports on i 
their investigations which were never published. Put there is one very 
interesting fact which allows one to judge the results achieved : os a 
result, the arrest warrant on Bose was revoked. Obviously, one can suppose 
that convincing evidence of the death was received. 

One more parallel investigation was conducted by the Director of 
Anglo-Indian Military Intelligence under General McArthur in Tokyo, which 
gave a similar report. One should not ignore a detailed documentary 
compilation "Jumping Tiger" by a Service Officer H. Toye , which covered 
the entire activity of Bose between This book was released in 

London In 1939 and was highly evaluated by experts. FI. Toy never questioned 
the death of Bose. 
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Soon, the Indian side also started its own investigation. The 
popularity of Bose in India and especially in Bengal shot up to its peak. 
Tens of books on him and on his TN A were published - selective and collected 
works, speeches of Bose, memoirs by close contemporaries of Bose, 
collection of documents on the activity of "Free India" in Burma were 
published. In that atmosphere, a case against three detained officers 
of INA was lost and the British Court did not even dare to sentence them 
and therefore, released them. 

The Indian public has virtually craved for confirmation of rumours 
that Bose was alive. Recently launched Indian agencies like "Free Press 
of India" and "News Service" have sent their corresponden t Harin Shah to 
Taiwan, and for this visit, the founder* of these agencies Sadanand could 
manage to get personal invitation from Chinng Kaishek. Two contemporaries 
of Bose - A.K.N. Nombiar, who was in Germany with him and A.K. Iyer - who 
was in Burma travelled along with Harin Shoh. 

The Indians worked very thoroughly. They 'questioned a number of 
eye-witnesses and others, majority of whom were of Chinese nationality, 
witness to those events. They were, mostly workers of the hospital where 
Bose died, as well as officers of the Bureau of Health and Hygiene of Taibei 

Evidence was collected even from the Japanese witnesses who 
remained in Taiwan after its independence from Japanese occupation. Marin 
Shah photographed the most important witnesses as well as documents, for 
example, Bose’s death registration certificate, the unearthed Tsian Pisha, 
a Chinese hospital sister, who told him the most disconcerting phrase in 
all his investigations : "He died here, I was by his side". Harin Shah 
wrote later that the sister’s words put him and his fellow-men in a daze 
closo to delirium. "we looked at her ns if we were in a trance". 

The Indians followed Pose’s last journey from the hospital bed tn 
the crematorium, while still searching for all those who accompanied him 
on this journey right down to the Chinese crematorium worker, Chu Tsunc, 
who did do a cremation on the 22nd of August at 6 o’clock in the evening. 
Harin Shah examined the chamber, holy for every Indian which was used 
only once in 1945 as it was meant, for tall, stalwart people, and Bose 
was definitely not one such man. 

Invariably, all the witnesses questioned alluded to the fact that 
Bose and later his body was accompanied by a tall Indian with a bandaged 
arm and a cut on the face. That was Habibur Rehman. All the facts that 
Harin Shah received, linked up ; He made 8 statement that "no 
contradictions had been uncovered as concerns the fate of Pose’s body". 


CONTRADICTORY FACTS 


All the same, it is true thnt some contradictions are not all 
that substantial. For example, a disparity exists in naming the actual 
time Bose’s denth/The hospital sister, Tsien Piahn stated that death 
occured at 11 o’clock in the evening, T. Haisida - after R in the 
evening, H. Rahman - at 9 or 10 in the evening, the Taibei University 
Professor K.S. Bei - at 1.30 in the afternoon, and in the death certificate, 
preserved in the crematorium records, the time of death has been moved 
up to 4 o’clock in the afternoon of 19th August. More so, the cause of 
death has been named as heart-attack. Harin Shah did not fix his 
attention on these contradictions and remarked only that Rose's death 
certificate had been ’’carelessly drawn up". 

Facts about Bose's last words also arouse interest. Habibur 
Rehman published Bose's last message to his fellow countrymen : ”1 have 
fought till the very end for India's freedom and now give up my life for 
this goal. My countrymen ! Cnrry on this struggle . Very soon Tndia 
will be free. Long Live Free India l ” This is the very message that 
an eminent leader should give to his people. 

Put totally different words - " FJ, y Greetings to Commander 
Terauti" - are stated in the report of the 4th Division of the Asian 
Department of the Japanese Ministry of External Affairs, published in 
19^6 and wholly devoted to Bose’s visit to South Fast Asia from 1 943-4S, 
with the purpose of making evident that Japan rendered him all possible 
assistance. "These were his last words" - says the document. And 
finally, according to the evidence of the hospital sister Tsian Pisha, 
his last words were the following : "A calm death. I die with peace." 

When together with Harin Bhah, one goes over his book, ’’Verdict 
from Formosa" and the last pages cf the drama in Taibei open, it is 
impossible to believe that we are reading of someones devilish thoughts, 
the purpose of which was to cover one’s traces and hide the truth. Even 
the Japanese Matav Oabi whom Harin Shah not quite unexpectedly in the 
University Hospital, informed that his brother, a military police 
official, Masanori Nagoki, recounted to him the catastrophe at the 
aerodrome and of Bose’s death, and that he was accompanied by another 
Indian with a wounded arm. 

It is impossible not to mention one other supposition. If one 
were to assume that the catastrophe had not taken place and that a 
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secret agreement of some kind exists, which for some reason concerns the 

Jspanese, then why shoul d the Chinese pers onnel of the hospital and 

«• " - — — 

crematorium confirm the fact of Bose's death ? After all, when Harln Shah 
visited Taiwan, Taiwan was already free of Japanese power and the Chinese 
had no 

In 1947 an important meeting took place between Harin Shah and H. 

Rehman. As a result of a lengthy discussion that they had, Harin Shah 

came to the conclusion that his answers "totally confirmed all the facts, 

that had been collected by me from important witnesses in Formosa", In 

the end of 1948 or in the beginning of 1949* * he met with P ose's b rother. 

Sarat Chandra Eose, only to quickly start that whatever the fate may be, 

his feelings would never allow him to accept that his brother was dead. 

It _is to be m entioned that Saret Chandra Bose did no t st a te s ny reasonable 

or logical arguments for justifying his stand and was only guided by 

emotions . 

* — N 

Harin Shah also met with the outstanding leader of the Indian 
National Congress, Vallabbhai Patel, who did not hsve the least doubt that 
Bose had died. However, Harin Shah*s book on the investigations conducted 
by Him could not be printed for the next 10 years and was published only 
in 1956. Not hiding his insulted feelings, Harin Shah wrote that though 
he was the only Indian to visit Taiwan immediately after the war and tc 
collect convincing evidence on the circumstances surrounding Bose's death, 
a conspiracy of silence was organised around this issue. When after his 
investigations Harin Shah was preparing to leave Taiwan, he received a 
telegram from the head of the Sadanand Agency which well illustrates the 
attitude in India towards the news concerning Bose : "If you say that he 
is dead, then this is no news. If he is alive, then come back by any 
method, hire a plane”. 


In 1947, India gained Independence. In those happy, thrilling 
and at the same tine very troubled years, the question of Pose's fate 
somewhat lost its intensity. From 1945 till 1950, no Indian appeared at 
the temple of Renkoji to honour the distinguished Indian leader. The 
modestly dressed Buddhist monk was the only caretaker of the urn of his 
ashes . 


THE TREASURE SUITCASES 


But soon after the proclamation of the Indian Republic, the 
situation began to change. In May 1950 the head of the Indian Diplomatic 
Mission in Japan, K.K. Chettiyar, paid the temple a visit, after which 


Indians began to appear there regularly. And by the year 1955. on 18th 
August, the day of Bose's death, a memorial service was held there, which 
was attended by prominent Japanese personalities other than Indians. Also 
present were the widow of the Japanese premier Todzio and four generals. 

It was then that there also begfin to surface some not so unimportant 
facts and details that had earlier not interested anyone. These concern, 
in particular, the issue of Jewels, found in Bose's suitcases. It became 
known that two of them contained approximately 140 kg. each of gold jewellery - 
rings, bracelets, chains, necklaces, sacrifices made by the Indian 
population living in the Japanese occupied countries for the needs of the 
INA and Bose's leadership. Hsbibur Rehman stated that on the very next day 
after Bose's death, he had enquired of them from the Japanese officials. 

He was informed that the aircraft had burnt along with its cargo contents, 
but that some small amount of jewellery had been saved. Haisida wrote that 
all the involved personnel did everything to fulfill their duty, to collect 
and preserve all the valuables and now ( the book was published in 1964) 
they are "a contribution to Indo-Japanese friendship". 

Actually, however, things look different. The jewels were collected 
with the help of a few tens of people, who covered the site of the catastrophe 
with sand, after which the gold and jewellery were put into a big jerry-can 
and sealed. But Habibur Rehman was handed over a wooden box with the 
valuables in addition to the broken seat. They weighed in all only 11 Kgs. 
and everything had been damaged by fire. Later, this box was kept under 
the care of the President of the League of Indisn Independence, Murli, in 
Tokyo, who on 24 September 1951 handed it over to the Indian Mission in 
Tokyo, after which it was delivered to Delhi and placed in the State Museum. 

It is interesting to note that Pose's gold cigarette case with 
diemonds, n present to him by Hitler, was preserved. 

In spite of all the investigations and evidence from eye-witnesses, 
the belief that Bose had not died and that the story of the in-air 
catastrophe was cleverly fabricated, continued in India. 

A new attempt to reach for the truth was undertaken. The Director 
of the Bureau of Information of the Government of Bombay State, S.A. Iyer, 
who in August 1945 himself saw Bose off at the Saigon airport and who later 
went to Tokyo, where ho met H. Rehman in late May 1951* again set off for 
Japan so as to convince himself that the air crash in Taibei had really 
taken place. Apparently, the most important event for him were the meetings 
with the surviving aviation Colonel Nanogaki and Army Captain Aral. They 
confirmed the evidence collected by H. Rehman, already known to him. 


On the 15th of September 1951, he wee invited by Prime Miniater 
Jawaharlal Nehru for discussions, to whom he showed photographs and 
documents that he had collected and which had been signed by Japanese. 

M J don’t have the least doubt that the ashes that are in the temple of 
Renkoji in Tokyo - are indeed the ashes of Netaji", - stated S.A. Iyer. 

A resume of his report to the Prime Minister was presented before the 
Indian Parliament. 

However, as before, these evidences were not believed, and wide 
c ircles of_In4 1*n society demanded official investigations. The Government 
was compelled to yield and on 5th April 1956, 8 special committee to study 
the facts concerning the last period of Bose’s life was constituted, "as 
public opinion demanded that all the facts be studied and then made public". 
Its composition was carefully prepared. First of all it included Subhash 
Chandra Bose's elder brother - Suresh Chandra Bose. The Committee also 
consisted of Shah Nawaz Khan, the TNA Major General and the then Parliamentary 
Secretary for Transport and Railways. He literally worshipped Bose, as 
his memoirs published in 1946 make clear. 

The third member of the Committee was S.N. Maitra, the Chief 
Co mmi ssioner of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, that were occupied by 
Japanese troops and later "handed over" to Pose's leadership. 

The Committee worked under difficult conditions, being subject to 
the strongest of pressures. It immediately met with conflicting evidences 
which did not at all help objective investigations. A member of the 
Legislative Assembly of Madras State, M. Thevar, made some sensational 
statements that he had recently made contact with Bose. However, the 
Parliamentarian refused to produce any documents or share any secrets with 
the members of the Committee. The Committee's attention was drawn to 
Pose's instructions, supposedly riven by him to his comrades-in-arms, tc 
go underground and be in contact with him on radio. Such attempts were 
indeed made in Bangkok in the 10 days after Pose's departure but without 
success . 

The members of the Committee conducted laborious investigations 
in Delhi, Bangkok , Saigon and Tokyo, having interrogated 67 witnesses 
including four of the six surviving Japanese officers. In its report, 
the Committee stated that it did not receive any evidence directly 
confirming Bose's death. 

From the photograph, printed after his death with his face covered, 
it was impossible to identify him, though H. Rehman ( in the photograph, 
standing next to him) explained that-Bose's face was very swollen and 
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was also disfigured by cuts and wounds. At that time, Rehman lived in Pakistan, 
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but his testimony was received by the Committee. 


The Committee could not visit Taiwan due to absence of diplomatic 
relations between India end the Kuomlntang Government, but it took into account 
the findings of the investigation carried out by Harin Shah. The C omm ittee 
noted that it had got testimonies on Bose 1 a dea th from persons of differen t 
Rationalities who had not been in touch with each other and therefore, any 
agreement between them was ruled out. Thus, there was no reason to doubt 
the fact. A report by the Committee emphasised that Bose's remains lay in 
the temple of Renkoji in Tokyo and should be shifted to India to erect a 
memorial over them at a proper venue. 


ADVANTAGE THEME 

However, not ell members of the Committee agreed with those findings. 
Bo se * s brother Suresh refused to sign the report and submitted. jbo alternative 
text casting doubts on the Committee's findings. In this connection that 
part of the report is noteworthy which sets forth considerations by the 
authors regarding those who do not believe in Bose's death. Such people 
can be divided into two groups. The first one comprises members of Pose's 
family who believe that he is alive, out of contact with any Indians and 
would appear in India when he finds it necessary. Bose's relatives sre of 
the opinion that the Japanese Government helped him to go into hiding and, 
as for Rehman' s testimonies, one should hot attach any importance to them 
since he is bound by an oath. An official report by the Commissioner 
rejected this argument on the ground that Japanese testimonies are confirmed 
by representatives of other nations. Besides, if H. Rehman is bound by an 
oath, this is not the case with the Japanese, who simply have no reasons 
to lir. Let us add tc this that under the conditions of the Cold War 
when Japan become a US ally and when antagonists used any facts for 
conducting a propagandistic war, it would have been very advantageious 
for Japan and the West to spread information that Bose had reached Mukdan, 
crossed the Soviet border and was apparently being kept in prison. That 
would have been a very advantageous theme, promising them a lot of benefits 
from varied points of view. There could have been individual Japanese 
eager to use the sensational materiel to further their own ends. However, 
nothing like that happened. The report stresses that the second group 
sticks to the opinion that Bose has been seen by some people, that from 
time to time he turns up in different places, for instance, in China. The 
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author of a brochure published In India argued that Initially Bose had been 
a Russian prisoner, later - a General of the Chinese Army and subsequently 
a member of the Mongolian trade union delegation to China, Some people 
even stated that they have seen Bose smong Nagas fighting against Indian 
troops . 

In spite of the fact that the o fficial committ e e of 1956 carried out 
a lot of work and collected numerous pieces of evidence on Bose’s death, 
its report was considerably devalued by Bose’s brother’s refusal to sign 
the do cument , his rejection of the very thought of Bose's desth and 
submitting of the text of his own findings . This circumstance only multiolied 
th~se who doubted the fact of Bose's death in 1945. The number of 
conjectures about his possible fate increased. The prevailing version was 
that Bose was in the Soviet Union. The Indian Government was repeatedly 
presented with demands that it should conduct another investigation. In 
December 1967, about 350 Indian MPs sent a memorandum to the Indian President 
insisting that explorations should be carried out in cooperation with the 
Governments of Japan and Taiwan. "Nothing but such an investigation would 
satisfy the public opinion and would dissipate the mystery of the Netaji", 
said the message. In June 1 n 68 , a prominent Indian historian Samar Guha 
stated at a press conference that "a new investigation of the Netaji 's 
mystery is our national duty". 

After a delay of two more years, the Indian Government was eventually 
induced to appoint by an ordinance of^ 1 1_ July 1970 a commission consisting 
of one member - G.D. Khosla, a retired Judge who earlier headed the Supreme 
Court of Punjab. He was entrusted with the mission to "explore circumstances 
related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in 1945 and 
subsequent events". By that decision the Government itself questioned 
the findings of the 1°56 Committee. 

G.D. Khosla accomplished the mission. He published records of 
examination of all major witnesses who tried to prove that Bose had not 
died in a crash landing and indicated numerous contradictions in their 
testimonies. "We should reconcile ourselves to the* fact of his death and 
seek consolation in the thought that he died ardently serving his motherland", 
\he wrote in the report, maintaining further that it was time to abandon all 
poubts regarding the death of the outstanding politician. 

A CLUE 


As a result of the investigation yet another book was published in 
India. But the situation did not change in the least. From time to time 
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the Indian press published sensational reports of s most incredible character* 

A furore was created by the report that one Sadhu in Shaulmari Ashram, WFot 
Bengal was identified as Bose, the fact bavin* been confirmed by many of 
his associates* A sudden disappearance of the Sadhu seemingly proved the 
correctness of the surmise. The report was especially intriguing as one 
Delhi taxi driver stated that he had seen Bose in that disguise. There 
were also testimonies that he had been seen in Rangoon dressed as a Burmese 
priest. An explanation as to why he was in hiding was also suggested : 
it was alleged that hie personality sustained changes, he had lost his 
memory and was even unaware that the war was over. 

But still the most popular was the version accordinp to which Pose 
was staying in our country. The data available on that score might be 
divided into two groups. According to the first one, Bose was welcomed in 
Moscow as an honourable person. Somebody testified that on December ?4, 1QS6 
Bose had been received in the Kremlin. Others maintained that Bose had been 
seen in a Siberian camp. Former MP, Dr. Satya Narayan Sinhs told O.D. Khosle 
th8t this had been conveyed to him by a certain Russian Officer KuslovfKislov?) 

The fate of the Swedish diplomat Raul Vallenberg greatly stirred 
up interest for the latter version. 

"Echo of the Planet" Magazine ( November 22 , 1°92) published a well- 
founded article by A. Vinogradov titled "Life and death of Netaji Pose" - the 
first one exploring this subject in our press. The article contains a 
number of facts which indicate that, after the Second World War, Bose seemed 
to stay in the Soviet Union. But since it adduces no indisputable document, 
the article unfortunately, can only add to the long list of Indian publications 
of the same kind. The author is supplemented with a remarkable 

editorial note which very cautiously says that "Moscow is quit* 1 well 
informed about the reel state of things, more than this, the relevant 
document is available". Unfortunately, it is impossible to understand 
why precisely is meant by "the real state of things" and to what that 
document "relates. The reference made to "reliable sources" is astonishing 
too. In the epoch of openness we have got accustomed that our journalists 
do not conceal things they know. 

The author of the article has at his disposal a single reliable 
document pertaining to the subject - a letter by the "Main Archives Department 
of the Foreign Ministry of the USSR which says that the archives of the 
Foreign Ministry contain no documents on contacts between Soviet diplomats 
and Bose. 

However, there are many other archives in our country. Probably they 
contain a clue to the mystery of Subhash Chandra Bose. 
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BECBS3ARY EPILOGUE 

By V. TOURADJEV 

Probably, until recently only experts knew about Chandra Bose in 
our country, though he is quite an ‘extraordinary figure. Bose is not 
only 8 prominent politician. He is a remarkable, but in many aspects also, 
a controversial personality, a man whose life and fate 8re wrapped up in 
a shroud of many legends and mysteries. One of the mysteries is connected 
with our country. Many in Tndis snd not only in India, are still confident 
th8t at the very end of the War, Netaji found himself in the Soviet Union, 
where his traces were lost. 

The above article by A. Reikov who has been for a long time engaged 
in profound studies on India seems to give a well-grounded answer to this 
question. Indeed, serious scholars do not look for sensations and do 
not question the fact of Subhash Chandra Bose’s death in August 1 Q 4S. 
Documents and testimonies quoted by A. Raikov, convincingly proved this.... 

But stil still doubts remain. 

Vinogradov’s article published in ’’^cho of the Planet” says that 
Habibur Rehman who accompanied Bose in his last flight got off from the 
plane in Taiwan and thus became not a victim, but a witness to the crash 
landing. However, the facts quoted by A. Raikov are indicative of a 
different thing. Habibur Rehman was near Netaji when the bomber crashed, 
having lost its left engine, and both of them had to get out from under 
the debris through* the flames. All those who were helping both Indians 
in those dramatic hours saw Habibur Rehman’ s fcandared hand and burnt face. 

The discrepancy is very serious. If A. Vinogradov is ri^htf and 
he leans on materials from the Indian press) then the version about 
Netaji f s double or, at least, about a man who pretended to be Subhash 
Chandra Bose, is possible. Japanese officers who flew with him in the 
plane, as well as Chinese personnel of the airport and in Taibei Hospital 
where efforts were made to save Bose’s life did not know him by face. 
Habibur Rehman knew him, but he got off the plane literally a few minutes 
before the crash landing. What was the reason for that ? The bomber 
was heavily overloaded. Put there were other passengers in it and a lot 
of luggage. And how could Netaji who was accustomed to numerous servants 
and personal guards be left without his adjutant ? Did he plan to cross 
the Soviet border alone ? 
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In such a case can we assume that Bose was not in the plane which 
crashed In Taiwan on the 18th of August 1945* Could it be that the crash 
landing was pre-arranged and Rehman, knew about it and left the plane in 
time ? Put which party so ccnningly organised that ? Were they Hose's 
friends - the Germans ? Hut at that time fascist Germany was plunged into 
defeat and ruin and leaders of the Third Reich hid ’’themselves as cockroaches 
in the cracks, committed suicide or were arrested and awaited trial. Were 
they Bose's patrons - the Japanese ? But Japan just beford’ that announced 
its surrender and its Generals cared only about saving their skins. Does 
it follow that they were Russians ? Put what on ear£h could be their 
reason ? True, there were also the British- sworn enemies cf Netaji. As 
is known, they had issued a warrant to arrest him. Rut they wanted Bose 
himself and not his double. However, there is a variant under which it would 
be convenient for the British to deal precisely with his double. We will 
discuss that varient later. 

Let us consider quite a simple question, dictated by common sense : 
What could be the reason for Bose's desire to go to the foviet Union ? It 

is known that Moscow for many years demonstratively abstained from any 

I 

contacts with him. ( Here also follows s natural question - Why ? ). And 
what could be the fate of the man who during the whole w3r had cooperated 
with fascists in the country which had first of all suffered from fascism ? 
Bose could admire "effectiveness and discipline" of the Nazis in the Thi-rties, 
but by the end of the War he already knew about extermination camps and gas 
chambers in Europe, about genocide of Russians, Ukrainians, Byelarussians, 
Jews, about sufferings and tortures of peoples, enslaved by the Swastika. 

Could Pose expect a warm welcome in the USSR ? Of course, he could not. 

f*n, consequently he found himself in a Siberian camp”, - a:*ain repeat 
tnose who stubbornly insist on "the Russian trace". Well, for God's sake, 
was Bose eager to get into a Soviet jail " . He, so to say, had an option, 
not necessarily in triumph. Probably, at first he would have had to stay 
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there in hiding. But in India he was adored and worshipped. And could 
the warrant to arrest, issued by British authorities, prevent him ? No. 

But there was another reason. And here we are approaching the main 
point which actually accounts for this note as a follow up of A. Rnikov's 
article. The thing is that the editors of "Asia and Africa Today" got the 
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opportunity to acquaint themselves with materiel from the KGB archives 
whlob are In. some way related to Subhash Chandra Bose. In our opinion. 


those documents Induce one to take a new alnnce at the life and fate of 
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promi nent figure of the Indian national libera tion mov ements We will 
discuss this subject in the next issue of the magazine. 
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"Asia and Arica Today" (Number 9» 1993) 

"Whom Subhash Chandra Bose fought against during Second World War years 11 

By V. Touradjev 

"In the epilogue to A. Raikov's article "Mystery of Subhash Chandra 
Bose's death" published in the previous issue of the magazine we informed 
our readers that we had got an opportunity to acquaint ourselves with 
materials from the KGB archives in some way connected with life and activities 
of that leader of the Indian national liberation struggle, an associate 
of Mahatma Gandhi and Javaharlal Nehru. Referring for assistance to the 
Intelligence Service of Russia we wanted to find out whether at the very 
end of World War II Bose had really found himself an the Soviet Union 
and what had happened to him. Rumours that he did not die in the air 
crash in Taiwan and did manage to get to Moscow, that he was noticed in 
Siberian camps are actively circulating not only abroad but also here, in the 
country of victorious Glasnost (openness) and democracy. 

Last year Subhash Chandra Bose w a s awarded the Bharat Ratna - 
the highest award of India, and in this connection arguments regarding 
his fate flared up with new force. 

So what really happened to Bose? Do the KGB archives contain 
an answer to this tjuest ion 

Documents which became available to the editors a* e very interesting, 
though they do not contain messages by fearless KGB men who would have 
reported as to how they had unscrewed nuts from an engine resulting in 
the crash of the airplane with Bose on board. Neither do they contain 
reports from Siberian camps which could have given rise to conjectures 
that Bose spent his last days right there. However, there is something 
in the materials from the KGB archives which would astonish not only Bose's 
Indian admirers. I realise the power of the information bomb which will 
explode on the pages of the magazine. For a long time I meticulously 
studied the documents received. They are old, thejeontained information 
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is chaotic. But nevertheless only one conclusion can be mode on theii 
basis. For this wc shall hove to refer to the events which occurred 
over half a century ago, at the very beginning of 1941. 



With g forced passport 


By that time Bose finally fell out with M.K. Gandhi and J. Nehru 
and established his own party - the Forward Bloc. He continued with his 
extremely radical position against British colonial rule and stood up 
for an independent and socialist India. He was telling friends that his 
intention was to move to the USSR and with Moscow's help to develop an 
active struggle for the liberation of the passionately loved motherland. 
England was his enemy number one. In turn the British perceived him as 
a dangerous rebel. They repeatedly jailed him, and late in 1940 he was 
again arrested. Court proceedings against him were to start on the 27th 
January, 1941. But the trial did not take place either in January or 
later. Bose escaped. The circumstances of his escape are not known. 


But there is information about his subsequent movements. Early 
in 1941 he turned up in Kabul together with Bhagat Ram, an activist of 
the left party Kirti Kisan which was close to the communists. Very soon 
they established contact with the German and Italian Embassies and in 
short time telegrams flew to BerJin and Rome reporting that the leader 
of the Forward Bloc party, Subhash Chandra Bose, sought German patronage, 
requested to take him across to Germany and offered his services for a 
joint struggle against the British. 

Circumstances of Bose's advent in Afghanistan and steps he took 
there are extremely important for understanding further events, so we 
are narrating them in details. 


Thus, Bose arrived in Afghanistan and referred for help to the 
Germans and not to the Russians, and requested them to take him to Berlin 
and not to Moscow. Some sources, including Bhagat Ram, maintain that, 
it was practically impossible to get in touch with the Soviet Embassy, 
whereas it was no problem for the Afghans, and consequently for the Indians 
to get access to the Germans. This is true. But in Kabul Bhagat Ram 
had a friend and reliable associate in the person of Uttam Chan^f, an owner 
of a small shop. Bhagat Ram owned a flat attached to that shop which 
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traded in gramophones and records of n famous British firm "His Master's 
Voice". Therefore, lit tarn Chang knew a path to the Russia ns , but for some 
reason did not propose to Bose to use it. One may surmise that Bose anyway 
did not want to. 


While giving evidence to an investigator in the Butyrskaya prison 
on January 20, 1946, Gans Pilger, the German Ambassador to Afghanistan, 
stated (quote from a rough copy of the record of evidence): "On arriving 
in Kabul Bose immediately approached me and subsequently Kuaroni (the 
Italian Ambassador), having stated that he is the leader of an Indian 
political party and that his party wages struggle in India against the 
British. Bose requested us to help him in emigrating from Kabul to Germany. 

I enquired from the German Foreign Ministry about that question, and they 
suggested that I should help Bose to leave for Berlin." 

I 

The Germans sought cooperation of the Soviet Embassy. Nowadays 
this seems strange and even improbable, but let us recall that in 1939 
Moscow and Berlin signed two agreements which announced "friendliness" 
in Soviet-German relationship. However, that did not prevent them from 
being on the alert about each other. The appeal by German "friends" did 
not surprise Moscow. By that time Lubyanka (the KGB) had already got 
a message by its agent about "a certain Hindu who escaped from India to 
Afghanistan and found shelter wrth "brewers". The Hindu was Bose, and 
as "brewers" KGB men designated German Secret Service men. 

"Brewers" wanted to airlift Bose to Berlin by a Soviet plane. 

That was Pilger's request at his meeting with our Ambassador. He also 
promised that Italian instructors who worked at the Kabul airport would 
be able to place the Indian on board, in secret from Afghan personnel. 

But the Soviet side categorically opposed the plan. "Brewers" had to 
provide Bose with a forged passport in the name of Italian engineer Orlando 
Mazzotti, since the Italian allies were in the know of the story. Fearing 
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that British agents might have the Indian revolutionary shadowed, the 
Germans requested issuing of a Soviet entrance visa to Bose in his absence. 

For this purpose our Embassy was specially visited by Pilger's assistant. 

Head of Chancery of the German Embassy, Schmidt. On March 15, visa N 064033 
was stamped in the passport of Italian subject 0. Mazzotti which allowed 
him transit through the Soviet Union without the right to halt. The instructions 
regarding issue of the visa was given personally by Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs A.Y. Vyshinsky. 



After three days, Bose accompanied by a staffer of the Grraiu 
Embassy, Wenger, left Kabul by car and on March 22, crossed the Afghan- 
Soviet border in the area of the Termez-Zaremba border control post . 
After that via Bukhara and Samarkand he set out by train for Moscow and 
further - for Berlin. 


During all that time neither the British nor the Indian press 
carried a single line about Bose. Half a year passed, and only then he 
suddenly became the topic of the day. It was indeed sudden as if somebody 
had given the command to start it. The row was incredible. Newspapers 
were headlined "Mysterious disappearance of Bose", "Bose mysteriously 
vanished", "Where is Subhash Chandra Bose?" etc. State officials, diplomats, 
journalists were racking their brains as to what could have happened to 
the Forward Bloc leader, how he had managed to escape and where he had 
been hiding himself. At last, on November 10, in Delhi while speaking 
to members of the State Council, Minister of Home Affairs Conrad Smith 
made a statement: 


"Since recently it has become known that Subhash Chandra Bose 
is either in Rome or Berlin in order to support the German invasion of 
India by the method of the "fifth column". Leaflets have emerged in the 
country which leave no doubt that he has sided with the enemy.” 


An analogous statement was made in London at the House of Commons 
by the British Minister for Indian and Burmese Affairs. Officials stated 
that' they did not have any information as to how Bose had managed to escape 
from the colonial authorities. 


The "Times of India" put forward its own version. In its issue 
of 12 November, 1941 it published an article which hazarded a conjecture 
that Bose had managed to leave India by a Japanese ship and subsequently, 
via Soviet territory, reached Italy or Germany. 


The British Ambassador to Kabul having visited the Soviet Ambassador 
under some formal pretext, questioned him during the conversation as to 
whether he knew anything about Bose and whether the latter had been issued 
a visa for travel to Germany. The Englishman was of the opinion that 
Bose could have reached Berlin only via the Soviet Union or Iran. It was 
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slutCMl to | hr HiJtisli diploma! that ! hr Soviet Kmb.issy in Kabul did not 
possess any information about Bose, bad bad no (onlitcl with him and had 
nevci issued a visa to a person having that name'. Formally t hat was tine, 
for the visa had boon received bv Italian engineer Orlando Maz/ot t i . 

My enemy* s enemy is my friend 


Thus, Bose found himself in Berlin where he launched an active 
anti-British campaign. Speaking on the radio, he wrathful ly stigmatised 
British colonialism and urged the Indians to side with the "Axis countries" 
(Germany, Italy, Japan). He emotionally maintained that the military 
defeat of Great Britain would entail liberation of India from centuries- 
old humiliation and slavery. He started to organise his Indian followers 
into a new military political organisation - The Indian National Revolutionary 
Committee - which was assigned the task of forming combat groups under 
conditions of profound secrecy and of starting large-scale subversive 
operations against the British. 


Bose persuaded the Germans to make the Italians transfer to 
him yjian soldiers captured in Africa. Those soldiers were proposed to 
constitute a core of "Azad Hind Fauj" which, as conceived by the Netaji , 
would triumphantly enter the motherland under the national green-white- 
orange banner. The organisation -"Free India" which he had set up in Berlin, 
practically performed in the eyes of its patrons the functions of "the 
Indian Government in exile" waiting for an opportunity to formally obtain 
this status and to receive international recognition. 


Bhagat Ram, Bose's friend and kindred spirit who had helped hi- to 
escape to Afghanistan, was the main, if not the sole channel of Bose's 
contacts with his followers in India. This personality is very interesting 
and worth examining closely. 


Having sent Bose to the Soviet Union, Ram shortly started to 
work ....for the Italians. On their instructions he made several trips 
to India and provided them with required information. The Italians wei e 
extremely happy. Intelligence data supplied by Bhagat Ram became a regular 
feature of reports by the Italian secret service in Kabul. 
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However, Germnn intelligence service were olso nlert aboul him, 
for they, naturally, had the detailed information about the valuable ngcnl 
Kwaroni had managed to obtain. "Brewers’* believed (it was actually surest ed 
to them by Bose himself) that Bhagat Ram could become a connecting link 
between the Berlin Headquarters of the Net aj i and his followers in India 
who were really regarded by the Nazis as the "fifth column". 

Meanwhile the Germans were thoroughly preparing for the invasion 
of the British colony. They wel 1 -groundedly considered that loss of "the 
Indian Pearl" would deliver a devastating blow to the British Empire. 

Directive N 32 by the German General Headquarters, dated 11 
June 1941 envisaged "continuation of the struggle against British positions 
in the Mediterranian Sea and in the Middle East by concentric offence 
which is proposed to be launched from Libya through Egypt, from Bulgaria 
through Turkey, and also, depending on the situation, towards the Trans- 
Caucasian region through Iran." The objective of that offence was to 
annex Iran, Trans-Jordan, Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Kuwait, South Arabia." 

Through Afghanistan, the Nazis planned to reach India, lay their 
hands on Indonesia, New Guinea, Borneo, Malaya, Singapore, the Islands 
of Oceania. 

That is why the Germans developed such active espionage and 
subversive activities in Afghanistan. Afghanistan was a springboard for 
their jump towards the East, and they set great hopes on Bhagat Ram. He 
was no stranger in the area of the Pushtoon tribes and had many friends 
in Afghanistan. Like Subhash Chandra Bose he did not conceal his anti- 
British views, announced his willingness to pay any price for achieving 
the main goal of his life - liberation of India from colonial oppression. 

Such a man could not but become an object of "brewers'" attention, who 
at first were embarassed only by the fact that he had contacted them on 
his own while helping Bose to shift to Berlin. The Germans badly needed 
Indian sources of information, reliable agents, arms depots, secret addresses. 
Having considered Bose and having checked him through their channels, 
they shortly offered him cooperation in the struggle against the common 
enemy - the British. Ram did not hesitate for long. In the long run the 
Oriental adage proclaims: "My enemys enemy is my friend". Besides in Berlin 
Bose was also vigorously developing work. Contacts with him could be exercised 
only through the Germans - Ram gave his consent. Having received a 
conspiratorial name of Rahmat Khan, Bhagat Ram became a secret agent of the 
German military intelligence in India. lhis happened in May, 1941. 
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Favoured by Fuehrer 

The above-mentioned exnmi nnt i nn records made at l he* But yi skaya 
prison ift Moscow in 194S-4b iirr suf f icif'iit ly indicative* ol the' import an<e 
to the Germans of the "Subhash Chandra Bose- Bharat Ram "linkage”. But 
now ] quote by Zugenbullcr, n cypher officer of the German military intelligence 
posted in Kabul under cover of the German trade representation. He said: 

M The German Government and intelligence bodies considered that the priority 
in activities of the German intelligence service in Afghanistan consisted 
in deepening work with Bose and Rahmat Khan." What was the concrete mani- 
festation of this? Zygenbuller clarifies: "Rahmat Khan was assigned the 
task of highlighting the political situation inside India on the basis 
of materials provided by the underground organisation which had been set 
up by Bose, gaining intelligence information about British military efforts 
in India, and of conveying instructions on subsersive activities against 
the British an India to Bose's organisation. For these purposes we gave 
to Rahmat Khan considerable amounts of money and two wireless sets. Materials 
handed to us by Rahmat Khan were highly appreciated in Berlin. The German 
Embassv in Kabul did not have any other channel of connection with Bose s 
followers in India. 

Bv the beginning of 1942, the Germans started practical prepara- 
tions for invading India. In February, Bhagat Ram was instructed to 
prepare and equip with all requisites the subversive groups which would 
be assigned first and foremost to disorganise work of ports along the 
whole sea coast of India, to arrange landing grounds for Japanese and 
German marines, to construct runways for aircraft of the German Air Force, 
to paralyze by acts of sabotage the defensive efforts of the British and 
to prepare the population for a rebellion against British rule. 

In his next instruction letter from Berlin, Subhash Chandra 
Bose ordered: 

1. Followers of Bhagat Ram are charged to send their representatives 

to areas contiguous with Afghanistan in order to persuade the tribes to 
rebel against the British authorities. The representatives should pledge 
to tribal chiefs to provide them with mi 1 i tar y equi pment and to state 
that the programme of Free India envisages economic help to tribal population, 
their protection from enemy attacks and that nobody would encroach on 
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the i nrirpcndcnc r nnd f rrodom of the tribes. The represent fit ivos should 
hr authorised to make agreements with individu.il tribes. 

i 

Bose requested to be kept informed about the results of tin* 
negot i at i ons vi t h the tribes and to speriiicallv indicate those' tribe’s 
with whom agreements on joint action against the British authorities were 
proposed to be concluded. 


2. To arrange a meeting with "Jamiat-al-Ulema" leaders, to convey 

to them Rashid al-Gilani's and the Mufti of Jerusalem's greetings, and 
to state that the time has come to stand up for the defence of Islam and 
the motherland, since, probably, there would be no other movement which 
might be so convenient for launching a struggle to liberate India from 
the British yoke. To ensure success of this struggle it is necessary 
to act jointly with Bose's followers. 


3. To check the audibility of the two short-wave broadcasting stations 

stationed in Germany (in Berlin). Those stations were to create the impression 
as if they had made broadcasts from Indian territory. 


4. To establish the location of the Germans who had been arrested 

in India and, according to Bose's information, had managed to escape, 
to get in touch with them and to enlist their cooperation in activities 
against the British authorities. 

This letter, which also contains a long list of other instructions 
to Bhagat Ram, furnishes an idea of the large-scale subversive operations 
launched by Bose from Berlin. The Germans were undoubtedly very happy 
about this support on the part of Indians. Netaji was much favoured by 
hitlerites, the Fuehrer himself presented him with a golden cigarette-case 
decorated with diamonds. Bhagat Ram was also the object of attention. 

At a regular meeting with Bhagat Ram, Rasmus, a fixed-post German spy 
in Kabul, solemnly presented him with a German award. "Fuehrer is informed 
about you", confidentially said Rasmus to Bhagat Ram. 

One can imagine the German fury should have they learnt that 
the greatly important subversive and intelligence work which had been carried 
through "Subhash Chandra Bose-Bhagat Ram" linkage had cost them so much 
efforts, material and financial means existed only on paper. The thing 
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is that sine r middle of 1941 Bhngnt Ram hnd hern rooprr.il itig with I hr Soviet 
intelligence mid s i mu 1 1 nneousl y hnd been n highly sri ret ngenl ot the British 
Intelligence Service. And all detailed reports of Kahmat Khan on political 
developments inside Indin, on the* system of British defensive facilities 
in that country, on construction of see ret ■ a i r f lelds for landing of German 
aircraft, on preparation of terrorist groups, on the* - promoted by him and 
by other followers of Bose - determination of the Indian masses to rise 
in national rebellion against the British rule as soon as the Germans appear 
in the Himalayan foothills - all those reports by the "extremely valuable 
agent of the German military intelligence" were, to pul it bluntly, a sheer 
fraud, a fake, which secret services designate as "misinformation". 

Bhagat Ram would receive Bose's instructions from Berlin (through 
Germans) and from Rasmus in Kabul, would leave for India through the zone 
of independent tribes, on having been lavishly supplied with directions, 
gold, money and espionage equipment, and then would return with reports 
on "accomplished work", prepared by Indian communists on the instructions 
of Moscow and by experts from MI-6, the British Intelligence. Since April 
1942 the British had operated against German secret agents in Afghanistan 
in close cooperation with the Soviet intelligence. 

Here, for example, is a letter sent by Colonel G.A. Hill, SIS 
representative in Moscow to his Russian colleague Colonel Osipov: 

Most Secret 

Moscow, 11th December, 1943. 

Re: Bhagat Ram. 

As you are aware, the Government of India has granted a safe- 
conduct to both Rasmus and Witzel of the German Embassy in Kabul who have 
been recalled by their Government to Germany. While their travelling arrange- 
ments will be subject to considerable* delay, the disappearance of Witzel 
and Rasmus from Kabul scene has essentially altered the situation. The 
Government of India are by no means confident that Pilger will be able to 
handle Bhagat Ram without risk to the latter's safely. 
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Therefore the (lovernmenl of India advise against sending Bhagat 
Rom hack at present. Subject to approval by your Deportments concerned, 

Indio proposes to send an interim report by n spe* ini messenger which will 
reply to questions asked bv Chandra Bose. The report will also include* an 
assessment of the situation yltirh is necessary to correct any impressions 
which may have been created in Berlin by the joint efforts of Witzel and 
Bhagat Ram to the effect that the Central Committee is prepared to bring 
about a general revolt in India in the near future. 

I further beg to inform you that the Departments concerned in 
India have despatched a very long report dealing with various aspects of 
the Bhagat Ram affair. It is hoped that this report would reach Moscow about 
the 26lh/30th of December when it will be immediately transmitted to you 
on receipt." 

I would not go intc details of this document. 1 shall only clarify 
that Witzel who is mentioned id the letter was also a staffer of the German 
Intelligence looking after Bhagat Ram. 

Servant of four bosses 


Bhagat Ram established contacts with Russian agents in Kabul 
seven months after he and Bose had knocked at the door of the German Embassy. 
During that time Bose had successfully reached Berlin and Bhagat Ram on the 
instructions of the Italian and German intelligence services had made a number 
of trips to India. But the main event occurred on the 22nd of June, 1941. 

That day Germany attacked the Soviet Union - the circumstances which, according 
to subsequent confessions of Bhagat Ram, actually compelled him to persistently 
search for contact with the Rjssians. 

At first with the Chief of Russian agents in Kabul he told 
that he himself and his party Kisan Kirti, an advocate of communist ideology, 
were struggling against the British for a free and independent India. He 
informed that his elder brother, Ramhari Kishan, motivated by hatred towards 
the British had committed a terrorist act by assassinating the Government 
General of Punjab. For that he was hanged. His two other brothers. - Jamna 
Rass and Isher Rass were persecuted by the colonial admi nsi t rat i on for 
revolutionary activities. However, today, proceeded Bhagat Ram with his 
story, fascist Germany became the main enemy of India and of the whole 
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pi ngi (>ss i ve humanity. The mortal dnnpet i m| m * nrl i ng over t hr Soviet Union 
was also the mortal dnngoi lor India, mik r on ! v tin Soviet Union w,r able 
to hr 1 p her in gaming independence. And Hh.igal Kern ol f ei i rd his ■-* i \ w e 

t o the Soviets, having infoimed that In- enjoyed lull ( mil ulnir c ol tin (.eimans 
and Italians. Thus In became a Soviet agent imrici tin- c onsp i t .it oi i a 1 name 
of Ram. 


Following several months Shay; it n request to tin Chief 

of Soviet agents in Kabul that t fic Russians should • orm the Brit ish about 
bis secret services in favour of the USSR. H* explained his request by stating 

t hat now j t was ver y difficult t c ondu t under ground ac t i v i t i es i n ] nd i a 

and even more difficult to prepare information for the Germans which would 
look reliable, but at the same time would not cause any damage to the anti- 
Hitler coalition. Trie Russian side agreed to the proposal and thus Bhagat 
Ram became a servant of four bosses - the Italians, the Germans, the Russians 

and the P-ri t i ^h . Whirh of t hem was * » t ova! * .? and who was d* ved b-v birr. 

Undoubtedly, he deceived the Germans and the Italians. But what his came 
was in the case of the Russians and the British is a verv complicated question, 
ana in order t‘- _• t s rep! * it is necessary : carry out metre . ,'o a i rests: * ' 

of the documents fro~ intelligence archives re' a minimum of five states - 

Italy, Germany, USSR. Great Britain and India. 

However, we are interested not in Bhagat Ram, but in Subhash 
Chandra Bose. What on earth could take place" All his flaming passion of 
an Indian patriot, all his vibrant energy of an ardent revolutionary that 
Bose put into a dangerous, uncompromising fight with British oppressors. 

That was the main goal of his life. And when the World Wai started, he sided 

with Germany, Italy and Japan. He resolutely staked on the military defeat 

of the British. To see the freedom of his motherland he allied himself with 
fascists, believing that for the sake of a sacred cause one might make an 
alliance with the Devil himself, provided the Devil was willing to rout his 
enemies. From Berlin, the* lair of Fascism, he conducted not onl\ propagandists 
and ideological war, but also armed struggle against the dammned British. 

He conducted it leaning on Bhagat Ram who was the- only agent through whom 
he was able to effect i\elv and active!) guide his supporters in India. And 
meanwhile his loval and reliable assistant would handover Bose's messages 
t o those damned British and would send to him in Berlin faked reports alleging 
that all India would be eager to receive her German and Japanese liberators 
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villi ouLslrelched arms. This moans an entire failure of Bose's ambitions, 
ol the titanic- efforts by the Nctaji and fascist secret services in the fight 
for India. 

Thus Bhagat Ram betrayed Bose, beLrayed his cause. Did he? 

Don't be hasty with conclusions. Staying in Berlin and subsequently - in 
Singapore and Tokyo, Bose conducted a struggle not against Great Britain, 

He fought against Germany and Japan. 


(To be continued) 
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" AQAINBT S^OM BUQmBH CHANDRA DOSE FOUGHT DURING WORLD 
WAR II ' 

In January 1954, KGB School N 101 received a new 
training aid. On the basis of comprehensive and well- 
documented materials which included secret agents* 
report*, cipher messages, letters, telegrams, radio 
intercepts and so on, that professionally compiled 
analytical survey revealed to a student how on the eve 
and during World War II the Nazi secret services had 
acted against the Soviet Union from Afghan territory, 
, how and by what methods our security bodies had managed 
tn neutralise subversive activities, to foil German 
plans aimed at creating in the Central Asian Republics a 
broad net of subversive groups, pro-fascist terrorist 
teams, secret stores of arms, secret addresses, radio 
station*, underground presses, bases for ideological , 
financial and technical support to agents of German 
military intelligence. 

Along with this the survey, which served as a 
textbook for many a Soviet professional secret agent, 
tells about the vast plans for a German invasion of 
India and how the Bermans tried to use Indian citizens, 
specifically Subhash Chandra Dose and Bhagat Ram, for 
those purposes. 

The first chapter- of this unusual textbook which 
reads as a thriller is titled "Advent of Indian 
politician Bose in Afghanistan and his transfer by 
German intelligence to Berlin". It briefly tells about 
the events already known to the reader from the previous 
issue of our magazine. The last sentence of that small 
chapter ( it contains only 4 typed pages) is noteworthy : 

"These are the outward circumstances of Bose's 
"di sappear ance" from India and his "unexpected" siding 
with fascist Germany". The words which I have marked in 
this quotation are placed in inverted commas by the 
author of the analytical survey. For the KGB, there was 
nothing mysterious and unexpected in Bose's 
disappearance from India. The thing is that the KGB 
knew very well who Bose was and why he found himself in 
Berl in. 


KEY FIBURE - BHAGAT RftB 

t'j «r . . f ■ . it I % C 1 «? MW r v 

Per usi ng the documents from the KGB arc h ives placed 
by the Russian Intelligence Service at the editors' 
disposal enables to draw an ‘unexpected but, in my 

opinion, quite \ a well-grounded conclusion. Subhash 
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Chandr* Bnse collaborated with the British Intelligence 
Service. When and on what term* this started is a 
matter yet to be investigated. But hi* operating in 
contact wi th the British on the eve and during World War 
11 is directly or indirectly confirned by facts. 

Let's start with indirect evidence. Could Subhash 
Chandra Dose escape on his own, without any outside aid 
at the very end of 1940? Probably, he could. He had 
enough followers in India to rely on their help. But 
subsequently in the wartime flltlMfinn he travorced .half 
the country, managed to get across the zone of Pushtun 
tribes, without a problem crossed the Indo-Afghan border 
and Por nearly three months remained underground in 
'Kabul, which at that time was full of British spies. 

True, in all this he was receiving a lot of help 
from Bhagat Ram, a man who travelled all over India and 
had wide links in different strata of society. But it 
is exactly in connection With fhdQrtf Parc that tho meet 
teriou: suspicions as to how and why Bose found 

himself in Berlin. Bhagat Ram was among the most secret 
agents of the British Intelligence Service and ha joined 
it not in spring of 1942, when he requested Russian 
intelligence to inform the British about him, but much 
sir hpr, The "legend" ns presented to our intelligence 
officers at his recruiting sounded quite convincing. 
But its ant i -Br i t i »h element -seemed excessive, I would 
racall that one of Ram's brother was hung by colonial 
authorities and two other were severely prosecuted. He 
literally made a show of his deep hatred for the 
British, And such a man himself suggested cooperation 
wi th hi 3 enemies. He apparently was not embarrassed 
that by doing so he betrayed his friend and associate 
Subhiwh Chandra Bose and doomed to failure the course 
whjrh both of thorn had devoted themselves to, the cause 
which was entrusted to them by their parties Forward 
Bloc and k'irti ^kitan - to establish cooperation with 
fascist Germany in order to bring closer a British 
military def eat . 

Thus t can one presume that they were concerned 
with something entirely different ? Could they have 

(or were given) some other task? Could they have not 
acted against the British, but jointly with them? If 
so, many points became clear. It is clear why Bose 

m anage d to ^es cape so easily. It is cl ear why Bose and 

Ram managed to get to Kabul without a problem* At last 
it becomes clear why British colonial authorities kept 
silent for so long regarding Bose's escape . God 
forbid some ardent policeman or border guard would 
identify him and the whole plan would consequently be 
f r ust r at ed . 
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post 8 -CONTRIBUTION" TO AWT I -BRITISH STRUGGLE 

Th© #bov» on»j plan was very circumspect and 

very bold. Of cDursy, 1 don't have this plan in my 
hands. But I bel 1 ©ve l t» ivitnse to be as foil ohi • 1 n 

th© person of B n*e, an Influential Indian politician who 
enjoyed tremendous authority in his motherland, whose 
rbn»(i 4 i D<- iliali ■IdUniHils **©r ^ hi cel y known, the 

Br 3 t i sh introduced into the v©ry heart of fascist 
Germany their man with a very reliable and convincing 
"legend 11 . Through him they rapidly cams to know about 
strategic and tactical German plans regarding India and 
the whole East 9 ) ; about military operations which were 
underway, about subversive activities and in general 
about th© military and political conduct of the enemy. 
With his help ( end with Bhagat Ram's active 
par 1 1 c 1 pat i on > they succeeded in neutralising persistent 
German attempt* to create “a fifth column" in India £ a 
wide network nf secret and sabotage agents, to prepare a 
maternal and technical base for invading the sub 
continent from land and sea. 

Indeed, let u* consider what practical help was 
.. u j «.4» i«sui9i pairons, what concretely he 

contributed to that severe and uncompromising struggle 
which was fiercely and with great losses conducted by 

Nazi Germany against Great Britain ( of course, those 
1 oibp 5 are incomparable with the catastrophic ones 
*uff<?r«?d by Hitler at the eastern front in the war with 
Russia, but they were also seriously shattered the 
military and political foundations of the "Third 
Reich’ 1 ) . 

True, Bose set up in Berlin his organisation "Free 
India" on behalf of which he conducted anti-British 
radio propaganda. But who in India was able to hear 
programmes of the radio station whose transmitters were 

located in Berlin? Bose would inquire from Bhagat Ram 
about the effectiveness of this; work. The latter, 
having visited India on th© instructions of German 
agents, would merrily report to his boss that the whole 
of India was sitting near radio receivers. We already 
know th© real value of luch reports. True, the Germans 
were happy with Bose's vigorous activities to develop an 
underground for espionage and sabotage in India, with 
his circumspect and careful preparing of a general 
revolt against the British. But all this was nothing 
but an "optical i 1 lusi on" , an illusion adroitly created 
by Soviet and British secret services. 

True, Bose was knocking together an "Azad Hind 
Fauj" from Indian soldiers who had fought on the side of 
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the Allies and had been taken priinntr* in Africa, 
Malaya and Burma. Bui that hit a cham army, serving as 
an exotic decoration for the Netaji, and by no means a 
lerioui force. 

True, Bose regularly sent -from Berlin instructions 
and directives to his Indian supporters on executing 
concrete anti-British operations* But those 

instructions, th the help of radio interception, were 
r**e»iv*d Ihr Allies wno Owing to the same Bhagat Ram 

had the German ciphers and toot* appropriate measures. 

True, Dose p#sscd on to his German -friends 
cpmpr ffhont l ve reports an the military and political 
situation in India. But as we know, thi« was skilfully 
prepared mi a i n f or ma 1 1 on . 

In such a cane, what are the practical results of 
Met jji ’» anti-Britisn operation during the Second World 
War^ They equal almost to nil* A . Vinogradov in his 
article published in ‘'Echo of the Planet" magazine and 
haipfl on Indian sources alto con-f iririfi this thought. n ln 
fact, one cannot seriously talk about any military role 
of "A: id Hind Pauj" < of course, neither Indian sources, 
nor Vinogradov regard it at conceivable that Bose 
cooperated with the British) 

Could it be that Bose did not know anyth^hfl abnilf 
all eras'* Could he be unaware of an artfully designed 
net of lies and fra ud which those cunning British 
jointly with Russians wound round hirrP Could it be that 
he didn't dare to think about Bhagat Ram's treason as a 
result of which his “selfless struggle" with Great 
Britain resembled a fight with a shadow 0 But he had 
sufficient opportunities to cross-check . Bhagat Ram's 
messages and reports. He* did have a great number of 
reliable commune i at 1 on channels with them bypassing 
Kabul. As far as I know he did not do that* Why ° 

When in spring 1943 Base shifted to Japan there too \ 
he was more engaged in what we term window-dressing 
His Army "an object of his pride - "Azad Hind Fauj" 
Often marched barefoot, let alone with! arm*. But 
Neta ji , having announced himself Head of State and Prime 
Minister of “Free India 11 , a* well a* Defence Minister 
and Foreign Minister surrounded himself with an 

'exhorbitant suite, adjutants and servants* 

I Am hy no meons feeing i? uniual • ii i correctly 
understand this great man, Subhash Chandra Bose had to 
put on the mask of an Oriental Padishah in order to make 
himself look important and significant in the eyes of 
hi_s new bosses, the Japanese, if not by concrete 
activities in {ftf f tninnlY-IOil.pr.t;. U eHoUege. 
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That n*i required to fh*k® th« J*p*nc^e, *■ tli* Oenn#ni, 
truat hi® and ihar« th*ir plan* with him. 


In girl y 1944 the Japan®** and Bob*'* troops 
*mb*rk®d upon an obviously venturesome march to the 
North-East of India • Their goal was to seize cities of 
Imphal . But the British shattered the attackers. And 
when General kawfibe , following Prime Minister Todzio's 


inririiniiii. . J \.u ut? utterly dcspsrste 

he proposed to engage in combat.., no, not hi* personal 
"guards" consisting of “00 rr* ck " k ami k az e» " , but a 
•female regiment, which provided laundry services for his 
sol d i er s . 

And how should one understand the following 
instruction, transmitted by Bose to his followers (radio 
intercept of 29 January 1944) ; "Our teams in India 

must keep in mind that revolution in India should not 

start till we ( "Azad Hind Fauj" and Japanese units 
O.T.) have forced a crossing over the Brahmaputra and 

march to Calcutta". Didn't Bose understand that the 

attack - at Imphal were it to be supported by an anti- 
British revolt in the rear, would have much more chance 
of success? Did he want that success and did he believe 
( and want !) that hi 5 "Azad Hind Fauj” , supported by 
Japanese bayonets, reach the banks of the great Indian 
river Brihraputra 7 


'TOM * SECURES BOSE'S COMMUNICATION WITH LONDON 


Yes, I understand that all this is indirect 
evidence liable to different 1 nter pret at i ons , Though 
taken together and set in a logical chain, they seem to 
me to speak in favour of my version, especially that 
self-evident fact that Bose's friend and associate 
Bhagat Ram was a professional British secret agent. 

However, there are more weighty arguments. I have 
in front of me a report by a Soviet agent in Great 
Britain on the conference of the Secret Intelligence 
Service staffers which was held on the 12th of March. 
1943 in Oxford. It, intei — alia, informs that "at 
present Bose is on a German submarine *n route to 
Japan". Indeed, as early as in 1942 the German Foreign 
Minister Ribbentrop agreed with the Japanese that Pose 
would be taken across to South East Asia. That became 
known from German archives after the war. The operation 
was executed in strict secrecy . Somehow in the region 
of South Africa, Bose at great risk to himself, was 
transferred from the German submarine to a Japanese one. 
Even the captain* of the two submarines did not know the 
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name of thp fny«ttr iou* p*i»»ng*r. How comp that the 
British learnt about that in detail and »o rapidly i the 
conference was taking p) arp when Boie wan travelling on 
the German submarine. 

Could Bhayst Ram have informed them ? Undoubtedly 
- no. It was beyond hie range. And even if he had 
learnt something he would have immediately informed the 
Boviet intelligence, since that was envisaged by the 
procedure established in Kabul . 

How then did top secret information fall into the 
hands of the E^ritish^ Th^re are solid grounds to 
suggest that they were handed over by Bose himself. 

Here is another document, which is so important 
that I am providing a full translation. 


"Top Secret" 

" 2 aman " 

6 July 1944 


Detai 1 s of "Rom's 0 
Stay in Kabul from 1 - 24 hay 1944 

'Rom* arrived in Kabul on 1st hay and appeared 

be^or* the control check* on the same day and had a 
meeting with him in the evening. To the question why he 
came late, 'Rom' answered that he took off from Delhi on 
13 April and should have arrived in Kabul not later than 
27 April, but was held up in a tribal territory because 
of the ailment of "Sang", and was forced to leave him 
behind there and then had to tans? Gul i yam-ur -Rahman , a 
Communist wording th^re on a mission of the Communist 
Part y of Indi a. 

Gul i yam • ur-Rehman had never been to Afghanistan 
**ar 1 i er « Later Rom ' handed over the copy of 
misinformation which was eempiled b y lb** British and was 
meant for the Germans. Also enclosed was a legend on a 
paper compiled also by the British as a guide with the 
help of which 'Rom* was to inform the Japanese about the 
fate of the nine agents sent to India. Besides, 'Rom' 
handed over to me his brother's photograph , about whom 
he had mentioned during the last visit and whom he also 
wanted to u»e to keep contact with us through the 
Germans and the Japanese. 

I asked 'Rom' , what was the reason for his long 
absence. 'Rom' explained that he was very much needed 
in India and only after the British established radio 
link with 'Tom' (Berlin* and 'Oliver ' ( Kabul) they and 
'Rom' decided that there was no special necessity for a 
visit to Kabul, However, two months ago, Moscow 
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reqnested that Rom* be tent to Kabul, -for which the 
H«4d of th» British Intelligence Jenkin, r*r plied that 
'Rom' wan very much required tor conducting a number of 
operations against the Japanese . After that Moscow 
requofctpd to specify these operations. Then JenVin 
decided to send “Rum* 1 to Kabul more so since the 
British wanted to unravel the strange behaviour of "Tom" 
and "Oliver" who displayed strange indifference towards 
their work and did not issue instructions or give 
answers to queries. 

Then according to "Rom" , Jenkin developed 
suspicion as to whether the Germans could guess the 
n*tur* of 'Rom's* work or not. This suspicion was 
further reinforced by the Japanese having sent their 
agent to India in submarines, without any prior warning 
through *Rom' and despite the fact that during the last 
year m December the British informed 'Tom' the 

addresses, to ne conveyed to Bose. Concering this 
business i.e. sending of Japanese agents, 'Rom ' was 
assigned to explain to the Germane ana the Japanese 
that he was informed about it through his own people 
('Rom* should be instructed with the afore mentioned 
legend compiled by the* British and the copy of which he 
handed over to us and which is enclosed) 

First of all - a few c 1 ar 1 f 1 ca t i ons * "Zaman H - the 
Soviet spy Mikhail Ai ex andr ov i ch Alakhverdov, who worked 
with Bhagat Ram, mentioned in the reports as "Rom 1 ', 

Jenkm represented Secret Intelligence Service in 
Kabul. He maintained durinq ^ htt war f working contacts 
with our special agencies. 

And now once again read carefully the report by 
“Zaman" . From this report it is clearly understood 
that the British sent their wireless operator to Berlin 
under the code name "Tom" who provided them with an 
operative and independent radio link to Bose. Taking 
all f act os into account, it is precisely through "Tom" , 
that Bose could inform London about his departure in a 
submarine for Japan. 


Thi S^cr#t o* Bce« II Praarrv+d in the British Archives 
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Grrm^n fascist* and Jipanese military relating to India. 

regarding Bose himself, the -facta which emerge < if 
of counp they are reliable facts* and how ran t we have 
room 4 or ?y«pician in such an archivally complicated 
m4 4 m ir* in which the iptci *1 agencies of the greatest 
mtarnational super powers were involved?) force Us to 
review this legendary personality. To my mind they 
supplement hii mystic image of halo of martyrdom and 
heroism* But was it in fact easy for him who devoted 
all hie lift tu the StrvOQ le *Q*insf t h r, Rrifich 
colonialism, to cooperate with the British ? At the 
same turDuient 1 1 m«> h^ apparently realised that fascism 
had become thtr major enemy of the entire humanity, 
including his hpl nvpd India. 


0< coL,r, ' I 1,1 woula hiv r Sin. .ins nrrnjnt 

agent.* If hp had gone for cooperation with the 

coloniser* it would have hren nnly duo to ldoological 
convictions, in thp name of achieving the highest 
humanitarian task of saving humanity from the brown 
p 1 ague . 

However, am I ton hasty in my conclusions 0 
Because it is still necessary to confirm the revealing 
circumstances once again about the mysterious period of 
life of Subhash Chandra Bose and strengthen it with new 
facts, documents and investigations. 

Much, much more still remains unclear. The main 
secret and all details, but very important details, are 
kept from the public in the British Archives. Though it 
la important to say frankly that London does not have a 
monopol y in terms of being a repository of secrets about 
Boss. In those materials rprpwer! hy our Editorial 
Board, particularly the KGB training aid , only little 
has been reflected about Bose. I think we can find a 
lot of interesting material if we dig well into the 
archives of this agency. “Great Britain never had any 
secrets which were not known to Russians, so effective 
the spying by their agents in our country'* says John 
Costello, an English historian who is engaged in the 
active study of archive materials which expose the 
secrets of special agpncries, thanks to the new policy of 
Glasnost in Russia, 

Costello i s right. In Britain at the heart of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Secret Intelligence 
Service, there was a brilliant team of five Soviet 
agent ft called the "Cambridge Group". Kim Philby, Donald 
McLean, Guy Burgess, Antony Blunt. At least since the 
mid 30®, this team supplied very valuable secret 
information to Moscow, Recently it nas o^cume kuuwn 
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, waa l rcrsv or i.C'Im Moscow 



that in parallel with thi* Hiam of five" another 

important ‘ UMord broup" headed by a graduate of Eton 
Collage, known a* Scot , whoa© Identity haa not yet been 
eatahl i thpd , which «1 «u worked far the Soviets. 1 thini 
lli» r»por 1 on thr meeting of SIS which was held on 12 
March 1943 in Oxford, which I quoted above, wa* received 
in Moscow through thin group. 

Ai* we see, the information of the KGB about who and 
why organised Bose'a mission to Berlin, later to Tokyo, 
ffia that the Indian public Is right to demand from London 
the publication of the secretly kept archival material, 
which may re-establish the whole truth about Subhash 
' Chandra bait?, It as important to disperse legends and 
mysticism linked with this name. And there is a lot o + 

®t iu <4*1 ^ • •«? a # gatherings 

they pray to his spirit for strengthening their will 
power. This was recently reported on Russian 

television. 

Subhash Chandra Bo*# - is he an idol of fascists ? 
But this is nonsense. A person with high human ideals 
could not have failed to observe what fascism means in 
practice. Ves , ho approved of the order and discipline 
which reigned in Germany. However hs> approved only of 
O'-d&r and discipline, without which not a single human 
community can function normally but never approvec 
fascist methods of implementation. Violence against*' 
individuals ** well as racism preached by the fascists, I 
and their hatred of humanity were strongly alien to that 
man with strong democratic, convictions along the lines 
of Vi vekananda 1 s teachings and paternal traditions of 
Hinduism, high moral ideals of socialists - Utopists. 

If he had recognupd violent methods as justified then 
i* in, r > > ■ Ui«r bli uyyle against colonialism, 

The* Archives, currently preserved in Britain, 
should give a reply about what Bose had done in Berlin 
and Tokyo, whether he made -friendship with the -fascists 
or led a secret but heroic war against them. 

In that case, we can put a stop and close the 
history of his mysterious death. However, A. Raikov has 
portrayed an exhaustive and convincing picture about the 
circuffiitancei in which this outstanding political leader 
of India passed away in issue No. 0 of our magazine, 

I just add to what the Professor had written. 
Subhach Chandra Bose appealed to the Soviet Embassy in 
Japan for support. Her* follows his letter (with 
English t r ans 1 at i oun > as preserved in KGB archives. 
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Ifr.ppr i al Hotel f Tokyo 
Monday, 20 November 1940 


T o 

Hi fk Fxcel 1 enc y , 

Soviet Amha^ador In Tokyo 

Your Excel 1 £?nt_ y , 

Being in T ol yo, I would very much want to call on 
Y ou r FktpI 1 ency, Moving this in m rd , 1 net as my 
objective mu ul* i ei t l ve tn t. r r k the support of the Soviet 
Gcvc r nmvn t , through Your E'.'CPl 1 <?ocy , in India ' ^ struggle 
^ nr i t 5 independence * 

?. The f ».ct that w » are rlcsely linked with the Axis 

p cwpr s i/i the comrcn struggle against Anglo-American? 
does not stop me, I am happy to state that the Ax is 
Pqwp''! have a clear view about the peculiarities of the 
problems of Indie 1 that they ha ;e kindly granted 

formal recognition to the Interim Government of Azad 
Mind ( r- r ^ e India', ^ nr which we are grateful . Besides 
J a p a r > , wh or- e relations with thn So v x c t Government are of 
a strictly meutf al character , oven the German 
Government has fully understood our stand and fully 
appreciated the fact that wn t Indians, are interested 
only in actions against Dr i t a i n and America. The German 
Government al*a understood and appreciated the fact that 
we are not interested in act i oris against Soviet Russia. 
In fact, the activities ot my o r gamsticn in Europe are 
fMcJusi vely against the British and American^ but not 
against Soviet Russia, This wag the basis for our 
cooperation with thr Axis Powers in Europe arid in this 
connection we have complete under st and i ng and approval 
from the German Government and the Fascist Italian 
Government . 

3. I am aware of the fact that there exists at present 
a union between the Sovi *t Government and the Government 
of Britain and USA. However, 1 have a fair knowledge 
about international politics to understand that this 
union cannot restrict the Soviet Government in extending 
support to our struggle for i ndependence. I recall, 
with great pleasure, the help extended to me by the 
Soviet Government when 1 left India in 1941, I conveyed 
my profound 4 gratitude to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Molotov in a letter cent from Berlin, which 
I hope, would have bw*n duly received by His Excellency. 

*1 invoiced by the fact that Lenin had 


1 El * L t t^r*-cC’70 1 33 r : ; l 
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thtir independence. As 4 ar as 1 Am aware even after the 
d>ml ftir o+ Lenin, the Soviet Government has not Altered 
it* policy towards the problems of the colonial 
c du ntr 1 v*, including India 

5. Regarding my Party - Forward Floe- I can say that 
at a timo, when Soviet foreign policy in Europe was 
deplored by all parties in India during 197*9-40, we were 
the ones , whu publicly supported the Soviet foreign 
policy toward* Germany and Finland. Moreover , we 
consist of the Left Wing of the national movement in 
'indie and stick to the most progressive views on socio- 
economic problems. Besides, on date our party l % the 
only party in India, which leads an uncompr omi si ng 
struggle against British Imperialism, in cooperation 
with a few other revoluti onary groups. 

6. I would very much lihs to call on Your Excellency 

and seek the Soviet Government's assistance through Your 
Excellency for our struggle -for independence. As 

regales the nature of help which the Soviet Government 
may like to render us this should be decided by the 
Soviet Government in connection with the prevailing war 
situation. I would only like to add th<?l we are 4 u 1 .1 y 
determined to mav e India completely free and the 
Governments which h avr rerogni srd the Interim Government 
of Free India unconditionally agree with us on this 
mui. 

Let me assure , Your Excellency, of my highest 
consideration and I await your early reply. 

With regard*, 

Subhash Chandra Bose 

There is a covering note to th i ■ letter from the 
Commissar In the State Security Department A. Langfang 
which was addressed to the head of the 5th Department of 
NkVD, Col. A. Otroahenkoi 

" I am directing a copy of a letter (translation) 
from Bose, which was sent by him to the Ambassador of 
USSR in Japan, Mr. Y, Malik on 3rd January 1945”. 

Bose's appeal to the USSR Embassy remained 
ineffective. ’ Why 7 Apprently because the Soviet 
inrurity ©genciifi, having been informed that Bose was 
nfrcrwtly cooperating with British Secret Services, did 
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After the Japanese capitulation in the first half 
of September 1943, TAS5 quoting Dntish sources, 
informed from Tokyo that Subhash Chandra Dose, staying 
in Japan, died. 

Deputy Head of Illrd section of the Vth dept. 

1st Directorate of NKVD of USSR 
Lt. Col. Nabatnikov 
23 . 12 . 1943 


For KGB, Dose s c«*se was closed. 
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wa ?t TRf^rercr, etfrrt 

Embassy of India, 

2-11. Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2^24886 1NDEMB J 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 
Fax: 03(3234)4866 


No. TOK/102/2/92 


May 19, 1994 


Dear Ran jit, 
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You are perhaps aware of the issue of the Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose's ashes and the long and protracted correspondence 
over decades in regard to transferring the ashes from Tokyo to 
ft I India. Our last letter to your predecessor was on June 1, 1993, to 

■I which response is still awaited. 

Mr. Ashish Ray, a grand nephew of the Netaji, and currently 
CNN Bureau Chief in Delhi, made a visit to Tokyo last month to 
pursue the matter in the context of the forthcoming centenary of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

He had a 'couple of meetings with me. His main purpose was to 
see if anything could be done to make a decision in Delhi easier 
in regard to the transfer of the ashes. According to him, the most 
important thing was to convince some of Netaji's remaining 

relatives that Netaji had indeed died in the air crash and that 
the ashes which have been kept in an urn in Tokyo are indeed 

Netaji's ashes. For this purpose, I briefed him on all the 

connected issues and expressed my hope that he would be able to 

convince the relatives of Netaji and perhaps the political 
leadership in Bengal, about the genuineness of the ashes so that 
is chapter can be closed once and for all by transferring the 
ashes to India and providing an honourable place for it. 

Mr. Ray also visited the temple where the ashes are kept and 
talked to the temple authorities. The temple authorities' repeated 
arguments were the same that they had been giving us for 
transferring the ashes. 

According to Mr. Ray, one possible way of establishing the 
genuineness of the ashes is the report that he had received from 
the son of Netaji's ADC Rehman that the gold tooth of Netaji was 

part of the ashes which have been sealed in the urn here. He felt 

that if it is possible to get the urn xrayed to establish the 

existence of Netaji's tooth, that would go a long way in 
convincing his relatives. He also wondered whether it might not be 
possible for the Japanese Government to issue a statement or 
letter that would indicate that in their view the death 

certificate issued in the name of a Japanese by the Taiwanese 
authorities was indeed the one that related to Netaji. He had a 
meeting with Mr. Tanizaki, Director in the Gaimusho, where he 
broached these points. 
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I told Mr. Ray that as far as we are concerned, we believe 
that this is indeed Netaji's ashes, on the basis of a lot of 
evidence that is on our files. We also believe that with the 
rapidly dwindling crop of Netaji's contemporaries, we would find 
nobody to preserve and look after the ashes in Japan and that an 
early decision is necessary from Delhi for the transfer of the 
ashes to India. I told him that I would be prepared to suitably 
approach the Japanese Government provided we have some assurance 
from official circles in Delhi that such a certificate or letter 
from the Japanese Government would be followed by a decision to 
get the ashes removed to India. Mr. Ray said that he would pursue 
this matter with the concerned Ministries when he goes back. 


With kind regards, 


-Y, 



Shri R.S. Kalha 
Joint Secretary (AP) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
NEW DELHI 
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Sa, m.a-x Gr-’U.ti.a- 
Former 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
( LOK SABHA ) 

Dear Shri Bhatia, 
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* 12 , CENTRAL PARK, 
CALCUTTA-700 032 
PHONE : 72- J 600 

27 May 1994 


I have seen your answer given on 11th May 1994 to the question 

about 'Ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose'. In your answer it has 

been said that 'The issue of Netaji's death is charged with emotion 

and opinions remained divided* The Govt, of India is of the view that 

bringing the ahses back to India in absence of a consensus on the 

issue might prove divisive and create tensions.' 

I want to draw your attention that the main issue is not about 

'emotion' or about 'consensus' regarding the issue of Netaji's ashes. 

proved 

The main issue is - whether it has been/in all certainty that Netaji 
really died after an alleged aircrash at Taihoku on Aug 10 , 1945 and 
^ H whether the ashes kept in the Renkoji temple in Tokyo are that of 
Neta j i. 

According to the documents produced by the Govt, of Japan before 
Shah Nawaz Committee, and, therefifter, before Khosla Commission, the 
a shes kept in the Renkoii temp le are t hat of a * non-regular Japanese — 



sold ier '—Ichiro Dkura . 

In reply to a motion in Lok Sabha moved by me on Sept 3, 1970, 

Shri Morarji Oesai Govt, categorically disapproved the findings of 
both Shah Nawaz^ Committee and Kho sla Comm ission, - thus, reopening 
CU / ma in qu estion about the quest ion of Netaji's death in the alleged 

aircrash at Taihoku. 

On 11th May 1979, in reply to a question asking for bringing the 
' alleged ashes of Netaji kept in the Renkoji temple, the then Minister 
of State, Home Affairs, Shri Ohaniklal Mandal informed Lok Sabha, 
ctjfiikJ! In the light of reasonable doubts least on correctness of conclusion 
reached in two inquiry reports on death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
the Govt* find it difficult to accept that the earlier conclusions are 
V, decisive. It will, therefore, not be possible to take action at present 
on the suggestion of Genl. Fujiwara" to bring the alleged ashes to 

yvi/'But your reply has not taken this ans wer i nto c onsideration. 

The answer in given by you created an impression that though findings 
if, the Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission have been accepted 
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by the Govt^ jf '^et, because of lack of consensus it is not desirable 

on issue of 'divided emotion' to bring the ashes to India. 

I want to draw your attention that after the statement made by 
Shri Morarji Desai in disapproving the findings of the Shah Nawaz 
Committee and Krtos is Comm is s ion it is a legal, moral and patriotic 
duty to undertake an investigative inquiry to reach a final conclusion, 

~ whet her Netaji died after the alleged Taihoku aircrash and whether 
t he ashes kept in the Renkoji temple are that of Netaji* 

Only after such a renewed investigation the Govt, can take 
decision whether the ashes kept in Renkoji temple should be brought 
t o Ind ia or not • 

Before concluding my letter, I want again to draw your attention 
that on direct advice by the former President of India, Shri R.Venkat- 
raman, Shri V.P.Singh of the Janata Dal Govt, agreed to take up the 
issue of an investigative inquiry about Netaji and finally, on advice 
from the President again, the Govt, of Shri Chandra Sekhar took up 
Investigative Inquiry and the Minister of State, External Affairs, 

Shri Digvijay Singh ^i n^ his letter informe d n ce on 26. 3^9 1 tha t he had 
"already initia ted a high level inv estigati on i nto the secret documents 
on__dj s appearance o f Netaji Subh as C ha ndra B ose" an d assu red me that 
"we shalX keep you informed of any further development". 

After formation of the Govt, of Shri Narasimha Rao, I have tale n 
up the matter with Sh ri Dine sh Singh, when he very patriot ically wrote 
to me that 'everything pos sibl e will be done to finally settle the issue 
of disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose'. 

I hope you will seriously take up the matter for continuing the 
investigation that was started by your pc edesessor of the Govt, of 
Shri Chandra Sekhar in consultation with the Minister of External 
Affairs, Shri Dinesh Singh. 

I believe you will feel that our future generation will curse us 
if you fail to finally resolve the issue, - what really happened to 
the Maha Kshatriya of Indian National Liberation, - Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

I am sending a booklet of mine entitled 'Country Must Know, What 
Really Happened To Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose'. In spite of your various 
involvement in Govt, actities, I would earnestly reqeest you to care- 
fully go through this booklet, which is based on facts broughtout 
before the two inquiries. I have also written a documentary book 
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'Netaji - Dead or Alive ?' - covering about 330 pages. It was scruti- 
nisingly examined by the Law Ministry of the Morarji Govt. 

If you want this book to find out the documents, why it is persis- 
tently claimed that the death report of Netaji at Taihoku on Aug 18, 
1945 is nothing but a #'master deception plan' according to the 
investigation made by the C5DIC of the Govt, of UK, I will be glad to 
send a copy of the book to you. The book is also available in the 
Parliament Library. 

I would again request you to give serious consideration to finally 
resolve the issue about disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

With good wishes and namaskar. 


Yours sincerely, 



Shri R.L.Bhatia ( SAMAR GU HA ) 

Minister of State - 
141 South Bloc 
New Delhi 110011 


External Affairs 


COUNTRY MUST KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENED TO NETAJI 


— Samar Guha 




COUNTRY MUST KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENED TO NETAJI 

What really happened to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose ? Did he really meet his end in 
an aircrash at Taihoku in Formosa, on August 18, 1945 ? The news of his alleged accident 
was broadcast not in the form of any official communique either by the civil or the military 
authority of Japan. Japan was not yet occupied by the US Army, - its civil arid military authority 
remained in tact. It was the news of the Domai Agency which was broadcast by the Tokyo 
Radio. In its first broadcast, 5 days after the alleged aircrash, it was said that the dead body 
of Subhas Chandra Bose, the Head of the Provisional Government of Free India, was flown 
to Tokyo. But subsequently in another broadcast it was reported that his body was cremated 
in Forinose. 

Palpably, the broadcast appeared as nothing but a cooked-up story as it was not sub- 
stantiated by any positive testimonials or documents. Neither Mahatma Gandhi nor Lord 
Wavell, the Viceroy of India at that lime, believed this news broadcast as true. Mahatma 
Gandhi along with Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya wired Bose family at Calcutta, ‘Not to 
perform sradh ceremony, but to hold mild prayer.’ Lord Wavell recorded his reaction in his 
‘Diary’, T wonder if the Japanese announcement that Subhas Chandra Base’s death in an 
aircrash is true. I suspect it very much. It was just what should be given out if he wanted to 
go underground.’ No Government, either of Japan or Wavell nor of the U K. or the USA at 
that time or anytime thereafter officially confirmed the report of death of Subhas Chandra 
Bose. 

Gandhiji believed - ‘Subhas is Alive 1 

Gandhiji went on telling the Indian people that he didn’t believe Netaji’s death news. 
On 30 Dec 1945 he told us, the Bengal Detenues, most of whom were the colleagues and 
associates of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, in Dum Dum Jail of Calcutta : ‘If someone shows 
me ashes even then I will not believe that Subhas is not alive. He is alive, - hiding somewhere’. 
He spoke in Hindi and remained with us for over an hour. Next day, on January 2nd, 1946, 
he told the press at Contai of Bengal : ‘I believe Netaji is alive. He is hiding somewhere.’ 
Gandhiji repeated his belief many times afterwards. After meeting Col. Habibur Rahman in 
the Red Fort Cell, who claimed to be the lone Indian who travelled with Netaji in the same 
plane that allegedly crashed, Gandhiji said ‘Habib ! whatever you may tell me to the contrary, 
I still believe Netaji is alive.’ Later Gandhi told pressmen : ‘Habibur Rahman made a soldier’s 
statement to me / 

Why Gandhiji was so insistant to disbelieve the Japanese report of Netajfa aircrash 
death ? Was it because of his ‘inner voice’ ? Many revealing facts came to be known 10 years 
later which positively indicated why Gandhiji said so. In 1991 an American document found 
in the archives of the Princeton University positively revealed why Gandhiji believed that 
‘Subhas is hiding somewhere’. 
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Reaction of the British Government 

What was the further reaction of Lord Wavell, India’s Viceroy in 1945-46 ? A month 
after the record of his first reaction he noted again in his ‘Diary’ : ‘According to the Japanese 
of Signapore, Subhas Chandra Bose is definitely dead, but I shall be skeptical till further 
confirmation.’ 

After hearing the Japanese broadcast on August 23, 1945, Lord Wavell immediately sent 
a mixed investigating team of the British and Indian experts to ‘arrest Bose * dead or alive’ 
and make a thorough probe into the whole affairs behind the Japanese story of Bose’s death. 

What was (he findings of this Wavell team was not fully reported. But the British Govt, 
of India cryptically leaked out to the press that Bose died in the reported aircrash. However, 
what was the exact view of the Wavell Govt, about Subhas Chandra Bose, was secretly 
despatched to the Attlee Govt, in UK after 67 days of the reported aircrash by its Home 
Secretary, Mr. R.F.Mudie. It was marked ‘Top Secret’ and this report was published 30 years 
after in "Volume VI’ of the British document ‘Transfer of Power, 1942-47’. In his lengthy 
report on Bose Mr. Mudie’s confidential despatch noted inter-alia as regard the ‘treatment 
of Bose’ these were the following possibilities : 

a) Bringing back to India and try him either for waging War or under the Enemy Agent 
Ordinance ; 

b) Have him tried by a Court in Burma or Malay for waging War against the King in 
that country ; 

c) Have him tried by a Military Court outside India ; 

d) Intern him in India ; 

e) Intern him in some other British possessions, e.g., Seychelles islands; 

f) Leave him where he is and not ask for the surrender.’ 

After analyzing all the eventualities about these alternatives the report concluded ‘in 
many ways the easiest course will be to live him where he is and not ask for his release. Of 
course, he might in certain circumstances be welcomed by the Russians. This course would 
raise fewest immediate political difficulty . 9 

Neither the Wavell Govt, of India nor the Attlee Govt, of U.K., after coming to the above 
conclusion, made any official confirmation about the reported death of Subhas Chandra Bose, 
though he was marked as the enemy number one of their Indian Empire. They deliberately 
kept silent about the report of Subhas Bose’s presence in Russia. 

Pandit Nehru’s Preverification 

Everybody in India in 1945-46 disbelieved the Toyko story of Netaji’s death. Moulana 
Azad, the then President of the Congress declined to make any obituary reference in memory 
of Bose in the first AICC Session held at Bombay on Sept. 23, 1945 after the Quit India 
Movement, saying, The circumstances in which the news of the death of Bose has reached 
us and the sources responsible for announcement don’t make certain that Bose is in fact dead.’ 

An American journalist of Chicago Tribune, Alfred Wag, told Pandit Nehru on August 
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29, 1945 in Delhi that after the Japanese broadcast 'Bose was alive and seen 4 days ago in 
Saigon’. On Sept 11, 1945 Nehru himself told API at Jhansi, ’Like many other people, he did 
not believe the story about the reported death of Subhas Chandra Bose... I have received a 
number of reports, which have raised me in great doubt and I disbelieve the authenticity of 
the news’. 

Every patriotic Indian expected that after coming into power on August 15, 1947 Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of Free India, would consider it as his first national 
duty to institute a high level investigation to find out what really happened to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. But he was found contrarily to adopt an unthinkable attitude of deliberate 
refusal to entertain any request for any inquiry about Netaji. Why after his own public statemeit 
that be disbelieved the news of Subhas Chandra Bose’s death Pandit Nehru made a strange 
volte-face to adopt a completely reversed attitude ? 

The answer to it can be found in the article of a former Editor of the Gujrati daily 
‘Janmabhumi’ late Amritalal Seth, v»bo accompanied Pandit Nehru, when he visited Singapore 
in 1946 as the guest of Admiral Mountbatten. Further evidence came from the text of the 
‘Nehru Oration’ by Mountbatten. Shri Seth informed Sarat Chandra Bose immediately after 
coming back to India from Singapore, that Mountbatten warned Nehru that, ‘If he played up 
Bose and his INA he will be taking the risk of presenting India on a platter to Bose when 
he returned back to India’. Yes, Panditji started to instantly comply with the advice of Mountbat- 
ten from Singapor itself. He shockingly cancelled his already agreed programme to place a 
wreath at the spot of the INA Memorial that was demolished by the British Army soon after 
reoccupation of Singapore. Returning home from Singapore Pandit Nehru was found to shut 
his mouth completely about anything that concerned Netaji and his INA. 

Inquiry by Shah Nawaz Committee 

After coming to power as the Prime Minister of Free India, Pandit Nehru, adopted a 
policy of abject indifference and negligence, nay a covert opposition to everything about Netaji 
and his heroic legends. Pandit Nehru’s worst stance was his stubborn opposition to all requests 
and appeals made in the Parliament and outside for instituting a judicial inquiry about dis- 
appearance of Netaji. For 10 years he turned down all such appeals. But when the citizens 
of Calcutta decided to set up a non-official inquiry committee in 1956 with Dr. Radha Binode 
Pal, an internationally reputed jurist of the eminence of Tokyo Trial as its Chairman, Pandit 
Nehru suddenly announced to form an inquiry committee with Shah Nawaz Khan as its Chair- 
man having no judicial status for the inquiry. But strangely, when even such a ‘ statement-col- 
lecting- committee’ was conducting inquiry, Panditji forestalled the very objective of its inquiry 
by making a statement in the Parliament in which he said : ‘I have no doubt today of the fact 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s death, is, I think settled beyond doubt’. 

How could Shah Nawaz Committee dare to unsettle this ‘Settled fact beyond doubt’ of ■ 
Pandit Nehru ? This inquiry, this, queerly concluded in its findings : ‘At no stage was the 
casket containing the ashes sealed, no formal receipt issued, nor again continuous watch kept 
over it. So, although there cannot be absolute certainty about it, nevertheless, ashes kept in 
the Renkoji temple, Tokyo, are the ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. If ashes are taken 
to be genuine, Renkoji temple cannot be obviously the final resting place/ What an absurd 
findings! Can the issue of death of a man like Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose be confirmed by 
nor being ‘absolutely certain’, but by questioning it with ‘if ? 
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Shah Nawaz Committee, however, helped to have access to some very vital documents 
that were kept secret for 10 years after 1947. These documents showed that according to the 
intelligence report, in all probability, Netaji took shelter in Soviet Russia under the cover of 
a cooked-up story of his death. These documents also indicated that Gandhiji and Fanditji 
received a letter from Netaji asking Nehru for making arrangement for his repatriation to 
India. Particular imports of these documents will be discussed later. But it should be men- 
tioned here that Pandit Nehru suppressed all the vital intelligence reports from the public 
till 1956. 

In 1951 Panditji had sent S. A. Ayer, a former Publicity Minister of Netaji’s Azad Hind 
Govt., to Tokyo to secretly contact Col. Tada to ascertain from him the report about Netaji’s 
death Genl. Isoda and Col. Tada, were attached to the Japanese wartime Military Headquarters 
at Saigon. They were the two high ranking Japanese officers who were deputed to prepare 
and execute the escape-plan of Netaji by Field Marshall Terauchi, highest in command of the 
S.E.Asia Jap Army. In his confidential report to Nehru, Ayer stated : ‘This time I could gather 
very important information. Col. Tada told me that after the end of the war when Japan 
surrendered, Terauchi took all responsibility to help Netaji and asked him to go to Kaka 
Bose (His Excellency Bose) and tell him to reach Russian territory — all help will be given 
to him. 9 

In his statement in Lok Sabha, Panditji mentioned other parts of Ayer’s confidential 
report to him which appeared to lend support to Tokyo broadcast, but this vital part was 
withheld from the House. 

Pandit Nehru’s conscience, however, appeared to prick during the last few month before he 
passed away. Although he repeatedly stated in the Parliament that ‘Netaji’s death was a settled 
fact beyond doubt’ he wrote to Suresh Chandra Bose, an elder brother of Netaji on May 13, 1962 
in reply to his letter that ‘You asked me to send you proof of Netaji Subhas C handra Bose’s 
death, I can’t send you any precise and direct proof.....’ Again just about a month before his 
death replying to a letter from Amiya Nath Bose, a nephew of Netaji, Panditji wrote : ‘I agree 
with you that something should be done to finalise the question of Netaji’s death.’ Ah ! When 
it was the time for proper investigation, Nehruji delibarately stalled it ! 

Confusing Japanese Documents 

Japan is the only country which could definitely say or unsay if the report of the plane 
crash was true. Some documents and information placed before the Shah Nawaz Committee 
by the Japanese authority revealed a few vital facts : 

Firstly, Japan didn’t officially make any statement either by its civil 
or military authority to confirm the report of plane crash on August 18, 

1945 involving Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Domai News Agency, a private 
body, made it over the Tokyo Radio. Later S.A.Ayer, in course of his 
deposition before Shah Nawaz Committee, told that on request from the 
Japanese authority at Tokyo, the text of the broadcast was prepared by 
him and not either by the Japanese Govt, or the Domai News Agency. 

Secondly, the plane which reportedly crashed carried 13/14 pas- 
sengers of which the Pilot, Co-pilot, Radio Engineer, Genl. Shedei, Netaji, 

— these five persons, who were required to fly to Dairen, reportedly died 
whereas all the other passengers miraculously survived with minor injuries, 
although the plane was reported to have had nose-dived, caught instant 
fire and broke into two parts. Non-Official, Japanese Expert Committee 
contradicted such a report as ‘absurd’. After vertical nose-dive crash of 
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a burning plane from a sufficient altitude such selective survivals and selec- 
tive killings were unthinkable according to their findings. 

Thirdly, Japanese authority produced three - four photographs — 
first one of bandaged Habibur Rahman sitting by the side of a casket, 
second one of an urn reportedly carrying the ashes of Bose and the third 
one of a canvas-covered bundle marked as containing the alleged death 
body of Bose. If the Japanese could take trouble of getting four photographs 
why another photograph of uncovered body of Bose could not be taken 
if such a body existed at all ? An uncovered body of Bose would have 
convinced each and everybody of India and of the Anglo American Power 
that Bose really died in the aircrash. One such single photograph could 
have settled all doubts and all controversies about the report of Bose’s 
death, Japanese authority failed tp answer convincingly why they could 
not take a photograph of uncovered body of Bose if he really died. 

Fourthly, Japanese Foreign Ministry submitted a cremation certifi- 
cate of Bose issued by the Taihoku Municipality* It was written in Japanese 
script. On rendering this certificate into English it was strangely found 
that it was issued for a Japanese soldier, Ichiro Okura, who died of heart 
failure. Okura’s age, the cause and date of his death and cremation, — 
nothing tallied with the report of the Tokyo broadcast about ‘Chandra 
Bose.’ 

Fifthly, although it was stated that Genl. Shedei also died at Taihoku 
on the same date as a result of the aircrash, but his pension certificate 
showed that he died in the warfield. Genl. Shedei was appointed to com- 
mand Japanese Kwantang Army in Manchuria after Russia attacked this 
Jap territory. Japanese could not produce any record of death and crema- 
tion certificate of Genl. Shedei supporting his death at Taihoku. 

These few Japanese documents left rather indicative clues to infer that the report of 
aircrash was just a cooked-up story to cover Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s escape to Russia. 

Futile Khosla Commission 

Though the Indian people didn’t accept the findings of the Shah Nawaz Committee and 
Pandiiji himself also agreed that ‘something should be done to finalize the question of Netaji’s 
death 5 - nothing was done by the Govt, till 1967. In this year about 350 members of Parliament 
belonging to all parlies signed a memorandum and submitted it to the Central Govt, urging 
for a fresh judicial inquiry about Netaji. In no time before, such a memorandum was ever 
signed by the majority members of the Parliament for submitting to the Govt, for a national 
cause. However, it took over two years’ persistent agitation to make the Govt, of India agree 
to set up on July 11, 1970 a ‘one-man judicial Commission to inquire into disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,’ A retired Chief Justice of Punjab High Court was appointed 
its Chairman. After 4 years of unnecessarily prolonged sittings of the Commission, Justice 
Khosla submitted his report to the Govt, on June 30, 1974. Khosla Commission’s Report 
appeared just as a chimera of a judicial findings, - worse than the findings of the Shah Nawaz 
Committee. Mr. Khosla made no effort to search for national and international documents 
connected with the Netaji affairs, made no analysis of the Japanese documents produced 
before the Commission, brushed aside the evidence of the 84 Indian witnesses giving cursory 
attention to them while devoting his attention mainly on the evidence of five Japanese witnesses 
claiming as co-passengers of Netaji and the fifth one of a doctor, who said to have treated 
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injured Bose. Though none of them could produce any document to verity their identities, 
statements and claims. Mr. Khosla treated them as ‘truthful witnesses’ to draw his conclusion 
exclusively on their evidence that Bose died after the reported aircrash. 

Worst still, Mr. Khosla exceeded all his limits in making political commentary in un- 
believably derogatory terms by calling Netaji a ‘Puppet’, a ‘Pawn’, a ‘Quisling’ of Japan, etc. 
in his report. In his report atleast in 27 places he made outrageous remarks denigrating the 
revolutionary personality of Netaji. This man, violating all judicial norms, was seen to bring a 
‘present’ for Mrs. Indira Gandhi while returning from Taiwan and write her biography while 
working as the Chairman of the Commission. Further, before his report was placed on the 
table of Lok Sabha he published a book calling it ‘Last Days of Netaji’. Mr. Khosla was 
severely indicted by the Calcutta High Court for his derogatory remarks about Netaji. He also 
faced a Privilege Motion in Lok Sabha for violating the terms of the Inquiry Commission. But 
he somehow escaped harsh punishments by offering unconditional apology to the High Court 
and the Speaker of Lok Sabha. Thus, because of his tendentious behaviour of the Chairman 
of the Netaji Inquiry Commission, the judicial and moral basis of his findings were vitiated in 
such a way that its whole objective was completely frustrated. 

Findings Rejected by the Morarji Govt. 

Because of the sudden imposition of Emergency in June 1975 and arrest of Opposition 
leaders, including the present writer, the report of Khosla Commission was debated in Lok 
Sabha as late as in 1978 after the formation of the Janata Govt. A documentary book, ‘Netaji 
- Dead or Alive ?’ written by the writer was released by the then President of India Shri N. 
Sanjeeva Reddy. The long debate and the documentary materials published in the book con- 
vinced a man of very rigid outlook like Shri Morarji Desai, that the two inquiries about Netaji 
failed to serve the purpose of the investigation. In reply to the debate, Prime Minister, 
Shri Morarji Desai said in a statement in Lok Sabha on Sept 3, 1978 : 

‘Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission held the report 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s death as true. Since then reasonable 
doubts have been cast on the correctness reached in the two reports and 
verious important contradictions in the testimony of the witnesses have 
been noticed. Some further contemporary official documentary records 
have also become available. In the light of those doubts and contradictions 
and those records, Government find it difficult to accept that the earlier 
conclusions are decisive.’ 

It was very vital statement. Mrs. Indira Gandhi discarded the findings of the Shah Nawaz 
Committee while instituting Khosla Commission in 1970. And now in 1978 Shri Morarji Desai 
rejected the findings of both the inquiries to reopen the issue of disappearance of Netaji. It 
now, consequently, devolved on the Morarji Govt, to find out, - then, what really happened 
to Netaji ? Morarjibhai suggested an ‘Investigative Inquiry’ in an effort to resolve the Netaji 
issue as he felt that after so many years any further judicial inquiry would not serve the main 
purpose. But before his suggestion could be materialized the Janata Govt. fell. 

Decision of Investigative Inquiry by the Chandra Sekhar Govt. 

The whole issue of renewal of Netaji inquiry remained muted for about 10 years. After 
formation of the Janata Dal Govt, the issue was taken up with the Govt, of Shri V.P.Singh, who 
asked his Minister of External Affairs, Shri I.K.Gujral to ‘look into the matter’. But before any 
step could be taken, V.P.Singh Govt, had to quit. The matter was again taken up with the Govt, 
of Shri Chandra Sekhar. In both these moves the President of India, Shri 
ILVenkataraman very patriotically extended his moral support to the cause behind the inquiry. 
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In fact, he took initiative to ask both Shri V.P. Singh and Shri Chandra Sekhar to fulfil 
the national duty to find out what really happened to Netaji. In a letter on May 29, 1992, The 
President assured that he will again pursue the matter of Investigative inquiry about disap- 
pearance of Netaji with the present Prime Minister, Shri P.V.Narasimha Rao. His letter : 


PRESIDENT 
REPUBLIC OF INDIA 

New Delhi, 
May 29, 1992. 

Dear Shri Samar Guha, 

I am in receipt of your letter dated May 27. I shall pursue the 
matter with the P.M. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
R.VENKATARAMAN 

Prof. Samar Guha, 

8/2, Central Park, 

Calcutta - 700032. 


Finally, On March 26, 1991 the Deputy Minister of External Affairs informed the writer 
in a letter : The Ministry has initiated a High Level Investigation into the secret documents 
on disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We are awaiting results of our inquiry. We 
shall keep you informed about any further development/ His letter : 

DEPUTY" MINISTER 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 

No.489/DM/91 


March 26, 1991. 


Dear Prof. Samarjee, 

1. Kindly refer to your letter of 26th February, 1991 addressed to Shri 
Devi Lai concerning high level investigation into “secret documents” on 
the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

2. I would like to assure you that this Ministry has already initiated 
follow-up action in this regard. We are awaiting results to our enquiries. 

3. We shall keep you informed of any further developments. 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


(DIGVIJAY SINGH) 

Prof. Samar Guha, 

Ex-Member of Parliament, 

8/2, Central Park, 

CALCUTTA - 700032. 


7 


But because of resignation of Chandra Sekhar Govt, this laudable decision about the 
Investigative Inquiry remained hanging in uncertainly. 

A National Task for Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao 

It appears that the present Prime Minister, Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao has not been posted 
with all facts about the rejection of the findings of the Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla 
Commission and the subsequent decision of the Chandra Sekhar Govt, to institute an ‘Inves- 
tigative Inquiry' about the issue of disappearance of Netaji. Otherwise the Govt, would not 
have used the word "Posthumously’ while announcing Bharat Ratna for Netaji. Now, it is a 
legal, moral and sacred partriotic task for Narasimha Rao Govt, to effectively work-out the 
decision of the Chandra Sekhar Govt, to institute a ‘High level Investigative Inquiry about 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’ and to ‘finalize’, to quote Pandit Nehru, the 
poignent issue that remained hanging about the fate of the epic hero of the Indian liberation. 

An Investigative Inquiry, - Why ? 

Why an Investigative Inquiry instead of another public inquiry about Netaji ? Only four 
Japanese, - the Chief of the Staff of the Japanese Army of the Tokyo Headquarters, Field 
Marshall Terauchi of S.E.Asia Japanese Command at Saigon, Genl. Isoda, the Chief of the 
Hikari-Kikan and Col. Tada, a trusted officer of Terauchi’s Headquarter, were the four key 
figures, who programmed and executed the escape-plan of Netaji to convey him to Russian 
territory of Siberia across the Manchurian border. All these principal persons are now dead. 
Political situation in Japan has now changed so much, that few people of its administration 
after 47 years can be expected to recollect the episode of the political move around the 
movement of Subhas Chandra Bose after fall of Japan. 

Now mainly the Secret documents, reports, informations and findings of various inquiries 
that are likely to be available in the archives of Japan, UK, USA, Taiwan and most importantly 
of former the USSR, now the Russian Federation, can provide positive facts about what 
really happened to Netaji. 

Soon after the report of the aircrash involving Netaji, the Wavell Govt, of India, Adml. 
Mountbatten of S.E.Asia Allied Command and Genl. Mac Arthur of the U.S. Pacific Army - 
instituted three ‘immediate inquiry’ separately to verify the truth about the alleged aircrash 
death of Subhas Chandra Bose. After reoccupation of Formosa (now Taiwan), on orders from 
Genl. Chiang-Kai-Shek, the Mayor of Taipei also conducted an inquiry to verify whether any 
air accident took place at Taipei (Taihoku) airport on August 18, 1945. And if so, whether 
Subhas Chandra Bose was in it. 

None of the reports of these inquiries or their findings have been published. Only Wavell 
Govt, non-officialiy leaked-out to the press that its inquiry found that the report of aircrash death 
of Subhas Chandra Bose was correct. However, this was only for the consumption of the Indian 
public. Neither the Govt, of Wavell nor Mountbatten nor the Govt, of U.K. at any time officially 
confirmed Nctaji’s death. What the Wavell Govt, came to know after its investigation was secretly 
communicated to the U.K. Govt, in the form of ‘Top Secret’ despatch by R.F.Mudie, the Home 
Member of the Viceroy which has already been quoted earlier. This report informed Aulee Govt, 
that under the cover of the story of his death Bose look asylum in Russia. 

Mountbatten’s Inquiry Report 

Mountbatten’s inquiry report was never published, nor its findings were made known. A 
few pages of Mountbatten’s Diary were given to the Shah Nawaz Committee in which it was 
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found that the British Investigation Officer observed : ‘ it appears that the whole thing 

is suspicious.... The description of the funeral is more suspicious.... Perhaps the aircrash 
was cooked-up at Taihoku. Possibly after that Bose escaped somewhere.’ 

In 1978 the than Indian High Commissioner in U.K., Shri N.G.Goray, wrote to Lord 
Mountbatten : T would like to refer particularly to pages 137, 138 and 139 of Volume VI (of 
the Transfer of Power, 1942-47)’ : that the Govt, of India knew that Shri Bose was alive and 
they were discussing how he should be dealt with. As you took over from Lord Wavell it will 
not be wrong to presume that you must have come to know every detail about the incident. 5 

Mountbatten very much knew the outcome of the inquiry which he himself ordered as 
the S.E.Asia Allied Command. And further as being a Viceroy of India, succeeding Lord 
Wavell, he had many reports about Netaji in possession of his Govt. He was keenly interested 
about Bose as he warned Pandit Nehru at Singapore in early 1946 ‘not to play-up Bose and 
his INA’, as the believed that Bose was alive. But Lord Mountbatten preferred to evasively 
reply to Goray on March 10, 1978 : ‘... there was no official record of Shri Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s death in his archives.’ Look ! how truthfully behaved the ‘Admiral of the Flest, Earl 
Mountbatten of Burma, KG, PC, GCB, OM, GCSI, GCIE, GCVO, DSO, FRS, Braodlands, 
Romsey, Hampshire 905 9 D. V 

However, evasive though he tried to be in his reply to Shri Goray - one thing he did 
truthfully that he didn’t confirm Bose’s death. 

The British Global Military Intelligence of the War days, briefly called CSDIC, deputed 
B.C.Chakraborty, an Indian senior officer, to interrogate Col. Habibur Rahman. Chakraborty 
told Khosla Commission : ‘After analysing all the reports that were in hands at the time with 
the CSDIC, it was obvious that Col. Habibur Rahman told lies and the Japanese Govt, concealed 
facts. Their reply was nothing other than a product of conspiracy regarding the movement of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on August 18, 1945 : None of them (the British Military Intelligence 
or the U.S.) believed that the information about Netaji’s death could be correct’. 

It is interesting to note that according to the evidence of Mir Chandani and B.C.Mallik, 
two former Chiefs of the Indian Intelligence, they told Khosla Commission that the Govt, of 
U.K. and the Govt, of India that pursued all the reports about Bose are still in possession of 
Govt, of U.K. besides the reports of Mountbatten’s inquiry which, according to their policy 
decision, will be published after 100 years of ‘The Transfer of Power’. 

Probe by Genl. Mac Arthur 

The investigation report of Genl. Mac Arthur’s team was very vital because the U.S. team 
reached Tokyo and Formose (Taiwan) much earlier than the British team. This U.S. team 
examined all the concerned Japanese officer at Tokyo and Taihoku and repeatedly interrogated 
Col. Habibur Rahman. But nothing has been published so far about Mac Arthur’s inquiry. 

However, some facts were indirectly known about this report. At the time of Tokyo Trial 
after the War, Genl. Tojo, Genl. Fuzyama and other highest war-time Jap leaders, who were 
facing trial, were found to stand up and bow down their heads very reverentially when Chandra 
Bose’s name was mentioned during the session of the Tokyo Trial. The U.S. jurists of the 
Trial being curiously intrigued by the performance of the civil and military Jap leaders of the 
war-days asked their Indian colleague, Dr. Radha Vinod Pal, why the Japanese behaved in 
that way when the name of Subhas Chandra Bose was mentioned ? They were told that it 
was the Japanese tradition of showing respect to the man whom they held in highest esteem. 
The U.S. jurist told Dr. Pal that ‘what they know about U.S. inquiry, Subhas Chandra Bose 
didn’t die in the alleged aircrash, - he escaped’. This information was given to the press by 
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Dr. Pal after returning to India. Uptill now the U.S. Govt, have not mentioned anything about 
the report and the findings of the Mac Arthur’s inquiry. 

Investigation by Taipei Mayor 

The Mayor of Taipei (Taihoku) of Taiwan (Formosa) soon after Chinese reoccupation 
of Formosa about a month after fall of Japan made an inquiry to verify the report of Bose’s 
death in an aircrash at the Taipei airfield. The President of the Nationalist China, Genl. 
Chiang- Kai- Shek had very friendly relation with Subhas Chandra Bose in pre-war days. 
According to the report of H.V.Kamath, Prokash Vir Shastri and Mulka Govind Reddy — 
all former members of Parliament, who visited Taiwan on invitation by an unofficial organisation 
there, - the Mayor of Taipei told them that their inquiry could not verify the report of any 
aircrash at Taipei on August 18, 1945 involving Sublias Chandra Bose. 

Taihoku airfield was the place of occurrance of the reported aircrash. But Pandit Nehru 
didn’t allow' Shah Nawaz Committee to visit Taipei (Taihoku). However, Khosla Commission was 
allowed to visit this city, but Mr. Khosla refused to write to the Govt, of Taiwan to give him a 
copy of the Taipei Mayor’s inquiry report on diplomatic plea, although the Taiwan Govt, was 
willing to respond to Indian request. The matter later was raised in Lok Sabha, when the then 
Minister of External Affairs, Sardar Swaran Singh, denied if any such instruction was sent to 
Khosla. This report of the Mayor of Taipei is still available in the archives of the Taiwan Govt. 

Habibur Rahman’s Story 

Col. Habibur Rahman stuck to his story of Netaji’s death although he could convince 
neither the British, nor the American investigating team, nor any of his INA colleagues. After 
interrogation of Habibur Rahman by the British team it observed: ‘Habibur Rahman is 
unwilling to come out with truth’. Everybody took his version as that of a soldier’s statement 
in defence of the escape-plan of his master. 

Habibur Rahman showed a rectangular watch with a burnt band saying that Netaji had 
it in his wrist when he was engulfed in the burning flame after the aircrash. But it was known 
to every INA personnel that Netaji always used a round shaped wrist watch and not any 
rectangular one. When Bhulabhai Desai, the Chief of the INA Defence Council asked Habibur 
Rahman to open the Watch, it was found that the oil inside the watch remained intact without 
forming any clot, although Habibur Rahman claimed that it was almost consumed in flame at 
the time of aircrash. Shri Desai indicatively smiled and returned the watch to Rahman without 
any comment. 

While describing all about the aircrash, Habibur Rahman used to say that when the plane 
crashed he was wearing an wollen jumper, whereas Netaji had a Khaki suit on his body. When 
he was asked how was it that not a single thread of his wollen jumper was burnt but Netaji’s 
less inflammable Khaki suit was ‘horribly’ caught in fire ? Habibur fumbled to answer this 
searching question. 

Again, he said that he made frantic effort with both his hands to put out the flame all 
around Netaji’s body after the aircrash. But when he was asked how could it happen that the 
palms of his two hands bore no burnt marks whereas the dorsal of his two hands showed 
some hazy marks, which in all probability could be of acid-burn? He looked vacant and at- 
tempted no explanation. 

In 1947 before he moved to Pakistan, Habibur Rahman lived with his father-in-law who 
was the ‘Prime Minister’ of the Princely State of Alwar. He confessed to Mr. Khemchand the 
ICS Secretary to the Alwar Prime Minister that Netaji’s death-story was nothing but cooked-up. 
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In 1956 Habibur Rahman came to Delhi from Pakistan to appear before the Shah Nawaz 
Committee. However, a few days before his departure for Delhi the ‘Civil and Military Gazette’ 
of Lahore published a news that Habibur Rahman told this paper that Netaji didn’t die in 
the aircrash. This report was published in ‘East Pakistan’ dailies also. But he declined to 
contradict it. Habibur Rahman refused to appear before Khosla Commission to avoid cross 
examination by the judicial commission. Before non-judicial Shah Nawaz Committee he sub- 
mitted just a written statement. 

In 1966 when a Japanese biographer of Netaji, Mr. Hayashida, met Habibur iri Rawalpindi, 
he repeated nothing than the same story of Netaji’s death but added : ‘Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose was the greatest revolutionary that the Indian Subcontinent produced in the present 

century Many in Bharat still believe that he is still alive and will turn up someday. How 

we wish he had come back alive ! The flame of freedom lit by him is still burning and will 
continue to inspire the freedom fighters all over the world for all times to come.’ Oh ! how 
Habibur Rahman failed to hold back the truthful impulse of his inner conscience in some 
sensitive moment ! 

Internal Documents, ‘Missing or Destroyed’ 

Nehru Govt, got in its possession all the secret reports of the Govt, of Wavell and 
Mountbatten after the ‘Transfer of Power’. Panditji was also known to maintain a special file 
about Netaji. But Nehru Govt, placed only a few documents before the Shah Nawaz Committee 
and Indira Govt, also supplied almost the same package of files again for the scrutiny of the 
Khosla Commission. These documents included a few pages of Mountbatten’s Diary, some 
parts of Figgis Report and a small part of the report of CSDIC. Some irrelevant papers were 
also sent to the Commission. However, inside the package of these official documents a very 
intriguing official note was found enlisting some 40 secret files about Netaji marked as ‘Either 
Missing’ or ‘Papers Destroyed’ ? Pandit Nehru’s personal and other official files regarding 
the issue of Netaji were kept by Md. Yunus. Tapers destroyed’ were about 15. ‘Notes destroyed’ 
were about 12. ‘Prime Minister’s Secretariate File ‘missing or destroyed’ included - (i) Inves- 
tigation into circumstances leading to the death of Subhas Chandra Bose, (ii) ‘Indian National 
Army (INA) in the Far East’, and (iii) ‘INA Treasure’. These files were either deliberately 
destroyed or intentionally withheld. Mr. Khosla dared not to ask the Govt, why these valuable 
secret files were either ‘destroyed or missing’ and what were the contents of these files? 

Netaji’s Destination was Russia 

It has been established from all documents and evidences that Netaji’s destination after 
fall of Japan was Russia. Four days before the surrender of Japan on August 15, 1945 a special 
messanger from the Imperial headquarter of Tokyo, Mr. Negishi, rushed to Seramban in Malay 
to handover a confidential message from the highest Japanese authority. It showed in what 
respect the Japanese held Netaji. This confidential message urged Netaji to Immediately move 
to Saigon to fly out of the S.E.Asia zone without any delay. However, instead of accompanying 
Mr. Negishi, Netaji rushed to Singapore, the Hd. Qrt. of Azad Hind Govt, and held an emergent 
meeting of his Cabinet to decide the future course of the Azad Hind Govt, and the INA in 
the event of Japanese surrender. Netaji proposed to surrender to the British Army at Singapore. 
But his Cabinet unanimously decided that Netaji should make every effort to cross into Soviet 
Russia, whereas the Cabinet Ministers and the INA would surrender to the British Army at 
Singapore. After arguing with his Cabinet Ministers, Netaji finally agreed to bow-down to 
honour the wishes of his Cabinet. On 14th August Netaji attended a cultural function of the 
Jhansi Regiment without disclosing what was going to happen next day. 
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As Netaji was delaying to reach Saigon, on August 12, Genl. Isoda, the Chief of the 
Hikari Kikan and Mr. Hachia, Jap Ambassador to the Azad Hind Govt, rushed to Singapore. 
On 13th August another messanger from Tokyo, Col. Sakai, reached Singapore to pursuade 
Netaji to leave the area without any further delay. Netaji had several secret meetings with 
Col, Sakai and in one such meeting Col. Habibur Rahman was called in and directed by Netaji 
to hand over the charge of his office to Mj. GenL M.Z.Kiani, who was given overall authority 
by Netaji to surrender to the British Army, separately from the Japanese, on behalf of the 
Azad Hind Govt, and its INA. 

Netaji reached Bangkok on Aug 16, along with GenL Isoda, Hachia, Negeshi, Col. Sakai, 
Col. Habibur Rahman, S.A.Ayer, Debnath Das, Pritam Singh, Mj. Hasan, Col. Gulgara Singh 
and others. At Bangkok, Netaji had several secret conclaves with GenL Isoda and Col. Tada 
who were specially deputed by Field Marshall Terauchi to finalise Netaji’s escape-plan. Again 
at Bangkok also Col. Habibur Rahman was exclusively called in by Netaji in one of such 
meetings. None else of the INA was asked to attend the secret conclaves. Next day on 17th 
August a plane took off at about 5 p.m. from Saigon carrying Netaji, Habibur Rahman, GenL 
Shedei and few other Japanese Officers. The plane had an overnight hop at Tourane in North 
Vietnam. 

What was the destination of Netaji ? Except Col. Habibur Rahman who made every 
effort to conceal all facts about the fateful movement of Netaji, on August 18, 1945, all other 
important Japanese witnesses like GenL Isoda, Hachia, Negeshi and Col. Tada and all the 
Ministers of the Azad Hind Govt, and the important INA Officers categorically told the Khosla 
Commission that Netaji’s plan was to go to Russia via Dairen. 

GenL Isoda and Col. Tada of FM Terauchi’s HQ of Saigon were entrusted by the supreme 
Japanese command to prepare and execute Netaji’s escape plan to convey him safely to Russian 
Siberia. GenL Isoda unreservedly told Khosla Commission: ‘The purpose of Netaji’s plan 
was to go to Soviet Union.... He was going to Russia via Saigon.... There was no plan to stay 
at Saigon. ‘GenL Isoda’s Statement was much earlier corroborated by Col. Tada in a secret 
communication to S.A.Ayer when Pandit Nehru unannouncedly sent him to meet Col. Tada 
in 1951. In his ‘confidential note’ to Nehru, Ayer wrote: ‘Col. Tada told me that it was arranged 
that Suhhas Chandra Bose will fly in a plane in which GenL Shedei was going. Genl. Shedei 
will look after Subhas Chandra Bose upto Dairen (in Manchuria) and thereafter he would 
fall back on his own resources to contact Russian. Japanese would announce to the world 
that Bose had disappeared from Dairen. That would absolve them of all responsibility in the 
eyes of the Allied power....’ . After arrival of Col. Sakai from Tokyo it was found that Terauchi’ s 
plan coincided with the plan of the Tokyo Imperial Headquarters. Col. Tada further disclosed 
to Ayer that \... The Japanese HQ had planned to make a false announcement of Netaji’s 
desappearance.’ 

Col. Tada’s disclosure showed that both the Imperial HQ and the HQ of Terauchi at 
Saigon planned to fly Netaji to Dairen with Genl. Shedei from where Gen. Shedei was to 
escort Netaji up to Siberia across the Manchurian border. To execute this plan five days were 
required and that was why although the plane was reported as have had crashed on August 
18, the socalled death news of Netaji was broadcast on August 23. 

Khosla Commission was told by all the Cabinet Ministers of the Azad Hind Govt, that 
Netaji maintained a special liaison with Jackob Malik, the war-time Russian Ambassador at 
Tokyo. 
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That Netaji reached Moscow has also been verified by several reports of the British 
intelligence sent to the Wave 11 Govt, in late 1945 and in early 1946. These informations, which 
the Govt, of Nehru didn’t disclose in 1946 came before the Shah Nawaz Committee in 1956 
alongwith the Govt, papers submitted before it. One of these reports says There is a secret 
report which says Nehru received a letter from Bose saying that he was in Russia and that 
he wanted to escape to India. Tills information alleges that Gandhiji and Sarat Bose are 
those who were aware of this. It is probably that a letter arrived about the time Gandhiji 
made his public statement.' 

In another intelligence report it was staled that ‘Bose’ was in Russia. Assuming the 
name of Ghilzai Malang (It is known that Netaji was a past-master in assuming false 

names). In the third intelligent report it was said ‘ In Dec 1945 a report said that 

Russian Ambassador in Kabul informed that Bose was in Moscow. In a report received 
from Tehran stated that MaradolT, the Russian Vice-Consul General, disclosed in March 
(1946) that Bose is in Russia \ 

The British intelligence pursued this reports for further probe and submitted them to 
the Govt, of Wavell. These reports were said to be, as communicated to Khosla Commission, 
‘cither missing or destroyed’. 


Shri Shyamlal Jain of Meerut, who was a steno of Mr. Asaf Ali, the then Secretary of 
the INA Defence Council, told Khosla Commission that he was asked by Pandit Nehru on 
Dec 26/27, 1945 in the residence of Mr. Asaf Ali to make four copies of a note which read: 
\... Bose arrived today, August 24, 1945, at Dairen at 1.30 afternoon alongwith Genl. Shedei, 
proceeded towards Russian territory, the Jeep returned after about 3 hours Pandit Nehru 
sent a copy of this letter to the U.K. Prime Minister, Mr. Attlee, asking him how Russia, 
their War- time ally, could provide shelter to Bose. This letter to Mr. Attlee was also typed 
by Shyamlal Jain. It appears unthinkable that Panditji could write such a letter to Attlee. 
But neither the Govt, nor Mr. Khosla challenged the statement of Shyamlal Jain. 


Most positive and authentic information came from the source of the British Govt, in 
their documents Transfer of Power - 1942- 47’ published in 1975. It has already been mentioned 
earlier that the British Govt, had the information that Netaji reached Russia and but preferred 
to remain silent about this report. 

Many other indirect hints came about Netaji’s presence in Russia. On reaching India 
after serving in Moscow as India’s first Ambassador, Mrs. Vijaylakshmi Pandit, made a startling 
statement at Bombay on her coming back to India. But after reaching Delhi she shut her 
mouth completely. Khosla Commission asked her, sending a formal letter, if she knew that 
Netaji was in Russia. She declined to appear before the Commission sending a strange reply: 
£ I have not met Subhas Chandra Bose after 1940’. Mr. Khosla didn’t dare to summon her for 
cross examination. 


The second Ambassador to Moscow Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan confided his very 
close Calcutta friend Dr. Saroj Ray, an eminent philosopher of Calcutta University that he 
came to know that ‘Subhas Bose is in captivity in Stalin’s Russia.’ This information was 
communicated to Shri Morarji Desai by the great historian Dr. R.C.Majumdar, an intimate 
friend of Dr. Saroj Roy. 


Netaji in Russia - Two Revealing Reports 


However, besides this indirect information, a revealing report came from a Bharat Heavy 
Engineering Corpn. Engineer, Shri A.Sarkar, now residing at Calcutta, who was sent to Russia 
three times by the Corporation for training in manufacture of heavy machineries. Sarkar learnt 
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Now an Unfulfilled National Duty for Shri Narasimha Rao 

Mr. Clement Attlee who piloted the Indian Independence Bill in the House of Common 
came to visit India as a private citizen in mid-fifty. He was asked at Calcutta Raj Bhavan by 
the then acting Governor of West Bengal, Justice Phani Bhusan Chakraborty : ‘Mr. Attlee, 
why did you quit India so precipitously after winning the Great War ?\ Prompt was the reply 
from the former Prime Minister of Britain : ‘Because of the activities of Subhas Chandra 
Bose/ Yes, our Sub-continent which is now called India, Pakistan and Bangladesh got inde- 
pendence in 1947 because of the irresistible thrust of the revolutionary legends of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose and his INA. After the last Great War when the Saga of the Azad Hind Revolu- 
tion raised a volcanic upsurge of militant patriotism that shook the very foundation of British 
Raj in India every Indian leader, except Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Mahammad Ali Jinnah, 
was seen to vie with one another in showaring their eloquent homages on Netaji. But after 
India attained freedom nothing was done to acknowledge our national gratitude to the greatest 
national hero of our independence. Nay, no effective move was made to find out what really 
happened to him. 

After 10 years of persistant agitations Pandit Nehru formed Shah Nawaz Committee ‘to 
enquire into ‘death of Netaji’. The Committee produced a report which the Indian people 
refused to accept. Again in 1967 more than 350 Members of Parliament launched a fresh 
agitation for instituting a judicial inquiry into Netaji’s disappearance. After more than 2 year’s 
continuous agitation the Govt, of Indira Gandhi instituted ‘A one-man Judicial Commission 
to inquire into disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.’ But the whole inquiry was 
viliated by the tendentious motivation of its Chairman, Justice Khosla for which he had to 
unconditionally apolized once before the Calcutta High Court and then again before Lok 
Sabha. On Sept 3, 1978 Morarji Desai, the then Prime Minister rejected the findings of both 
Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission. As the issue of the inquiry about Netaji was 
reopened by the Govt., Shri Morarji Desai suggested an ‘Investigative Inquiry’ to finalise the 
matter of the Netaji-inquiry. But no move could be made as his Govt, fell in 1979. 

Again the pending issue of the proposed Investigative Inquiry about Netaji was taken up 
by the successive Govts, of Shri V.P.Singh and Shri Chandra Sekhar. It was because of the 
patriotic and moral intervention of the President of India, Shri R.Venkataraman, Chandra 
Sekhar Govt, announced on March 1991; ‘starting of a High Level Investigative Inquiry about 
Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose into the documents available with Govts, of 
UK, USA, USSR, Japan and others’. But this move also got bogged because of resignation 
of the Chandra Sekhar Govt. 

All hopes now rests with the willingness and the initiative of the veteran Freedom Fighter, 
Shri Narasimha Rao. Will India’s present Prime Minister fulfil the objective of the Inves- 
tigative Inquiry about Netaji as has already been decided by his predecessor Govt. ? If he 
feels it as our patriotic task to fulfil our unfulfilled national duty to Netaji, then his Govt 
will have to make a sincere and serious move to execute this investigation in a proper manner. 

Firstly, the Prime Minister of India would have to write to all the Govts, of UK, USA 
and Taiwan for making available the reports of the inquiries already made by them long before 
about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose of India. 
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Secondly, the Govt, should write to the Japanese Govt, to provide all documents connected 
with the reports of the aircrash at Taihoku (Taipei) allegedly involving Netaji. 

Thirdly, which is most vital, the Prime Minister of India should approach the new Russian 
Govt, and its sister’s States to let India know what KGB know about Netaji’s taking shelter 
in the former USSR. Now a new wind of freedom and liberalism is blowing in Russia and if 
our Govt, in such radically changed milieu lake up the issue in all earnestness with the present 
Russian Govt, there is no reason why the present Govt, of Russia will not come out with all 
facts about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose that were and are still locked in the KGB files Stalin’s 
achieves and other quarters. 

In 1946 the Govt, of Communist China also featured in various news relating to Netaji. 
The Govt, of India should also approach the Communist regime of China to find out if they 
have any facts with them about Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Lastly, the Govt, of India should make a thorough search to find out from their own 
official files and archives what were those ‘top secret fiIes , which were reported as ‘either 
missing or destroyed*- What were the contents of these files should be carefully inquired into 
and all efforts should be made to trace Pandit Nehru’s special files about Netaji and the other 
files left behind by the Govt, of Wavell and Mountbatlen at the time of Transfer of Power. 

The INA treasure that have been kept in the Delhi National Museum, — all about its 
sources, who brought them, how they were collected, — all facts should be inquired into. 

Efforts should also be made to contact the family of Col. Habibur Rahman, who died 
two years back, to ascertain If he left any document, diary or any note about Netaji. 

About 50 years after the last Great War there is no reason to believe that the Allied 
Powers’ past political prejudices against Subhas Chandra Bose will stand any more in the way 
of their cooperation with the proposed Investigative Inquiry. For Russia, it is the most opportune 
moment when a friendly move by the Govt, of India is likely to succeed to convince the Russian 
Govt, to give out all facts, reports, documents and information about Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s taking shelter in Russia that are in possession or were ,in possession of the former 
KGB and other Russian secret sources. 

The Govt, of India should set up a high level expert committee, to draw out the parameter 
and modality of its functioning to scan, scrutinise and judge all the documents likely to be 
available from the sources of the foreign governments and from the internal sources of our 
Govt. If our Govt, make a determined and honest effort the proposed Investigative Inquiry 
will certainly succeed to finally let our countrymen know what really happened to our Netaji. 

Unanswered still Remains the Questions ! 

Netaji is no longer any political challenge to anybody. He is also not dead legally. The 
issue is still open before the Govt. There is no proof of his death in the alleged aircrash. 
There is no reports that he died elsewhere. There is no visual proof, as well, of his being 
alive. The longing question still remained unanswered. Then, what happened to our Netaji ? 

Is he still languishing in the desolate cell of a Siberian Concentration Camp ? Has he 
been killed there by Stalin or did he die a gruelling death in a lonely cell ? Or, by the grace 
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of the Maha Shakti he always worshipped, has the revolutionary pilgrim of India succeeded 
A to come out of the Russian Concentration Camp ? Is he now living incognito as a ‘Sanyasin’ 
- a supreme consummation of his spiritual aspiration from the days of his early youth ? 

We do not know yet what really happened to Netaji. But it is a sacred national duty 
that we have failed so long to know what really happened to the Maha Kshatriya of Modern 
India Will Shri Narasimha Rao, a former Freedom Fighter, rise above all small political 
considerations to accept the national task of finding what really happened to the Netaji 
of the Indian people ? If Shri Rao fulfills this task his name will remain enshrined in the 
hearts of the Indian people. If Gandhiji survived a few years more he would raised storm in 
India to know the truth about Netaji, who ‘gambled away his life’ for the emancipation of his 
motherland. Let us not remain ungrateful to the epic hero of Indian freedom ! 

II 

An Appeal To Boris Yeltsin 


Mr. Boris Yeltsin 
Hon’ble President 
Federation of Russia 
Moscow, Russia 

Honourable Sir, 

After the great non-violent democratic revolution in the former Soviet Union under your 
leadership, Indian people are watching the democratic developments in the Russian Federation 
and its sister States with deep interest. What has happened in the former USSR is a seismic 
event that has shaken the existing co-relations of the present politics of the modern world, 
opening a new vista of peace, amity and human rights before the whole humanity. 

Indian relation with Russia had always been friendly, cordial and mutually trustworthy. 
Indian freedom movement received sustained support from Russia. Our greatest national 
revolutionary, Subhas Chandra Bose, who was twice elected as the President of the Indian 
National Congress, showed consistent interest in cultivating Russian friendship for the cause 
of Indian freedom. 

After his historic escape from the British India in January 1941, he intended to reach 
Moscow via Kabul. But, because of the policy of Stalin at that time, Subhas Chandra Bose 
was compelled by the prevailing circumstances to divert his destination to Germany via Moscav 
to seek help of the “enemy’s enemy” for ousting British Imperialism from India. He had to 
seek help of the Axis Power, though he was opposed to their ideology, for exploiting inter- 
national enmity between Britain and Germany and also because of the fact that due to the 
Russo-German Pact, existing at that time, Germany was looked upon by him as an ally of Russia. 

After the treacherous attack of Russia by Nazi Army in June 1941, the dream of Subhas 
Chandra Bose to achieve Indian independence with the collaborative help of Russia and Ger- 
many was shattered. Sitting at the very den of Hitler, Subhas Bose, the intrepid Indian Revolu - 
denary, dared to write to Hitler’s Foreign Minister Mr. Ribbentrop that “the Indian people 
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will view 'German attack' of Russia as an 'imperialist aggression.’ Though Subhas Chandra 
Bose formed as Indian Legion in Germany, he never uttered a word in support of Nazi ag- 
gression of Russia, nor did he allow the Indian Legion to be used in anyway against the interest 
of Russia. 

Being frustrated in Germany, Subhas Chandra Bose undertook an unthinkable hazard of 
90 days Submarine journey from Kiel to Singapore. He created a saga of Revolutionary War 
of Indian Liberation against British Imperialism, the fiery impact of which ultimately compelled 
the British power to quit its Indian Empire after the War. 

While waging 'War of Independence’ against British Imperialism with the help of Japan, 
Subhas Chandra Bose never uttered a single word, nor did he do anything adversely against 
Russia or China. Rather, he always tried to maintain an attitude of friendship towards these 
two countries. His joining hands with Germany and Japan was motivated solely for winning 
Indian national independence. 

When it became clear after fall of Germany that collapse of Japan was a matter of days, 
Subhas Chandra Bose contacted Mr. Jackob Malik, the then Russian Ambassador in Tokyo, 
for seeking asylum in Russia. After surrender of Japan on August 15, 1945, Tokyo Radio 
made a dubious broadcast on 23rd August circulating a story that Subhas Chandra Bose, the 
supreme leader of the Provisional Govt, of Free India, died in an aircrash at Taihoku (Taipei). 
But the report of Bose’s death was not confirmed officially either by Japan or the U.K. nor 
also by the USA. Genl. Mac Arthur of the US Pacific Army and Adml. Mountbatten of the 
S.E.Asia Allied Command immediately ordered two separate inquiries to probe into the story 
of Subhas Chandra Bose’s death. But their inquiries couldn’t find any positive evidence to 
confirm Bose’s death. 

Subhas Chandra Bose made his flight from Saigon on Aug 17, 1945. His destination was 
Russia, via Dairen. According to the Mac Arthur’s Inquiry Japan made a false broadcast on 
Aug 23, 1945 to comouflage Subhas Chandra Base’s escape into Russian Siberia via Dairen. 

During the days of 1945-46 British Intelligence made many reports to the Viceroy of 
British India, that Subhas Chandra Bose under the cover of the story of his aircrash death 
had actually reached Russia. This report was corroborated by the Russian Ambassador in 
Kabul, and the Russian Consul General at Tehean in 1946. It was told by them that Bose was 
living in Russia with an assumed Mongolian name of ‘Ghilzai Malang’. 

The Govt, of India instituted two inquiries to verify if the report of Bose’s aircrash death 
was true. But these two inquiries failed to confirm Bose’s death. All the high officers of Subhas 
Chandra Bose’s Revolutionary Army (INA) and the Ministers of his Provisional Govt, of Free 
India and all the high ranking Jap Generals and Jap diplomats, who appeared before the two 
Indian inquiries, categorically stated that Bose’s plan after fall of Japan was to go to Russia 

Dr. S.Radhakrishnan, who was the second Indian Ambassador to Moscow told his personal 
friend, Dr. Saroj Das of the University of Calcutta that he got the information that Subhas 
Chandra Bose was held in captivity in Soviet Russia by Stalin. 

In 1975 the British Govt, published secret documents concerning ‘Transfer of Power’ to 
India. In it a specially important note, after analysing the pros and cons of various measures 
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how to punish Subhas Chandra Bose if he was arrested, recommended to the British Govt, 
in late 1945 that : 


“...In many ways the easiest course would be to leave him where 
he is and not to ask for his release. He might, of Course, in certain cir- 
cumstances be welcomed by the Russians. This course would raise fewest 
immediate political difficulties.” 

This note provides an authentic information that Bose took asylum in Russia after fall 
of Japan. 

Another fact revealed is more starling. An Indian Engineer of Calcutta, Mr. A.Sarkar, 
who was deputed by the Govt, of India to have training in machine building plant in Russia, 
was three times in Russia and knew Russian well. Mr. Sarkar worked in the Machine Building 
Plant at Gorlovska near the city of Doniesk. He came in contact of a German - Jew there, 
who was the Deputy Chief of the Plant - Machinosttroitelinizevod. His name was B.A.Zerobin, 
who was earlier an war machine designer in Nazi Germany. He claimed that he met the Indian 
Revolutionary Subhas Chandra Bose several times in Berlin. 

Zerobin after being captured in Berlin, was taken to Siberia in a train to an unknown 
place, from where he was flown to a Re-orientation Camp somewhere in Siberia. In that Camp 
one day he suddenly found Subhas Chandra Bose coming out of a Car, flanked by two Mongolian 
guards. Seeing Bose, Zerobin excitedly rushed towards him and said : ‘Sir, I have met you in 
Berlin’. Bose replied in his characteristic style : ‘Quite likely’. Bose then asked Zerobin : ‘What 
are you doing here?’ Replied Zerobin : ‘I don’t know what for.’ Zerobin again asked Bose: 
‘What is your programme, Sir ? Are you going back to India’ ? Bose : ‘I expect it to be soon.’ 

While Bose and Zerobin were talking in German, (Bose knew German well) the Mongolian 
guards intervened : ‘Not allowed’. 

Thereafter, Zerobin had no opportunity to meet Bose in the Siberian Re-orientation 
Camp. 

Zerobin warned Mr. A.K.Sarkar that if he disclosed the report of his meeting with Subhas 
Chandra Bose in the Re-orientation Camp in Siberia, the lives of both Zerobin and Sarkar 
will be seriously endangered in Russia. After retiring from the Govt, job, Shri Sarkar took 
courage to disclose the report about Bose and that too many years later. 

Prof. Samar Guha, a former member of the Indian Parliament and three-term Chairman 
of its Privilege Committee, - the highest Judicial body of the Indian Parliament, wrote a long 
letter to Mr. Gorbachev requesting him to disclose all facts about Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s taking asylum in Russia after fall of Japan. This letter was separately forwarded to Mr. 
Gorbachev by the two former Presidents of India, Mr. N.Sanjiva Reddy and Mr. Gyani Zail 
Singh. A third letter was forwarded by the oldest President of Indian National Congress, Mr. 
S.Nijalingappa. Unfortunately, Mr. Gorbachev remained unresponsive. 

A very important letter has been found out in 1991 in the archives of the US Princeton 
University, which confirmed the British report that Mahatma Gandhi knew that Subhas Chandra 
Bose was in Russia in 1946. This letter was written by Khurshed Behn, a very trusted disciple 
of Mahatma Gandhi, to the US journalist Louis Fischer, who worked as go-between Gandhi 
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and the US President. This letter was written on 22nd July, 1946. In it was written by Khurshed 
Behn, inter alia : 

At heart the Indian Army is sympathetic with the Indian National 
Army (of Subhas Bose), if Bose comes with the help of Russia, neither 
Gandhiji, nor the Congress will be able to reason with the country ” 

Dear President Yeltsin ! We hope that you know how the Indian people hold Subhas 
Chandra Bose in their highest esteem as the greatest revolutionary of their national liberation. 
It was the saga of heroic exploits of the War of Indian Independence waged by Bose against 
the British Power that created such a tremendous anti* British upsurge in India after the Great 
War that it ultimately compelled the Britishers to withdraw from their Indian Empire. Mahatma 
Gandhi is hailed in India as the ‘Father of the Nation’ and in the same way Subhas Chandra 
Bose is acclaimed as ‘The Netaji', — the supreme liberator of the Indian people. 

It is not yet known what really happened to Subhas Chandra Bose in Stalin’s Russia. 
Many Indian Communist and Nationalist Revolutionaries were killed by Stalin. How Stalin 
treated Subhas Chandra Bose, the whole episode remained unrevealed. 

Dear Mr. Yeltsin ! You have earned international admiration as the Liberator of the 
Russia people and a new harbinger of the message of peace, freedom and democracy for the 
humanity of our age. We beseech you to let the Indian people know what really happened to 
their beloved leader, their National Liberator, Subhas Chandra Bose, who sought asylum in 
Stalin’s Russia after fall of Japan. Your Govt, is now disclosing all secret KGB files, Stalin’s 
confidential archives and other hitherto unknown secret reports of Stalin’s days. You have 
gracefully rehabilitated many eminent Russians and have given promise to the US people to 
find out if any US soldiers are left anywhere in the Russian territory. 

India and Russia are two great friendly countries. The people of these two countries had 
neveT any conflict between them. If you reveal all facts about Subhas Chandra Bose, the 
greatest hero of Indian liberation, who sought asylum in Stalin’s Russia, you will win the hearts 
of the millions of the people of our country. Hie Indian people are pinning for years to know 
what ultimately happened to their beloved leader, Subhas Chandra Bose, the Promethean 
Hero of their nation, after he took political asylum in Stalin’s Russia. 

We beseech you again President Yeltsin to let the Indian people know all facts about 
Subhas Chandra Bose after he sought political asylum in Stalin’s Soviet Russia ! 

May God bless you, bless the Russian people ! May God be in your heart to impel you 
to reveal all truths about ihe most beloved leader of the Indian people, Subhas Chandra Bose, 
since he reached Russia after fall of Japan. 

With warmest greetings and regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
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Ministry 

(Asia 


of External Affairs 
Pacific Division) 


leyyjps/cv) 

’ll 


Subject 


Controversy regarding the ashes qf Netaji 
Chandra Dose. 


Subhash 


Prof . 


JS(AP) may kindly see with reference to FR, a 


Guha ,*CM . P . to MOS(RLB) and FS ’ v, minutes 


letter from 
on the FR. 


2. Prof. Guha and Shri Dinesh Goswsimi , Members of 
Parliament had written to the then Prime Minister, Shri 
Chandrasekhar, seeking a high-level enquiry into the issue of 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


3. Vide PMO’s endorsement No. 870/1 l/P/10/91 dated 24.4.1991 
(Flag ’A’), Director (PMO) had informed the MEA, that "no 
further action is reqauired by Ministry of External Affairs in 
view of the recent CCPA dicision that no useful purpose would 
be served by yet another enquiry". Therefore, no enquiry was 
instituted by the Ministry of External Affairs. 


4. Thereafter, the then Minister of State for External 
Affairs, Shri Digvijay Singh had acknowledged Prof. Samar 
Cuba’s letter to the then Deputy Prime Minister Shri Devi Lai 
on the issue (Flag ’B’) on March 26, 1991, indicating that 

“Ministry has already initiated follow-up action in this 
regard. We are awaiting results to our enquiry". This 

comunication has been interpreted by Prof . Samar Guha as 
indication that a high-level enquiry was instituted by the 
Chandrashekhar Government. Subsequent to this letter of 
then Minister of State for External Affairs, which has 
reproduced in Prof. Guha’s pamphlet titled "Country must 
what happened to Netaji" on page 7, Prof. Samar Guha 
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know 
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sought to know from the Ministry of External Affairs regarding 


the 

results of the 

"enquiry" 

4. 
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Dinesh Singh, EAM, 

25, 

1993 
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( Dr. Madhup Mohta ) 
Deputy Secretary (A.F.) 
16.6 . 1994 
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PRAMOD MAHAJAN,M.P. 

_ CHAIRMAN 

Dt \RTMENT - RELATED PARLIAMENTARY 
A STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSPORT AND TOURISM 


~^Ti 



PARLIAMENT HOUSE ANNEXE, 
NEW DELHI 


“2 


une 23 , 1994 


Dear Shri Bhatiajir 


I am forwarding herewith a copy of 
letter addressed to you from Shri Samar Guha/ 
former Member of Parliament regarding "Ashes 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose". 



I shall be grateful if you kindly give 
due consideration to finally resolve the issue 
about disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose. 


With kind regards 
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New Delhi, the 30th June, 1994. 
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Subject:- Review of Internal Security. 


Cabinet Secretary will take a meeting at 4 . 00 P ,M. on 
Monday . the 4th July . 1994 . in the Committee Room of the Cabinet 
Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi. 

2. The following subject will be discussed in the meeting:- 

i) Controversy about Netaji's death and allegations that 
he was an MI-6 agent. 

(Doc. No. CD (TS) -102/94 - attached ) . 

3. Kindly make it convenient to attend the meeting. 


To 



(Shiela Sangwan) 
Director . 


Shri 
Shri 
Shri 
Shri 
, yghri 
' Shri 
Shri 


A.N. Varma, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister. 
A.S. Syali, Secretary (R) , Cabinet Secretariat. 

K.N. Daruwalla, Chairman, J.I.C., Cabinet Secretariat. 
K.A. Nambiar, Defence Secretary. 

K. Srinivasan, Foreign Secretary. 

K. Padmanabhaiah, Home Secretary. 

V.G. Vaidya, Director, Intelligence Bureau. 
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No. 50/4/1/94-TS 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR) 
CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA) 
RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN 


New Delhi, the 8th July, 1994. 


Subject:- Review of Internal Security. 


Cabinet Secretary will take a meeting at 4 . 00 P . M . or. 
Monday , the 11th July , 1994 , in the Committee Room of the Cabinet 
Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi. 

2. The following subjects will be discussed in the meeting:- 

i) Controversy about Netaji's death and allegations that 
he was an MI-6 agent. 

(Doc. No. CD (TS ) -102/94 already circulated vide this 
Secretariat O.M. of even number dated 30.6.1994) . 

ii) Offer of Services of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) in respect of Jammu and Kashmir. 
(Background note already circulated by Ministry of Home 
Affairs ) . 

3. Kindly make it convenient to attend the meeting. 


(She 

Director . 

To 



Shri 
Shri 
Shjri 
Shri 
* .-shri 
Shri 
Shri 


A.N. Varma, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister. 
A . S . Syali, Secretary (R) , Cabinet Secretariat. 

K.N. Daruwalla, Chairman, J.I.C., Cabinet Secretariat. 
K.A. Nambiar, Defence Secretary. 

K. Srinivasan, Foreign Secretary. 

K. Padmanabhaiah , Home Secretary. 

V.G. Vaidya, Director, Intelligence Bureau. 


Internal circulation: 

CS/AS/JS (M) /Dir (SSN) 

'M' Pad 


*C . P . R* 

14 copies. 
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>n 



Ministry of External Affairs 
Office of Joint Secretary < AP ) 


As 

MOS < RLB ) . 
this lono 


desired by FS, matter was discussed by me with 
MOS < RLB) directed that we should put an end to 
standing correspondence, since no new 


conclusive evidence has emerged. MOS (RLB) suggest ■■■! 


bat 


the onus should be put on Shri Samar Guha to produce such 
evidence. failing which there was little extra that we 
could do. 

Accordingly, a draft letter is placed below from 
MOS (RLB) , addressed to Shri Pramod Mahajan and copy to 
Shri Samar Guha. 

FS/MOS(RLB) may kindly see. 



( R.S. Kalha ) 
Joint Secretary <AP) 
13 / 7/94 


! FS 


MOS (RLB) 




1 °. 
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SAHJKAR SAN YAL 


REGISTERED 




Rogd* Letter. 


Snrl Shankar Bao Bhaskar R&o Chavan, 
Home Minister, Oort, of India, 

N orth Block. K8W DELHI - 110001 . 



Phone : 22-136 
STD Code : 03561 
TEMPLE STREET 

JALPAIGURI : 735101 

INDIA 


Dear Shrl ChaTan, 


'/ A-f/ 


JULY 13, 1994. 

fr&io le&rn Lfy 


Ufa 


A veteran freedom fighter at the fag-end of his life, almost 
bed-ridden caused due to Paralysis in the lower limbs besides ether ail- 
ments Including a victim of TB and the recent twice heart attacks who 
lived dangerously In the cause of National Struggle Against die hard 
British Imperialism herein India and aboard Is very much willing to send 
the copies of ■ y his letters dated, Jalpaiguri, the 3rd MAY and the 25th 
MAY, 1994 respectively which have had the obvious cause to write te say 
to Shrl P.V. Narasimha Bao, Prime Minister, India and Shri ftaghunandan 
Lai Bhatia, External Affairs Minister of States, India for the very kind 
perusal ef yours; and it pertaining to ‘'Let the History Judge** and the 
“Minister* s fear over Netaji' s ashes'* the reply at Parliament (RAJYA SA- 
BHA) on MAY 10, 1994 in the context of said letter re: “Let the History 
Judge 1 * addressed to the present Prime Minister, India Shri P.V. Narasimha 
Rao regarding his studied silence over the issues of (1 ) " ffrlning ef t he 
Fake Ashes from Japa n to India of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bos e and (24 the 
♦ Awarding of BhartRatna to Netaji Sub has Chandra Bose** without having 
pronouncing the date, the time and the place of his demise, till date* 


94 


Alongside these copies of letters (a) JUNE 13 and JUN3 23, 
respectively written to Shri P.M. Sayeed, Minister of State for Heme 
Affairs, India and to Shriraati Mamata Banerjee, M.P(LSj in the above said 
context and relating to the Resentments of the Freedom Flghtors are being 
sent obviously for the same purpose arid in reference to two of the lette- 
rs*" dated: respectively, MAY 30, 1992 and DSCBMBAH 09, 1985 that 

were written to you and the Reply of which have never been received. And 
all the photocopies stated in the said letters are being enclosed here 
with obviously and as mentioned in the above said letter dated: MAY 03, 
1994 and MAY 25, 1994 and enclosed for kind perusal and the Reply theretc 


In those days when we the freedom fighters' were living danger 
rously and were invloved in “Life & Death** questions we kept ready at au 
our hands both Potassium Cyanide and Loded Fire Arms and were ready to 
face all or any eventualities. But, now what a tragi dy that have engalf- 
ed us and the very rampant corruptions and the code of conducts of the 
political executives in the Council of Ministers keeping dead-silence ov« 
er the oft-repeated demand and claims we the veteran freedom fighters axi 
are spelling out to have the answer proper in the Replies to our letters* 


With kind regards, 


Enel. 4S stated A copies of 


You rs sincerely, 

f: 


/ 3 . 07.^4, 

letter to snn Bara l&i Ham mos ror ha. 
cc to: snri ftajesh Pilot, 

MOS for Home Affairs (IS), 

Shrl Bhuv&nesh Chaturvedi, 

MOS, PM*S OFFICE, Shri Arjun Singh, Minister HRD, India 


MAY 03 f 1994. 



w Lot the ilstory Jud o." 

Dear Shri R&o, 

The freedom fighters in the cause of National Struggle 
against die hard British Imperialism here in India and abroad had 
had the reasons obvious to writ© to say to the Prime Ministers of 
India since the days of late Shri Jwaharlal Nehru on such issues 
r s the "things, persons and happenings” that concern the Country 
and the Peoples. And, since the days of Into Ghrimati Indira Gandhi 
Prime Minister, India who she did took up the cause of Pension to 
Freedom Fighters and iiad promulgated it w.e.f AUGUST 15, 1972 right 
after the BANGALADASII Liberation and which whan v/us to be prnounced 
by the late Shri Lai Bhadur Shastri erstwhile Prime Minister, India 
is a point to tills I have had the cans® obvious to spell out to you 
and all other concerned in the context of all or any of ny corres- 
pondences to you since your taking top the Office of the Prime Mini- 
stership of India after the most tragic "death” of late Shri Rajib 
Gandhi , youngest and the 'reluctant" Prime Ini star of India thus 
spa. .cord. 


Tli© "resentment" of the Freedom Fighters are very much pro- 
nounced regarding the said "things, persons and happenings" of Na~_ 
taji Subhas Chandra Bose, And, besides other relevant episodes the 
Books In Search Of Freedom, written by late Shri Jogesh Chat ter jo 
ex-*UP is a pointer. And th© very remark of la to mahatma Gandhi ap 
ropos of the socalled Demise of Retajl Subhas Chandra Bose at The. 
kuho Air Field in Taipai in the 18/19 AUGUST 1945 - which had ne^ 
occured - has had to be given its due weight, not to speak of the 
"Words" spelt out by late Shri Badhbinodo Paul, the Jury in the In- 
ternational Court for the Trial of far criminals In Japan* and all 


other relevant Books in tills respect Including the "INDIA WAIT" by 
Mlrdel 



GnJt-u- * / 


to ^ 


Cant a. , . .2nd OCTOBER, 1982 and tlx? TELEGRAM 

2nd OCTOBER, 1982 and th© TELEGRAM theretofore to late Shriraati Indira 
Gandhi, Priraa Minister, India regarding the said "DaATH" and the rele- 
vant affairs of Hetaji Subha s Chandra Bose in the context of "FAKE ASH- 
ES" kept at Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, JAPAN and th© "remark" of Shri 
Joyti Basu, Chief Minister, West Bengal vis-a-vis the oft- repeated att- 
empts of "interested few" in brining the said "fake ashes" from JAPAN 
and wliich is again being done as reported in th© Press by the Governm- 
ent of India, you are requested denovo fervently NOT TO JU SUCH Xiilaiii* 
as til© bringing of the said fake ashes of Hotaji Subhas in INDIAN SOIL. 
When such beseeching demand^ ms made to late Shri Rajib Gandhi, Prime 
Minister, India on several occasion and when the vary such attempts 
were not entertained by tho GDI in the past. 

Late- Shri Y.V* Chavan , Dome Minister, India was persuaded and 
the Secened Enquire Commission under Shri Khosla was sot up to find the 
real reality regarding Retail Subhas Chandra Bos© and which Shri Morarj: 
Desai former Prim© Minister, India rejected it and on the flour of the 
Parliament he pronounced that tho 'Khosla Commission" could not esta- 
blished the fact that Ketajl Subhas was Dead & Gone at the Air Field of 
Thakuho in Taipei in the year of AUGUST 1945. 

And when "all tfefcs on a sudden" so to say the Government of In- 
dia is now bent upon to bring the FAKE ASiSSS of lietaji Sub has from To- 
kyo Japan - where late Shri J waharlal Nehru, Prim© Minister, India had 
visited mid signed the visitor* s book followed by las daughter la to Shr ■ 
iraati Indira Gandhi, Prim© MiiAster, India tlion it wore a nafferious 
act and we the freedom fighters iL.J" it and as I have pointed out 

above, beseeching demand was put before tho said Prim© Minister late 
Shriraaii Indira Gandhi not to indulged in such act of nefferious attem- 
pts of bringing th© said FAKE ASHES from Rsnkoji Temple in Tokyo JAPAN 
We took it for a final settlement, but than the "inyerestad few" who axi 
are unto anything to belittle the ’DOM FIGHTER of all the time to 
come: lietaji Subhas wore and are yet to bo watched-out. Because, not or < 



Contn 


Contn .Because , not only this 

Because , not only this, but all sorts of such attempts wore in the offing 
a ® the copy of ay letter dated, the 19th Kovemoer, 1S36 X had iiad the xautse 
cause to write to say to Ghri H.Y. Garadai>rosud, Press Secretary to the 
erstwhile Prime Minister, India, late Shrl Ha Jib Gandhi, and the reply of 
it is with mo as the final verily of the said Prime Minister would show 
all about it. 

But, all these and » Heaven Too’ did not dissociate the said inter- 
ested few inside and out of the GOI, but have nronted them with a new de- 
vice to act upon the misdeed they are following to belittle the freedom 
fighters in particular of 1 BENGALI ORIGINS' - their dedication and sacri- 
fices notwithstanding for tlie cause of National Struggle against die tiard 
British Imperialism. And, as such, the resultant awarding of Bhart Hatna 
posthumously to Hetaji Gubhas Chandra Bose without having pronouncing the 
date, the time and the jilace of his demise was resented with all the force 
and the weight of ours could be of any use at this fag end of life - after 
the massive heart attack® and all other ailment® including the paralysis 
in the lower limbs and the very victim of T3 slice the prison's life and 
abscendences and when best of our fellow freedom fighters are dead & gone. 
But, even then, I would demand of you *• the present Prime Minister, India 
to disassociate yourself and the GOI from doing further more neffenoua 
act of belittling the Freedom Fighters - Netaji Subhas and all other wort- 
hy of mm such name. And, in the end, but not in the least I do implore 
upon your sense of truth consciousness to have a look into the News Item • 
UNI - apropos a Book viz "Unsolved Murder and Mi s trie b, date line, Bombay 
13 APRIL (1994) and ray Telegram dated , the 3rd AUGUST, 1976 (to PM India) 
in connexion with OCCULT CAUBiS OF BAPLU3I0N of the British Merchant wavy 

at Bombay Port in the year 1944 aPHIL 14 and my "involovement" I had had 

rrw 

the cause to spell out as much as it could beand because of the socred « 
we took to keep our involvement a secret till our demise. And about the 

12 points programs© of the "AICC" - pronounced by lato Shri Joyprakash No 

rayan and oths including a good sections of the then "CoomunistA Advance 

Contn*. . ...4/ 


( 4 ) 


Contd "Communist & Advanced Anusilan 

& Advanced Anusilan: Revolusionar Socialist, the IRA and few other indidu- 
als, - not to be apprehended by the then "Police” of the British Rule and 
Allied Army etc. etc. And do all the major "SABO TAGS" in the War preparati- 
on of the British here in India and elsewhere. And since 1945 it was done 
successfully and the "Fund Raising" from Tea ESTATES were also 'a* must in 
our involvement at that time of AUGUST ANDO LAN & i*UITE INDIA MOVEMENT OF 
1942. The real history of it would be revealed after my death in the mean- 
ing of the said "Secred Vow" taken at that time and was told and retold to 
then Prime Minister of India on AUGUST 05, 1976 which is in record and you 
may kindly check it up if you are so desireous. 

Thus in the context of all or any of correspondences and the very 
Court case at Calcutta High Court and, now at the Suprime Court at New Balk 
hi the case regarding the above stated awarding of Bharat Ratna to «e taji 

Subha s vis-a-vis the Affidavit© submitted by the Secretary to the Goverrua- 

\ 

ent of India , Ministry of Home Affairs, Shri N'.ii* Vora would kindly be re- 
called my telegram and the letter that followed in this con exion and the 
very fine see of yours when it is said that you?' ,nd your two col lo ages Shri 
Mirraohan Singh (finance minister) and the very successor of freedom fight- 
er’ sson of late Kaiaada Kinkar Uukherjee , - Shri Pr&nab Mukher jee , Commerce 
Minister, India have sold our Country under the very impact of Dunkol-GAIT 
Treaty and to the BIG BUSINESS comprising the Bureaucrat© and kultination- 
al top Executives say for instance - Nufield-Blrla nexus, and, now Du Pont 
-Dhe rubhai Amb&ni , when the USSR is said be dead and gone from the field 
of Trade, Economy and Social. 

Your studied silence in the context of Telegram dated, the 14th Ja 
NUARY, 1994 last which reads: "Reply absent conspicuously regarding half 
rent free telephone to freedom fighters besides other genuine grievances^ 
may be the fate of this one , but, then you kindly take note of the "RE3EN-J 
TMlSNTs" of a veteran freedom fighter - who is spelling out it because for 

the RECORDS to be kept at the PM* s Office, South Block, New Delhi and to 
other concerned as in tonas of the abc e -noted words: "Let the History 


(5) 


f 7*y 

Contd... .“Let the History Judge..*..* 


Let the History Judge*' - when the verdict of the duprimo Court will be 
looked with interest and, in the Meantime , with kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd/- 

d. SAKYAL . 

Shri P.V. I&raeioha Il&o, 

Prime Minister, India, 

south Block. i«r asua -mw. 


As stated in the letter dated: JULY 13 
1994 this copy is being sent te Shri S.3. C ha van, Hone Minister, India, 
North Block, New Delhi-110001 as enclosure. 

Ji . Sc^x^eAm 1 

S. SAKYAL. 13. 07. 1994 . 


MAY 25, 1994 


n 


Shri Raghunandan Lai Bhatia, 
Mill! stare of* State, India for 
External Affairs, 

NEW DELHI - 110001. 


Subs 11 Let the History Judge" apropos of letter 
dated, the 3rd LAY, 1994 addressed to Shri 
P «V« Narosimha Rao. Prime Minister. India. 


Ref 


,1 


Your Reply in Ra.lya. Sabhn on 10th MAY 1994 
regarding the bringing of FAKE ASHES OF NSTAJI 
SU3IIAS from Renkojl Temple at Tokyo in JAP At . 


Sear Shri Bbatia, 

* ‘ ‘ 1 

In reference with above I enclosed herewith for your kind 
perusal the copy of above stated letter dated, the 3rd LAY, 1994 a 
veteran freedom fighter I have had the cause obvious to write to say 
to Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, Prime Minister, India apropos of not only 
bringing to India the FAKE ASHES, but, the RESENTMENTS of ours regard- 
ing the "Awarding of Eharat Ratna" to Ketaji Subhas Chandra 3ose - 
2 without having pronounced the Date, the Time and the Place of Netaji ' s 
Demise" Posthumously, 

And alongside this I an enclosing also the photocopies of 
letter dated, NOVEMBER 26, 1986 no.PmP-1 343 of Shri H,Y. Saradaprosad , 
Information Advisor, Prime Minister, India, late Shri Rajib Gandhi and 
the last letter dated: DECEMBER 03, 1990 of erstwhile Prime Minister, 
India mentioned in the letter dated, the 3rd LAY, 1994 I have the cause 
to spell out to Shri P*V. Narasimha iiao , the present Prime Minister, 
India for ysiar kind perusal of yours in relation to your above referred 
Statement in the Rajya S&bha on MAY 10, 1994 regarding the bringing to 
Indian Soil the fake ashes of Netaji Subhas from Tokyo, Japan. Also, 
for the same purpose your kind perusal to other copies (1 j from the 
Minister of State for External Affairs (K) no.1 294/..Q3(K)/83 dated: 13 
OCT 1988 (2) letter No, 4/31 /88-FF (P ) dated: 16 MAY, 1988 from Ministry 
of Home Affairs alongwlth the copy of Telegram dated, Jalpaiguri, the 11 
MAY, 1990 addressed to Prime Minister: V,P. Singh and External Affairs 
Minister: I.K, Guzral and (3 J the News Item date line, Bombay 13 APRIL- 
UNI regarding the Book: "Unsolved Murder and Histries" apropos of the 
"OCCULT CAUSE OF EXPLOSION 0? BRITISH MERCHANT NBVY AT BOMBAY PORT" in 
the year 1944 APRIL 14 and my wmtn "involvement" which will be revealed 
after my DEATH stated in the above said letter to Shri P.V. Narasimha 
Rao, Prime Minister, India and was told mgtxxaftaiant to late Shrimati 
Indira Gandhi Prime Minister, India in the TELEGRAM dated, Jalpalguri, 
the 3rd AUGUST, 1976 followed by letters and have the cause to mention 
to the present Prime Minister, 

A reply from you will be appreciated and, in the meantime, 
with all the good wishes, 


Enel. As stated* 


Yours sincerely, 
Sd/— 

, s t WW m 


As stated in the letter dated: JULY 13, 1994 this 
copy i« being sent to Shri S.B. Chavan, Home Minister, India, North 
Block, New Delhi-110001. 

1 3 . 07 . 1994 . 


Minister’s fears over ‘Netaji’s ashes’ 


£ NEW DELHI, May 11. — The Government of India is of the view 
t .that bringing the ashes, reported to be of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Boae, back to India from Japan, in the absence of a consensus on 
the issue might prove divisive and create tensions, Mr R L Bhatia, 
Minister of State for External Affairs, told the Rajya Sabha today, 
reports PH. The issue of Netaji’s death is charged with emotion 
and opinions remain divided, Mr Bhatia told Mr \ iren J. Shah in a 
written reply. 


THE STATESMAN, THURSDAY MAY 12. 1994 
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This photocopy of Hews Items in 

English and in Bengali apropos of “Bringing Fake Ashes from Japan to 


India in reference to letters to Shri P*V. Warasimha Rao f Prime Minister 
India and to Shri R»L« Bhatia, Minister of States, India for External 


Affairs 1 dated, Jalpaiguri, the 13th July, 1994 is being sent to Shri S, 
B. Chavan, Home Minister, India as Enclosure to letter dated, Jalpaiguri 


JULY 13, 1 994# 



Hr. P.M. Sayosd , 

Minister of State (States ) India, 

Ministry of Hone Affairs, 

ILL? DJ LHI -110001 . JUNE 13, 1994. 


regt "Lot the History Jud^e. " 


Dear Ur, S&yeed, 

I an enclosing herewith for your kind perusal the copies of my 
letters dated, the 3rd MAY, 1994 and the 25th MAY, 1994 I have had the 
cause obvious to write to say to Shri F.V. ilarasimha duo, Prime Minister, 
India and to Shri R.L# Bhatia, Minister of State for External Affairs, 
India respectively with its enclosures, 

fills has had its reference to "Minister* s fear over Netaji’s 
a shoo" pronounced by above said Oinistor of State for External Affairs, 
India on the floor of the Parliament (RS) on MAY 1C, 1994 which when was 
to be taken into its proper accouit over my above said letter to Shri P. 
V* Karasimha Rao, Prime Minister, India in the context of the oft-repeat- 
ed attempts of the "interested few" in bringing the "Fake Ashes of Netaji 
Subhas" kept at Renkojl Temple at Tokyo in Japan; oad the very awarding 
of Bhart Ratna posthumously to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose without having 
pronouxicing the date, the time and the place of Ills Demise , till date. 

And the RESENTMENT of the Freedom Fighters spell out in the Oorrespondan- 
cos - letter and telegram long before the CASKS at Calcutta High Court 
and now at the Suprine Court at hew Delhi, wherein the Affidavit® sub- 
mitted by the retired Secretary to the Gove moment of India, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Shri K,N, Vora and the hearing of which will be on JULY 26. 

Tills apart, the clip ing of a news paper (in Bengali; date line, 
Bombay, APRIL 13 (1994) regarding a Book* "Unsolved Murder and Mlstries" 
pertaining to the OCCULT C USS OF EXPLOSION OF BRITISH MERCHANT HEVY" at 
Hftiar Pear on APRIL 14, 1994 aid ray involvment thereto which would be 
revealed after my Demise in accedence with the S3CRSB VOW taken and in 
rolation to the 12 points programme apropos of mnranimatixtofcaiittn 
AUGUST ANDO LAN - the *ulte India Moverae.it of 1S42, the all out SABOTAGE 
towards the War preparation of Allied Army is a point in the case of our 
involvaent. And, this has Ivad its reference with your printed letter 
dated the JUlf^ 21 , 1993 in the context of the "Golden Jubilee Celebra- 
tion of the \uite India Movement* stated above and tlie very letter of 
invition we are favoured with at the behest of Shri Sbashi Bhushan ox-*P 
Member National Committee where the "Speakers" arot Shri S.B, Chav an , 
Union Home Minister, Shri Arjun Singh, Union Minister for HHD, Shri Chan 
dra Shekhar, M«F (Former Prime Minister) and Sot, Sheela ioaul, Union Mi- 
nister for Urban Dev, , and where Shri P,V, fiarasina iiuo, J rloo Minister, 
India *has kindly consented to preside* but, alas none from the BENGAL’S 
veterans like Shri Trldib Chaudhury, M,P(RS), Shri Sushll Dhara, ex-M.P 
while the Chief Minister, West Bengal, Shri Joyti 3asu was included in 
the said National Committee for Golden Jubilee Celebration - a Communist 
who along with other Called all or any "HAD NAMSS" regarding h.I.M of '4 

Nevertheless a line or two from your e id will be appreciated 
and in the meantime , with kind regards. 


Yours sin co rely, 


SN CLOSURE . 

r/l. 

Ab stated in the letter dated: 
Wtlxx is being sent to Shri 3,3, Chavan, Home 
Block, New DElhi - 110001. 


Sd/- 

JULY 13, 1994 this copy 
Minister, India, North 

$> ■ 


\ 



Shri Kara Lai aahi, 

deputy Minister Homo Affaire, 

Government of India, JUHS 20, 1994. 

North Hock, 

m Mua - iimu 


boar .shri Kahi, 


Your direction to all tho Chief Minis to re of th® ©tutus 
and Onion Xoritoris« regarding tho inclusion of the S r®edoia Fighters 
in all the Iiaportont uoumitteoc co. earning tJie foliar© aro very 
much 'interesting* because, all other States and Union Teritoriss, 
oxcopt the State's of West Bengal, Pension to Freedom Filters had 
been granted over and above the Political Family Pension ti*> Froodoia 
Filters’ are boon provided with. And, it a y kindly be no to 1 that 
except the AXH no other Important Haws Papers either in jiet^ali or 
in English herein West Bengal your said "diractio n" were pronounced 
and printed for the freedom fighters to be aware with* 

^nd, as such, I am enclosing herewith for your kind perusal 
the copies of my letters dated, the 3 rd a id the 25th: Lay, 1994 res- 
pectively addressed to ihri P.V* Baraoimha .«ao, Prii.*e Minister, India, 
and Shri B.L. Bhatia, minister of State for dxturual Affairs with 
its enclosures. 411 these are in respect of (si brining about in 
India from Japan the "FAL-s ASluys* kept at hanks ji leap Is in Tokyo 
said to bo of Hetoji ©ubhas ohandrtv Bose - who had never died at 
TAIKOHU AlH FlaLoj in XAlPil in the years of 1945 AUGUbX 13/19* And^Ae) 
apropos^the very w <» . . h... 2* of th© HSaidcJ FI. ..Jl.iia tho "Awarding 

of -iiiart iiatraH to He taji Bubkas posthumously without having pronounced 
tho time, tlie place and the date of l.ot&ji' g Been o<s by tho Govern- 
ment of India, till data, whan, of course, the ©aid hi -..later of State 
for 2xtan*al Affairs , Shri H.L* .;hatia, pronounced on tl» floor of 
Parliament (RAJYA SA3BA) on MAY IQ, 1994 "The Government of India is 
of the view that bringing tho as!*© 3 reported to bo of hetaji subhas 
Chandra Bose, back to India from Japan, in tho abac co of consensus 
on the issue might n divisive create tensions." and as reported St5 
by th® Pros Trust of India, WS BELHI, MAY 11 - the Statesman MAY 12. 

XI*3 fro dots fighter's worthy of name are tseuitg your said 
"direction" arid "obse rotation” previously with itorestj ai*d would 
appreciate your roply to this latter witt) its onclooui-os - vexy much) 
and, in tiio moan time , with ail the good wislios. 



i jr^j t*J#w to £ kn>f) 

.JiLrunV-. 




Yours sincerely, 

Sd/— 


S« SANYAL* 


cc to: Shri 3*B« Chuvan , 

Homo Minister, India, Enclosure to letter dated: JULY 13, 1994. 

jjgir tteUArM. 9m.» 

£,&. uud> , 

So SAKYAL* 13* 07. 94. 


shj^fii ujiaftd and 


* « • • 


Mhrimati Maine, ta Ba.;®rjae, M.P., 
30 B, liarish Ch&tterjoo Street, 
OALCag^A-* 700 0.26 , 


JURE 23, 1994 


Boar Shriaati Barer jea , 

In sending herewith for your kind perusal copies of 
ray letters of HAY 3, 1994 with its enclosure ti i photocopy of lett- 
er of Bhri K„Y, S&mdaprosad, Information Advisor, no.PaP 13148 dt, 
Hoveisber 26, 1936 of isdmtxii erstwhile Frimo Minister, India late 
Shri Rajib Gandhi in reation to 7T RaJ So Swraj M of TV Film apropos 
of * T etaji Subhag rnd (ii) last and final letter dated: DSCBUBSR 08, 

1990 of late Shri Rajib Gandhi, I have had tbs cause obvious to a//*\ 
write to way to Shri P«V« Karasimha Rao, Prime minister, India, and* 1 **, 
MAY 25, 1994 with its enclosure "Minister’s fear over hetaji's ashes'* 
a photoclippings of FTI date lines, h&fl BELLI, May 11 am English in 
the Statesman, Thursday MAY 12, 1994 alongwlth tho Bartamon's in nen- 
gali, I wrote- to Shri R*L« hhatra, Minister of «»t&te for External 
Affirs, India regarding liis "Reply in Rajya Sabha on loth may, 1994 
- the bringing of FAK3 ASHES OF liSTAJI SUBHAS" from herkoji Temple 
at Tokyo in Japan" on the subject mafers "Lot the History Judge". 

Also the copies of let ers dated s JURE 13 and JUkiS 20, 

1994 written to Mr. P.M# Soyood, Minister of State for Home Affairs 
arid Shri R act Lai Raid, Deputy Minister liono Af airs, India, .«ow Delhi 
alongwith the two phctocopis received from Under Secretary to the Govt, 
of India* Shri H#S. GARA no.4/3l/33-FF(P ) dated : 1 6KAY 193Q and the 
other no.1 694/M0S(K)/38 dated si 3 OCT* 1988 from iniator of State for 
External Affairs, GDI Sew Delhi Prof.K.K, Tewari; and a photocony 
of hew Item date line, Bombay 13 APRIL (U.II.I.) appeared in jartaman 
14 APRIL, 1994 regarding a Book: "Unsloved Murder a*d ^.-LStries ,, men- 
tioned in above stated letters and pertaining to “our involvements 
in the cause of OCCULT BAPL0SI0K of British Merchant Levy at Bombay 
Port in the night of APRIL 14, 1944 fifty years Lack and a prelude to 
the Naval Huttings of 1S#o and the "CAUSE OF WHICH WOULD Be KEVaaL*jJ 
AFTER MX DEMISE AS PER TI*E BMCRED VO# TAKE! THERETO" and was made 
known at tho time of Maergoncy by a TELEGRAM dated, Jalpaiguri , the 
3rd AUGUST, 1976 foliocd by letter 1ms the bast reasons to send to 
you obviously in the context of ray above said letter of MAY 3, 1994 
I write to say to Shri P.V. Haraaiiaha Rao, Prime Minister, India re: 
tho Freedom Fighter’s RESiSi. TREAT regarding "Awarding of Bharat Ratim 
posthumously to llataji Stfbhas Chandra Bosa without having pronouncing 
tho data, the time arid the place of Uotaji* s Bond so, till i&te. And, 
as such, copy of wy lot or of JUHS J 1 , 1994 addros ed to Bhri Pabitra 
Ghose, Clocmnist, the Bartaman aloifsrid© a xxoeo* s photocopy of mine 
my kindly be looked into - & veteran froodon fighter who would soon 
roach BO years and oneed lived d ^erously, iow jxaralysed and with 

two massive heart attacks would too glad and appreciate your takangup 


Contd*. • 


2 / 


7 



STo 03561 . 

xxx 221 36 


Contn. your takingup 


JLiii 23, 1994 


the obvious cause of the rosent-aon - the vetoro freedom fighter 
at the fag end of his life’s span ia_j 3 peliing out and who surely 
be again corning to see, to find ai.T^to be y idled before the success 
as his poem said - and vovied it in the parliament (LS) - a real 
Bengal Ifcae , wherein the fro doci fighter for 411 tine time to come 
is being belittled and the State of Jest Bengal is in the Dad ne«d 
of Bengali heritage and culture of Hevolutioaar audacity to expose 
the hlpocracy and the rampant corruption by your couraglous convic- 
tion of truth consciousness. 

It is needless to ad 1 that your takingup the issue of 
Pension to freedom fig tors with ohri J«3» C ha van which when would 
been cornplied with by late .,hri -iajib Gandhi • 

nnd. in conclusion you^re^uoatod ferve .tly to go through 
the feature: “Between the Linos** the Coluiatiist sihri Luluip Aay&r 
has written in the Statescmn, iednessclay J uue 22, 1994 and try to 
be the real political element repress ting the people’s aspiration 
and expectation they are being denied by the tofgfc and shrewd Politi- 
cians a Joyti Jabu here in West Bengal a id laid Shri P • V • liar .siiufr* 
Kao there at the Co tral Government weilling the . p&ratuc but have 
the little or no relation with the real reality of the extreme poor 
people and their needs and aspiration th© said feature iiavo wolstatei. 

With all the boot wishes from a veteran f rot; don fightdr 
locking forward with interest a revolutionary spirit os your siaxistx* 
stature is showing the futre proud so, but, then, ha wore of CAJQLI, 


Yours sincere iy, 


Sd/ p*w 

Q 4 u> 3 *i X 


XL. 


fuel* As stated and 

on® photo clip -in 
regarding MSTAJl’S ABJidS 
and I&SULX to hSXAJX - 


uAY 20, 1 S94 and J0«£ 10, 1994 
» . t respectively a - roaed in th© State sea* & in th© Bartauaan. 

M ^ POM* iiAno 

cc tot Shri S.B. Cham?-, 

Home Minister, India, 

NSW BBLHX -110001, . . &• . 

^994^ t0r 


p, S’oxud • 

S. SANYAL. 1 3m 07. 19 94. 


( 


RAJIV GANDHI 


10 Janpath, New Delhi- 110011 


December 08, 1990 


Dear Shri Sanyal, 

Thank you for your letter dated 
November 19, 1990 and for the enclosed 
copy of your letter addressed to the 
Prime Minister. 

With best wishes. 


Yo 



Shri Sankar Sanyal 
Temple Street 
Jalpaiguri - 735 101 


This photocopy Is being sent to 

Shri S.B. Ch&van, Home Minister, India as Enclosure to letter dated 
JALPAIGURI, JULY 13, 1994, 
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H Y SHAKADA PKA.SAD 
Inlnrnuuon APvix-r 


,v r ( W- (3 IV? 


3 *JH KV « f- !-V 

M ?i;cn 

!*KIME\Ii-.I 11 i;s( )| HCF 

Nrv. 1 )i i.i 1 1 i j <j oi l 


k vo:./ 
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Thank for' your letter of 1 9 
November 1986.. X- as he si taut .to reply, to. 
it because you might- characterise my reply 
also ae not respectful, enough towards you. - 
However,' I “nairtr^dPo 1 ' mjr^duty. I -would also 
add- that sine# freedom fighters' .pensions 
are looked iaf ter : by Ministry. of Home Affairs 
Affaire, the instructions to usata that arty 
' coma uni catiort received in that* regard should 
trtr promp tly- brought to the notice of the 
c Alinlstry. gf Hpma Affai rs . 


re r . 


crr.rti' 


..miiitiy oi 


-r.r . 


A*fc regards the TV serial «*RaJ Se Swaraj”, 
tlie Minister of Stijte for Information and 
Broadcast! rig , " Shrl : Ar|i t ¥an>, has'-ilrady i. 

-i^de^^tietemontrin - Eanianteht, e*pres§ia«dy 
mpiiffif wnik f ® * th^iecehsot w i^ c ^ ha Tf 

hurt the, feelings, of inrge number of pedpld 
2Sd further - ve 
^renihg bf^tWat. film. a large number ci } .-ople 
-ir\u i*jo : ru e ; \ tj sto : ^ t- oi z r y 

ocreeri:;^ oi' th.it ilia:. 


^ ' i juii i v j r o 3 n 
o «ipl o J treat 
Jaipaiguri - 73^ i 


' ' Y\ 

I 

] 


— v 


J » ^ * 


This photocopy is being sent to 

Shri S.B. G ha van , Home Minister, India, North Block, NEW DELHI 
110001 as Enclosure to letter dated, Jalpaiguri, JULY 13, 1994. 


IS, SxajwoX- 

S. SANYA! 


. SANYAL. 13. 07. 1994 . 




N'o.4 / Ji /U., - FT ( P; 

Crvprmic nt of India/B.ju rat marker 
Ministry of t'cne Af fai rs/Grih Hantralaya 


To 


'Shri iankar Ganj-al, 
L/3 -Moore Avenue, 
Govt. Housing Estate, 
Calcutta - 700 040. 


Lok Nayak Bhawan, 
New i>eUd-110 0 <j 3. 

Oa tea the | « ■ •>’ • - ^ 

I • 

) • M * v • 


Subject :» SwataVitrats Sainik Sa-nan Pension Scheme. 


I am directed to refer to ycur letters dated 1J.8.C7 & 
11.9.87 received through P.M.'s office on the subject -’entic ied above 
anil to say that tlie Tatter of enhancement of pension is under consideration , 
The matter of bring' ng as nos of Netaji from Tokyo concerns Ministry 
of External Affairs to whom these papers are K eing for.. a pied for 
neces; ary action. 


Yours faithfully, 
tA 


( B. ST CARA 

LNGES iSCEKXAKY TO T,£ GCVJj 


CF IN’JIA. 


This photocopy 1* being sont to Shri S.B. Che van. Home 


Minister, India, north Block, Nswipelhi - 110001 »» Enclosur. to letter 
dated, JALPAIGURI, the 13 JULY, 1994. 
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With the Compliments of 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (K) 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NEW DELHI 


P 

1 


U 
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Sub: 


r 

t 

I 

Application from Shri S. Suns a I , Temple Street 
J alpaiguri, regarding fake ashes of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose at Renkoji Temple. 


Minister of State for Home Affairs, 
N'ev. Delhi. 


This photocopy is being sent to Shri S.B. 
Chavan, Home Minister, India, North Block, 

NSW DELHI -1 10001 as ENCLOSURE to letter dated, 
J ALPAIGURI, the 13 th July, 1994, 

$ . 

S, YAL, 1g, Q7. 19q* . 
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San fcir Se/or*l» 







QO <J^<f '5TR;*t<Pl3[ ’?I3t e f 


fell croi^F© 
*ic5fe*l 'SFtTOr-fe a 3Ft?r c l 


croft, >« 4fesw CW 4* wHj s ww* 

CHl fef I CTOftC? (7fTO*a ?(I>fe*l if# 
^ few I W *W? ^TCWB C" 
ftrvwow *wi am «hi c#5 to 
rop®W OT 5*11 ^| CT TOtWJ ?T3? 
<7*fa* fecwtTO vrh ftafecn* $tot* 

#«fl cw CWTFB if? I #?7W &TP7? 

*vrow TO?tfe*fe ?®i 

croft roa* «$ ftrww«f wtfivi i 

«WH roc? VTC® W&fe 1 ! CrftM 
«^T 4*ft WROTH *8 vSJw b*S6 

7mwj (?ft *fcn >r*rc* *«fe* c?ot- 
COTfftTO? WW? CTO? TO TO «oo 
W5TOQ C?ft 1 W?^8 WPffeOT 

?w i fe? *tw? ^npi cwpnffl wi 
wfa^fcro toj fccro wrftowRc* 
to fro toti wc?fe»ii w* C*M1 

fetuftfl OokrC WOTI TO WS*1 *TC^C? l 
b*88 *flOT* >8 irfw fe* 
CTOftCTO #ITO 4* WTOT fe* I 
ft^FTtron wot* w*i? cwftwft 4?ftt 
?n <fii *ncn i pft ’wwft *=tow 
ftrvwcro tom w? to to ftftfe* 
3TC? TOlC WftOT* I WtWTCW fe*l >Wtrt?Sf 
ftOT<ro?^<wft^i wrjot wncte 
to few fr fw ^rcre nffia* cwww 

*F» •iwn TOfel 4 top w£5fe*i 
^i1?<s <TOOT*I 

AP! TO ^ftfe*l WRQWffi WRTWT? 

fcft WClffei! b*8* ’OTI I nc? 4ft 
wifeM ^Had? wjce ?itpi i viffe 
*TO| WT fr$TO or? $n?J? fTOOTI 
TO TO ftftfe-f WTG bbffi WTWJOT* 
TO C*W new ^OT C M CTO I iie« 
fro cw. ^c*to«, fec^T?w, croi 
ana >e*t swoti toii 
w fe#t? TOJfi TOfi^r i few? >nrc 
ferro? cwnwft ft* #c?fe*i c*w* 
wnpw otto *nin?n w? wttot *i «pn 
^ TO nrfe to i c* *tto to to 
ftftfwe wiM?*r^ ,f croft 
wc?feii ror? to cto$i 
«o ?nt wnfe e*fn? i 

CTOIW c^1 TO *TVTe*T ?? I fiwf *w 
♦f? WROT* C8W1 m 8^00 CW I 
TO 'OWif Wl TO HbJ> tJ 4 | TOTWT fW 

w*i, win ctoj, *in?n CTwim 
ot fe| i >w fet? one? 

3T?l feaq JIWTO1 (WH I ne? WR1 
cncn wROTi sm few 

CWOT ft Ctft 5PH 

Kfteww VT^TTO 

wrrw WJw' iiRs ijwft ow^fl fe^rcvi i 
to® 4 <mrca ?? itto csti 
vm* I fe^ft ?eWOT *TOW fecrow 
Imfe nw^ TOit5 tftewfl tpnc? ?t«n few 
^ ;b ft crow ?ft i to wp* ut? bo »n? 

i 

#TTtft3 TOWWTW15 iftfel? W 


ipffl %few WTTOW wwe® wwfe 
wesfeOT i few cw vwfera #R OTife 
-.#W i wT?rwft <?mn5 sew jjcw 
wciii b s jrfaw ^?rrw ctototi toi 
fe^rw ?c5i wi wot* ferrow uwt 
^W& ?r.50l wcw «T5 w;OT C>T<TOT 
TO}TO ?? i TO ¥C?J ?W« 

?(TOftw nfw. ?wa ^ife# l 
c#wi #e? ot wn ?c?few wm#« 
wsn* tow if!# i vcw cw 

to 6? ^ps ferro* Ofz* 

TO?i 

?ftmc4w nc? tojcw^ 

TOWN Wjfert! C^fWOT* 4W ip^ 

ftftfew csftcwO? fee? e*nro 
♦nfee? *tifee? i tot few 
?jmftr? to wy* cwfei few TO* 
rtto «tc? c^nrf ewe® 
(FT* TO! StTO CS^TCafe W?C® 

wtot i w? to wwew i a?R 
swnw fecw f 5 nrOT ?5= ffCW I 
few cn? ?wi W5T5 «TK3*S I «HW f 3R7* 
«r?wcw fafe 

tojw 0&5 sew ?wcwp i 
£4 fe| will if# wrt^TTTO 

■crr^R arww nfee? «ne? V2 w|? i (71 
W *TTCft=* ^TS CTOCt^CW fee? OT7* 
5JTTO fevw fee? C9TW=M TOWew 
#*OT> C**ft WC? C’TCWI C<5^ s WS;‘ J PTO 
ifi fro TOJwft if# fer^r^*! ww© '©tcm 
W! WC? tfeei ^5OT* wcw l 
felfew we? to wmin? 
fef i w? fef ?we® «tc?i «iftOT i ?? 
?pj?w fefo? we? to c^iW i 


BARTAMAN 14 APRIL 1994 

This photocopy of the News Item 
•date line, Bombay, UNI APRIL 13 (1994} regarding the 
Book: "Unsolved Murder and Mistriee" at Bombay Port 
' in the year APRIL 14, 1984 fifty years back apropos 
’ of my Invlovement in the OCCULT CAUBB of EXPLOSION 
i of British Merchant Nevy prelude to Naval Ratting of 
' 1 946 in the cause of our Struggle Against British Im- 
j perialisra and which woilid be revealed in accordoncc 
with the Secred Vow taken and which had been spelt 
f out in an Open Telegram dated, Jalpaiguri, the 3rd 
J AUGUST, 1976 to erstwhile Prime Minister, India, - 
gloria late Shrimati Indira Gandhi and mentioned in 
i the letter dated, Jalpaiguri, MAY 03, 1994 is now 
being sent to Shri S.B. Chavan, Home Minister, India 
North Block, NEW DELHI-110001 as Enclosure. 

-S* /Stiwyei* 

S. SANYAL. Dt.13.07.1^4 T 




Itt corpora l ing and directly descended from 
•THE FRIEND OF INDIA ~f Founded IS1H 
Published Simultaneously from CALCUTTA and DELHI 


■ 

MAY 20* 1984 Vol. CXXV1II No. 1 18 
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NETAjrS ASHKS 

Six, — Jawaharlal Nahru is 
said to have once told Mr 
Amiyanath Bos3 that it would be 
most appropriate if he carried 
the urn containing his uncle 
Subhas Chandra Bose s ashes to 
India from the Renkoji temple. 
Amiyanath had insisted the urn 
be opened at Renkoji in Nehru's 
presence to check wha? it 
contained. Nehru reportedly re 
coiled from the suggestion. 

The story usually given out is 
that Netaji died on August 18, 
1945, in a plane crash at 
Taihoku. It has been established 
subsequently that the crash ne- 
ver took place. The American 
Marines had already landed 
there on that date. Thefe is no 
evidence of anyone being cre- 
mated anywhere in Taihoku, 
between August 18 and 22. 
except one Ochiro Ikura |29) at 
the Taihoku crematorium. 

I had asked General Fufiwara 
and some Japanese officers in 
Calcutta a tew years ago, on the 
occasion of Netaji’* birth 
anniversary whether he or an\ 
one he knew had seen the actual 
cremation If so. when? And 
who collected the ashes 7 The 
answer w as a clear - No M 

Having been privileged to 
check official records brought 
from Taihoku, as counsel on 
behalf of Netaji - elder brother 
Suresh Chandra Bose and his 
nephew Dvvijendra Nath Bose, 
ill proceedings before the Khosla 
Commission, 1 acquired first- 
hand knowledge of those cru< uJ 
facts The ashes in Renkoji 
temple are not and could never 
be that of Netaji. Morarji Desai, 
as Prime Minister of India, had' 
also declared on the floor of the 
Lok Sabha that Netaji’s death 
story was unacceptable. — 
Yours. etc.. NIHARENDU 
DUTT-MAZUMDAR 

Calcutta. May 13. 


Those two news item's photocopies in Bengali and in Eng- 
lish apropos of "brining fake ashes from Japan of Netaji Subhas" and the 
Resentments of the Freedom Fighters as stated in the letter dated, Jalpai- 
guri, MAY 03, 1994 i*xinnfxb»±*icx*»»tx*sx§lhxi to Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
Prime Minister, India, is now being sent to Shri S.B. Chav&n, Home Minis- 
ter, Govt, of India, North Block, NSW DELHI - 110001 as ENCLOSURE to the 
letter dated, JALPAIGURI, the 13th JULY, 1994. 

/S < Sqmh<<}* f 

S. SANiAL. 13. 07 . 1994. 
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R.L. BHATIA, 

MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


July 13th, 94 


My dear 


Shri Dinesh Singh, Minister -for External 
A-f-fairs had already written to Shri Samar Guha, vide 
his letter of 25th May, 1993 < copy enclosed), 

explaining the efforts made by this Ministry. We have 
not received any further information and would request 

that in case any additional material , which is 

* * 

conclusive, if> available with you may be supplied to 
us * 


With kind regards. 


y ours sincere i y; , 


MOS < RLB) 


Shri Pramod Nahajan, M.P. 

Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Transport and Tourism, 

Parliament House Annexe, 

New Delhi. 




Copy to ; Shri Samar Guha, former M.P. 


MOS < RLB ) ) 





fifoi *r^n?rJi, jrf 1 001 1 

minister or state 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 




15 July, 1994 


Ku £JkJL 

T v. 

Shri Dinesh Singh, Minister for External 
Affairs had already written to Shri Samar Guha , 
vide his letter of 25th May, 1993 (copy enclosed), 
explaining the efforts made by this Ministry. We 
have not received any further information and would 
request that in case any additional material, which 
is conclusive, is available with you, it may be 
supplied to us. 

With kind regards, 

'lours sincerely, 

,1 

( R . L . *Bha t i a ) 

Shri Pramod Mahajan, — 

Member of Parliament, 

Cha i rman , 

Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Transport and Tourism, 

Parliament House Annexe, 

New Delhi 


Copy t o : - 


1. Shri Samar Guha, former M.P. 


/ 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 

COPY NO. 

No. 89/2/1/94-TS 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR) 

CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA) 
RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN . 

New Delhi, the 18th July, 1994. 




A meeting of the Core Group will be held at 3 . 00 P . M . on 
Wednesday , the 20th July , 1994 , in the Committee Room of the 
Cabinet Secretariat; Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi. 


2. The following subject will be discussed in the meeting: - 


Controversy about Netaji's death and allegations that he was 
an MI-6 agent. 

(Doc. No. CD (TS) -102/94 already circulated vide this 
Secretariat O.M.No. 50/4/1/94-TS dated 30.6.1994). 


3. Kindly make it convenient to attend the meeting. 


To 



/-V/ 7^ 



(Sheila Sangwan) 
Director . 



Shri 

Shri 

Shri 

Shri 

*^hrri 

s-^Shri 

Shri 

Shri 


A.N. Varma, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister. 
A.S. Syali, Secretary (R) , Cabinet Secretariat. 

K.N. Daruwalla, Chairman, JIC, Cabinet Secretariat. 
K.A. Nambiar, Defence Secretary. 

M.S. Ahluwalia, Finance Secretary. 

K. Srinivasan, Foreign Secretary. 

K. Padmanabhaiah , Home Secretary. 

V.G. Vaidya, Director, Intelligence Bureau. 


*Doc . No . CD (TS) -102/94 - attached. 


Internal circulation. 

CS/AS/JS (M) /Dir (SSN) 


SECRET 


*C . P . R* 

14 copies. 


Host 1 nin>ed late /Court Case 



Ministry of External Affairs 
f As A a Pad f i o Pi vi si on > 


T?e.f eren 

from 


dated ! 

relevant records related to Shah tfawaj 
to Net a .} i Inquiry Commission xt: 1955 
have the folio win. -a files and material 
which have very archival and sensitiv 
a va i 1 a o i e on i y f o r con s u 1 1 a t A o n s 

cl rouns tances . 


is invited to HHA I. It No. 1/27/91 -Public 
f Actmn . ‘ to Js i Coord ) its HEA regarding 

Khan Committee pertaining 
. As per our records, we 
available in our Division 
e value and therefore are 
except in exceptional 


1- e/551/?./? 2 -JP Fart III 

.uviui .vy Commission Under the Chairnsatvship rif 
Minister Shri Shah Da was Khan, in 1956 

‘‘ • r / 1 4 ? 1 3 J/FEA/56 Annexure 

Report of the Shah Navas Co mm A ttee 

s* • 14119) /FEA/55 Annexure. Copy No. 2 
Netaji Inquiry Comiri ttee Report Fart p, 

< E v i d e n c e o i V? A f. n e e s e s S 1 9 5 6 

4 - A copy of tlie P.0. letter 54 !«. 73-Poll . II dated 
24.9.72 sent by Shri A-shok Curt a , US, Ministry of Home 
Affairs to Shri ¥ . rl . Hambiar , US FEE) in Ministry of 
External Affairs conveying that some mo re relevant 
records and papers regarding Shah Navas Inquiry into 
circumstances leading to alleged death of f'etaji have 
been sent to Ministry of Home Affairs, and have not been 
returned so far to this Ministry These reports- 
seemingly are still with the HKA . 

May please see. 



Bhatia 
rotary , 


MHA 


' \'\ / , ,..o x ■' 

•’ V ol^e^hvar VarwtfT^ 
tirectir < A a A c Pacific) 



dated 03.08.94 




ASHIS C. RAY 

F-1 f,7 


F-162 Malcha Marg 

New Delhi - 110021. 

Phone: 301 3520 



7 September, 1994. 


Enclosed herewith is a copy of a note I submitted to the PM and 
Arjun Singh, following a suggestion from the latter that I should 
do something to try and bring the "ashes" at Tokyo's Renkoji 
temple - said to be Netaji's - back to India. 

In fact, I received a very encouraging reply to my memo from Amar 
Nath Varma, a photocopy of which is being sent with this as well. 

Incidentally, I have kept Prakash Shah and Ranjit Kalha posted on 
the matter. 

Your kind interest is most heartening. I should like to emphasise 
that I seek no credit or publicity on the issue either now or 
later. It would, however, give me enormous satisfaction if we 
could silently and skillfully clear up the "mystery" once and for 
all. 

I take this opportunity to congratulate you on the long term 
planning and implementation you have introduced as Foreign Secre- 
tary. It is a pleasure to observe your stewardship of the MEA. 
And I wish you continued success. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 



Mr Kris Srinivasan 
Foreign Secretary 
Government of India 
3 Circular Road 
New Delhi. 
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A. N. Varma 

Principal Secretary 


August 8, 1994 
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Thank you for your letter of August 1, 1994 

about your recent studies pertaining to Netaji. 


2. I appreciate the detailed note on the subject 


of , Netaji' s ashes you have enclosed with your 
letter, and the particular facts you have 
highlighted s hall be examined . In the meanwhile, I 
appreciate the constructive approach to the subject 
you have outlined, and this shall certainly receive 
full consideration. We shall pursue the matter and 
will be in touch. 



Yours sincerely, 



(A. N. Varma) 



Shri Ashis C.Ray, 
F-162, Malcha Marg, 
Chanakyapur i , 

NEW DELHI-110021 


ASHiS C. RAY 


1 August, 1994.. 


Dear Mr Varma, 

Enclosed herewith is a MEMO on the subject of "ASHES" said to be 
the mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I am interested in this matter because Netaji was my great uncle, 
my grand-father, Sarat Chandra Bose’s younger brother. 

Sadly, for 49 years, neither the family nor the people or govern- 
ment of India has managed to indisputably establish what happened 
to him. Netaji' s wife, Emilie Schenkl and only child, Anita Pfaff 
live in Germany, and while not ainconcerned, are hesitant to do 
anything one way or other, lest it hurts Indian sentiments. My 
uncles and aunts, not to mention my mother, have either grown 
weary in their attempt to do something or as in the case of a 
few, have chosen to have a closed mind on the issue. In these 
circumstances, I may be among very few relatives of Netaji still 
left with the energy and inclination to pursue the subject. 

For several years, now, I have tried to carefully study the 
concerned subject. If I had been able to devote my entire time to 
it, I would, probably, have found a solution. But my labours may 
have, at least, given me an insight into what needs to be done to 
produce a framework acceptable to all concerned. It is not an 
impossible task; and given the present Indian leadership, can be 
accomplished without too much difficulty. 

As part of my private effort to get to the bottom of the affair 
and at the same time pave the way for the return of the "ashes" 
to India, if they are indeed Netaji' s, I recently visited Tokyo. 
There, I met senior officials of the Japanese Foreign Ministry, 
academics involved in the study of Netaji and his activities and 
his former associates. Based on these and my discussions with the 
Indian Ambassador in Japan, Prakash Shah, I have prepared the 
mentioned memo. 

I should, in fact, like to particularly thank Mr Shah for the co- 
operation and good advice extended by him. 

Senior cabinet ministers have suggested that I should seek an 
appointment with the Prime Minister on the matter. I felt I 
should apprise you of it before doing so; and in any case, would 
be pleased if you were present at such a meeting, if this is 
alright with you. 
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The court case, c ; ted in the memo, is already underway, 
fore, there may be a slight urgency in dealing with it. 
let me have your reaction. 

Thanking you. 

Yours sincerely. 


Mr A. N. Varma 
Principal Secretary to 
the Prime Minister 
Lodi Estate 
Mew Delhi. 
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There- 

Please 
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FOREIGN SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW OELHI-1 1 001 1 


Dear Mr. Ray, 

Many thanks for your letter of September 7, 
1994. I am certainly much taken by your approach in 
the matter. 


Yours s/incerely. 



(K. Srinivasan) 


Shri Ashis C. Ray, 
F-162 Malcha Marg, 

New Delhi-110021 


V 


)U Ufy 


( ' *** " W ~ 
t « /u- ^ 4 +~r 

u/i V** 






4 





SM^ fr/MOST I MMEDIA TE 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
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S h r .1 A s h .1 s h R a y , C N N C o rrespo n d e n t h e r e * h a s 
w r :i 1 1 e n t a t h e F‘ o r e i g n S e c r e t a r y t o s t. a t e t h a t i n 1956 
J a p a n e b e 6 o v e r n m e n t .1 n vestig a t e d a n d c o n f i r rn 0 d 
N e 1 a j :i ' s d e a t h „ f o .1 1 o w i n g t h e a 1 r crash- H e h a s also 
stated that this report was handed over to the 
Government and exists in the tiles of the Embassy at 
India in Tokyo- Grateful if you could let us know if 
such a report exists and if you could send us a copy. 






Shri Prakash Shah, 
Ambassador o-f India, 
Tokyo . 


Y ou r s s .i n c e r e 1 y , 

( R.S. Kalha ) 


I 


\\^yj 

WRITES DAY / DATE /TIME REV. BY ON STATUS TIME 

Delhi Mon Jui 25 11:57 Delhi Aug 01 15:33 READY 7:28 

PREAMBLE 


As is veil know n , ashes, said to be the mar t a 1 remains o f Ne ta j i Subha s Chan dr a 
Bose, have been kept at Tokyo's Renka-j! temple since 1945. These have been 
preserved with due care and respect by a succession of head priests of the 
temple. It is most commendable that the Government of India has, over the 
years, albeit unofficial ly , assisted this work. 

While s h ou I den ng a n oner ou s respon s i b i I i ty , the priests in quest i on have never 
complained about this nor have they ever created any pressure to be relieved of 
the same. However , the present head priest of the temple, like his predecessor , 
feels that it is only appropriate that the "ashes' 1 return to India and this is 
also the unanimous view of remaining Japanese associates of Netaji. 

If the "ashes" do indeed belong to Netaji, then, perhaps, every effort should 
be made to bring them back to India. And with the highest possible honour. 

For this to happen, those who disbelieve the story of his death in a plane 
crash --namely a few members of the Bose family (most of whom think otherwise), 
the Forward Bloc and some diehard individuals - need to be convinced to the 
contrary . 


SLUG 

NETAJI “ASHES" 


And all legal hurdles to transfer of the "ashes" to Indian soil need to be 
removed . 

23 January , 1997 will mark Netaji * s birth centenary. It would be a feather in 
the central government's cap if the "ashes" arrive in India on 23 January, 
1996, and are, if desired, taken around the country during the centenary year 
be fore be i n g dea It with as t he family wishes. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 


The opposition to the plane crash story is not entirely unreasonable. As per 
this i nc i den t , Net a j i died in unu s u a 1 circuosta nee s , t here i s no 
photographic r&oord of his dead body. And the “cremation certificate" claimed 
to relate to the last rites is in the name of a Japanese national, described as 
a member of the armed forces and whose birth date is different from 
Neta j i 1 s - 


Such discrepancy was attempted to be explained away by the Japanese government 
as reflective of a need to maintain secrecy about Netaji 1 s death. Yet, it was 
Japan which released to the world the news of the air crash. 


The reported accident - on 18 August, 1945 - took place only days 
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shocked by the turn of events and there was utter confusion and a complete 
lack of co-ordination among them. And it is quite possible that while Tokyo was 
mak i ng pub lie news of Nets j i ' s dea th , J apanese of ficials in Tai hoku , i n the 
absence of any instruction, thought it prudent to keep the matter conf idential . 


j/ A CREDIBLE AND DETAILED EXPLANATION FROM JAPANESE AUTHORITIES AS TO WHY THE 
CREMATION CERTIFICATE WAS NOT IN NETAJI'S NAME IS, THEREFORE, NECESSARY. 


Indeed, a comprehensive statement, ideally by the Japanese Prime Minister, 
to clear the foggy atmosphere of the past 49 years may be most helpful. The 
Japanese government is likely to oblige. Japanese leaders, in recent times, 
have made a habit of apologising to Asian countries for- treatment meted out to 
them during Japanese occupation of these nations during World War II. While 
Japan did not commit any crime against India, the post-war confusion resulting 
in a lack of a clear c ub s t a fceraen t on the Netaji affair has, arguably, 
contributed to the deadlock over the “ashes* 1 . 


For 11 years after the purported disaster, Japan made no effort to produce an 
official report on what happened. This led to unchecked speculation. On the 
one hand, the plane crash was dismissed - notably by the British - as just the 
thing Netaji would do to escape the clutches of the Anglo-Americans , and on the 
other, various theories emerged about his whereabouts. 


Besides, pro-Metaji elements were skeptical of Pandit Nehru and his motives. 
They rejected the findings of the Inquiry Committee headed by Shah Nawaz Khan 
in 1956. (It would be fair to say that this probe was not conducted in a 
professional manner.) And also found unacceptable the conclusions of the Khosla 
Commission - in the 1970s — as they unnecessarily went beyond its brief by 
making political statements in favour of the Nehru -Gandhis and against Netaji. 




However, in 1956, the Japanese government investigated and con fir med Netajj's 
death following the crash. And handed over this report to the Indian 
government. THE SAME DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN MADE PUBLIC TILL DATE. Copies 
of the report exist in files at both the Mini stry of External Affairs and the 
Indian Embass y in Tokyo. They are marked “JOP SECRET". Yet, no harm" could ever 
have come from publicising this as well as some other documents similarly 
classified. The skeptics will find it difficult to accuse the Japanese of an 
ulterior motive or a vested interest. Release of the report and related papers 
can, therefore, only have a very positive impact m persuading them to 
reconc i le themselves to rea 1 i ty . 
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It is equally important to obtain from Ru ssian authorities that Netaji never 
visited the Soviet Union after 18 August, 1945, if this is indeed the case. 
Opponents of the plane crash story believe that Netaji slipped away to the 
Soviet Union. It is true that he had planned to do so. But this was cut short 
by his seemingly premature death. 

Moreover, a clarification is required from the British government on its 

Si band until at least the late 1940 s that Netaji did not die in the plane crash. 

(The chances are that Whitehall at some stage altered this view. ) 



Colonel Habibur Rahman, Netaji *s ADC, who survived the crash, told his son, 
Naeemur, who now lives in Islamabad, that the aircraft failure was caused by 
SABOTAGE by Chinese technicians (hostile towards the Japanese, not Netaji - 
several senior Japanese military officers were on the flight) at Tai hoku 
airport - this is new information, never mentioned by the former in his 
deposition to the Shah Nawaz Committee in 1956 - and that he placed a gold 
plated booth belonging to Netaji in the urn containing the ashes when this was 
handed to him after the cremation in Taihoku - this, too, he had not made 
public before. A serious endeavour to get to the bottom of the "mystery" could 
include doing a simple X -ray of the urn % If the tooth is indeed there, the 
X-ray would be invaluable in terms of determining if the tooth matches with 
Nets j i ' s d en ta 1 records . The existence of the tooth would also he! p to I ncrea se 
Habibur Rahman's credibility, sometimes questioned. 
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public opinion. The principal person in the Bose family still challenging the 
crash story, Amiya Nath Bose, a nephew of Netaji, needs to be brought around bj 



the Pi^ime Minister himself - there is a good chance that if reasonably 
approached, he will drop his opposition. It is desirable that agreement 


regarding bringing the “ashes” is secured from Netaji f s wife and daughter, both 
residing in Augsburg, Germany. This is best done through Dr Si sir Bose, another 
„ ne£ahg* of Netaji. The Forward Bloc can be tackled by Jyoti Basu, who 

successful made it do a volte face on Teen Bigha and can, most probably, do it 
again. 

But no progress can be made unless there is an irreversible judgement from the 
Supreme Court authorising the return of the “ashes”. Government could take the 
initiative In the matter. There is already a case before the Chief Justice 



petitioning how Netaji could have been given the Bharat Ratna “posthumously 11 . 
GOVERNMENT COULD SEIZE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO COMBINE ALL RELATED CASES PENDING 
IN ANY COURT IN THE COUNTRY, SEEK TIME TO COLLECT ALL “MEN EVIDENCE” OR MOVE 
THE MATTER SEPARATELY BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT TO DO AWAY WITH LEGAL 
IMPEDIMENTS ONCE AND FOR ALL. 

In fighting the above case, it may be relevant to bear in mind that in 
September 1978, Morarjee Desai , as Prime Minister, made a statement in the L ok 
Sabha , effectively rejecting the finding s of the Shah Nawaz Committee and the 
Khos 1 a Comm 1 s s 1 on . 


END 


SLUG 

NETAJI'S "ASHES" 
PREAMBLE 


WRITER 

Delhi 


DAY /DATE/ TIME REV. BY ON STATUS TIME 

Mon Jul 25 11:57 Delhi Aug 01 15:33 READY 7:28 


As is well known, ashes, said to be the mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose, have been kept at Tokyo's Renko-ji temple since 1945. These have been 
preserved with due care and respect by a succession of head priests of the 
temple. It is most commendable that, the Government of India has, over the 
years, albeit unofficially, assisted this work. 


While shouldering an onerous responsibility, the priests in question have never 
complained about this nor have they ever created any pressure to be relieved of 
the same. However, the present head priest of the temple, like his predecessor, 
feels that it is only appropriate that the "ashes" return to India and this xs 
also the unanimous view of remaining Japanese associates of Netaji . 

If the "ashes" do indeed belong to Netaji, then, perhaps, every effort should 
be made to bring them back to India. And with the highest possible honour . 


For this to happen, those who disbelieve the story of his death in a plane 
crash - namely a few members of the Bose family (most of whom think otherwise), 
the Forward Bloc and some diehard individuals - need to be convinced to the 
contrary. 


And all legal hurdles to transfer of the "ashes" to Indian soil need to be 
removed . 


23 January, 1997 will mark Netaji 's birth centenary. It would be a feather in 
the central government * s cap if the "ashes" arrive in India on 23 January, 
1996, and are, if desired, taken around the country during the centenary year 
be f ore be i ng dea It with as the f am i 1 y wishes. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 


The opposition to the plane crash story is not entirely unreasonable. As per 
this incident, Netaji died in unusual circumstances, there is no 
photographic record of his dead body. And the "cremation certificate 11 claimed 
to relate to the last rites is in the name of a Japanese national , described as 
a member of the armed forces and whose birth date is different from 
Neta j l 1 s . 

Such discrepancy was attempted to be explained away by the Japanese government 
as reflective of a need to maintain secrecy about Netaji 's death. Yet, it was 
Japan which released to the world the news of the air- crash. 

The reported accident - on 18 August, 1945 - took place only days after Japan's 
surrender in World War II. It is understandable that the Japanese were shell 
shocked by the turn of events and there was utter confusion and a complete 
lack of co-ordination among them. And it is quite possible that while Tokyo was 
making public news of Netaji's death, Japanese officials in Taihoku, in the 
absence of any instruction, thought it prudent to keep the matter confidential. 

A CREDIBLE AND DETAILED EXPLANATION FROM JAPANESE AUTHORITIES AS TO WHY THE 
CREMATION CERTIFICATE WAS NOT IN NETAJI'S NAME IS, THEREFORE, NECESSARY. 

Indeed, a comprehensive statement, ideally by the Japanese Prime Minister, 
bo clear the foggy atmosphere of the past 49 years may be most helpful. The 
Japanese government is likely to oblige. Japanese leaders, in recent times, 
have made a habit of apologising to Asian countries for treatment meted out to 
them during Japanese occupation of these nations during World War II. While 
Japan did not commit any crime against India, the post-war confusion resulting 
in a lack of a clear cut statement on the Netaji affair has, arguably, 
contributed to the deadlock over the "ashes". 


For II years after the purported disaster, Japan made no effort to produce an 
official report on what happened. This led to unchecked speculation. On &he 
one hand, the plane crash was dismissed - notably by the British - as juit the 
thing Netaji would do to escape the clutches of the Anglo-Americans, and on the 
other, various theories emerged about his whereabouts. 

Besides, pro-Netaji elements were skeptical of Pandit Nehru and his motives. 

They rejected the findings of the Inquiry Committee headed by Shah NavazjKhan 
in 1956. (It would be fair to say that this probe was not conducted in a 
professional manner.) And also found unacceptable the conclusions of theiKhosla 
Commission - in the 1970s - as they unnecessari ly went beyond its brief' (>y 
making political statements in favour of the Nehru-Gandhi s and against Netaji. 

However, in 1956, the Japanese government investigated and confirmed Netfeji's 
death following the crash. And handed over this report to the Indian 
government. THE SANE DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE SEEN MADE PUBLIC TILL DATE., Copies 
of the report exist in files at both the Ministry of External Affairs and the 
Indian Embassy in Tokyo. They are marked “TOP SECRET". Yet, no harm could ever 
have come from publicising this as well as some other documents similarly 
classified. The skeptics will find it difficult to accuse the Japanese of an 
ulterior motive or a vested interest. Release of the report and related papers 
can, therefore, only have a very positive impact in persuading them to 
reconcile themselves to reality. 

It is equally important to obtain from Russian authorities that Netaji never 
visited the Soviet Union after 18 August, 1945, if this is indeed the case. 
Opponents of the plane crash story believe that Netaji slipped away to the 
Soviet. Union. It is true that he had planned to do so. But this was cut short 
by his seemingly premature death. 

More o v e r , a c 1 ar i f i c a t i on is re qu l red f roni the Br i 1. 1 s h governme n t on its 

stand until at least the late 194Ds that Netaji did not die in the plane cra s h . - 

(The chances are that Whitehall at some stage altered this view. ) 

Colonel Habibur Rahman, Netaji 's ADC, who survived the crash, told his son, 
Naeemur, who now lives in Islamabad, that the aircraft failure was caused by 
SABOTAGE by Chinese technicians (hostile towards the Japanese, not Netaji - 
several senior Japanese military officers were on the flight) at Taihoku 
airport - this is new information, never mentioned by the former in his 
deposition to the Shah Nawaz Committee in 1956 - and that he placed a gold 
plated tooth belonging to Netaji in the urn containing the ashes when this was 
handed to him after- the cremation in Taihoku - this, too, he had not made 
public before. A serious endeavour to get to the bottom of the “mystery" could 
include doing a simple X-ray of the urn. If the tooth is indeed there, the 
X-ray would be invaluable in terms of determining if the tooth matches with 
Netaji's dental records. The existence of the tooth would also help to increase 
Habibur Rahman's credibility, sometimes questioned. 

A sincere presentation of the new evidence, is likely to create a favourable 
public opinion. The principal person in the Bose family still challenging the 
crash story, Amiya Nath Bose, a nephew of Netaji, needs to be brought around by 
the Pr-ime Minister himself - there is a good chance that if reasonably 
approached, he will drop his opposition. It is desirable that agreement 
regarding bringing the "ashes" is secured from Netaji 1 s wife and daughter, both 
residing in Augsburg, Germany. This is best done through Dr Si sir Bose, another 
nephew of Netaji. The Forward Bloc can be tackled by Jyoti Basu, who 
successful made it, do a volte face on Teen Bigha and can, most, probably, do it 
aga in . 

But no progress can be made unless there is an irreversible judgement from the 
Supreme Court authorising the return of the "ashes". Government could take the 
initiative in the matter. There is already a case before the Chief Justice 
petitioning how Netaji could have been given the Bharat Ratna "posthumously" . 
GOVERNMENT** COULD SEIZE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO COMBINE ALL RELATED CASES PENDING 
IN ANY COURT IN THE COUNTRY, SEEK TIME TO COLLECT ALL "NEW EVIDENCE" OR MOVE 
—• n* * — — -c — aucacMs ccniTv r to jnn ai;tav uttu I irr^AI 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
{Asia Pacific Division) 


As desired by JS (AP) , placed below is the position as 
per the records available with Asia Pacific Division, on the 6 
issues raised by Shri Ashish Ray in his letter to FS regarding 
Neta ji ’ s death . 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 



The records available in the Ministry (including NGO 
section) on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and his death have been 
scrutinised. The position, as per records, as regards 6 issues 
raised raised by Shri Ashis Ray in his letter to Foreign 
Secretary is given below. 

1. A credible and Detailed explanation from Japanese 

Authorities as to why the cremation certificate was not in 
Netaji' s name is necessary. 

(Contention of Shri Ashis Ray ) 

Position as per our records. 

There is no information on this issue available in the 
records. This aspect has also never been raised before by the 
Japanese side. 


2. Report of investigation carried out by Japanese 
Government in 1956 according to which the death of Netaji was 
confirmed and the report was handed over to the Indian Government 
a copy of which exists in files at both the Ministry of External 
Affairs and in the Indian Embassy, Tokyo. 


(Contention of Shri Ashis Ray ) 

Position as per our records. 

This report is not available among the records on the 
subject available with the Ministry of External Affairs. Our 
mission in Tokyo has also been approached last week who have also 
been requested to confirm if they possess a copy of this report. 

3. To obtain from Russian authorities, information that 

Netaji never visited Soviet Union after August 18, 1945 if this 

is indeed the case. 

(Contention of Shri Ashis Ray ) 

Position as per our records. 

Ministry of External Affairs and the Russian federation 
vide its note No. 2 /YU A dated January 8, 1992 addressed to 

Embassy of India, Moscow, has confirmed in reply to Embassy of 
India Moscow’s Note Verbale of September 16, 1991 to the Russian 

Government though as per the record available in the Central and 
Republican Archives, there is no information about the stay of 
the former President of Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose in Soviet Union in 1945 and after that. (Flag 1 in 
our file No. C/551/7 /92-JP ) 



4. A clarification is required from the British Government 
on its stand until atleast the late 1940’s that Ne^aji did not 
die in the plane crash. 

(Contention of Shri Ashis Ray ) 

Position as per our records. 

There is nothing in the records available with the Asia 
Pacific Division in which there is any information on this issue, 
however Professor Samar Guha has made the stand of the British 
Government in late 1940's a major issue of his contention by 
which he pours scorn and dis-belief on the conclusion arrived at 
in the two Inquiry Commissions namely Shah Nawaz Khan (1956) and 
Justice Khosla Enquiry Commission (1970-74) . It may be 
pertaining to reproduce here the contention of Professor Samar 
Guha which is being reproduce from his booklet "Country Must Know 
What Happened To Netaji" on page 2 which however needs to be kept 
in mind that it is the view of Professor Samar Guha and 
pertaining to which Asia Pacific Division does not have any 
records . 

"What was the further reaction of Lord Wavell , 

India's Viceroy in 1945-46? A month after the record of his 
first reaction he noted again in his 'Diary' : 'According to the 
Japanese of Singapore, Subhash Chandra Bose is definitely dead, 
but I shall be skeptical till further confirmation.' 


After hearing the Japanese broadcast on August 23, 
1945, Lord WAvell immediately sent a mixed investigating team of 
the British and Indian experts to 'arrest Bose -dead or alive' 
and make a thorough probe into the whole affairs behind the 
Japanese story of Bose’s death. 


What was the findings of this Wavell team was not fully 
reported. but the British Government of India cryptically leaked 
out to the press that Bose died in the reported aircrash. 
However, dispatched to the Attlee Government in UK after 67 days 
of the reported aircrash by its Home Secretary, Mr. R.F. Mudie. 
It was marked "Top Secret" and this report was published 30 years 
after in "Volume VI" of the British document "Transfer of Power, 
1942-47". In his lengthy report on Bose Mr. Mudie' s confidential 
despatch noted inter-alia as regard the 'treatment of Bose' these 
were the following possibilities : 

(a) Bringing back to India and try him either for waging 
War or under the Enemy Agent Ordinance; 

(b) Have him tried by a Court in Burma or Malay for waging 
War against the King in that country; 

(c) Have him tried by a Military Court outside India; 


(d! 


Intern him in India; 
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(e) Intern him in some other British possessions, e.g. , 

Seychelles islands; 

(f) Leave him where he is and not ask for the surrender. 

After analyzing all the eventualities about these 
alternatives the report concluded 'in many ways the easiest 
course will be to leave him where he is and not ask for his 
release. Of course, he might in certain circumstances be 
welcomed by the Russians. This course would raise fewest 
immediate political difficulty.' 

Neither the Wavell Government of India nor the Attlee 
Government of U.K., after coming to the above conclusion, made 
any official confirmation about the reported death of Subhash 
Chandra Bose, though he was marked as the enemy number one of 
their Indian Empire. They deliberately kept silent about the 
report of Subhash Bose's presence in Russia." 

(Extract of Page of the Booklet) 

Flag 2 in the file C/551/7/92-JP 

5. To subject the urn containing the ashes of Netaji to a 

simple x-ray in order to determine the reported gold plated tooth 
pertaining to Netaji lying in the urn. In order to establish the 
genuineness the ashes kept at Renkoji Temple, Japan. 

(Contention of Shri Ashis Ray ) 

Position as per our records. 

Our file C / 5 5 1 / 7 / 9 2 - J P has a chart containing 
contradictory statement of Colonel Habib Ur Rahman (accompanying 
Netaji at his bewidled flight till it crashed down) made to 
CSDIC. (Which is the brief acronyn for the British Global 
Military Intelligence of the War Days) Report No 1156 dated 
31.12.45 and statement made by Col Habib Ur Rahman at Shah Nawaz 
Khan Committee investigation on this (April 1956) Flag 3 The 
Serial No. M which gives the brief reproduction of Col. Rahman's 
statement pertaining to the Bose's gold tooth. CSDIC extract is : 


...."On August 23, 1945, B.1269 in the Company of the 

cleric and staff major and 3 or 4 other Japanese visited the 
crematorium when the ashes of Bose were collected and placed in a 
wooden box specially made for the purpose, BK.1269 was shown a 
small piece of gold among the ashes which he believes was part of 
one of Bose's gold teeth. The box containing the ashes was then 
taken to a Japanese temple in the city, where a religious 
ceremony was again performed by the cleric. 

On the morning of August 21, 1945, I went to the 

crematorium accompanied by two or three Japanese including the 
civilian and opened the lock of the incinerator with key which 
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was with me. I was present and I saw the ashes of Netaji’ s body 
inside it. We had a wooden urn to collect the ashes. We 
collected some ashes from the head side, nearest to the door, and 
placed them in the urn. I remember distinctly that a little 
piece of gold, which was from the filling of one of Netaji 's 
teeth was removed and placed in the urn." 

Col Rahman’s statement before Shah Nawaz Committee is 
at Flag 3. 

While no X ray or the urn has so far been conducted and 
no records therefore exist, the discrepancy in the date mentioned 
in the statement of Col Rahman in CSDIC report and in Shah Nawaz 
Committee report under this heading (as reproduced above) may 
also be noted which refers to dates being mentioned as divergent 
as August 23, 1945 and August 21, 1945. 


6 . 


To the 


option of irreversible judgement from the 

Supreme Court authorising return of the ashes. Government could 
take the initiative in the matter. There is already a case 
before the Chief Justice pertaining how Netaji could have been 
given the Bharat Ratna posthumously. Government could seize this 
opportunity to combine all related cases pending in any court in 
the country, seek time to collect all "new evidence" or move the 
matter separately before the Supreme Court to do away with legal 
impediments once and for all. There are no records which deals 
with the suggestion of seeking an irreversible decision from 
Supreme Court authorising return of the ashes. Records are 
however available pertaining to an objection filed in Calcutta 
High Court challenging the declaration of Bharat Ratna Award 
given posthumously by Director, Legal 5c Treaties Division of 
Ministry dated December 29, 1993, (Copy enclosed at Flag 4) 

refers to presence of Secretary from MEA in the 
Court through his appointed counsel who 


xn 

represent 


be 


It may however 
(as per press 

confer Bharat Ratna on Netaji in 


this 
ag 4) which 
Calcutta High 
the Ministry. 


also noted here (file C/551/12/93-JP ) that GOI 
reports at flag 5) has revoked its decision to 

January 1994. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 


As desired by JS (AP) , placed below is the position as 
per the records available with Asia Pacific Division, on the 6 
issues raised by Shri Ashish Ray in his letter to FS regarding 
3*. Netaji's death. 


JS 


I AP) 



sia Pacific) 
20 . 09.94 
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Ministry of External Affairs — — — 
(Asia Pacific Division) 



H C 

Author! ties 
m Netaji s 


redibie and Detailed explanation from Japanese 
as to why the cremation certificate was not 
n a rn e .1 s n e c e s s a r y . 


( C o n t e n t i o n o f S h i A s I • W E‘ a y ) 



Position as per our records 


There is no information on this issue a 
i n t h e r e c o r a s . H o w e v e r . t. w o e n q u .1 r v c: o m m 1 1 1 e e s i n 1 9 5 o 

(Shah Nawaz) and 1970 <Khosla> examined a large number of 
files and 224 witnesses < including 100 abroad) and came 
to the conclusion that Netaji died in the air-crash at 
Taihoku on 1 8th August , 1.945, The Cabinet considered 
this report and accepted the finding- The report of the 
Khosla Commission al onowith Memorandum of Action Taken 
was laid on Table of both Houses of Parliament on 3rd 
Sec tember , 1 974 . 


R e p o r t. u t 

Government in 1956 
w a s c o n f i r rn e d a ri d 
I ncl i an Govern men t 


t h e ri i n i s t r v a f 
E m b a ssy , T o k y o - 


investigation carried out by J 
according to which the death of 
the report was handed over 
a copy of which exists in files 
External Affairs and in the 


a panes© 
Nets. j i 
to the 
at both 

T no i an 


(Contention of Shri Ashis^Rav ) 

Pos it ion as per our r eco rds 

This report is not available among the records 
available with the Ministry of External Affairs- Our 
Mission in Tokyo has also been approached who have also 
been requested to confirm if they possess a copy of this 
report * 

3- To obtain from Russian authorities. information 

that Netaji never visited Soviet Union after August 18, 
1945 if this is indeed the case* 

(Contention of Shri Ashi^Rav ) 

P o sit i on as per our re cor as 


T h e R u s s i a n F e d e r a t i on v i d e x t s n o t * • N 
dated January 8 , 1992 addressed to Embassy of 


2/YUA 

India, 



! v ! o s c o w . h a s c: on f i r m e d i n r e ply to E m b a s s y o f I n d i a 
M o s tr. o w ' s N o t e V e r b a 1 e o f S e p t e m b e r 16= 1 9 9 1 t o t h e 

R u e s i a n G o v e r n m e n t . t h a t a s p e 1 t ' » e? r e cord s a v a i 1 a b 1 e i n 
the Central and Republican Archives. there is no 
information about the stay o f the tanner Presides t 
Indian National Congress , Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in 
8 o v i e t L J n i o n i n 1 9 4 5 a n d a f t e r 1 t h a t « 

4, A clarification is required from the British 

G o v e r n m e n t o n i t s s t a n d u n t i 1 at 1 e a s t t he late 19 4 0 ' s 
that Netaji did not die in the plane crash. 

( C o n t e n t i o n > f S hi r i. A s h i s Ray ) 

Position as per our record s 


There is nothing in records available with us* 

5 - o T cf ed t } u-rn 'Cbrrfei n ihch Ofchfe x:j f: j ii n 

to°a simple x-ray in order to determine the reported gold 
plated tooth pertaining to Netaji lying in the urn* In 
order to establish the genuineness the ashes kept at 
Renkoj .1 Teniple, Japan * 


(Contention of Shri Ashis Ray > 

Pos i t i o n as per ou r re c gjrds 

< * Our file C/551 /7/92—JP has a chart containing 
contradictory statement of Colonel Habib Ur Rahman < 
accompanying Netaji on his flight till it crashed.) made 
to CSDIC* (Which is the brief acronym for the British 
Global Military Intelligence of the War Days) Report No. 
1156 dated 31.12.45 and statement made by Col Habib Ur 
Rahman at Shah Nawaz Khan Committee investigation on this 
(April 1956) Col « Rahman's statement pertaining to 
Netaji 's gold tooth. CSDIC extract is : 

....“On August 23, 1945, Eh. 1269 in the Company of 
the cleric and staff major and 3 or 4 other Japanese 
visited the crematorium when the ashes of Bose were 
collected and placed in a wooden box specially made for 
the purpose. BK*. 1269 was shown a small piece of gold 
among the ashes which, he believes was part of one of 
Bose s gold teeth. The box containing the ashes was then 
taken to a Japanese temple in the city. where a 
religious ceremony was again performed by the cleric* 


f sCK 

On the morning of August 21, 1945, I went to the 
crematorium accompanied by two or three Japanese 
in* luding the civilian and opened the lock of the 
incinerator with key which was with me. I was present 
ana 1 saw the ashes of Net a j 1 ' body inside it. we had a 
wooden urn to collect the ashes. We collected some ashes 
from the head side, nearest to the door, and placed ’h^m 
in the urn. I remember distinctly that a little piece of 
gold, which was from the filling of one of Netaj i ‘ s teeth 
was removed and placed in the urn. 1 

Col Rahman ‘ s statement before Shah Nawaz 
Comm i t tee is at FI ag 3 . ^ 

While no X rn, of the urn has so far been 
conducted and no records therefore exist, the discrepancy 
in the date mentioned in the statement " r o 1 Rahman in 
CSDIC report and in Shah Nawaz Committee report under 
this heading (as reproduced above ) may also be noted 
which refers to dates being mentioned as divergen- as 
August 23, 1945 amd August 21, 1945sf' 

6. To the option of irreversible judgement from the 
Supreme CourL authorising return of the ashes, there is 
already a case before the Chief Justice pertaining how 
Netaj i could have been given the Bharat Ratna 
posthumously. There are no records which deal with the 
suggestion of seeking an irreversible decision from 
Supreme Court authorising return of the ashes. Re» or ds 
are however available pertaining to an objection filed in 
Calcutta High Court challenging the declaration of Bharat 
Ratna Award given posthumously. It may however be also 
noted here (file C/551 / .1 2/93— JP ) that GDI \ as per press 
reports at flag 5) has revoked its decision to confer 
Bharat Ratna on Netaj i in January 1994 S 


7. CCPA approved on 27th February, 1991 proposal of 

MHA that “ no useful purpose would be served by holding 

yet another inquiry or by br in ging the ashe s back to 

India at pre sen t as thi s might create un ne cessar y 

tensions” . 



JS(PMO) in his Note on 24/8/1992 stated "PM 

agrees that the inquiry into the question of whether 

Netaj i is dead or aliv e o r the cir cumstances of his 

disappearanc e s need not be re - o pen ed”. 

Above reiterated in PMO letter of 1 5~ 1 2—92' that 
"circumstances of Neta j i ' s disappearance need not he 
re-opened 11 . 



No. 


Dear Ran jit, 



TOK/IO 



srcr apt ?imr 


Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 
Fax: 03(3234)4866 

* f*\ I 

September 27, 1994 


Kindly refer to your letter 
JS(AP)/94 dated September 16, 1994 

Netaji's death. 


No . 3 3 7 9 - J f I fa 

regarding I ' 


In response to a query by the Embassy to the 
Gaimusho, the latter sent a letter dated July 24, 
1956 informing that the cremation permit in the 
name of Mr. Okura is believed to be that of Mr. 
Subhash Chandra Bose. A copy of Gaimusho' s letter 
dated July 24, 1956, as well as a copy of the death 
certificate of Mr. Ichiro Okura, is enclosed. 




Yours sincerely, 

P 

1 s Va^/* 

( Prakash Shah) 


Shri R.S. Kalha 
Joint Secretary (AP) 

Ministry of External Affairs 


NEW DELHI 




J D 



<k)\ 

30 $ *x&9** d 


No. Name of 
Disease 



Date of Death Place of Burial Occupation Sex 

Date of Permission & Cremation. 

Date of Cremation 


I 

i 

Permanent Name of Date of Applicant ■ 

Domicile Deceased Birth 

Present Address Name 

address. 


2640 


£641 Heart 
Attack 


Aug. 19, 1945 
Aug. 21, 1945 
Aug. 22, 1945 


Municipal Non-regular Male No,l,2-Chome , Ichiro . April 9, Unit Taneyoshi |j 
Crematory staff mem- Dogenzaka, Okura 1900. No. 21123 Yoshlml 

••her of Army Shibuya-ky, 

Forces. Tokyo. 

No.2,3-chome , 

• Nogi-machi 

Taipei City 



Examined and authenticated by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


SEAL. Sd/- Yasutoru Asahina 

Secretary, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
(Archives Section). 


v 



It Is certified that the above statement, abstracted 
from the original document on cremation permit, 
is correct and true. 


July 14, 1956. 


reau of Health & 

ipei Municipal Office. (Sealed) 




Nir y) o z/ ,7 S O ? ) /°) L / 


R.S. KALHA 

Joint Secretary < AP ) 


4th Oct .1994 


Dear 


ft b t . ou r t e 1 e d hon .1 c c on v e r s a t i on t oda v . 

Please find enclosed copy of a letter from our 
Ambassador in Tokyo, along with its enclosures. 


' ou r s s i n c ere 1 v . 


( R.S. Kalha ) 

Mr. C. F'hunsog, 

Joint Sec y ( I S- 1 ) , 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Worth Block, 

New Delhi. 




C^i 


July 24, 1956 


Dear Mr. Dar 



With reference to your letter No, 


F.5(1)NG0-I 


i. 


of May 30th, 1956, and my letter dated June 14th, 

1956, I wish to inform, you that the following 
reply has. been received from Mr, K, Horiuchi, 

Ambassador of Japan at Taipei, to our enquiry made 
on this matter: 

1. "Doctor's Report" and "Police Report" as 
mentioned in Mr. Dar's letter could not be 
traced at Taipei in spite of all efforts. 

2. As to "Cremation Permit" a certified copy 
of the original document on cremation permit 
which is heldby the Bureau of Health and Hygiene 
Taipei Municipal Office,, could be obtained. 

The document mentions the^name of ICHIRO OKURA 
as the deceased and that of TANEYOSHI YQSHIMI 
as the applicant*. Since the death of Mr. 

Suhhas Chandra Bose, was kept strictly confidential 
at that time, it is believed that this 
cremation permit on ICHIRO OKURA must, correspond 
to the case for late Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Therefore, I wish to enclose herewith the 

above-mentioned copy of "Cremation Permit" together 

with its translation in English, 


i. 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd/- Hisaji Hattori 


Chief of 4th Section 
Asian Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


Mr. A.K.Dar, 
First Secretary, 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo. 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


*A 


^7?D) . 

C V 


>l[v \J/ No . 6 /CM/ f #iv/»ro»#w 1 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


/cm/ 95 (i) 2 V/ J pp)r -~nF/Z 

NDIA ( BHARA 1 ? 3 ^ ARKAR } 


CABINET SECRETARIAT ( MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA) 

NEW DELHI, the 15th February, 1995 



Copy, with a copy of the relevant minutes, forwarded to the 
following, in respect of cases (s) mentioned against each:- 


twY ' 

Y 

4 


Secretary, Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting . 

Secretary, Department of Industrial 

Development . 

Secretary, Ministry of Science and 

Technology . 

Secretary, Department of Eduacation. 


(Case No. 40 
( 

( 

( 


'Foreign Secretary. 

Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs. 


(Case Nos. 40 
( and 44 


Secretary, Department of Legal^ Affairs . (Case Nos. 40, 41 

( and 45 


Finance Secretary. 

Secretary, Department of Revenue, 


(Case Nos .40,42 
( and 43 


(Case No. 40 and 43 


Secretary, Ministry of Personnel , Public (Case Nos. 41 

Grievances and Pensions. ( and 43 


Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and 

Natural Gas. 


(Case No. 42 


( 


Secretary, Ministry of Surface Transport (Case No. 43 
Secretary, Department of Expenditure. (Case No. 43 


Secretary, Department of Jammu & Kashmir (Case No. 45 

✓ 



I.Rao) 

Deputy Secretary^ to the Cabinet. 


*RB* 

< - f copies, 


SECRET 


I 




COPY NO. 


No. 6/CM/95 


CABINET SECRETARIAT 


EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
CABINET HELD AT 1200 HOURS, ON WEDNESDAY, THE 
8TH FEBRUARY, 1995 IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM 
(NO. 155), SOUTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI. 


Case No. 40/6/95 


Item 1 


Publication of foreign newspapers and 
periodicals in India- Review of 
Government's policy as contained in the 
Cabinet Decision of 1955. 


DEFERRED . 


*GSH* 


, ; copies. 


/ 

SEpfcET 


— 


COPY NO. 2 


No . 6 /CM/ 9 5 


CABINET SECRETARIAT 


EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
CABINET HELD AT 1200 HOURS, ON WEDNESDAY, THE 
8TH FEBRUARY, 1995 IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM 
(NO. 155), SOUTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI. 


Case No. 44/6/95 


Item 5 


Proposal to bring the mortal remains of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India . 


DEFERRED. 


*GSH* 



copies. 


SECRET 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 


I had dinner with the Japanese Ambassador Mr. Chusei 
Yamada, last evening. During the course of the evening, he 
raised the question of Netaji's ashes, which are kept in Japan. 
He said that Netaji's daughter from his German wife, Mrs. Anita 
Bose Pfaff, is currently in India and had spoken to him a few 
days ago. She had expressed the desire that Netaji's ashes 
should not be kept in Japan much longer and should, if possible, 
be brought to India. She said that she will be discussing this 
matter with other members of Netaji's family and try to forge a 
consensus within the family. If this does not prove possible, 
she would like to take the ashes to her mother, who seems to live 
in Germany. (The Ambassador was not very clear whether she lives 
in Austria or Germany.) The Japanese Ambassador said that they 
feel that the wishes of the family would have to be given some 
weight and that they would be expected to respond to her request 
soon. The Ambassador did however tell her that they would need 
to consider GOI ' s reactions also. Mrs. Pfaff responded that she 
will be writing to PM on this matter. She also requested the 
Ambassador not to contact the Indian Government till she has had 
a chance to consult the family and to write to PM. He felt 
however that he must convey it to us, at least informally. He 
also wanted my reaction. 

2. I said that I will naturally have to inform MEA . I 
also stressed that this matter was politically sensitive and one 
must proceed with caution. While the wishes of the family are no 
doubt important, Indians consider this a matter of national 
importance. The Ambassador confirmed that nothing is going to be 
done in a hurry. In any case, Mrs. Pfaff also felt that a proper 
ceremony would need to be held if ultimately it was decided (and 
agreed) to move the ashes. She felt that such a ceremony was 
perhaps best held at the time of the annual function to mark the 
death anniversary of Netaji, on August 17. 

3. JS (AP) may like to examine this matter and seek 
Foreign Secretary's directions. In my further discussions with 
the Ambassador, I got the impression that the Japanese Government 
itself has no serious problems with the ashes continuing to stay 
in Tokyo. I will however be able to make an assessment only on 
my arrival in Tokyo. 


/■ 



V . 

(Kuldip Sahdev] 
Ambassador Designate 
to Tokyo 
Camp New Delhi 
16.02.95 


JS (AP) 





C/sS't/s2./<i3 -Jft 

Ministry of External Affairs 
( Asia Pacific Division ) 



F.S. may kindly see note L ‘ recorded CS> ‘'-1 'a ' 
by our Ambassador(Designate) to Tokyo regarding 
ashes of Netaji Subhash Chander Bose. In 

the first instance, the above information 
may be forwarded to MHA which is the nodal 
Ministry handling this issue. We would also 
forward a copy to PMO for their information. 



2. It has always been our position that 

the family of Netaji should arrive at a consensus 
on what steps should be taken regarding the 
ashes of Netaji which are kept in the Renkoji 
temple near Tokyo. If it is possible that 
Netaji 's daughter is able to achieve a consensus 
then the matter for the Government of India 
would become relatively simple. However, 

if there continues to be dissenting views, 
as they are at present, then it is best that 
its status-quo is retained. However, what 

Government wishes to do would depend largely 
upon whether Netaji' s daughter is able to 
achieve a consensus or not. For the present 
we can continue to watch the situation carefully 
and see whether she is able to make progress. 
Our attitude would naturally depend upon 

the outcome of her efforts. 


3. 


May kindly see for orders, 



.C_ LP 


( R.S. Kalha ) 
Joint Secretary (AP) 
February 17, 1995 


V/c- 


/ 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 

ADENAUERALLEE 262-264 


(Debnath Shaw) 
First Secy(IEC) 



No.Bon/IEC/105/1/95 


Feb. 23, 1995 


Dear Sir, 


As directed by Ambassador 

Rana, I am enclosing herewith papers 
relating to the Seminar on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, held in Bonn on 
October 22, 1994. The proceedings of the 

Seminar are still being finalised and we 
hope to have them published through ICCR . 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 

J). 

(Debnath Shaw) 

Sh .R .S .Kalha , 



Subhas Chandra Bose 

- the legendary 
freedom fighter of India 
and his legacy 
for India and Europe 


Seminar 

in commemoration of the anniversary of the 
formation of the provisional Government of 
"Azad Hind” (Free India) 
by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
at Singapore on October 21st, 1943 


on Saturday, October 22nd, 1994 
from 10.00 hrs to 16.30 hrs 

at the Stadthalle - Parksaal 
Bonn-BadGodesberg, Koblenzer Strasse 80 


r) \ Programn 

10.00 hrs Mr. Kishan S. Rana 
Ambassador of India 

Opening remarks 

Morning session (10.15 hrs - 12.15 hrs) 


Chairman: 

Mr. Gunter Diehl 

Former Ambassador of FRG to India 

10.15 hrs 

Professor Dr. Johannes H. Voigt 

Universitdt Stuttgart 

"Role of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in Europe 
in relation to the freedom struggle in India" 

11.00 hrs 

Tea/Coffee Break (in Terras sen-Saal) 

11.15 hrs.. 

Professor Dr. Anita B. Pfaff 

Universitdt Augsburg 

"Netaji's ideas and ideals and their implications for 

India today" 

11.45 hrs 

Professor Dr. Diethelm Weidemann 

Humboldt Universitdt, Berlin 

"Subhas Chandra Bose's passage to Germany" 


12.30 hrs - 14.00 hrs Lunch Break 


(the participants are invited to a buffet in Kleiner Saal) 


Organized by the Embassy of India in cooperati 


Afternoon session (14.00 hrs - 16.30 hrs) 


Chairman: 

Professor Dr. Lothar Lutze 

14.00 hrs 

Professor Dr. Dr. Tapan Kumar Raychaudhuri 

University of Oxford 

0 

"The role of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
in Indian politics: a reassessment" 

14.45 hrs 

Mr. Surya Kumar Bose 

Bose Information Technology, Hamburg 

"Subhas Chandra Bose - the Garibaldi of India " 

r 

15.15 hrs 

Tea/Coffee Break (in 'Terrassen-Saal) 

15.30 hrs 

Panel-Discussion 

Panelists: 

Dr. Rudolf Hartog, Bad Salzuflen 

Professor Dr. Jurgen Liitt, Berlin 

Dr. Nirode K. Barooah, Koln 

Open Discussion 

16.15 hrs 

Mr. Giinter Diehl 

Closing remarks 


An exhibition of photographs and documents 
will be held in the Terrassen-Saal 

Conference languages: English and German 


on with the Deutsch-Indische Gesellschaft e. V. 




Subhas Chandra Bose was bom on 23 January 1 897. From early childhood he was deeply lnfT^nced by 
the teachings of Swami Vivekananda and dedicated himself to social service. He was a keen^^ dent of 
Indian and Western philosophy. After graduating from Calcutta University, he studied philosophy at 
Cambridge University. He successfully passed the Indian Civil Service examination, but resigned from 
service to join^the non-cooperation movement of Mahatma Gandhi (1920-1922). On returning from 
England he became the chief lieutenant of Chitta Ranjan Das, who had given up his flourishing practice as 
a Barrister to join the non -cooperation movement of Gandhi. The non-cooperation movement did not make 
much headway and Gandhi left active politics for the time being. C.R.Das formed the Swaraj Party in 
1923 and soon became the central figure in Indian politics. The revolutionaries in India joined the Swaraj 
Party, which advocated the establishment of a socialist society in India. Das died prematurely in 1925. 
Gandhi returned to Congress politics in 1928. At the Calcutta session of the Congress in 1928, Subhas 
Bose emerged as the leader of the left wing movement in India. He soon became an important leader of the 
Congress led by Gandhi. He, however, maintained close contact with the revolutionaries all over India. In 
1938, Bose was unanimously elected President of the Congress. The following year, he defeated Gandhi's 
candidate and was elected President of the Congress for the second time. Soon differences became acu|g 
between them and Bose was forced to resign. War broke out in Europe on 3 September 1939. Bose felt 
that this gave India a unique opportunity to strike for her freedom. He got in touch with the Soviet Govern- 
ment in October 1939 for armed military assistance to secure India's freedom, but received no response. 
He, therefore, decided to leave India and ultimately reached Berlin in the first week of April 1941 with the 
assistance of the German, Italian and Soviet Governments. 

It was not easy for him to get German support for his work. He was able to bring A.C.N. Nambiar back 
from Vichy France to assist him in his task. Bose was able to set up the Free India Centre in Germany with 
the help of Indians living in Europe. But it was only in early 1942 that he was permitted to use the German 
broadcasting system for his broadcasts to India. He organised a very efficient "Free India Legion” by 
recruiting a substantial number from among the Indian prisoners of war. 

When Germany attacked the Soviet Union on 22 June 1941, Bose made his views very clear to Wilhelm 
Keppler, Head of the India Section of the Foreign Office and E>r. Woermann, Under- Secretary of State. 
Bose told them that the feelings of the Indian people were very decidedly on the Russian side. 

From early 1942, Bose realised that his presence in East Asia was vital for his struggle, and that his stay in 
Germany was no longer useful. On 23 July 1942, Bose wrote a letter to Ribbentrop requesting him to 
arrange for his travel to the Far East This was not an easy matter and ultimately on 8 February 1943, 
Bose and Abid Hass an climbed into a German submarine U-180 and their long journey to East Asia 
began. On 6 May 1943, Bose arrived at Saban Island naval base from where he flew to Tokyo and met a 
number of Japanese Generals, Foreign Minister Shigemitsu and finally Prime Minister Tojo. Subhas 
deeply impressed Tojo, who became one of his firm supporters. From Tokyo he travelled to Singapore, 
where he assumed the leadership of the Indian National Army (IN A) and ultimately formed the 
Provisional Government of "Azad Hind” (Free India) on 21 October 1943. The war for Indian 
independence began and the INA along with the Japanese forces crossed the IndoBurma front Col. 
Saukat Ali Malik hoisted the Indian national flag at Moirang in India. Onset of early monsoon and lack of 
Japanese air power led to the defeat of INA and the Japanese Army in the battle for Imphal and Kohima. 

INA officers and soldiers were brought back to India as prisoners of war. The trial of three INA officers 
started in the Red Fort in Delhi on 5 November 1945. As a result of the trial, the entire Indian people, ^ 
irrespective of their religion became active supporters of Netaji and his revolutionary army. By the end of" 
November 1945, General Auchinleck, Commander-in-Chief informed the Viceroy that the British Indian 
.Army could no longer be depended upon to suppress the Indian revolution. .Although Bose was not able to 
enter India at the head of his army, his endeavours constituted a decisive blow in destroying British 
imperialism in India. 

- Surya Kumar Bose 


Seminar on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

Bonn, 22nd October 1994 
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ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS 


1. " Subhas Chandra Boses Rolle in Europa im Rahmen des 
indischen Unabhangigkeitskampfcs " 

- Prof. Dr. Johannes H. Voigt 

2. " Subhas Chandra Bose's Passage to Germany " 

- Prof.Dr.Diethelm Weidermann 

3. " Netaji's Ideas and Ideals - Some Implications for India today " 

Pro f. Dr. A ni ta B. Pfaff 

4. " Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose " 

- Prof .Dr. Dr. Japan Kumar Raychaudhuri 

5. " Subhas Chandra Bose " - the Garibaldi of India " 

- Mr. Surya Kumar Bose 


★ ★ ★ 


Prof.Dr.Johanncs H. Voigt: 




Subhas Chandra Boses Rolle in Europa 
im Rahmen des indischen XJnabhangigkeitskampfes. 


Die Personlichkeit und das Wirkcn des indischen Freiheitskampfers Subhas Chandra 
Bose wcrden in dcr indischen Gcschichtsschreibung genercll anders beurteilt als in der 
europaischcn und ainerikanischcn. In Indicn gibt es kcine Zwcifel an der Richtigkcit dcr 
Zicle und der Haltung Boses, obgleich er ini Zwciten Wcltkrieg scincn Kampf auf Seiten 
der Achsemnaechte fiihrte. Der Vortrag soil crklaren warum dem so ist. 


Als President des indischc Nationalkougresses 1938 und 1939 wurde Bose aus den Rcihen 
der eigenen Partei kritisiert und schlicBlich auf Druck Gandhis abgewahlt, weil er cine 
Politik dcr "direktcn Aktion" fiir den Fall bcfiirwortetc, daB England in einen Krieg 
vcrwickelt wiirde. DaB er nach seiner Flucht aus dem Gefangnis den Wcg nach 
Deutschland wahlte, war dem Cnistand zuzuschrcibcn, daB die Sowjetunion nicht bereit 
war, ihm Asyl und die Moglichkcit zu cincr Taetigkeit gegcn die britische Herrschaft in 
Indien zu bicten. Er tauschte sich aber hinsichtlich der Festigkeit der deutsch- 
sowjetischen Partnerschaft. Die rassistische Politik des NS-Regimcs nahm er in Kauf, 
soweit sie nicht gegcn Inder gerichtct war. 


Sein Programm in Europa konnte Bose nur tcilwcise verwirklichen. Statt der von ihm 
gewiinschtcn Provisorischen Regicrung des Nationalen Indicn wurde ihm nur cine 
Zentralstelle des Freien Indicn eingeraeumt, cine gemeinsame Erklarung der 
Achscnmacchte zur Unabhangigkcit Indicns scheitertc am Nein Hitlers; cine Unterrcdung 
mit dem deutschen Diktator hatte nur den EntschluB Boses zur Folge, auf japanischer 
Scite den Kampf gegcn den Raj fortzufiihrcu. Lediglich die Aufnahme von 
Rundfunksendungen nach Indicn und die Aufstellung der Indischen Legion in Form 
eines Infanterie-Rcgimcnts im Rahmen dcr Wchrmacht kamen in etwa seinen 
Vorstellungen nahe. In diesen beiden Bcreichcn propagierte Bose die Einhcit des 
indischen Volkes, das er frei von alien Barricrcn wiinschtc, die cs zerkliiftetcn, 
schwachten und am Ende zu spalten drohten. 

Die Verankerung seiner Bcwegung in Europa war einc Art Schrankc gegcn einen 
iibermachtigen japanischen EinfluB, wie er sich noch unter scinem Vorganger Rash 
Behari Bose gezeigt hatte und zum faktischen Zusammenbruch der Indian National 
Army(INA) gefiihrt hatte. In Europa gewaim Bose uberdies Erfahrungcn, die ihm bei 
seiner Arbeit auf politischem und militarischem Gebiet in Siidostasien zugute kamen. 
Allcrdings erfolgte Boses Reise nach Siidostasien zu spat, um von dort noch den 
Ausklang des indischen August-Aufstandes bceinflussen zu konnen. Wahrend des 
ebenfalls viel zu spat erfolgten japanischen Einmarsches ins ostlichc Indien im Jahre 
1944, hatte die INA keine erkennbarc Wirkung auf die Britisch-Indische Armec. 

Boses Tod bei einem Flugzcugabsturz am Ende des Kricges bcendete seine Karriere allzu 
friih. Dennoch ging von seiner Arbeit in Europa wie in Asien cine unerwartet starke 
postume Wirkung aus: das Kriegsgerichtsverfahrcn im Roten Fort gegen drei Gencraele 
der INA machten Boses friihere Tatigkeit erst zu einer gesamtindischcn Angelcgenheit. 
Es war der wohl entscheidendc Ausloser der Meutcrei in den britisch-indisclien 
Streitkraften Anfang 1946, die den Briten anzeigtc, daB ihre Herrschaft in Indien zu 
Ende ging. Bose erwarb sich den Respekt Nehrus, die Achtung Mahatma Gandhis und 
den Ehrentitel "Netaji" seitens der indischen Nation. 


Prof.Dr.Diethelm Wcidcmami 
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V. 

Subhas Chandra Bose's Passage to Germany (1941) 

Bose war cine der faszinierendsten und zugleich umstrittensten Personlichkciten dcr 
indischen Nationlbcwcgung. Es ist kaum uberraschend, daB iiber sein Lcben und Wirken 
cine recht umfasscnde und in weiten Teilcn aucb durchaus kontroverse Literatur 
cxistiert. 

Personlichkeiten wic Subhas Chandra Bose ziehen die Mythenbildung direkt an, schon 
zu scinen Lebzcitcn entstanden die ersten Legenden. So detailliert seine Biographie bis 
1940 auch aufgcarbeitet erscheint; mindestens fiir die letzten fiinf Jahre seines Lcbens 
ist cine grundsatzliche Rekonstruktion, gestiitzt auf authentische Quellen, weiterhin cine 
wichtige wisscnschaftlichc Aufgabe. 

Der Beitrag versucht, die Periode zwischen der Flucht aus Kalkutta am 17. Januar 1941 
und seiner Ankunft in Berlin am 2. April 1941 moglichcst detailliert nachzuzeichnen, 
Interesscn und Wirkungsmechanismen sichtbar zu machen, wobei vor allem hinsichtlich 
dcr Kabul-Episode einige in der Literatur verbreitete Auffassungen mit ofFiziellen 
deutschen Quellen konfrontiert werden, die in verschiedenen Archiven ermittelt werden 
konnten. Die Ergcbnisse dieser vorlaufigen Untersuchung konnen kurz wic folgt 
zusammengefaBt werden: 

1. Subhas Chandra Bose war lange vor dem Dezembcr 1940 definitiv entschlossen, 
Indien zu vcrlassen. Sein Ziel war nachweislich die UdSSR. 

2. Der Versuch, in die UdSSR zu gelangen, scheiterte an der Furcht des sowjetischen 
Botschafters in Kabul vor einer britischen Provokation, an der politischen und 
ideologischcn Lagc zwischen 1939 und 1941 in dcr Sowjetunion und am MiBtrauen dcr 
sowjetischen Fiihrung gegen Bose. Das kann abschlieBend nur in russischen Archiven 
veririziert werden. 

3. Bose hatte angcsichts der realen Lagc im Februar/Marz 1941 nur die Wahl, sich 
entweder von der afghanischen Regierung an die Britcn ausliefern zu lassen, Oder den 
cinzigen verbliebenen Fluchtweg - nach Deutschland oder Italien - zu nutzen. Trotz 
groBerer Sympathicn fiir Italien entschicd er sich bewuBt aus machtpolitischen Griinden 
fiir Deutschland. 

♦ 

4. Allc wcscntlichcn Aktivitaten hinsichtlich der Reise Boses nach Europa gingen 
entgegen der in der Literatur verbreiteten Auffassung nicht von Italien, sondern vom 
deutschen Auswartigen Amt aus - mit Ausnahme der Regelung des PaBproblems. 

Die Arbeit soil mit der Reflektierung der relevanten Dokumentc vom 3. April 1941 bis 
zu den Treffen Boses mit ReichsauBenminister v. Ribbcntrop fortgesetzt werden. 


JProf. Dr. Anita B.Pfaff 

.nstitut fiir Volkswirtschaftslehre der Universitat Augsburg und Internationales Institut fur 
Empirische Sozialokonomie (IN1FES) 

NETAJI'S IDEAS AND IDEALS- 
SOME IMPLICATIONS FOR INDIA TODAY 

AnlaB dieses Seminars ist das Ende dcs 50. Gcdenkjahrcs der Proklamation von "Azad 
Hind" , dein freie Indien, und der Installation seiner Exilregierung am 21. Oktober 1943. 
Eine der herausragenden Fiihrungspersonlichkeitcn der indischen 
Unabhaengigkeitsbewegung und beherrschende Figur des bewaffneten Aufstandes gegen 
die englische Kolonialherrschaft war Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose -von seinen 
bengalischen Landslcutcn auch liebevoll Deshupriya, der "Stolz unseres Landes " 
genannt. In der friiheren historischen Betrachtung der Unabhangigkeitsbewegung land 
sein Beitrag insbesondere auBerhalb Indicns aus verschiedenen Griinden nicht zuletzt 
aufgrund dcr Tatsache, daB er wegen seines TJnfalltodes oder seines mysteriosen 
Verschwindens zu Ende des 2. Weltkrieges in Taiwan nach der Unabhaengigkeit Indicns 
keine aktivc Rolle mehr spielte - eine vergleichsweise geringe Beachtung. Im Zuge der 
albnahlichen Offnung der englischen und US-amerikanischen Archive (allerdings sind 
Teile der Aktcn auch weiterhin der Offentlichkeit nicht zugangig) wurde allerdings auch 
deutlich, daB seine Rolle und die Rolle der Indischen Nationalarmee fiir die Realisierung 
der Unabhangigkcit wichtiger war als manche Historiker zunachst venneint hatten. 

Ein enger Bezug Boses zu Deutschland bestand darin, daB er nicht nur wicderholt schon 
wahrend der 30'er Jahre hier weilte. Waehrend des 2. Weltkrieges suchte er bei den 
Gegnern seiner Gegner - Deutschland und Japan - Unterstutzung auch fiir den 
bewafneten Widerstand, den er in gewissem Umfang auch fand. Diese Bemiihung urn 
Unterstiitzung hat ihm falschlicherweise bei manchen den Ruf cingetragen ein 
Syinpathisant dcs Faschismus zu sein, was sich jedoch aus verschiedenen AuBerungen 
und Handlungen deutlich widerlegen IaBt. 

Bose hat fiir seine Zcit zum Tcil wegweisende, fiir die damaligc Zeit recht 
unkonvcntioncllc und fortschrittlichc Gedankcn, was die Bczichung dcr verschiedenen 
Religionsgruppen zueinander, die Rolle der Frauen, die Rolle verschiedener sozialer und 
ethnischer Gruppen, verschiedener Regionen und der Gesellschaft als soziales System 
angeht. 

Das Referat widinet sich einigen dieser Gcdanken und Idcale und zieht Implikationen 
fuer das heutige Indien. Dabei wird insbesondere auf die Frage eingegangen, welche 
Rolle der Foederalismus in Indien spielen koenntc und vielleicht auch sollte, welche 
bundesdeutschen Erfahrungen hierbei dienlich sein koennten und welche 
Ausgangsbedingungen Indien heute fiir den Einstieg in eine soziale Sicherung hattc, 
wenn man die Situation mit der Deutschlands bei Einfiihrung der Sozialversicherung 
vergleicht. 


Prof.Dr.Dr.Tapan Kumar Raychaudhuri 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

In der allgcmeinen Erinnerung hat Netaji sowohl in als auch auBerhalb Indiens vor allem 
als Fuhrer der Indian National Army iiberlebt. Die daraus resultierende Betonung, die 
sich in alien Beurteilungen seiner Rolle und Personlichkeit findet, verschleiert weit 
zentralere Charakteristika im Hinblick auf seinen Beitrag zur Entwicklung der indischen 
Souveranitat. Dariiber hinaus haben MiBdeutungen der Geschichte der INA zu einer 
andauernden Eehlinterpretation ihrer Natur und ihrer Absicht gefiihrt, ein Thema, auf 
das ich eingchen mochtc, auch wenn es nicht im Mittclpunkt meines Anliegens in diesem 
Gesprach steht. 

Ein kompromiB - und bedingungsloser Nationalismus war der Grundgedanke von Netajis 
Leben. Die entsprechende Ideologie, die durch die Erinnerung an den Faschismus 
befleckt und durch die Massaker an Unschuldigen in ihrem Namen in den vergangenen 
Jahrzehnten weiter herabgewiirdigt wurde, wird nicht langer als ein Hohepunkt 
menschlichen Fortschritts auf dem Weg in eine bessere Welt angesehen. Solche 
Beurteilungen iibersehen jedoch die Tatsache, daB der Nationalismus sowohl im Euro pa 
des 19. Jahrhunderts als auch in Asien und Afrika zu Zeiten der Kolonialherrschaft eine 
veredelnde und lebensverbessernde Qualitat hatte, daB er cine Erhabenheit des Ichs bei 
der Yerfolgung eines hoheren Ziels, das dem Menschen fbrderlich war, beinhaltcte. Seit 
seiner Kindheit waren das Leben und die Laufbahn Netajis von jcnem patriotischen 
Ideal durchdrungen, das er kennenlernte, als es noch unschuldig und unbefleckt von 
irgendwelchen Herabwiirdigungen war. Seine tiefe Religiositat verschmolz spontan mit 
einer patriotischen Inbrunst. Dabei folgte er den Spuren des Mannes, dcr ihn in seiner 
Jugend inspiriert hatte: Swami Vivckananda. 

Netajis patriotischer Eifer fand seinen Ausdruck in einem Engagement fiir die Aufgabe 
der Befreiung Indiens, bei der seine eigene Person vollig zuriickstand. Er war der erste 
und einer von lediglich zwei Indern, die aus dem 'himmlischen' Indian Civil Service, der 
einen hohen Status, Privilegien und eine komfortable Existenz bot, austrat, um sich der 
nationalistischen Bewegung anzuschlieBen. Und nach diesem anfanglichen Akt der 
Selbstaufopferung im Alter von Anfang Zwanzig wich er keinen Tag mehr von diesem 
selbst gewahlten Weg ab. Fiir viele junge Inder, die in den zwanziger und dreiBiger Jah- 
ren dieses Jahrhunderts diesen harten Weg wahlten, war Netajis spektakularc 
Ilintanstellung seiner eigenen Person wic die seines Mentors C.R. Das eine sehr wichtige 
Quelle ihrer Inspiration. 

Uneingeschrankter Patriotismus war der Leitgedanke des Lebens und der Taten Netajis. 
Und darin war er vollig kompromiBlos. Fiir den Mahatma war der Unab- 
hangigkeitskampf ein zweitrangiges Ziel in seinem Streben nach einem cthischen 
Paradies auf Erden fiir die Menschheit. Jawaharlal sah den indischen Kainpf als Teil 
eines weltweiten Kampfes fiir die Befreiung der Menschheit von ausbeuterischer 
Kontrolle. Davon unterscheidet sich Netajis Engagement durch sein fast ausschlieBlich 
auf die indische Unabhangigkeit ausgerichtetes Interesse. In diese zielstrebige Verfolgung 
dieses einen Ziels waren all seine hoheren Ambitionen eingeschlossen. Dies war die 
Quelle seines Charismas. 
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Die Litcratur iiber den iudischen Nationalismus stcllt ihn oft als cincn Radikalcn dar. 
Es stimmt, daft cr an die Ideale cincr gcrcchten Gcscllschaft mit cincm fairen Antcil fii. 
die Unterprivilegierten und an cin Endc ausbcutcrischcr sozialcr Bezichungen glaubtc, 
aber sein Radikalismus bestand vor allcm in dem Beharren auf cincm kompromifiloscn 
und unnachgiebigen Kampf fiir die Unabhangigkeit. Dafiir war cr auch zur 
Konfrontation mit dem Mahatma bereit, dcssen Strategien Platz fiir Vcrhandlungcn, 
Kompromissc und, falls erforderlich, auch Ycrzbgcrungen boten. NcUyi war nicht bereit 
zu warten. Durch seine Lcidcnschaft gewann cr die Unterstiitzung indischcr 
Nationalistcn, auch wenn dcr Mahatma sclbst ihn zu ungestiim fand. Er gchortc zu dcr 
kleinen Gruppe jungcr Fiihrcr, deren Bcharrlichkcit dazu fiihrtc, daft Purna Swaraj, 
die yolligc Unabhangigkeit yon auslandischcr Hcrrschaft, als offenes Zicl des Indian 
National Congress angenommen wurdc. Zusammen mit dem jungen Jawaharlal baute 
er die Indian Independence League auf, um sicherzustcllen, daft die Partei dieses Ideal 
nicht vergaft. Die Schaffung dcr Indian National Army mufl im Zusammenhang mit 
dicsem kompromifiloscn Anlicgcn geschcn werden. Die wcstlichc Gcschichtsschrcibung 
war bishcr nur zogerlich bereit, in Aktionen, die irgcndwclchc Yerbindungen mit den 
Achscumachtcn cinschlosscn, uberhaupt ctwas Positives zu schcn. Nctaji sah die 
Yerbindung mit diesen Miichtcn als realpolitischc Notwendigkeit bci dcr Vcrfolgung 
seines Zicls, der indischcn Unabhangigkeit, an. Wic heute weitgehend bekannt ist, 
Yermied er es erfolgrcich, zu cincr Puppe in den Handen dcr Feinde seiner Feinde 
degradiert zu werden. Die Tatsachc, daft die wirkliehen Intentionen, die hintcr der INA 
standen, Yon alien Bcrcichcn dcr bffentliehen Meinung in Indicn, cinschlicftlich Nehru, 
dcr cindcutig antifaschistisch war, und sclbst Mahatma Gandhi, anerkannt und gclobt 
wurden, wurdc in dem cimnutigcn Aufwallcn patriotischcr Lcidcnschaft gegen die 
britischc Entschcidung, die Fiihrcr Yor Gcricht zu stcllcn, offenbar. 

Die pragmatische Betonung dcs Tuns gegeniiber dem groften Thcorctisicrcn war seine 
Starke in all scincn Aktionen. Er war bereit, sclbst an den unmoglichstcn Stcllcn nach 
Losungen fiir die Problcmc seines Landes zu suchcn.- Seine Aussage, daft sowohl das 
fascliistischc als auch das kommunistische Programm ihre Vorzugc batten, bedcutet 
nicht, daft er cincm totalitarcn Progranun groften Wert beiuiafi, sohdem nur, daft cr 
annehmbare Punktc in den politischcn Richtlinien zum raschcn wirtschaftlichcn 
Wachstum, die die zwei Systeme Ycrabschicdct hatten, entdeekt hattc. Sein Zwanzig- 
Punkte-Programm zum Wicdcraufbau Indiens und seine Initiative, in Zusammenarbeit 
mit Jawaharlal Nehru das Congress Planning Committee zu schaffcn, waren die 
Yorliiufcr dcr Planning Commission im unabhangigen Indicn und Ycrdcutlichcn die 
Implikationen seiner aktionsorientierten Ideologic. 


t 


Mr.Surya Kumar Bose 
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"Subhas Chandra Bose - the Garibaldi of India” 


I am not a historian and do not profess to be one. But, I have studied an 
exact science, namely Physics and therefore I rely on facts which can be 
proved and on information that is based on objective observation, as far as 
possible, documented by contemporary witnesses of the time. Being a 
member of Bose family I have had access to certain hitherto unpublished 
works of Subhas Chandra Bose. I have had the privilege of acquiring first- 
hand information from my father, Amiy Nath Bose, who was a 
contemporary witness and closely associated with the public and private life 
of Subhas Chandra Bose. I have co-authored my speech with my father. 

I shall quote extensively from documents and writings of such witnesses and 
let the fact speak for themselves and expose certain myths that prevail due 
to organised fabrication and distortion of facts over a long period of time. 
As early as 1926, Subhas Chandra Bose wrote in a book "Pebbles on the 
Seashore”, which is due to be released in India very shortly on the danger 
of racialism in Europe long before the appearance of Nazi racialism. If I 
may say his works on racialism is one of his legacies for Europe. I shall 
quote certain passages from this book to give you an idea about his 
farsightedness and versatility. He was just a freedom fighter par excellence 
but also a politician with sound practical sense and only Indian leader who 
succeeded in unifying people belonging to different religious faiths. 


Subhas Chandra Bose was born on 23 January 1897. He was a 
keen student of Indian and Western philosophy. After 
graduating from Calcutta University, he studied philosophy at 
Cambridge University. He successfully completed the Indian 
Civil Service examination, but he resigned from service to 
join the non-co-operation movement of Mahatma Gandhi (1920— 
1922) . On returning from England he became the chief 
lieutenant of Chittaranjan Das, who had given up his 
flourishing practice as a Barrister to join the non-co- 
operation movement of Gandhi. These efforts met with limited 
success and Gandhi left active politics for the time being. 
C.R.Das formed the Swaraj Party in 1923, soon becoming the 
central figure on Indian politics . The revolutionaries in 
India joined the Swaraj Party, which advocated the 
establishment of a socialist society in India. C.R.Das died 
prematurely in 1925. Gandhi returned to active politics in 
1928. For the first time at the Calcutta session of the 
congress in 1928 Subhas Bose emerged as the leader of the left 
wing movement in India. He soon became an important leader of 
the Congress led by Gandhi. He, However, maintained close 
contact with the revolutionaries all over India. Subhas was 
unanimously elected President of the Congress in 1938. In 
1939, Gandhi's candidate was defeated and Bose was elected 
President of the Congress for the second time. Soon 
differences between them became more pronounced, forcing Bose 


to leave the Congress. War broke out in Europe on 3. September 
1939 . Bose felt that this gave India a unique opportunity t,o 
strike for her freedom. He got in touch with the Soviet 
Government in October 1939 for armed military assistance to 
secure India's freedom, but received no response. He. 
therefore, decided to leave India and ultimately reached 
Berlin in the first week of April 1941 with the assistance of 
the German, Italian and Soviet Governments. 

It was not easy for him to obtain German assistance. He was 
able to bring A.C.N. Nambiar back form Vichy in France, to 
assist him in Germany with the help of Indians living in 
Europe. But it was only in early 1942 that he was permitted to 
use the German broadcasting system for his broadcasts to 
India. He organised a very efficient "Free India Legion" by 
recruiting a substantial number from among the Indian 
prisoners of war. 

When Germany attacked the Soviet Union on 22. June 1941, Bose 
made his views very clear to Wilhelm Keppler, Head of the 
India Section of the Foreign Office and Dr.Woermann, Under- 
secretary of State, that the feelings of the Indian people 
were very decidedly on the Russian side. 

In 1942, Bose realised that his presence in East Asia was 
vital for his struggle, and that his stay in Germany was no 
longer useful. On 23. July 1942, Bose wrote to Ribbentrop 
requesting him to organise his travel to the Far East, with 
the help of the Italian Government in an Italian Air Force 


'"‘■(lane. He wanted to reach the Far East by the first week of 


August 1942. However, according to Nambiar, this plan had fo 
be abandoned as the British Secret Service was informed about 
it by sources in the Italian Foreign Office. 

Ultimately on 8. February 1943, Bose and Abid Hassan boarded 
into a German U-180 submarine and their long journey to East 
Asia began. On 6. May 1943, Bose arrived at Sabin Island naval 
base from where he flew to Tokyo and met a number of Japanese 
Generals, Foreign • Minister Shigemitsu and finally Prime 
Minister Tojo, who became one of his firm supporters. From 


Tokyo he travelled to Singapore, where he assumed the 

leadership of the Indian National Army (INA) and ultimately 

formed the Provisional Government of "Azad Hind" (Free India) 

on 21. October 1943. The was for Indian independence began and 

the INA along with the Japanese forces crossed the Indo-Burma 

front. Col. Shaukat Ali Malik hoisted the Indian national flag 

at Moirang in India, the early onset of monsoon and lack of 

" — 

Japanese air power led to the defeat of INA and the Japanese 
Army in the battle for Imphal and Kohima . 



INA offices and soldiers were brought back to India as 
prisoners of war. The trial of three ]}NA officers started in 


the Red Fort in Delhi on 5. November 1945. As a result of the 
trial, the entire Indian people, irrespective of their 
religion became active supporters of Netaji and his 
revolutionary army. By the end of November 1945, General 
Auchinleck, Commander-in-Chief informed the Viceroy that the 


British Indian Army could no longer be depended upon to 
suppress the Indian revolution. Although Bose was not able, to 
enter India at the head of his army, his endeavours 
constituted a decisive blow in destroying British imperialism 
in India. 


Bose 


Surya Kumar 
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NETAJI AND HIS ROLE FOR INDIAN FREEDOM STRUGGLE FROM GERMANY 

Indians and Germans unravel new facts 

Bonn (IN) - The world-wide popularity of Mahatma Gandhi as Indian Freedom Fighter has 
overshadowed the role of all those aspirants of Indian Independence, who did not accompany 
him on his path of non-violence and opted for military force acquired through foreign 
assistance as their means for Indian Freedom struggle. Netaji Subhash Candra Bose ( 1 897- 
1945) was the leader of these. His association with the axis-powers, Germany, Italy and 
Japan, has brought him the defamation of being a traitor, collaborator and even fascist. 
Eminent and distinguished German and Indian Historians, contemporaries and family 
members of Netaji reflected on this and presented in a symposium a new assessment of 
Netaji’s role. This symposium was organized by the Embassy of India, Bonn in collaboration 
with the Federal Executive Board of Indo-German Society, Stuttgart. Learned speakers were 
Prof. Johannes H. Voigt, Prof. Diethelm Weidemann, Prof. Jurgen Liitt, Prof. Tapan 
Raychaudhuri, Prof. Anita Bose Pfaff (Netaji’s daughter), Dr. Nirode K. Barooah, Dr. 
Rudolf Hartog (Interpreter of 'Indian Legion'), Mr. Surya Kumar Bose (Netaji's Grandne- 
phew) and Mr. Hermann Wien (Submarine machinist and the contemporary of Bose). The 
seminar was chaired by Mr. Gunter Diehl, the war-veteran and the Former Ambassador of 
Federal Republic of Germany to India. 

In their opening remarks, both Indian Ambassador K.S. Rana and the former German 
Ambassador Gunter Diehl asserted that Netaji's ideas were exploited by Hitler. But Netaji 
was a patriot, nationalist and a great source of idealism for India. 

Prof. Raychaudhuri talking about the difference between the Indian and Nazi-German 
patriotism and nationalism pointed out that Netaji's first act of selflessness was to resign 
from the most lucrative career of Indian Civil Services. *He was the first and one of the two, 
who ever resigned from the Indian Civil Services. Thereby Netaji made the biggest sacrifice 
for the cause of Indian Independence, as he did this to join the non-cooperation movement 
of Gandhi. After the non-cooperation movement of Gandhi failed to attain the anticipated 
freedom of India and Gandhi did not disclose his concrete plans for the freedom struggle, 
Netaji joined the Indian insurrection movement, as Weidemann mentioned. This brought 
Netaji initially imprisonment and later also banishment from India. During his exile, he tou- 
red Germany, Austria and Italy. On return to India, he was elected President of Indian 
National Congress. But he failed to convince the Apostle of Non-violence, Gandhi of his 
military programme. Instead he insisted on the re-election as President of Congress. Though 
he defeated Gandhi's candidate in his re-election, he could not gain the support of the right 
wing of the Congress. This was rather shuddered by his admiration for military glamour, 
Machiavellian approach 'Britain's necessity is India's opportunity' and his inclination towards 
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the axis-powers, as their imperialistic aspirations were not hidden from anybody in the world, 
and Hitler's racial fancies were also no secret. Therefore, he was incapacitated in India bj 
the British rulers and the principle of non-violence and of the so called passive resistance 
practised by Gandhi and his Congress-followers. 

That Bose instead spread out his wings towards Germany to realize his dream of 
Indian Independence, aroused suspicion about his intentions, as his ideas about the baseless- 
ness of teutonic and nordic supremacy were not known then, though he penned them down 
as early as 1926 in his book 'Pebbles on the Sea-shore'. This book is due to be released in 
India, Surya Kumar Bose disclosed. Second fact that Bose condemned racialism and Pro- 
British approach of Hitler in his letter to Dr. Thierfelder, German Academy in Munich, was 
also not known at that time. Third fact, Bose never made any concessions in his demand for 
Indian Independence to any foreign power, even if, for example, Hitler did not grant his 
wish to form a provisional Government of 'Free India' in Germany. Fourth and the most 
important fact remains that Bose's associates in Germany were not the Nazis, but the Nazi- 
resisters in the German Foreign Office, e.g. Adam von Trott zu Solz, Ernst von Weizsacker. 
These last two points were highlighted by Raychaudhuri. Under these circumstances, the 
question arises, what help could Netaji get from the Germans. 

According to Weidemann, though Germans initially suspected him to be a British 
agent, as he was very critical about Nazi-regime and German leftists, they helped him escape 
in 1941 from Kabul via Moscow to Berlin with an Italian passport. His escape was a joint- 
venture of Italian and German Foreign Offices in Kabul. Weidemann proved on the basis of 
his tiresome research in the archives that Bose wanted to operate only from Germany, though 
Surya Kumar Bose talked about his plans of going to the Soviet Union. Weidemann disclo- 
sed, that Bose considered Germany to be politically and militarily decisive in case of the 
victory of the axis-powers. 

Bose's activities in Germany included the establishment of Free India Centre in 
Berlin, Radio propaganda from 19th February 1942 onwards and the canvassing of the 
volunteer recruits from the Indian prisoners of war for the 'Indian legion' of the German 
Army. He could invoke enthusiasm for the Indian Independence in around 2000 Indian 
prisoners. Bose and his Indian associates in the Free India Centre enjoyed the diplomatic 
status in the Nazi-Germany. Head of Free India Centre A.C.N.Nambiar also represented 
Independent India as ambassador in Federal Republic of Germany from 1955-1958. Bose's 
achievements in Germany were the foundation of Indo-German Society on 12th September 
1942 in Hamburg in the presence of Ernst v. Weizsacker (Father of the former German 
President Richard von Weizsacker) among others. Surya Kumar Bose brought to the notice 
of the public, that the Indian National Anthem was first time sung on this occasion by the 
Indian legionaries. 'Indian Legion’ of the German Army unified the Indian soldiers irrespec- 
tive of their caste, creed and community. Bose instilled in them the Indian Identity. These 
soldiers, according to Hartog, shared a common kitchen as opposed to separate kitchens in 
the British Indian army. Inspite of its pioneering and innovative role for the unity of Indian 
soldiers, Indian Legion is not known to the Indian army officers, whom Hartog has met. 
Indian Legion was formed in Germany to counter-balance the influence of Indian National 
Army in Japan led by Rash Behari Bose (Netaji 's Brother). The emblem of the Indian legion 
was a tricolour flag with a leaping tiger across. Prof. Paul Thieme, the famous German 
Indologist with many other interpreters developed the language of communication for the 
legionaries, i.e. Hindustani in Roman script. It was emphasized by Hartog among others that 


Netaji opted for this lingua franca to unify the Hindus and Muslims, who spoke the same 
language with the different scripts, Devanagari and Persian. Indian soldiers were commanded 
by the German officers in Hindustani. Bose made the German authorities very clear that the 
Indian legionaries should only be engaged at the Indian Front or on the way to the Indian 
Front and nowhere else. Bose had promised this to the recruits in his canvassing, which led 
later to revolts by legionaries, whenever intended to be employed at other fronts. Most 
important fact, which underlines the independence of Netaji from the Nazi-regime, was that 
he only took loan for his activities in Germany, which he returned back from Singapore. 
This was disclosed by Hartog. Germans not only assisted him in his escape to Berlin, but 
also arranged for him his historic submarine voyage of 30000 sea-miles to Saban islands, 
after Germany lost its Russian Battle. It was noted that Bose also openly opposed the attack 
on the Soviet union. So he can not have been the puppet or collaborator of Nazi-regime, as 
it has been alleged in the past. Even the failure of Bose-Hitler meeting due to the mutual 
misconceptions gives testimony to this fact. 

Bose's role in the South-East Asia was considered to be more significant than in 
Germany, as he could form the provisional Government of Free India on the 21st October 
1943 in Singapore and take over the command of the Indian National Army. This Govern- 
ment of India was recognized by the axis-powers. Bose led his army to the Indian Border, 
where he was defeated by the British Indian army. Despite this defeat, it was stressed by the 
distinguished scholars that he won the battle of Indian liberation, as according to his convic- 
tion, INA-trial at the Red Fort led to the uprisings and mutiny in the British Indian Army, 
Air-Force and Navy in 1946. Surya Kumar Bose revealed Lord Mountbatten's words that 
this mutiny was the real cause for the British to give India the freedom. This shows that 
Bose did succeed in realizing his vision of India's liberation by means of an Indian Army, 
for which his father Janaki Nath Bose had wished him to be the Garibaldi of India. 

The daughter of this Garibaldi, Prof. Pfaff finds it unjust, when her father is only 
seen in opposition to the colonial power and Gandhi. She disclosed his economic program- 
me, his concern for population control and uplift of the women in India. He formed the first 
women's regiment in the Indian Army called 'Rani of Jhansi' led by Lakshmi Swaminathan. 
He advocated for the education of girls in India not for the dowry sake, but for the self- 
reliance of women. So, he was also revolutionary in his dreams of Independent India. 
Therefore, Netaji's impact on the Indian debate about how to keep India together is still felt 
by Gunter Diehl. 


EDITOR: Horst Kollmann 
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THE INDO-EUROPEAN 


INDIAN SCENE IN EUROPE 

Remembering 

Bose 


BONN (TIE) - One would have thought 
that the appeal of the memories of Nctaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, the legendary 
freedom fighter of India, in die hurly-burly 
of today’s world would be a dim one. But 
the seminar organised in Bonn in 
commemoration of die anniversary of die 
formation of the provisional government of 
“ Azad Hind ” by Bose at Singapore (1943) 
j belied expectations by die sizable number 
of people who attended it and die galaxy of 
speakers who analysed his contributions to 
the Indian independence movement. 
Organised by the Indian embassy in Bonn in 
co-operation widi dicIndo-German Society * 
the seminar saw a day-long programme 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Guenter 
Diehl, former German ambassador to India. 
Apdy, Bose’s daughter, Dr. Anita B. Pfaff, 
professor at die University of Augsburg and 
one of the main speakers, drew attention to 
die “ideas and ideals of Nctaji and dicir 
implications for India today” in an interesting 
lecture. 

Stressing that Bose was very much in favour 
of abolishing caste barriers, Dr.Pfaff said 
that lie was also an advocate of doing away 
with separate electorates and bringing 
different communides togedier. It was more 
than wishful thinking to opine diat Bose 
togedier with Mahatma Gandhi would have 
had a far greater impact on the national 
scene than odicrwisc since both did not 
disagree on the goals but rather on die means 
widi which to achieve them. 

Bose’s views on women were very modern, 
rather unusual in Uiosc days, Dr .Pfaff stated. 
He was all for giving them good education 
and opportunities for sports activities, 
strengthening their employment 
opportunities. 

Bose was ncidier a fascist nor a communist 
but a socialist, it was clarified. 

Dr.Tapan Kumar Raychaudhuri of the 
University of Oxford slated dial a full 
appreciation of Nctaji Bose was clouded by 
the fact of his having built up the Indian 
National Army (INA). In the right 
perspective, it was not difficult to appreciate 
the fact that lie followed, in die spirit of the 
Gila, his patriotic duty to fight. His religious 
ideology was influenced by Swami 
Vivekananda, he emphasised. 
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was critical of the indirect 
glorification of the Nazi years. In a 
letter to the editor in a German 
daily, a German participant pointed 
out the ill-advisedness of 
celebrating Bose’s connection with 
Hitler at a time of Nazi revivalism. In 
particular, the glowing testimonials 
to Bose by men like Capt Lutz and 
August Massen became occasions 
for a nostalgic look back at Germany. 

To ofTset it there was his family 
member, Surya Kumar Bose’s 
presentation on the Garibaldi of 
India in which he defends Bose 
against the charge of indifference to 
Nazi racism. He claims that as early 
as 1 926 Bose wrote in a book, 
Pebbles on the sea shore , about the 
danger of racism in Europe. 

Bose tried to unify people 
belonging to different religious 
faiths in India, claims S K Bose. And 
certainly, the Indian Legion for the 
first time did do away with the 
communal determination of 
regimental divisions. 

Bose’s German years, his 
reaching out to the fascist powers is 
a subject still conveniently glossed 
-over by his admirers. Even his 
biographers like Leonard Gordon 
find embarrassing his silence on the 
internal policies of Hitler’s Germany 
or Japan. 


The case of Anita Pffaf 


Netaji’s 
German 
Connection 
Revisited 

A seminar on Subhas Chandra Bose's stay in Nazi Germany, sponsored by 
the Indian Embassy in Bonn, not only led to glorification of an forgettable 
chapter in German history, but ressurrected the debate about NetajVs 
alleged daughter. Rita Manchanda reports 


This was despite the fact that 
Bose’s contact in the German 
Foreign Office was Adam von Trott, 
who throughout the war years was 
secretly engaged in the task of 
overthrowing the regime from 
within. Hitler’s tyranny he feared 
was destroying the best in German 
tradition. In 1944, he was arrested 
for his involvement in an attempt on 
Hitler’s life. But Bose knew nothing 
of these concerns of Tortt, though 
his close associate A C Nambiar, a 
communist, probably did. Not only 
was he close to Trott but spoke up 
for him till he was warned that he 
was in danger of being arrested. 

According to Lenard Gordon, 
Emilie Echenkl was a barrier 
between Bose and the aristocratic 
Foreign Office group around Trott. 
She was a secretary and seen as 
lower middle class. 

T HAT prejudice may have 
something to do with the 
absolute unwillingness by 
Bose’s supporters to accept that the 
supranationalist could have married 
a foreigner. 

Today, Anita Pfaffis an 
established socialist party member 
of the German Parliament. But while 
the Embassy in Bonn may fete her, 
in Calcutta they are not yet ready. 


I T had seemed most natural on 
the part of the Indian Embassy 
in Bonn to sponsor a Seminar on 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 
Germany recently. Bose had been in 
Germany from 1941-43 seeking 
Hitler, Mussolini and finally Tojo’s 
support to overthrow British rule in 
India. 

He had been denounced as a 
"quisling” and an Axis collaborator. 
But that was in the past. Bose had 
long since been officially 
rehabilitated and Cannonised as one 
of the tallest heros of India’s 
Freedom struggle. 

At the October 22 Bonn seminar, 
there was the eminent historian Dr 
Tapan K Raychaudhuri. But the 
seminar was essentially a nostalgia 
trip. Former Capt Wilhelm Lutz of 
the Indian legion and August 
Massen and Herman Wien who 
were crew members of the U 180 
submarine which took bose to Japan 
in March 1943 were present. 

They were eloquent in their 
testimonials. But the star attraction 
was Dr Anita B Pfaff who was hailed 
as the daughter of Subhas Chandra 
Bose at the Seminar. 

The problem was that the Indian 
Embassy in its enthusiasm had 
forgot one thing. In India, it is still a 
matter of passionate dispute 
whether Bose was married to his 
Viennese Secretary Emilie Schenkl 
and had a daughter by her. The 
Forward Bloc, the party which Bose 
founded, fiercely denies that the 
Indian nationalist had married a 
foreigner. 

Only last January, Forward Bloc 
activists in Calcutta burnt copies of 
the Bengali daily. Ananda Bazar 
Patrika because it had carried 


and the absence of witnesses. 
Leonard Gordon in Brothers against 
the Raj quotes Emilie Schenkl telling 
him that Bose and she were secretly 
married in December 1937 in 
Badgastein. Krishna Bose, his 
relative, in an article in the 
Illustrated Weekly in 1972, suggests 
they were married in 1941, 

"Emilie Schenkel says that the 
marrige between Germans and 
foreigners was not encouraged by 
the Nazi regime. It was discreetly 
suggested to her to break off the 
relationship. When they were 
eventually married during the War 
they avoided some of the difficulties 
by getting married according to 
Hindu rites. 

Confusing matters still further is 
Bose’s close associate in Germany, A 
C N.Nambiar’s equivocal comment: ' 
“1 cannot state anything definite of 
the marriage. Came to know of it a 
good while after the end of the last 
War. I am aware of the deep 
attachment Bose had for Frau 
Schnekl... (and) responsibility he 
shared in regard to his daughter. In 
the extraordinary circumstances in 
which Bose lived in Europe around 
the time of the birth of the child, he 
was anxious to see the marriage not 
receive any publicity”. 

There is however a posthumous 
letter to Sarat Bose, his brother 
which says Emilie Schenkl is his wife 
and Anita his daughter. But it has 
not laid the controversy to rest. Not 
surprisingly, then that the Indian 
Embassy in Bonn has belatedly , 
woken up to the fact that publicity in 
the Indian press may not be 
desirable. ' 

For that matter publicity in the 
German press about the Seminar 


Bose’s letters to Emilie Schenkl with 
the opening, “My dear”, as proof of 
his special attachment to her. Bose 
and Schenkl had corresponded 
regularly from August 1936 to 
October 1937. In Berlin, they lived 
together from 1941 to 1943. 

But the Forward Bloc is adamant 
— there was no liason. "If he (Netaji) 
had been married and had a 
daughter, why then in Singapore did 
he say to the men of the INA that 


Anita Pffaf 

there was nothing behind him or 
before him, just his committment to 
India and them”, a Forward Bloc 
activist questioned. Anita Pfaff has 
visited Calcutta hut according to 
Forward Bloc sources, she has not 
be officially recieved by the Left 
Front Government. 

Much of the mystery turns on the 
confusion over the date of a wedding 
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SHRI MAN JAY LAL: 
Will the Minister 


/h_, ^1- 

of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 1 


be pleased to state - 

(a) whether the ashes of Hetaji Subhash Chandra Bose is kept in 
Renkoji Buddhist temple m Tok>o, 


(b) if so, the details thereof: 


ha?f been°u«ln8 « country to 

bring back the ashes to India, 

(d) whether any steps are being taken by the Government 
back the ashes of Nefaji; 

(e) if so, the details thereof; and 

(f) if not, the reasons theretor ■■ 


ANbWEfL 
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( SHRI R ■ L ■ 
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BHATIA) 


reported' Vo ’ ha?e ' died ' 

Vi'idv was cremated two ua.vs iat-r anu. - - * ~ . • _ - . 

bod} , , ort ntained at the Renkoji Buud,^ . 


(b), CO, (d), <e> & (£) Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 


was 


1945. Hi 


body was cremated two days iati 
The' ashes have since been maintained a 
Temple m Naka.no , lokyo. 


Renkoji Buddhis ^ 


Two Commissions of Enquiry 


were appointed by The Government of 

- • xi ^ rwn e i' OT; 


fSSSit&tt u^in*" 1956 was 

ssss vKris ^ "Var?ii; s *11% 

brother bhrl S C a „ the Renkoji 

met .as a© .*u „ Howev letaii s br r Shri b.c. 

Temple were tlict > . -r ^070 Justice G.D* 

conoiudiS^t tea ket iod f d in 


the 
been 
been 

-- . v.-« 11£ t>>+ h^pk to India, with all reverence 

tr 5 honeurtfbe fitting a'man of "the stature of Metaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose." However, many people, including Hetajl s 


still doubt th< 


event of Netaji s reported death and question 


^ ie 

44 ._ o-f the ashes. In^ Japan itself, where the ashes are 

Tw there have been repeated requests from the Renkoji temple 
lodge a, " . + -, = 0 -p Netaji for the ashes to return to 

f ,d Japanese U's dEtta is charged with emotion and 
Ar ‘ < ? 1 !* e remain divided. Government of India is of the view thao 
g ”tiSg STShS&h to India in absence of a consensus on the 
issue might prove divisive and create tensions. 
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Return of NetajVs 
ashes inadvisable 


Nrw Delhi, Miiy l'>: Hip g ov 
inuiritl is of llic view I linl biltig 
ng ihe ashes of Nelaji Subhnsh 
Chandra Bose to India in the 
absence of a consensus, might 
)rovc adverse and create tension, 
ninistcr of state for external 
affairs R.L. Bhatia told the Lok 
Snbha on Monday. 

'Ihe ashes arc at present kept in 
the Renkoji Buddhist temple in 
Tokyo. Mr Bhatia said the issue 
}f Netaji’s death was one charged 
with emotion and opinions 
remain divided. 

He said Nelaji Bose was rejxjrt- 
ed to have died in Taipei (Tai- 
wan), on August 18, 1945. 

His body was cremated two 
days later and the ashes were car- 
ried to Japan. 

The ashes had since been main- 
tained in the Buddhist temple in 
Tokyo. 

Two committees were appoint- 
ed by the Indian government to 
i enquire into Netaji’s death in an 
; air crash on August 18, 1945. 

The first committee, set up in 


1 95fi ( was headed by the late 
Shah Nawaz Khan and included 
Netaji \s elder brother, Mr S.C. 
Bose. The majority opinion held 
that Nctaji died in the air crash 
and the ashes at the temple were 
Netaji’s. However, Mr S.C. Bose 
gave a dissenting opinion. 

In 1970, the one-person Justice 
G.D. Khosla Committee also 
concluded that the casket lodged 
in the Renkoji temple contained 
the ashes of Netaji. 

There is some talk of a third 
inquiry committee being consti- 
tuted. 

There have also been moves to 
have the ashes brought bnck to 
India with the honour befitting a 
man of the Nctaji’s stature. How- 
ever, many people, including his 
nephews, still doubt that Nelaji 
died in the air crash and question 
the veracity of the ashes. 

In Japan, there have been 
repealed requests from the 
Renkoji temple and Japanese 
associates of Netaji to return the 
ashes to India. (UNI). 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


Reference above. Mr. Kojirna, No. 2 in the Japanese 
Embassy in Delhi called me today to ask for a copy of the 
Minister's statement which after checking with JS (Coordination) 

I have forwarded to him. The Copy of the reply by MOS (RLE) is 
enclosed. JS (Coordination) had confirmed that since such 
replies are public documents we have absolutely no difficulty in 
giving these copies if sought by Japanese Embassy. Mr. Kojirna 
also enquired about Third Inquiry Committee to which I mentioned 
that our Minister's statement only refers to some talk of such 
Committee by the public, which is reflected in this reply. He 
evinced interest in this matter enquired if Third Committee 

is being set up to which I replied, I am not aware of any such 
proposal . 


Submitted for information please. 
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(Yoghshwar Varma) 
Director (EA) 

£©. 05 . 95 




A 




■iNAT ARRFTj QITKSTIQii IWi .lLZZ. 


/ 



-1-4- 


FAIRS Jl?l 


7553 . SHE I MAN JAY LAL*. 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL, At* 

be pleased *to st,ate * 

(a) whether the ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is kept in 
Renkoji Buddhist tempie m 1 oriyo . 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 
bring back the ashes to India, 

cd) whether any steps are being taken by the Government to bring 
back the ashes ot Netaji; 

(e) if so, the details thereof; and 

(f) if not, the reasons therefor v 


^77J< Fvfr 


ANSWER 

gSgMTMtaTm n» fiTATK 1H THE 

mthtsthv F.'i!Tr aMA '- affaikq 

( SHE I E • h ■ BHA 1 I A 

, . , K x r -x , .4 •, (f .\ Sr (f) Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was 

U) rtpfi *o'havp' died' in Taipei (Taiwan) on August IS, 1945. His 

Temple in Nakano , Tokyo. 

Tmo commissions of Enquiry were appointed by The Government ot 
India' n question of Netaji's death in the tu era on 

18 1945. The first Enquiry Committee set up in .956 -as 

hefded by late Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and included Netaji s elder 
5 , ri s c. Bose. The majority opinion was that Ne.ajl 
brotne- ^nrj. ■ , , -i-v,-.+ AeVips si-, the Renkoji 

met his death in the aircrash and wia. o-ae a.w.t - 

m^rnrrle w-re that of Netaji. however, Netaji o btrx d.o . 

dissenting view. In 1970, the one-man Justice G.D. 
Kh-sle* Committee also concluded that the casket lodged m the 
£$££« Temple " contained the ashes of Retail. There have been 
attempts 1 to have a new enquiry instituted. There, nave also been 

s 1 . -*“>■?=> oohpct ft'FOU jS'hb bSCiv T/*J xHO. JLC i? x li -5-ii i •-'l - 

:?d h“oSr as SeHtting a man of the stature of Netaji Subhash 
rh.rdrs Bose However, many people, including Hetaji s nephews, 
«t??l doubt the event, of Hetaji ‘s reported death and question tne 
veracity of the ashes. In Japan itself, where the ashes aie 
lodged^ there have been _ repeate^requests^fro^the Benkoj^temple 


and Japanese associates 


mese associates vi , ... , „ 

Tr .hi_ The issue of Netaji s death is charged with emotion and 

opinions remain divided. Government of India is ot the view^tha.t 
bringing the ashes back to India in absence of a consensus on — 
Issue might prove divisive and create tensions. 






MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 

EAST ASIA DIVISION 


Mo. c/I 25/1 4/95-JP Dt. 31/5/95 

Subject:- Lok Sabha Unstarred Question Mo. 7553 answered 
on 29/5/95 regarding Ashes of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 


Dear Mission, 


We are sfoding herewith copies of the texts of 
the above mentioned Lok Sabha question arid anseer for 
your information and record. 


Yours ever, 

, , / 

Ministry. 


The Embassy of India, 
Tokyo. 





Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi 

Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha) 




1995 


Dear Shri Mukherjee, 


The history of the last days of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose is still unsolved and there are many in this country who 
believe that all the facts regarding these fateful days of 1945 
pertaining to Netaji are not yet known. 

2. Immediately after the alleged air-crash in former 

Formosa/ Genl. Mac Arthur/ the Chief of the US Pacific Army/ 
Adml. Mountbatten/ the Chief of the S.E. Asian Allied Army and the 
UK Counter Intelligence conducted three separate enquiries on the 
incident. Later/ it is believed the Chiang Kai Shekh Govt. of 
Taiwan also conducted a separate enquiry to verify the facts 
about the incident involving Netaji. All these four reports are 
with their respective governments. As far as I know/ Govt, of 
India have not made any effort to procure those documents. Those 
Governments have also not made them public so far. Our own 
efforts in the form of Khosla Commission of Inquiry were not 
satisfactory. 




3. Next year i.e. in 1996, I hope the nation will be 

observing the Centenary celebrations of the great son of India 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. It will be in the fitness of things 
if the four enquiry reports, referred to above are procured by 
Govt, of India from the respective Governments and published for 
)the information of the Indian people. In continuation to this 
effort it will also be useful to find out from the Russian 
Government about the material they have in their archives because 
it was widely believed that Netaji after August, 1945 had taken 
political asylum in the USSR. 


4. I should be grateful if you would kindly give a thought 
to the points made above and let me know your reaction. I will 
eagerly await your response. 


With kind regards, 


Shri Pranab Mukherjee 
Minister for External Affairs, 
Govt, of India, 

South Block, 

NEW DELHI., 


Yours sincerely 



(MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI) 


'Angiras', 9/10-A, Tagore Nagar, Anukul Banerji Road, Allahabad-21 1 002 □ Phone : 601 008 
22. Gurdwara Rakab Ganj Road, New Delhi-110 001 □ Phones : 3711772, 3718444 


v 


5 


'Y > /§/ 



tt n*ii 



f^s»T 

W 

Minister of External Affairs 
India 


23 June 1995 
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I have received your letter dated 29th May 1995 
regarding Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


I am having the matter looked into. 



Yours sincerely. 



(PRANAB MUKHERJEE) 

Y 


Shri Murli Manohar Joshi 
Member of Parliament(RS) 

22, Gurdwara Rakab Ganj Road 
NEW DELHI 110 001 


Copy along with 
original forwarded 
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necessary action. 
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letter under reference in 
to Foreign Secretary for 
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(Oniita- Paul ) 
OSD to EAM 
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No . 


July 1995 


I am writing in continuation of my letter 
No . V. 515/EAM/95 of June 23 regarding your suggestions 
relating to the centenary celebrations of Neta j i Subhash 
Chandra Bose. As the subject matter falls within the 
purview of the Ministry of Home Affairs, I am bringing 
your letter to the notice of the Home Minister. 


Yours sincerely, 


( Pranab Mukherjee ) 


Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi 
Member of Parliament 
(Rajya Sabha) 

22, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road 
New Delhi - 110001. 


N.O.O. 


Copy to Shri S.B. Chavan, Home Minister, along 
with the copy of Dr. Muri^P Manohar Joshi' s letter under 
reference . 


( Pranab Mukherjee ) 
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Minister of External Affairs 
India 


4 July 1995 
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I am writing in continuation of my 
letter of 23 June regarding your suggestions relating 
to the centenary celebrations of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. As the subject matter falls within 
the purview of the Ministry of Home Affairs, I am 
bringing your letter to the notice of the Home 
Minister. s\ 


Yours sincerely, 



( PRANAB MUKHERJEE ) 


Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi 
Member of Parliament 
(Rajya Sabha) 

22, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road 
New Delhi - 110001 
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TO 

W 

Minister of External Affairs 
India 


4 July 1995 


I am writing in continuation of my 


letter of 23 June regarding your suggestions relating 
to the centenary celebrations of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. As the subject matter falls within 
the purview of the Ministry of Home Affairs, I am 
bringing your letter to the notice of the Home 
Minister. 


Yours sincerely. 


Sd/- 

( PRANAB MUKHERJEE ) 


Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi 
Member of Parliament 
(Rajya Sabha) 

22, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road 
New Delhi - 110001 


\/Copy to Shri S.B. Chavan, Home Minister, along 
with the copy of Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi’s letter 
under reference. 



( PRANAB MUKHERJEE ) 










Netaji’s remains can’t 
be brought back: Rao 
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Tarun Basu 

Kuala Lumpur 


PRIME MINISTER P V Narasimha 
Rao on Thursday told an old free- 
dom fighter here that the 
remains of Netaji Suhhas 
Chandra Bose could not be 
brought back to India from Japan 
because “there is a political party 
that still thinks that he is alive.” 

Dato S G Gill, a 71 -year old Sikh 
businessman, got up at the end of 
Mr Rao’s lunch with Malaysian 
businessmen at Hotel Concorde 
to ask why Bose’s remains were 
still in Tokyo and why the Indian 
Government was not making any 
efforts towards taking them over 
half a century after his death. He 
said INA patriots and their proge- 
nies had been pursuing this 
demand for a long time. 

Mr Rao said he had visited the 
place in Tokyo where Netaji’s 
remains were kept and had spok- 
en to the old couple who were 
doing a great service to India by 
preserving them. “But my real 
difficulty is that there is a politi- 
cal party, the Forward Bloc, 
which still thinks that Netaji Sub- 
has Chandra Bose is alive.” 

“How do you think of the 
remains of a person who is still 
supposed to be alive? It is not an 


easy matter. There is a whole lot 
of emotional overtones to the 
issue,” Mr Rao said. 

But Mr Rao hoped that there 
would be a time in the not too dist- 
ant future when the controversy 
would end and it would be possi- 
ble to bring his remains back. 

He assured Mr Gill that all 
necessary steps were being tak- 
en for the proper preservation of 
the remains. 

Mr Gill later told IANS that his 
work as an INA activist in then 
Malaya was to assemble and con- 
ceal radio transmitters and 
receivers inside musical instru- 
ments like the harmonium to 
keep in contact with INA activists 
in India during early days of the 
resistance against British rule. 

He said INA activists here ran 
Azad Hind Schools at which litte- 
ratueurs like Sarat Chandra Chat- 
terjee were alumni at one time. 
His brother, Amrik Singh Gill, 
was sentenced to death for sub- 
versive activity by the British 
which was then commuted to life 
imprisonment. 

Mr Gill, a second generation 
Malaysian, is chairman of a num- 
ber of companies, including 
Godrej (Malaysia). 

IANS 
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ndian tempers rise over recall o 



Pratap Chakravarty 

Agence France-Presse 
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NEW DELHI — Export houses here are up 
in amis against a US campaign for the 
Recall of 250,000- Indian skirts from the US 
market, saying it is aimed at slurring the 
gauzy garments and other local textile 
products. 

An Indian delegation left for Washington 
this week to counter the US Consumer 
Product Safety Commission’s campaign to 
recall the rayon skirts from American 
retailers nationwide on the grounds they arc 
a fire hazard. 

The delegation will tell the US officials 
of the efficacy of India’s textile industry 
and reassure consumers of the quality of the 
skirts, now in disrepute, because of the 
campaign, officials said. 

“We have too much at stake. We can’t 
ignore this nasty tirade,” said DK Nayar, 
director of the Apparel Exports Promotion 
Council (AEPC).. 

Textiles account for more than a quarter 


of India’s total overseas sales, which in the 
last fiscal year amounted to S22 billion, and 
are the single largest item in the export 
basket. 

The AEPC, an apex government forum 
which regulates textile exports, has accused 
the United States of using the skirts issue to 
impose protectionist barriers ahead of the 
progressive dismantling of quota systems in 
the post-Gatt era. 

“The skirts are just a ploy to set up anti- 
import measures,” Nayar said of the US 
consumer commission’s Aug 12 allegations 
that a fire started by a single match could 
consume one of the gauzy skirts in three 
seconds. 

The controversial skirls sell for between 
$6 and $80, and most are marked “Made in 
India” under the existing quota system. 

“We don’t expect American girls to be 
stupid enough to go near a fire wearing 
these dresses,” the executive quoted a 
letter written by a US importer of the ankle- 
length Indian skirts as saying. 

India has ordered exporters to dispatch 


rayon skirts to the United States or 
elsewhere only after subjecting them to 
flammability tests. 

India’s textile exports between April and 
June this year reached $883.26 million 
against $676.13 million in the correspond- 
ing period in 1993-94. The jump marked a,* 
growth of 30.06 per cent in overseas sales. 

Textile exports last year touched $7.9 
billion, a 20.8 per cent rise over sales in 
fiscal 1992-93. 

Last June, India achieved 23 per cent of 
its $10 billion target set for 1994-95’s 
overseas sales of its textiles, yarn fabrics, 
clothing, handicrafts, jute and coir materi- 
als. 

“But this tirade has now scared Ameri- 
can consumers away from all Indian 
products,” said Apparel Export Manufac- 
turers’ Association president Sharikar Ma~ 
zumdar. 

Mazumdar said Indian garment manufac- 
turers would have to spend at least. three 
million dollars to woo back American 
women to Indian boutiques. 
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Netaji ’ 

VljaySlmha 
New Delhi 


FOR THE next seven days, about 
three lakh people in the country 
will be pondering over an issue 
that has been bothering them for 
some years now: How to observe 
August 18, the day Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose was reported to 
have been killed 50 years ago in 
an air crash in Taiwan. 

The three lakh people are all 
members of the Forward Bloc, a 
Leftist party founded by Subhas 
Bose in 1939, who still wonder 
what actually happened on that 
fatefufcday half a century ago. 

The Forward Bloc does not con- 
sider the plane crash in which 
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s ‘death’ mystery still haunts Forward Bloc 


Netaji is “alleged to have died” 
as conclusive proof and has held 
successive Indian governments 
guilty of not probing the crash. 

The charge is still being levell- 
ed but there has been a change in 
the Forward Bloc’s perception: 
From the initial insistence that 
Netaji is alive, the party now 
refuses to commit itself to whe- 
ther Subhas Bose is alive or dead. 

And this question is one of the 
issues to be taken up by the For- 
ward Bloc’s central committee 
which is meeting on August 12 
and 13 in the Capital. 

"The party has not passed any 
resolution on whether Netaji is 
alive or dead. We will discuss the 
issues arising out of Prime Mini- 
ster P V Narasimha Rao’s state- 


ments on this in Malaysia,” said 
Mr Chitta Basu, Forward Bloc’s 
general secretary. 

Mr Basu was referring to the 
Prime Minister’s light-hearted 
banter over the issue in an inter- 
face with Malaysian businessm- 
en at Kuala Lampur during his 
visit there last week. 

At the interface, a Malaysian- 
Indian, who was associated with 
the Indian freedom struggle, won- 
dered why India was not bringing 
back Netaji’s ashes from Japan, 
when Japan was willing to part 
with it. 

Mr Narasimha Rao is reported 
to have said there was a “genui- 
ne difficulty” in bringing back 
Netaji’s remains. He added: "In 
India, there is a political party 


which believes Netaji Is still alive. 
And the ashes cannot be of a liv- 
ing person.” 

Mr Rao explained that the For- 
ward Bloc’s belief of Netaji being 
alive had emotional overtones 
and it was not easy for the 
Government to act on it. Mr Rao 
hoped that after some years, 
nobody will be able to make 
claims about Netaji being alive. 

All this has angered the For- 
ward Bloc. “The Prime Minister 
has done wrong. I am not saying 
that Netaji is either alive or dead. 
All I am asking is for a Govern- 
ment probe into Netaji’s disappe- 
rance. As an Indian patriot I have 
& right to know what happened 
during his last days," said Mr 
Basu. 


The Fbrwara Bloc refers to for- 
mer Prime Minister Morarji 
Desai’s statement in Parliament, 
in 1977-78, that Netaji's death 
has "no conclusive proof 

"Therefore, we are asking for 
a probe on the basis of the eviden- 
ce with the Government. They 
must seek the material available 
in the war archives of Japan, 
Burma, USA, UK, Singapore and 
the erstwhile USSR," Mr Basu 
said 

Even the Encyclopaedia 
Brittanica and the Who Was Who 
of eminent Indians have treated 
the issue with caution. Both say 
Netaji "reportedly" died in a 
plane crash. While the Brittanica 
says Bose, who was born on 
January 23, 1897, died on August 


19, 1945. the Indian book lists his 
death a day earlier. If he ware 
alive, he would be 98 years old. 

The man on whom the dilem- 
ma centres was a revolutionary 
whose role in the freedom strug- 
gle was different from that of 
Mahatma Gandhi Bose’s 
methods were mostly military 
and he founded the Azad Hind 
Fauj (Indian National Army). 

The two leaders parted ways in 
1939 after Bose was re-elected 
Congress president defeating 
Gandhi's nominee. But the "rebel 
president" chose to quit citing 
lack of support from Gandhi. 

Despite their differences, Gan- 
dhi caUed Bose "a patriot of 
patriots". 


...... wuoi no ui r\M ivio 

upto 1.00 P.M. on ail working days 
and upto 11.30 A.M. Saturdays or in 
the shape of deposit at call receipts 
or demand draft drawn in favour of 
the Director, All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences, New Delhi-29. 
The cash receipt of th All MS or 
deposit at call receipt or demand 
draft should be attached with tender 
documents. Tender form with 
details of conditions can be had 
from the office of Executive Engi- 
neer (A/C) AIIMS upto 1.00 P.M. on 
any working day upto 22.8.95 on 
payment of Rs. 500/-(Non refunda- 
ble) to be deposited with the cashier 
of the Institute. Income Tex clearan- 
ce certificate and enlistment docu- 
ment will have to be produced befo- 
re the tender document are given to 
the intending tenderer. Tenders are 
open to the specialised firms who 
have successfully completed at 
least two similar jobs in Govt, cost- 
ing not less than 60% of the estimat- 
ed cost of work 
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(HARBHAJAN SINGH) 
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (A/C) 


appearance of Em 
husband, Jack, a I 
never-do-well guy. Ho| 
back into her life, he n 
the ranch. 

How the triangle is n 
with Emma leaning tow 
phy all the time? 

The film took 55 day 
on location with a buc 
million. 

Cast: Sally Field (tl 
winning actress as 
James Gamer (MurpN 
Brian Kerwin (Bobb 
Corey Haim (Jake 
Emma’s son), Dennis 
Georgann Johnson, 
Duckworth, etc. “ — * 

At 1 0.40 pm Metro (Cl 

AKALMAND (Hinc 
directed by N S Rajbl 
remake of a hit Telugu 
harath has also written 
story and screenplaj 
Khan, who has written 
spirited dialogue, has 
role which lightens the IS 
ous proceedings. 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome,' 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 
Fax: 03(3234)4866 

August 25, 1 995 
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Please refer to the correspondence concerning the 
ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. As you are aware, 
a memorial service is held every year on August 18, which 
is the death anniversary of Netaji. This ceremony is 
normally attended by Minister (Consular) in the Embassy. 




2. I attach a copy of a note recorded by Minister 
(Consular) after he attended this year's ceremony. You will 
notice that the remarks by the Priest and others confirm our 
assessment sent earlier that there should be no problem in 
continuing to keep the ashes in their present location till 
other arrangements can be made. 



YiS' "■ 



hri T.C.A. Rangachari, 
Joint Secretary (EA), 
VMinistry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 



On Aug. 18, 1995, I attended the memorial service at the 
Renkoji Temple organised by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy 
to mark the 50th death anniversary. It may be recalled that the 
organisers had called last year's memorial service as the 50th 
memorial service "as per the calculations of the Buddhist tradi- 
tion.” This year's ceremony also was called the 50th memorial 
service. On my casual query with the organisers, they replied 
with a smile. It appears that the "Buddhist tradition was used 
by Mr. Hayashi , Secretary of the Academy, last year to support 
his announcement that last year's memorial service was going to 
be the last service - being the 50th memorial service. 

2. The memorial service was held at 1 p.m. in the main temple 
and was conducted by Rev. Mochizuki, son of late Rev. Mochizuki 
who had received Netaji 's ashes at this temple. About 50 persons 
attended the service this year like in previous years. Only last 
year the attendance was about 70 because of the announcement that 
that was going to be the last memorial service. After the con- 
clusion of the memorial service at about 2 p.m. all the 50 per- 
sons moved to a hall where speeches were delivered by members of 
the Subhash Chandra Bose Academy and other guests. The speeches 
mostly related to reminiscenes of their association with Netaji 
and INA as most of the members of the Academy had known Netaji 
personally and remember Netaji with great personal regard and af- 
fection. Towards the end of the function, I was also asked to 
speak a few words. In a brief speech, I thanked Rev. Mochizuki, 
Mr. Hayashi and other functionaries of the Academy for organising 
the function. I pointed out that the function organised this 
year witnessed much more enthusiasm and dynamism among the mem- 
bers of the Academy. As desired by the Ambassador, I also in- 
formed the audience that our Foreign Minister Shri Pranab 
Mukerjee is planning to visit Tokyo on the invitation of the 
government of Japan and he may like to visit Renkoji Temple 
sometime during Sept. 6-8, 1995. I added that detailed programme 
will be communicated to Mr. M. Hayashi as and when finalised. 

3. Mr. M. Hayashi, Secretary of the Academy, stated in his 
speech that members of the Academy were very hopeful that 
Netaji 's ashes will be repatriated with honour to India before 
his birth centenary falling in 1997. He referred to a letter 
received by Mr. T. Shimoda, a member of the Academy from one 
Mr.L. Joychandra Singh, a journalist of Imphal (Manipur, India) 
who had visited Renkoji Temple, Tokyo, about 4 years ago. He 
requested Mr. Shimoda to read out the letter. Mr. Shimoda dis- 
tributed copies of the letter (at Appendix A) to several members 
of the audience along with a press clipping from 'The Telegraph' 
dt. Aug. 4, 1995 (at Appendix B) covering our Prime Minister's 
reply given in Kuala Lumpur to an old freedom fighter "on the 
question of bringing back the remains of Netaji to India". Mr. 
Shimoda explained to the audience the differing opinions held in 
India about the death of Netaji and pointed out Mr. L. 
Joychandra Singh's proposal that one Russian language knowing 
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person of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy, Japan, should 
accompany Mr. Singh to Moscow to read the documents about the 
death of Netaji. Mr. Hayashi replied to this proposal on behalf 
of the members of the Netaji Academy. He asserted that all the 
members of the Academy believed beyond doubt that Netaji 's ashes 
are kept at Renkoji Temple and anything else is a rumour. He 
added that in view of this belief Joychandra Singh's proposal 
made no sense and deserved no consi derat i on . 

4. Like previous years, the function was attended by TV and 
press reporters. The names of two TV reporters who met me are 
enclosed. While I was coming out of the temple after the func- 
tion, TV Tokyo reporter asked me two questions in front of the TV 
camera. One question related to the government of India's posi- 
tion regarding the issue of repatriation of Netaji ' s ashes to In- 
dia. I replied that this issue was still under considerion of 
the government of India and there was nothing new which I could 
add. The second question related to whether our Foreign Minis- 
ter is definitely visiting the Renkoji Temple. I replied that 
the programme of the Foreign Minister's visit is still being 
finalised and we will come to know of his detailed programme in 
due course. 

5. Though Gaimusho officials have always been invited in the 
past, they have not been attending this function during the last 
few years. This year Director, South-West Asia Division, Mr. 
Yoshihiko Kamo, and Mr. Masaharu Shimuzu also of the same Divi- 
sion, visited the temple for about half-an-hour while the 
memorial service was in progress. They came after the memorial 
service had started and left before it ended. After the service 
I came to know of their presence. Later I talked to Mr. Shimuzu 
on phone who said that they wanted to see the condition of the 
temple in the context of the impending visit of our Foreign Min- 
ister. He added that they found the temple in good condition. 

6. During my informal talk with members of the Academy I 
gathered that most of the members are very enthusiastic about 
continuing the memorial service. Even Rev. Mochizuki is reported 
to have told members of the Academy that if members of the 
Academy are not in a position to continue this serive due to 
their old age at any future stage, he would be happy to carry out 
the serive every year. Other members like Mr. Okuda, Managing 
Director, Saudi Arabia Airlines, Tokyo, Mr. Kawamura who was 
formerly running a public accounts office expressed that memorial 
service will never stop. 



Submitted for information 



(Bhushan Jain) 
Minister 
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no^- 0091—385—225544, Prajatantra Imphal 
0091 — 385 — 222936 
0091-385—220471 


Phone 


<220147 [o] 
4 221538 fo] 
(220471 [R] 


Tele — PRAJATANTRA, IMPHAL. PRAJATANTRA BUILDING S 

IMPHAL. MANIPUR. INDIA. 


Imphal 7 Aug 1995. 


Dear Mr. T. Shimoda, 


Our Prime Minister is very much willing to bring the 
"Remains" of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose from- Japan to India. 
He expressed his desire at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 3rd 
August 1995 to Mr. S. G. Gill. The newspaper cutting of it 
is enclosed herewith. 

Mr- Chitta Basu, MP, General Secretary, Forward Bloc 
who came to me-at Imphal twice requested me to confirm the 
death of Hetaji on 18 August 1945 at Taipei from Russia. 


My friend in Germany Mr. Elite Wijithapala wrote me a 
letter that the documents of the death of Metaji has been 
lying at, . 

USSR, RSFSR 
Maly Karetny 12 
I03I5I Moscow 
MEMORIAL 
Phone - 299H80 

I have been trying to visit Moscow for the. last 2-3 
years, but I can't do so because I cannot go alone'- there. 

I want to accompany a person who knows Russian language very 
fluently. 

7/ould you kindly consider to request to some - 
important member of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose Academy, 

Japan to find out the possibility of visiting there (Moscow) 
to study War Records connected with Taipei plane crash. 


P.T.O 


Fax. NO.— 0091—385—225544, Prajatantra Imphal 
0091-385-222936 
0091-385-220471 

Tele —PRAJATANTRA, IMPHAL. PRAJATANTRA BUILDINGS 

IMPHAL. MANIPUR. INOIA. 

( 2 > 

Once we got' the confirmation of the death of Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose, I think the forward Bloc which has been 
objecting bringing of the "Remains" (ashes) of Subash 
Chandra Bose to India will not object it. 

I shall be very grateful, if you kindly consider to 
discuss this' matter with the important members of the 
Subash Chandra Bose Academy to find out the ways and means 
for visiting Moscow to study the War Records and locate the 
documents of the death of N'etaji from Russian side. 

An early comment or views on this subject will be 
highly appreciated. 

With kind regafds, 


JOYCHANDRA SINGH 


Phone 


5 220147 [o] 
221538 [o] 
220471 [R] 


( 


Yours sincerely 

L. Joychandra Singh ) 



Following renewed Ihreals by terrorist aroups and the recent bomb blasts In Jammu city, the administration has 
decided to deploy nearly 40,000 |awm drawn Irom the Army, DSF, CRPF and the J & R Police for the smooth 
conduct of the AmarnathVatra, which started on Aug. 1st from Jammu. 

Security Forces are already sotting up Chock Post and Bunkers all along the 49 km track Irom Pahalgam to the Holy 

Shrine, situated a height of more than 12,464 It. _ * 

The Army. has at sojormed special 'Crack Teams*, -The -devotees will be 'escorted by army troops. 
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Rao on Netaji’s ‘remains’ 


KUALA LUMPUR, Aug. 3. - 
The Prime Minister, Mr P. V. 
Narasimha Rao, today told an 
old freedom fighter here that the 
“remains” of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose could not be 
brought back to India from Japan 
because “there is a political 
party that still thinks that he Is 
alive". 

Mr S. G. Gill, a 71-ycar old 
Sikh businessman, got up at the* 
nd of Mr Rao's lunch with 
vlalaysian businessmen at Hotel 
Concorde to ask why Bose’s 
“remains” were still in Tokyo 
and why the Indian Government 
was not making any efforts 
towards taking them over half a 
century after his “death". He 
said 1NA patriots and thoir 
progenies had been pursuing 
this demand for a long time. 


From.TARUN BASU 

Mr Rao said he had visited the t 
place in Tokyo ( where Notoji's 
"remains" wore kept and had 
spoken to tho old couple who 
wore doing a great service to 
India by preserving them. "But 
my real difficulty is that there is 
a political parly, the Forward 
Bloc, which still thinks that 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is 
alive. 

“How do you think of tho 
’remains' of a person who is still 
supposed to be alive? It is not 
not an easy matter. There is a 
whole lot of emotional overtones 
to the issue", Mr Rao said to 
laughter. 

But Mr Rao hoped that there 
would be a time in the not too 
distant future when the con- 
troversy would end and it would 
be possible to bring his 


“remains” back. Meanwhile, he 
assured Mr Gill that all" ne- 
cessary steps wore being taken 
for the proper preservation of 
the “remains". 

Mr Gill later said his work as 
on INA activist in then Malaya 
was to assemble and conceal 
radio transmitters and receivers 
inside musical instruments like 
the harmonium to keep in con- 
tact with INA activists in India. 

He said INA activists here ran 
Azad Hind Schools which was 
attended by writers like Sarat 
Chandra Chatleriec. His brother. 
Amrik Singh Gill, was sentenced 
to death for subversive activities 
by the British which was then 
commuted to life imprison- 
ment. 

— India 

Abroad News Service. 


ul 

m> 

fni 

IT 


wl 

1 

& 

In. 

im 

Ill* 

cri 

|)t 

CO 

Jl ; 

C«| 

r 

Ivi 

t( 

al 

lr 

II 

in 

tl 


A< 

111 

? 

C( 

Ul 


* — 


TTOKYO 12 


MAMI 1SHIKAWA 

international division 

NEWS DEPARTMENT 

TELEVISION TOKYO CHANNEL 12. LTD. 

4-3-12. TORANOMON. MINATO-KU. PHONE 1031 5473 - 3256 

TOKYO. JAPAN. *fl05-12 TLX J20475 TWELVETV. 

CABLE TWELVETV. 
FAX (031 5473 . 3447 


NAOKO SAITO 

OFFICE TWO-ONE INC. 


% TV-ASAHI 

1-1-1 ROPPONGI, MINATO-KU. TOKYO. 106 JAPAN 
PHONE : (03) 3507-5766 
FAX ! (03) 3506-6030 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 


T.C.A. Rangachari 
Joint Secretary ( EA ) 
Te 1 . No. 301 2760 


No. 



4 September, 1995 


Dear Ambassador, 


Please 
25 August, 
EAM . 


refer to your letter No . TOK/ 1 02/2/92 dated 
1995. The letter has been seen by FS and 


W 


1 V 




YoUrs sincerely, 

i J |1 
1 

(T.C.A. Rpingafhari) 


J 


Shri Kuldip Sahdev, 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo . 



✓ 
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66 8523 
PHONE : 66 1242 
6867617 


ALL INDIA FREEDOM FIGHTERS' ORGANISATION 




RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION CENTRE OF FREEDOM MOVEMENT 


Working President : 

SHEEL BHADRA YAJEE, ex - M. P. 
General Secretary : 

SHASHI BHUSHAN, ex M.P. 



SECULAR HOUSE 
9/1, Institutional Area, (Opp. JNU) 
Aruna Asaf Ali Marg, 
NEW DELHI - 110 067 


August 30, 1995 


Dear Shri Pranab Mukherjee, 



For us -freedom -fighters, it is a culmination o-f our 
persistent e-f-fort over a period o-f nearly three decades that 
National Museum o-f the I NA in the Salimgarh Fort and the National 
Museum o-f Freedom Movement (-from the Battle o-f Plassey in 1757 to 
the Movement -for Merger o-f Princely States in the Union o-f India 
in 1 948-49 and the Liberation o-f Goa in 1961) are being 
establ ished . 

I write this to seek your help in making the National Museum 
o-f the INA a grand repository o-f the heroic record o-f the Indian 
National Army as well as o-f the life and work o-f Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 


As you know, some -filmed record of the activities of Netaji 
was prepared by the Japanese and it must be preserved in the 
Japanese archives. 

It shall be highly appropriate the film clippings of the< 
days of formation of the INA are obtained from Japan and 
perserved in the INA Museum so that these might be available for 
research scholars and might also be used for making a film on the 
life of Neta j i . 


I request you to kindly write to the Foreign Minister of the 
Japanese Government and also to our Ambassador in Tokyo to 
procure these documentory films of Netaji Gubhas Chandra Bose 
from Japan for the National Museum of the INA. 

With regards, 



Shri Prana^ *1u k her j ee , 
Ministej^thf External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

New De 1 hi . 


Yours sincerely, 

(Shashi Bhushan) 
ex-M.P. 





V 

T.C.A. Rangachari 
Joint Secretary ( EA ) 



Tele : 3012760 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 


NO. 



4 September, 1995 


Dear Shri Ravi, 


I am annexing a copy of a letter from the All India 
Freedom Fighters* Organisation addressed to EAM . 


2. You might wish to have some discreet enquiries made as 
to whether any such film clippings exist. 


Yours sincerely, 



Shri N. Ravi, 

Deputy Chief of Mission, 
Embassy of India, 

TOKYO. 



At 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 


FAX 


NO . Ijy C 


13 Issfcft) I 



5 September, 1995 


From: Foreign New Delhi 

To: Indembassy Tokyo 
N. Ravi from JS(EA) 

Your fax of 4 September regarding formulation for 
press briefing on the issue of Nataji's ashes. FS feels 
that a formulation can be devised after the meeting with 
the Foreign Minister and depending on discussions that take 
place . 
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Ashes not of 

Netaji, 

says nephew 

The Times of India News 
Service 

CALCUTTA, September 4: 
Amiya Nath Bose, nephew 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose and the eldest surviv- 
ing member of the Bose 
family, has in a letter to 
Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, made it 
clear that the family did not 
consider the ashes preserved 
at the Renkoji temple in 
Tokyo belonged to Netaji. 

Mr Bose has written the 
letter in the context of the 
Pprime Minister’s recent re- 
mark while on a visit to 
Malaysia about the dif- * 
ficulties in bringing back to 
India the ashes of Netaji 
from the Renkoji temple in 
Tokyo. 

In his reply, the Prime 
Minister said he had taken 
note of the contents of Mr 
Bose’s letter. 

In his letter, Mr Bose said 
he had conclusive documen- 
tary evidence that Netaji was 
alive in the Soviet Union till 
July 22, 1946. He had no 
knowledge what happened to 
Netaji after that date. “But 
one thing is certain that the 
ashes kept at the Renkoji 
temple are not the ashes of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose,” he asserted. 

Mr Bose said he was con- 
vinced that there had not 
been any air crash at 
Taihoku airport on August 
18, 1945, when Netaji was 
believed to have been killed. 

He said U.S. intelligence re- 
ports said the photograph of 
the damaged plane shown 
was in fact that of an 
American bomber which 
crashed at Taihoku airport 
in 1944. 

The letter also discloses the 
fact that Gandhiji, after talk- 
ing to Col. Habibur 
Rahaman who accompanied 
netaji in the plane journey 
from Saigon to Taihoku, 
came to the conclusion that 
Netaji had not died in the air 
crash. In fact, Gandhiji fore- 
bade Netaji’s family to per- 
form any shradh ceremony. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 



FAX 


No . t 


18 September, 1995 


From: Foreign New Delhi 
To: Indembassy Moscow 

Deputy Chief of Mission from JS(EA) 

Annexed is a PTI report which appeared in PIONEER 
of 14 September. 

2 . Would appreciate any comments you may have which 
could be sent by Bag, if necessary. 


(T.C.A. Rai 
Joint Secr< 
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Papers relating to Netaji in KGB archives? 


PTI 

Calcutta 


SEVERAL DOCUMENTS relating 
to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
and his mysterious disappearan- 
ce are still lying in the inaccessi- 
ble archives of the disbanded 
KGB and in the official archives 
of the Russian president in 
Kremlin. 

Special permission of the Russi- 
an Government is required to 
scrutinise them and it is believed 
that examination of these docu- 
ments may eventually unravel 
the mystery behind Netaji’s disap- 
pearance at the end of the World 
War II, according to three scho- 
lars of the Asiatic Society who 
recently visited some of the 10 
archives in Moscow under an 


Indo-Russian cultural agreement. 

Dr Purabi Roy (Jadavpur 
University), Dr Hari Vasudevan 
and Dr Sobhanlal Dutta Gupta 
(both of Calcutta University) visit- 
ed Moscow as scholars of the Asi- 
atic Society, as part of the cultu- 
ral agreement signed between 
the Asiatic Society and the Insti- 
tute of Oriental Studies, Moscow, 
to compile accessible materials 
pertaining to the Indo-Russian 
relations during 1917 and 1947. 

They told newspersons here 
that they faced "utmost” difficul- 
ty in studying the available docu- 
ments in the archives. 

Since the available documents 
relating to Indian history were 
mostly in “disarray,” the 
archives in the KGB office and in 
the President’s archive in Krem- 
lin are expected to reveal the 
hitherto unknown facts about 


Netaji, they felt. 

Asiatic Society general secreta- 
ry Chandan Roychowdhury said 
the Prime Minister would be mov- 
ed to request the Russian Presi- 
dent to allow Indian scholars to 
have access to his archive in the 
Kremlin and also in the KGB in 
Moscow for collecting more infor- 
mation about Indian leaders. 

The scholars, who spent about 
$ 6,000 dollars to get access to 
the archives in Moscow, said that 
in most cases, they were not 
allowed to study the required 
files and documents. The pro- 
blems were further accentuated 
due to ‘restriction’ imposed by a 
section of officials of the Indian 
embassy in Moscow, they alleged. 

On the revealing facts about 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
they said that documents at the 
archives of the External Affairs 


Ministry of the Russian federa- 
tion indicated that Russian agent 
V G Sayadyant. who was allowed 
to function in India by the British 
Government, carried a letter 
from Pundit Jawaharlai Nehru in 
August. 1946 to Moscow on way 
to Teheran “which had a men- 
tion about Netaji being alive”. 

Moreover, the scholars quoted 
an article of V Turadzev, a sub- 
editor of Asia and Africa Today, 
found among the archival materi- 
als, to say that the Russian agent 
sought to convey the message to 
Moscow in September, 1946, that 
the Soviets might have to contact 
“Forward Bloc as one of the 
major political parties in India 
and its leader Subhas Chandra 
Bose”. These references pointed 
to Netaji being alive even in 1946, 
the scholars said. 
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Worn Report 


Naga separatists kill 
22 Indian soldiers ' 1 

NEW DELHI — Separatist guerrillas in Naga- 
land, a border state in India’s northeast, shot and 
killed 22 soldiers on Thursday, United News of 
India reported. 

The worst guerrilla attack in recent years 
occurred in Senapri district. Details were sketchy, 
but reports said the soldiers were ambushed in a 
daring daytime attack. 


at 


The soldiers were part of an troop 

presentee 4 in the area to prevent casfieV between 
the Na|^ and the rival Kuki tribe. 
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Japanese seek relief from sacred duty 


By Vinod Sharma 


NEW DELHI, Sept. 17 

The Japanese veterans of World 
War-II now want to be relieved of a 
duty they have so selflessly per- 
formed for 50 years, since the re- 
ported death in an air crash of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose on August 18, 
1945. 

Placed in an urn at Renkoji Tem- 
ple near Tokyo, the ashes of Netaji 
have been in the custody and care of 
these soldiers of yore. Some among 
them were 28 when they first met the 
revolutionary Indian leader. They 
are now 82. It is in view of their 
advancing years that they have for- 
mally sought the return of the relic 
to India. 

■%e request was conveyed by the 
war veterans to External Affairs 
Minister Pranab Mukherjee during 
his recent visit to Japan. In fact, 
Sept. 8 was an important day for the 
Indian leader from West Bengal. 
Before calling on the Japanese 


Emperor, he visited that morning 
the Renkoji Temple to pay homage 
to Netaji. a 

Others who accompanied Mr 
Mukherjee on the temple tour in- 
cluded his wife Subhra, Foreign 
Secretary Salman Haider and Indi- 
a’s Ambassador to Japan, Mr Kul- 
deep Sahdev. For a good half-an- 
hour they attended a prayer meet- 
ing, lit joss-sticks on the um contain- 
ing the ashes and spoke to the 
Japanese war veterans. 

Flanked by other members of the 
delegation, the Mukherjee couple 
appeared visibly moved as the elder- 
ly Japanese escorted them down the 
memory lane; recounting the days of 
Azad Hind Fauj and its Netaji amid 
cries of * Chalo Dilli . . . ' 

Captured on a video film, a copy 
of which is available here, the high 
point of the meeting was the famous 
INA (Azad Hind Fauj) song: 
“ Kadam Kadam Milaye Ja , Khushi 
Ke Geet Gaye Ja, Yeh Zindagi Hai 
Quam Ki, Tu Quam Pe Lutaye 
/a...” Rendered haltingly by a war 


veteran, it left the visitors blinking ing them here in this temple. But 
back tears. now we are getting old.” 

In India, the return of Netaji’s The 100th birthday of Netaji 
ashes has for long been the subject would fall on Jan. 23 next year, 
of a fierce controversy, a section of marking the start of his centenary, 
his family members and followers Of his part, Mr Mukherjee said that 
refusing to believe that he died in the return of the “relic of holy 
the air disaster at Taihoku in ashes” was under “deep” consider a- 
Taiwan. Quite conscious of this tion of the Indian Government, 
background, a war veteran, who He said: “In regard to this matter, 
spoke on behalf of his other we are in the process of consultation 
Japanese colleagues, remarked: with the relatives of Netaji, his 
“We appreciate that it (the accept- daughter and also other important 
ance of the relic) is not an easy task political leaders. . .We hope to arrive 
for you. But we are sincerely expect- at some conclusion after this process 
ing it to happen in the near future.” of consultations.” 

From what they told Mr Mukher- The operative part of Mr Mukher- 

jee, it was obvious that the war jee’s brief address, however, was 
veterans made the request out of a that a firm decision on the sensitive 
strong feeling of commitment to the issue could be expected around the 
memory of the Indian leader, whom centenary year of Netaji. “It would 
they fondly referred to as Netaji be appropriate,” he said, “that the 
Gen. Bose. “It is our sincere de- remains are taken to India and prop- . 
sire,” they said, “that your excellen- erly kept in a monument. Netaji 
cy will pay attention <o the return of would continue to inspire genera- J 
(Netaji’s) ashes to his motherland to tion after generation by what he did , 
be welcomed by the people of Indi- for the freedom of his country, and . 
a.. .For 50 years, we have been keep- for the liberation of humanity.” 
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Govt apathy leaves Netaji’ s fate 
buried in Moscow’ s files 


by Udayan Namboodiri 


CALCUTTA, Sept 18: If histor- 
ians are to be believed, two 
files lying in the archives of 
the disbanded KGB at Mo- 
scow may help solve the mys- 
tery shrouding the fate of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

Netaji’s 'death’ in an air crash in 
Taiwan’s Taihoku airport in 
August 1945 remains to this 
day, the biggest enigma in the 
annals of the freedom move- 
ment. Even Mahatma Gandhi 
had refused to give credence to 
that story. 

But a ‘tragic’ aspect of the Netaji 
disappearance story is the con- 
tinued apathy of the Indian 
Government. Scholars are Find- 
ing it an uphill task to per- 
suade the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) to cooperate in 
order to unravel the truth 
behind the untimely death of 
the great nationalist leader. 

Governments around the world 
are seized of the opportunities 
presented by the dissolution of 
USSR. They are encouraging 
their historians to go through 
| the hitherto secret archives in 
Moscow and dig' out facts lost 
behind the cobwebs of the iron 
curtain. 

“The Russian Government is 


quite generous about opening 
up these archives,” Dr Hari 
Vasudevan of Calcutta Univer- 
sity’s Russian Studies depart- 
ment told Indian Express here 
today. “But while scholars of 
most Western countries are 
making the most of the arch- 
ives, we are suffering due to 
the quirky attitude of the 
MEA.” 

Dr Vasudevan had recently spent 
four months in Moscow as part 
of an Asiatic Society team 
studying and compiling mater- 
ial pertaining to Indo-USSR 
relations between 1917 and 
1947. 

Two other historians, apart from 
Dr Vasudevan were involved 
in the research. They are Dr 
Sobhanlal Dutta Gupta of Ca- 
lcutta University and Dr 
Purabi Roy of Jadavpore Uni- 
versity. 

They required letters from the 
MEA to read the two files loca- 
ted at the KGB archives. The 
letter was a pre-requisite to ob- 
tain Russian Government’s 
permission. But repeated re- 
quests to Salman Khurshid, 
Minister of State, and even the 
Prime Minister, went unhe- 
eded. 

The most the Government would 
condescend to do was send a‘ 


note verbale’ in late 1991 seek- 
ing clarifications as to Netaji’s 
presence in the USSR in 1945. 

“To this the Russians send a 
few lines repeating the worn 
out Soviet stand,” Dr 
Vasudevan said. But as evi- 
dence shows, the new dispen- 
sation at Moscow was not very 
truthful either. 

The trio spent four months at Mo- 
scow this year ferreting out pa- 
pers pertaining to Indo-Soviet 
relations during 1917 to 1947. 
This followed an agreement 
between the Asiatic Society 
and the Institute of Oriental 
Studies, Moscow. 

What is heartening about archiv- 
al research at the Rusian front 
is that, by now other countries 
- especially those from the 
West - have succeeded in 
cataloguing documents kept in 
the erstwhile CPSU, Com- 
mintem, Russian Federation, 
Russian State Archive of 
Economy, Archives of Army 
History, etc. 

One notable success was attained 
by Sweden which cracked the 
mystery behind the Walle- 
nburg disappearance in Stalin- 
ist USSR during World War » 
II. « 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chomc, 
Chiyoda-lcu, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324 8361 NO EMU J 
Phone: 03 (32 62)2 30 I 
Fax: 03(323 >\)<\ 300 


No.TOK/1 02/2/92 


September 22, 1995 


Dear 



Please refer to your letter No.4048/JS(EA)/95 dated 4th 
September, 1 995. We have initiated action to ascertain whether film clippings 
on Netaji's activities are available here. We will keep you posted about further 
progress in this regard. 


With best wishes. 


Yours sineerely. 



( N. Ravi ) 


Shri T.C.A. Rangachari, 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 
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friGanapathi 

flinister(Pol) 



a ? MOSCOW 


Tel. No. 917-0820 
Telex 413409 INDEM-SU 
Tele Fax-9752337 


MOS/POL/1 25/1/90 


September ' 


1 QOC 

l ww 
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Kindly refer to your fax No.435Q/JS(EA)/95 dated September 
IS, ^995 forwarding a report which had appeared in the “Pioneer” c f 
September 14, 1995 on papers relating to Netaji. Ambassador had taken 
up this issue with the Foreign Office here in July 1995 and copies of the 
note verbale and Ambassador's letter to JS(EE) in this regard is enclosed 
for your information. 




Ohri T.C.A. Rangachari, 
Joint Secretary(EA), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Mew Delhi. 







EMBASSY OF INDIA, 
MOSCOW. 


AMBASSADOR 


No.MOS/AMB/979/95 


July 27, 1995 


You will recall that vide their Note Verbale No.2/YuA of January 8, 
1992 the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation had informed 
us that as per data available in their Central and Republican Archives, 
there was no information available about the stay of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union in 1945 and subsequent years. 
However, speculation in this regard apparently continues to appear in the 
Indian press, particularly in the Bengali language press, based on what is 
reportedly new evidence gained from the archival material. 

2. In view of this, I handed over the enclosed note verbale to 
Ambassador Kotov today conveying a request that we would appreciate 
another examination of all materials available on this subject to enable a 
final determination on whether Netaji entered or stayed in the territory of 
the former Soviet Union in 1945 and in subsequent years. I hope that the 
official reply, when received in due course from the Russian Foreign 
Ministry, will finally set at rest speculation about what happened to Netaji. I 
hope that this reply will be received well before the commencement of 
Netaji's birth centenary celebrations. 

3. This may please be brought to the attention of Foreign Secretary and 


EAM. 


Yours sincerely, 



(R. Sen) 


'Shri R.L. Narayan, 

Joint Secretary(EE) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 



tnTrf ^TRTH, *iit+T 
EMBASSY OF INDIA. 

6-8 Ulitsa Vorontsovo Polye 
MOSCOW 
Tel. No. 917-0820 
Telex 413409 INDEM-SU 
Tele Fax-9752337 


No S A/83/95 


July 27, 1995 


The Embassy of India presents its compliments to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and has the honour to refer to 
correspondence resting with their Note Verbale No. 2/YuA of 8 January, 
1992, regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Enclosed is a booklet which contends that Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose may have come to the former Soviet Union in 1945. There has been 
further speculation in this context reportedly on the basis of archival 
materials. In view of this, it would be highly appreciated if all materials 
available on the subject could be examined for a final determination on 
whether or not Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose entered or stayed anywhere in 
the territory of the former Soviet Union in 1945 or subsequently. 

The Embassy of India avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation the assurances of its 
highest consideration. 



The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation 
(South Asia Department) 
Moscow 
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October 4, 1995 



Front: Indembassy Tokyo •> 5 0 r -^ 

To: Foreign New Delhi 


FS (P&I) 
Rptd : 


Shri Yogeshwar varma, Director (JX) from Krishan Kumar, 


JS 



Shri G. Mukhopadhaya , Director (XP) 

Shri D.B. Venkatesh Varma, Addl. PS to EAM 


v r. 


\9SS 



Following is free translation of an article which 
appeared in the "Mainichi shimbun" of September 28 , 1 995: 
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I . Return of the remains mav realise so years after death, prime 

Minister savs. “If it is not used politically 11 , there is a chance 

of reviewing the role of one more Hero Chandra Bose in India. 

Tragic hero of India's independence movement, Subhash 
Chandra Bose in cooperation with Japanese army tried to free 
India through armed minhf, hut half /'antnnr h-*n -*■»*■• wii 

aircraft was destroyed in an accident in Taiwan. Tn contract tn 
wii* yiu l* yi xedaerm iiKe Ganani ana Nehru, the remains of Bose 
uni •»«kuim.ii 1.. KuJvuji Lciupie ^ in xujtyoj , not getting 
permission tn roturn to Indio. Dut in fch* CoUi *ea.L ctfLer Ills 
death, this Y^ar an editorial annoarod in n niwminp**, y 

role of Bose is likely to be reviewed in £he capital New, D^lhi 
Kojima from Calcutta. 
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Netaji Research and Survey Centre is in Calcutta, the 
centre of Bengal area. That is the house where Bose was born and 
now is the memorial. Netaji is the name given to Bose by the 
Bengalis with respect and love, meaning "Great Leader". But 
inside the Research Centre everything is old and the floor 
squeaks. The display consists of only photographs of Bose along 
with Hitler and Prime Minister Hideki Tojo, the place is barely 
maintained through the charity from the family. 

Nephew of Bose, Mr. Shishir Bose (75) , the Director, 
says, "I have requested the Government of India many times for 
the return of the remains. Half a century has passed and still 
the Government does not approve of the return". Mr. Shishir 
pointed out that the Government is denying return of the remains 
because of Bose's popularity. He is the hero of Bengal, same as 
the poet Tagore, even now. Bose enjoys strong popularity among 
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the Bengalis. Governrfent of India is worried about the eruption 
of Bengali nationalism by the return of the remains accompanied 
by the dissatisfaction regarding the delay in economic 
development of the region. 

In Bengal, there is even a 'Bose Legend' that he is 
still alive. Even if he was alive, he would be 98, even now 
there are letters 'confirming his existence', coming to the 
Research Centre. 

One more reason which is making the return difficult 
is that the Government is afraid that this will be politically 
exploited. Mr. Shishir emphasised, "It is not an issue simply 
of the remains. But it will indicate how the central government 
assesses Bose's independence movement. Gandhi's non-violence 
movement and Bose's armed fight are two sides of the same coin. 
He should be received in the same manner as a Reader who has 
contributed to nation-building". 

India got its independence because of the non-violence 
policy of Gandhi and Nehru. Even after independence, successive 
Prime Ministers toed the same line as the two in leading India. 
Thus, it is difficult for the Government to reject Gandhi's 
policies and receive Bose in honour, who rushed for cooperation 
to Japanese army. 

However, Prime Minister Rao has attended an 
inauguration ceremony of the Bose Memorial in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, and has said, "I am not against the return as long as 
it is not going to be politically exploited". Kr. Shishir 
expressed his hope saying, "This is the sign of change. January 
1997_is the looth birth anniversary and we wish to get his 
'remains by then." ^ 

1 1 . RenKoii. Tokyo, where the remains are enshrined: 

Remains of Bose are still kept in the main hall of the 
temple Renkoji in Tokyo. 

The Head Priest Koshi Mochizuki said that the remains 
weie uj.uuync- i-u wm* uy uie udueua ui inuxan National army 

who were studying in Japan. As Japan was under the occupation 
forces, it was difficult to find a temple which would accept the 
remains of Bose, who was in alliance with the former Japanese 
army, but Mr. Mochizuki 's father, who was the then late Head 
Priest, accepted the request saying, "the soul is not bound by 
borders" . 



Since then, every year on 18th August on the death 
anniversary , representatives from the Embassy of India, 
acquaintances of Bose, altogether about 50 people, gather for the 

Tnnmrvr- 1 ti 1 rnrtri nn Tim r nnlri ran M Cumm 9 mm £*.«• r Hfima 

Ministers - Prime Minister Nehru, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi - 
have come to pay their respects but return of the remains did not 
materialise. The promise was for keeping it for a short period 
but 50 years have passed and now we feel (he) is one of our 
family members. Ther^ may be some political problems but we wish 
for the return, as he was the hero who had prayed for India's 
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III. Once again treading the path of the army next month are 

those who had links vith former Rational Armv: 

• 

The former Indian National Army members and historians 
are planning to go by the same route as followed by Bose, 
starting from Singapore, which had the provisional government of 
free India, to Imphal in India. 

The group will go by car from Singapore via Thailand, 
Yangon - Myanmar to Imphal in Manipur state of India crossing 
Indian border at Arakan mountains. It is a 7,000 km route and 
the core of the National Army was the Indians staying in Burma 
and south East AE>ia. On their way, there are many Indians who 
are still living in this area and who are the members of National 
Army. , 


iv , Subhash Chandra Bose: 

Born in 1897, in a noblest of noble family, Bose 
graduated from the Cambridge University of England. He was 
promised a bright future under the colonial rule of the British 
but he joined the 'National Congress' - which was the central 
organisation of India's independence movement - advocated by 
Gandhi. 


i n a m ■■ i ii ■ ■ i, j,.. . ..i. . 4.x- •• i i « - i ... . • •• • »•«• *■ ■ - 
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rlrni rii n ^ i nw v fisiaam or rno congjpeeft, he had icsiyn Juc 

to pressure from Gandhi. He was arrested by the British 
authorities at the outbreak of the II World War but he escaped 
to Berlin via Central Asia. Further, he reached Tokyo by a U- 
Boat and I-Submarine and formed a tentai-ivx fmn Tndin covo»»»m* 
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Government. In January 1944, the Indian National Army 
participated in an attack on Imphal by the Japanese army aiming 
to advance into India. 

This operation was a failure with 70,000 Japanese 
soldiers and 7,000 National Army soldiers dying in an attack on 
British Indian Army. On 18 August, just after the end of the 
war, while returning to Tokyo, the Japanese army aircraft in 
which he was travelling crashed in Taipei and he died (in that 
crash) . 



(Krishan Kumar) 
First Secretary (P&I) 
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To: Foreign New Delhi 




Shri Yogeshwar varma, Director (JK) from Krishan Kumar/ 
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Shri G „ Mukhopadhaya, Director (XP) 

Shri D.B. Venkatesh Varma, Addl. PS to EAM 
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Following is free translation of an article which 
in the "Mainichi shimbun" of September 28, 13S5-: 



I . Return of the remains mav realise 50 years after death- Prime 

Minister says, “If it is not used politically” . there is a chance 

of reviewing the role of one more Hero Chandra Bose in India. 
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Tragic hero of India's independence movement, subhash 
Chandra Bose in cooperation with Japanese army tried to free 
India through armsd Tnifrht. hut half rantnnr h-»n ■ i*-*--*- 

aircraft was destroyed in an accident in Taiwan. Tn nrmt-rset fn 
yiuiy yi ledaert iiKe Ganctni and Nehru, the remains of Bose 
urn 1.. tiw. jl ^ in xuityo ) , not getting 

permission to return to India. Dut in fch* 00 Lli yeai Ills 

death, this vgar ^n editorial annesrart in -n nnMnpij|i«», 
role of Bose is likely to be reviewed in £he caoit§l Npw j nelhi 
Kojima from Calcutta. 
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Netaji Research and survey Centre is in Calcutta, the 
centre of Bengal area. That is the house where Bose was born and 
y riov is the memorial. Netaji is the name given to Bose by the 
Bengalis with respect and love, meaning "Great Leader". But 
inside the Research Centre everything is old and the floor 
squeaks. The display consists of only photographs of Bose along 
with Hitler and Prime Minister Hideki Tojo, the place is barely 
maintained through the charity from the family. 



Nephew of Bose, Mr. Shishir Bose (75) , the Director, 
s, "I have requested the Government of India many times for 
the return of the remains. Half a century has passed and still 
the Government does not approve of the return". Mr. Shishir 
pointed out that the Government is denying return of the remains 
because of Bose's popularity. He is the hero of Bengal, same as 
the poet Tagore, even now. Bose enjoys strong popularity among 
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the Bengalis. Government of India is worried about the eruption 
of Bengali nationalism by the return of the remains accompanied 
by the dissatisfaction regarding the delay in economic 
development of the region. 

In Bengal, there is even a 'Bose Legend' that he is 
still alive. Even if he was alive, he would be 98, even now 
there are letters 'confirming his existence', coming to the 
Research Centre. 

One more reason which is making the return difficult 
is that the Government is afraid that this will be politically 
exploited. Mr. Shishir emphasised, "It is not an issue simply 
of the remains. But it will indicate how the central government 
assesses Bose's independence movement. Gandhi's non-violence 
movement and Bose's armed fight are two sides of the same coin. 
He should be received in the same manner as a Reader who has 
contributed to nation-building". 

India got its independence because of the non-violence 
policy of Gandhi and Nehru. Even after independence, successive 
Prime Ministers toed the same line as the two in leading India. 
Thus, it is difficult for the Government to reject Gandhi's 
policies and receive Bose in honour, who rushed for cooperation 
to Japanese army. 

However, Prime Minister Rao has attended an 
inauguration ceremony of the Bose Memorial in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, and has said, "I am not against the return as long as 
it is not going to be politically exploited". Mr. Shishir 
expressed his hope saying, "This is the sign of change. January 
1997 is the 100th birth anniversary and we wish to get his 
remains by then." 

II . Renkoii. Tokyo, where the remains are enshrined; 

Remains of Bose are still kept in the main hall of the 
temple Renkoji in Tokyo. 

The Head Priest Koshi Mochizuki said that the remains 
*tsA«s wi.vuyu^ m mu* Lempie uy me eaueus oi unman nctuonai army 

who were studying in Japan. As Japan was under the occupation 
forces, it was difficult to find a temple which would accept the 
remains of Bose, who was in alliance with the former Japanese 
army, but Mr. Mochizuki 's father, who was the then late Head 
Priest, accepted the request saying, "the soul is not bound by 
borders" . 


Since then, every year on 18th August on .the death 
anniversary , representatives from the Embassy of India, 
acquaintances of Bose, altogether about 50 people, gather for the 
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Ministers - Prime Minister Nehru, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi - 
have come to pay their respects but return of the remains did not 
materialise. The promise was for keeping it for a short period 
but 50 years have passed and now we feel (he) is one of our 
family members. Therd may be some political problems but we wish 
for the return, as he was the hero who had prayed for India's 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 


Freedom Fighters' Division 


Subject*- Representation presented to Prime Minister by 


All India Freedom Fighters' Organisation, New 
Delhi. 


Shri Sheel Bhadhra Yajee, ex-M.P. In his letter 


dated 5.9.95 addressed to P.M. (copy enclosed) has proposed 
that on the occasslon of Birth Centenary of Netajl next 
year, the Ashes of Netajl should be brought to India from 
Tokyo with full State Honour. 


2. Ministry of External Affairs are requested to 

furnish their comments In the matter urgently. Minister 
of State for Home Affairs needs this Information for 
discussion with Hon'ble Prime Mini 
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ShriJft^i^W^o-j Director., 
M/o External Affairs, 

East Asia Division, 

South Block, 

New Delhi. 


M.H.A. U.C.No.4/14/95tFF(P) dated \o- io ns' 
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Sh Shed Bhadra Yajec, L\. W. r 

H O'k mz President 

C*pt. S S. Yadava I.N.A. 

General Secretary 


Freedom t ig hter s Organisation 

", JAN’AR MAN! Ak KuaD. >rrt _ v>vUi 


D.O. 

Sept ember ,1995 


My dear Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, 

Jai Hind. I am writing 

this that the Ashes of Netagi Subhash Chandra Bose 
have been maintained with great sanctity by the Priest 
of RENKO JI Temple, Tokyo (Japan) for the last 50 
years . 

2. The birth centenary of Netaji (23.01.1996 to 
23.01.1997) is the appropriate time to bring the Ashes 
to India with full State Honours. It will not only 
enhance the prestige of Government of India inter- 
nationally but will also imbibe the spirit of Unity, 
Sacrifice, Secularism; and Patriotism among the youth 
of India. 

3. Will you kindly give us time and date that 
may suit your convenience to discuss the issue in detail . 
I wish to call on you accompanied by Ch . Ran.bir Singh, 
ex-M.P. and Captain S.S. Yadava, INA, Gen. Secretary, 
All India I.N.A. Ccmmi 1 1 ee . 

With best wisr.es and regards, 


Yours sincerely. 


. / .• ,■ r ' ' ' 

(SHEEL BHADRA YAJEE ) 


Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
Prime Minister, 
Government of India, 

New Delhi . 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


Sub : Representation presented to Prime Minister by A ll 
India Freedom Fighters' Organisat i on, New Delhi. 


Reference is invited to U.O. No. 4 /l 4/95-FF ( P ) dated 


10.10.95 addressed to Shri A.K. Kantha, Director, on the above 
subject. The undersigned is directed to convey that the matter 
pertaining to the above subject is already under consultations 
between Foreign Secretary and Home Secretary and information 
sought from this Ministry would be available in the records in 
MHA . 


This issues with the approval of JS (EA) . 



Shri B.M.S. Negi 
Director (FF) 

Freedom Fighters' Division 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Lok Nayak Bhavan, New Delhi 


MEA U.O. No.«t/rS///4 dated 18.10.95 
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Dearyhri Pranab Mukherjee , 






This will find you in the best of health and 
pirit. Some of ray friends of Netaji Subash Chandra 
Bose Academy of Japan informed me by Fax that you have 
visited Renkoji Temple and given a prayer at the remains 
of Netaji. I have been trying my level best to prove on 
the death of Netaji at the Plane crash at Taiphei on 
18 August 1945 on the personal request of Late Prime 
Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi and also letter No.l665-EAM/84 
dated 21 June 1984 of Shri P.V. Narashimha Rao. (Xerox 
copy of it is enclosed herewith for easy reference). 

I have done extensive research in Japan, London 
and Germany. I have collected several documents, Newspaper 
cutting of 19 August 1945 declaring the death of Netaji. 

I have also collected rare Photographs such as landing of 
Netaji by Submarine at SABAN Port of Japan on 18 May I943» 
Netaji with Jap Army etc. Dr. Si sir Kumar Bose, Calcutta 
and Shri Ardhendu Bose, Bombay wrote me that they have no 
objection in bringing the ashes of Netaji Subash Chandra 
Bose from Rengkoji Temple to India. But, there is an 
objection in some quarters in bringing the ashes to India, 
I took special care of it. 

Shri Chitta Basu MP, General Secretary, Forward 
Bloc came twice to me at Imphal and requested me to prove 
the death of Netaji at Taiphei. 



nr 


f k\v/ 




P.T.O. 


L. JOYCHANDRA SINGH Fax. no — 0091—385—225544, Prajatantra Imphal 

0091—385—222936 
0091-385-220471 

Tele — PRAJATANTRA, IMPHAL, PRAJATANTRA BUILDINGS 

IMPHAL. MANIPUR, INDIA. 

( 2 ) 

My German friend Mr. Elke Wijithapale, Department 
of country works, Bonn den who has been helping in my 
research wrote me that USSR War documents of South East 
Asia (including the plane crash of Netaji) will be 
available at the following address 
USSR, RSFSR 
Ma ly Karet ny 12 
1031 51 Moscow 
Memorial 
Phone 29 91180 

I shall be very grateful, if you kindly consider 
to ask Bnbassy of India, Moscow to go to the Memorial and 
find out record of the Plane Crash and death of Netaji on 
18 August 1945 or kindly consider to send me to Moscow 
for about 5/6 days there. 

An early reply will be highly appreciated. 

With kind regards, 


1 220147 [oj 
221538 [o] 
220471 [R] 


( 

Shri Pranab Mukher jee 
Minister of External Affairs, 
Government of India 
New Delhi. 



HiOl 

MINISTER OP EXTERNAL 
INDIA 

No. I665-EAM/84 New Delhi' . 

. June 21, ,lyb4 


Dear Shri Joychandra Singh, 

• *' • ' • ' ; > i 

Please refer to your letter of 23rd May 
1984,,. addressed to the Prime Minister, suggesting 
*that the remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
should be brought to India from the Renkoji Temple 
In Tokyo where they are at present. 


. As your letter itself suggests, you are aware 
of the controversy surrounding this question, 
including the serious reservations expressed by * 
some members of Netaji's family. This controversy 
has figured in our media from time to time and 
also in the Parliament. 

« > 

I need hardly sldte that we all hold Netaji 
In very high esteem. But, at the same time 
we would be reluctant to do anything which might' 
only add to the controversy surrounding Netaji's 
remains. Your letter gives the impression of 
possible rethinking on the part of some members of 
the Netaji family on this question. It would be 
better if those members of the Netaji family who 
have been opposed tq this idea in the past wore to 
formally communicate their 1 views to us, 
particularly if they think differently now. 

. I fully agree with you that there should be 
a national consensus on. this question before the 
Government takes a formal decision so that a- 
controversy Jrft any form' Is avoided at a later stage 
Any efforts on your part towards phis end would be 
’ inoaT~we ^com'e. ■■■t. • ‘ 7 — rip — : — — \ 


, •< . With kind regards. 


■A: 


Xours sincerely, 

f-V- 

.. (P.v. Naraslmha Rao) 


$bri L. Joychandra Singh 
Prajatamtra Buildings 
Imphal 
(Manipur) 
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September 22nd 1 995 

Mr Ashis Ray 

Cable News International 

New Delhi , 

India. 


Dear Mr Kay 




Inc. 


The ftxemk.* Science Service 
Priory House 
Gooch Sneer North 
Birmingham B5 6QQ 
Telephone: 021 666 6606 
facsimile* ,021 622 2051 

SERVICE DEVELOPMENT 


\y 



Further to our telephone conversations regarding the analysis of 
the putative remains of Subhas Chandra Bose, I am able to confirm 
that a blood sample from either a nephew or neice from his 
sister's side of the family would be a suitable control for DNA 
analysis purposes. Of the remains likely to be available for testing, 
the gold-plated tooth, rather than the cremated bone fragments, 
is more likely to yield material of sufficient quality for DNA 
analysis. 

The test which is most likely to work on old or degraded 
human remains is mitochondrial DNA analysis. Mitochondrial DNA 
is inherited only from the mother, hence individuals who are 
linked by an unbroken maternal line are expected to have 
identical iniloclioudrial DNA. As you may be aware, our laboratory 
was responsible for successfully identifying the remains of Tsar 
Nicholas 11 and his family by comparing DNA extracted from 
fragments of bones buried for 75 years with control blood samples 
from distant maternal relatives of the Russian royal family. 

The Forensic Science Service now carries out mitochondrial 
DNA analysis on a routine basis with each case charged at a rate of 
£100 per hour. Each case is different but we estimate that the 
total cost of analysing the tooth and two control blood samples 
would be between £5000 and £10000, with the work taking 
approximately four months to perform. If you wish to progress 
this issue, I would be delighted to forward our Terms of Business 
and any further details you may require. 


Yours sincerely, 


Y). 


Dr K. Sullivan 


Macro* (irNTffyw ns javft nirwrvrw 

HEACWAmVfct I WrTTKBY IK**P DP.5N RYLE $TOEI LONDON S*ir 2A* 
fAiajaaTORTt ALPTWASTC* DUW1NUIUM LMUT'W iX>»*Y NtPHiwCUON W*T*»a||t 



American Registry of Pathology 

ARMED FORCES INSTITUTE OF PATHOLOGY 
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20306-6000 

22 September 1995 


DoD DNA Registry 
Armed Forces DNA 
Identification Laboratory 
1413 Research Boulevard 
Rockville, MD 20850-5000 



Mr. Ashis Ray 

Cable News International, Inc. 
F-162, Malcha Marg, Chanakyapuri 
New Delhi - 110 021 
INDIA 


Dear Mr. Ray: 

Thank you for your recent inquiry regarding DNA testing of cremains presumed to be 
those of Subhas Chandra Bose. Technically speaking, it is possible to obtain a DNA profile 
from cremated remains. Given the severity of the conditions under which the cremains were 
exposed, and the fact that only distant maternal relatives are available for analysis, the testing 
would be limited to the analysis of mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) using the polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR). Although mtDNA is a very informative system, it may not provide proof 
beyond all doubt. In the case of Tsar Nicholas II, the mtDNA profile provided a very rare 
genetic anomaly which the Tsar shared with his brother, Georgij Romanov. Therefore, the 
identification of the Tsar could be proven beyond a reasonable doubt. In the case of Subhas 
Chandra Bose, there is no assurance I can give that the mtDNA test results would provide 
identification beyond all doubt, or even a reasonable doubt. 

If you would like to request mtDNA testing in this case, please send the request to Dr. 
Victor W. Weedn, Chief Deputy Medical Examiner, DoD DNA Registry. In your request 
please state the facts of the case, whether any other testing has been performed or requested in 
the past, and whether the case is in litigation or has a high likelihood of ending up in litigation. 

I hope this information has been of help to you. Please feel free to contact me in the 
future of you have any additional questions. 


Sincerely, 



litchell M. HollanarPh.D. 
Branch Chief, AFDIL 


Walter Reed Campus: 

Administration 202-576-2980/4558 ; FAX 202-576-4567 
Payroll 202-576-2043 : FAX 202-576-4567 
Alumni 202-576-4549 : FAX 202 576-0941 
Bookstore 202-576-2940 FAX 202-576-0941 
Consults 202-576-4566 FAX 202 576-4567 
Histo Control Slides 202-576-0193 : FAX 202-576-4567 


Forest Glen Campus: 

Administration 301 -427-6628 : FAX 301-42 7 -6608 
Payroll: 202-576-2043 : FAX 301-427-6608 
Accounting 301-427-6603 : FAX 301-427-6608 
Courses 301 -427-5231 
Marketing 301-427-6630 
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Prime Minister 


New Delhi 
December 7, 1995 


Dear Shri Gujral, 

Thank you for your letter of November 28, 1995 
enclosing a copy of the letter by Dr. K. Sullivan to 
Shri Ashish Ray of CNN. 

With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 




(P.V. Narasimha Rao) 


Shri I.K. Gujral, MP 
4 AB, Purana Qilla Road 
New Delhi - 110 001 



py ox letter under reply forwarded 




1 K Gujral 

Member Parliament 
(Rajya Sabha) 


28th November 1995 

My dear N*^*~<*- • 

Sub : Netaji Subhas's ashes 

Mr. Asftish Ray of the CNN met me 
recently and handed over a cooy of the letter 
enclosed. This provides helpful way out of 
the controversy. 

With kind regards . 


/burs sincerely, 

( I. K. GUJRAL ) 


Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
Prime Minister of India, 
7, Race Course Road, 

NEW DELHI 110011 . 


/ Enel. 
I — 




Off. : 4AB, Purana Qilla Road, New Delhi - 110 001 Tel : 3782340 Fax : Oil - 6821718 
Res. : 6-13, Maharani Bagh, New Delhi - 110 065 Tel 6834002 


an executive agency of the home omcr 


September 22nd 1995 


♦ 


Mr Ashis Ray 

Cable News International Inc. 
New' Delhi , 

India. 


Hie Forensic Science Service 
Prion' 1 louse 
Gooch Street North 
Birmingham B5 6(^Q 
Telephone. 021 666 6606 
Facsimile 021 622 205 1 


service development 


Dear Mr Ray 

Further to our telephone conversations regarding the analysis of 
the putative remains of Subhas Chandra Bose, I am able to confirm 
that a blood sample from either a nephew 1 or neice from his 
sister's side of the family would be a suitable control for DNA 
analysis purposes. Of the remains likely to be available for testing, 
the gold-plated tooth, rather than the cremated bone fragments, 
is more likely to yield material of sufficient quality for DNA 
analysis. 

The test which is most likely to work on old or degraded 
human remains is mitochondrial DNA analysis. Mitochondrial DNA 
is inherited only from the mother, hence individuals who are 
linked by an unbroken maternal line are expected to have 
identical mitochondrial DNA. As you may be aware, our laboratory 
was responsible for successfully identifying the remains of Tsar 
Nicholas II and his family by comparing DNA extracted from 
fragments of bones buried for 75 years with control blood samples 
from distant maternal relatives of the Russian royal family. 

The Forensic Science Service now carries out mitochondrial 
DNA analysis on a routine basis with each case charged at a rate of 
£100 per hour. Each case is different but we estimate that the 
total cost of analysing the tooth and two control blood samples 
would be between £5000 and £10000, with the work taking 
approximately four months to perform. If you wish to progress 
this issue, I would be delighted to forward our Terms of Business 
and any further details you may require. 

Yours sincerely, 


y r ). 


Dr K Sullivan 
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Govt shifts stand on NetajVs ashes 


My M. K. Tikku 


NEW DELHI, Oct. 26 
Dr Anita Pfaff , daughter of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose, has agreed 
to serve as a member of a National 
Memorial Committee to be consti- 
tuted shortly with Prime Minister P. 
V. Narasimha Rao as its chairman. 


The Committee will take charge of 
all the activities connected with the 
birth centenary celebrations of 
Netaji which begin next January. 

Last Sunday afternoon. External 
Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee 
drove to Augsburg, about 60 kms 
from Munich in southern Germany, 
to meet Mrs Anita Pfaff, who 
teahces economics at the local uni- 
versity. Her husband, Dr Martin 
Pfaff, also an economics professor is 
a Social Democrat member of the 
German Parliament. Mr Mukher- 
jee, who spent a whole evening at 
the Pfaffs home was acompanied by 
Indian ambassador S. K. Lamba and 
an aide of the Minister. 

Mr Mukherjee informed her that 
during the centenary year, the Gov- 
ernment proposed to bring back 
Netaji’s ashes from Japan and have 
these isntalled at a suitbale memo- 
rial with due ceremony and honour. 
This marks a noticeable shift in the 
Government’s position which had 
earlier informed the Parliament that 
the ashes, which have been lying at 
the Renokoji temple in Japan, 


would be brought to India only after 
“a national consensus” was evolved 
resolving the controversy surround- 
ing the circumstances of his myste- 
rious death or disappearance, half a 
century ago. 

The shift in the Government’s 
position and its apparent keenness 
to cap the controversy, as it were, 
seems to have been triggered by a 
recent report suggesting that three 
Calcutta-based scholars had in fact 
come across documents in the Rus- 
sian archives indicating that Netaji 
had been staying in the Soviet Union 
sometime after his supposed death 
in the 1945 air crash. 

The three scholars — Dr Hari 
Vasudevan, Dr Sobhan Lai Dutta 
Gupta and Dr Purabi Roy — who 
had visited Moscow on behalf of the 
Asiatic Society, had access to a 
member of archival documents, in- 
cluding some KGB files, in the Rus- 
sian capital. 

In the course of the Sunday even- 
ing meeting in Augsburg, Mr 
Mukherjee had shown some papers 


to Mrs Pfaff that contained a re- 
sponse from the Russian Govern- 
ment to a queiy on the subject made 
by New Delhi earlier. In its reply, 
the Russian Government had stated 
that though the former Soviet reg- 
ime had had some contacts with 
Netaji during the war, there had 
been none after the war was over. 

Mr Mukherjee argued that this 
was conclusive proof that stories 
speaking of Netaji’s life (and death) 
in the Soviet Union were without 
basis. He assured his host that his 
senior colleagues in the Govern- 
ment as well as hismelf had great 
admiration for Netaji and they 
would ensure that his birth centen- 
ary year was observed in a befitting 
manner. 

Mr Mukherjee stressed that it 
would be in the fitness of things that 
she should attend the first meeting 
of the National Memorial Commit- 
tee. Mrs Pfaff indicated that she 
could be free from her university 
duties only during the Christmas 
break, and so could come to India 
only towards the end of December. 


It was agreedfie inaugural meeting 
of the Committee would be con- 
vened aroun<|that time. 
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D. i V. Sinha 

President: 

National Council of OISCA in India 
All India Qaumi Ekta Committee 

Vice-President: 

OISCA International, Tokyo 

All India Freedom Fighters Organisation 



Fax 


0113343421 Telex 31 6304 5 


OH 

3732730 

Tel 


3733175 


hes 

6910923 


5/125. Jeevan Tara 9uildrng, 
Parliament Street. 

New Delhi - HO 001 


October 28, 1995 


Dear Hon'ble Sri Mukherjee, 

We express our grateful thanks for persuading our Prime 
Minister, whom we had several times approached, to bring the 
sacred ashes of Netaji from Ranokaji Temple in Tokyo whene.' I 
recently visited. 

This would not only be highly appreciated by the people of 
India but they would go a step forward to support the Congress 
Party as the Prime Minister after all has shown respect to 
Netaji. This should give a new life to Congress in the North 
extending from Manipur, West Bengal to Kashmir. 

My organisation OISCA International, Tokyo, whom you extended 
your support in the NGO UN Committee, shall extend all 
Co-operation to you as it was prepared to assist us to bring 
the sacred ashes if the Government of India was reluctant to 
bring them. 

Please convey our gratitudes on behalf of all the Freedom 
Fighter* particularly of Sri. Sheel Bhadra Yajee, to our Prime 
Minister for respecting the sacred ashes of Netaji. 

We now await your direction as to how to proceed in the matter 
as the ashes must be brought in time for Centenary and taken 
round the Country. 

With regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

01 . t *- / ■ — " 


D.N. SINHA 


Hon'ble Sri Pranab Kumar Mukherjee, 
Foreign Minister of India, 

NEW DELHI. 
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FB’s stand on Netaji ‘ashes’ flayed 


State Correspondent 

Calcutta 


FORWARD BLOC leader Kalimud- 
din Shams’ threat of a ‘blood- 
bath” In case the Centre persists 
with its efforts to bring Netaji’ s 
"ashes” from the Renkoji temple 
in Japan, has been widely con- 
demned in local political circles. 

Though Netaji’s nephew, Dr 
Sisir Bose, refused to comment, 
the general impression was that 
Mr Shams’ ultimatum offered 
convincing evidence that the 
Bloc's political interests lay in 
keeping the Netaji’s death issue 
alive for as long as possible. 

A minister in the Left Front 
Cabinet, Mr Shams has described 
the attempt to bring the "ashes” 
as a conspiracy by the Centre to 


bury the continuing mystery sur- 
rounding Netaji’s death in the air- 
crash at Taihoku in 1944. 

This was after Union External 
Affairs Minister Pranab Mukher- 
jee had airdashed from New York 
to Germany to seek the concurr- 
ence of Netaji’s wife, Ms Anita 
Basu, in the matter. 

Whereas both Ms Basu and the 
Japanese authorities were 
reportedly keen that the “ashes” 
be brought to India, the Bloc’s 
leaders felt this would be tanta- 
mount to hurting the sentiments 
of the hordes of Netaji’s admirers 
who were certain that the death 
of the INA commander-in-chief 
had never been established 
beyond doubt. 

Rajya Sabha MP Chitto Basu 
had even met Prime Minister P V 
Narasimha Rao to raise his par- 


ty’s objections to. the move to 
bring the ashes. 

State Forward Bloc secretary 
told The Pioneer that even the 
late Prime Minister Morarji Desai 
had informed Parliament in 1978 
that fresh evidence unearthed 
after the findings of the Shah 
Nawaz Khan and Khosla commit- 
tees made it impossible to arrive 
at any firm conclusions regard- 
ing Netaji’s death. 

Mr Ghosh said there was 
enough documentary evidence to 
support the view that he was 
seen in Russia a year after the air- 
crash, and that Nehru had even 
sent an emissary to meet him. 

All these developments had 
been recorded in documents, and 
were now lying in the archives of 
KGB, the Russian intelligence 
agency. 


Hopes had been raised af|,er 
the Asiatic Society’s recent pj^ct 
with the Oriental University in 
Moscow on the exchange of histo- 
rical documents. 

It was thought that scholars 
would be allowed to searrh lor 
these papers in the archives to 
help establish the truth. But the 
Centre had influenced the Russi- 
an authorities not to allow any 
visiting Indian scholars to pursue 
any papers on Netaji. 

In such a situation, Mr Ghosh 
observed, the plan to bring the so 
called ashes was ridiculous and 
ill-conceived. “No one knows 
whose ashes they are.” 

He added: “And nothing would 
be more insulting to Netaji’s 
memory than to foist them on the 
country without a thorough 
probe.” 
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SUBRATA SEN 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, Oct. 27. - The 
Union Government has decided 
to opt for DNA testing of Netaji’s 
“ashes" kept in Tokyo before 
taking a decision to bring it back 
to India with full honours dur- 
ing Netaji Subhas Chandra Bo- 
se’s birth centenary next year. 

The controversy that shrouds 
Netaji’s death has necessitated 
that the Union Government 
should first go for a scientific 
test to prove that the ashes kept 
at Renkoji temple in Tokyo are 
those of Netaji. The Government 
of Japan has agreed to Cooperate 
with India in th is respect and 

has informed that a tooth of 

J^etaji is preser v ed with thtT 

ashes, which can be used fq rjthe^ 
requisite DNA tests. 

According to sources in the 
Ministry of External Affairs, to 
ascertain whether the ashes kept 
in Tokyo are those of Netaji, a 
committee will be formed com- 


prising members from the CBI, 
DNA testing laboratory of 
Hyderabad, the Government of 
Japan and DNA experts from the 
USA and U.K. Members of 
Netaji’s family will also be 
included in the committee to 
avoid any further controversy on 
the subject. Two renowned DNA 
experts — Dr Michelle Holland 
of the USA and Dr Kevin 
Salevan of the U.K. — had 
already been consulted and both 
of them have said that it would 
be possible to verify the authen- 
ticity of the ashes from the 
tooth. 

Incidentally, the remains of 
Czar Nicholas II, who died in 
J.917, was verified recently from 
the remains of bones with DNA 
samples matched with the Duke 
of Edinburgh, who is a direct 
descendant from the mother’s 
side. The Ministry of External 
Affairs, going by the DNA test of 
the last Czar, has asked one 
nephew of Netaji from the 
mother’s side to cooperate in the 
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Exhuming Netaji 


It was reassuring to hear from the external affairs minister, 
Mx Pranab Mukheijee, that the government will not move to 
bring to India the ashes in the Rinkoji temple in Tokyo, believed 
to be Netaji’s, without a national consensus on the subject. 
Admittedly, the process of reaching a consensus cannot be easy. 
Several theories regarding Netaji’s disappearance have been in 
cirbulation and sentiments on the subject are strong. Both the 
Shah Nawaz Khan Committee (1956) and the Khosla Com- 
mission (1970) had concluded that Netaji had died in the 
Taihoku air crash in August 1945. However, in 1978, the then 
Prime Minister, Moraiji Desai, told Parliament that contradic- 
tions in the testimony of the witnesses and documents subse- 
quently available had cast “reasonable doubts” on the findings. 
Netaji’s nephew, Mr Suresh Chandra Bose, never accepted the 
air crash theory. The Forward Bloc, the party founded by Netaji, 
stiH contends that he had gone to Manchuria after Japan’s 
surrender to seek Soviet help and disappeared thereafter. Doubts 
have been reinforced by reports that a three-member team of the 
Asiatic Society, Calcutta, during a recent visit to Moscow, 
discovered “new facts” on Netaji’s presence in the Soviet Union 
after World War II. According to material available to the team, 
as late as September 1946 Netaji was trying to contact Forward 
Bloc leaders from abroad. 

The information available so far is scrappy but happily for 
Netaji-watchers, archival material in Moscow has been thrown 
open to research scholars. From all indications, there is much 
that is available there which could be useful. The Union 
government, for its part, should take up the matter with Moscow 
and send an official team to go into all available records to 
remove doubts as far as practicable. Despite the setting up of two 
inquiry commissions, an impression has lingered in the public 
mind that not enough has been done to find the truth regarding 
Netaji’s disappearance. This, in turn, has spawned wild theories 
over the decades about those in power in Delhi being allergic to 
Netaji. An ill-advised move to confer the Bharat Ratna post- 
humously on Netaji further served to whet such feelings, as it was 
seen as an affront rather than as an honour. It is not necessary 
to rush in the ashes from Rinkoji simply because Netaji’s birth 
centenary is due next year. It would be more relevant to delve 
into facts and and try and ameliorate public misgivings about the 
issue. The government should follow up the clues available from 
Moscow and place them before former INA officials, historians 
and scholars for proper evaluation. People must be convinced 
that sincere efforts are being made to ascertain the truth, if the 
centenary celebrations are to be made truly meaningful. 
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Yomiuri Shinbun October 24, 1995 

NEW WAVE, S. CHANDRA BOSE , SUPREME COMMANDER OF INA 
(By Hayashi from New Delhi) 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the death of 
Subhas Chandra Bose who led India's freedom struggle 
against the U.K.in alliance with the Japanese army during 
W.W.ll as a supreme commander of the INA. His bereaved 
family and former officers of the INA lunched a campaign 
for the return of Bose’s ashes from Japan to India. In 
Japan many people are also wishing to return the ashes to 
India . 

The ashes have been kept at the Renkoji Temple in 
Suginami, Tokyo. The Japanese army tried to advance into 
India from Burma in alliance with the INA. But so-called 
the Imphal Military Operation inflicted a fatal blow to 
the INA. Bose decided to go to Manchuria aboard a bomber 
of the Japanese army. He was killed in an air crash over 
Taipei on August 18,1945. 

His funeral was held at the Renkoji Temple. At a request 
of a INA's Representative Office in Japan, the temple 
agreed to keep the ashes for the time being. Since then 
no Indian government has ever claimed the return of the 
ashes to India. 

People including Mr. Ashish Roy , a New Delhi based 
journalist and Bose’s nephew , former INA's Colonel 
Gurubahksh Dhillon ,and former Army Captain S. Yadav are 
lending their voices in aid of a (plan) to return the 
ashes before 1997 which marks Bose's birth centennial. 
Mr. Roy and others have asked the Indian Government to 
make an official request to the temple for the return of 
the ashes. They also asked the Japanese Government to 
furnish the materials with regard to the death of Bose. 

In commemoration of the 50th anniversary of his death and 
the centenary birth anniversary of Chandra Bose, Mr. Roy 
and others are planing to hold various functions. On 
October 21, as part of the program, they started up a 
"Freedom India Grand March". "I hope the Indian government 
and its people will acknowledge that Bose is a hero of the 
freedom struggle. We will make preparation for a plan to 
hold a government-sponsored ceremony to receive the ashes 
of the hero." said Mr. Roy. 

Each Indian government was reluctant to handle this 
delicate issue, which caused great delay in the settlement 
of the issue. Public opinion and historians' views are 


sharply divided into two over the evaluation of Bose. 
"Bose was elected president of the Congress which had 
played a leading role in an independence movement of 
India. Calling for armed struggle in alliance with Japan 
and Naz.i German, Bose was confronted with Mahatma Gandhi 
over a policy of none- violence . Bose had left the party. 
Bose has been regarded as a 'radical dissident 1 by many 
historians" said Mr. Bipan Chandra. 

Bose is respected as a hero in his native state of West 
Bengal. Some people who still have an anti-British 
sentiment are the opinion;-" Thanks to a strong protest 
movement against British-led INA trial after W.W.II, a 
speed of India's independence was accelerated." 

Bose formed the Forward BLoc after he left the Congress. 
Many members of the Bloc do not believe Bose's death in 
air crash as" a fabricated story." Indian government's 
investigation in 1956 failed to produce objective evidence 
to show that the ashes were real ashes of Bose. Thus they 
could hardly accept ( Bose's death) . Even some of the 
bereaved family believe that Bose is still alive. 

"We can persuade those who are opposing to the return of 
the ashes. It is a matter of time." said Mr . Roy . "I can 
not die before the ashes of the hero is returned." said 
Mr. Yadav who is over 70-year old. However , consensus over 
the ashes has not built yet even today. 
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Yomiuri Shinbun October 24, 1995 

NEW WAVE, S. CHANDRA BOSE, SUPREME COMMANDER OF INA 

(By Hayashi from New Delhi) 



This year marks the 50th anniversary of the death of 
Subhas Chandra Bose who led India's freedom struggle 
against the U.K.in alliance with the Japanese army during 
W.W.ll as a supreme commander of the INA. His bereaved 
family and former officers of the INA lunched a campaign 
for the return of Bose's ashes from Japan to India. In 
Japan many people are also wishing to return the ashes to 
India . 


The ashes have been kept at the Renkoji Temple in 
Suginami, Tokyo. The Japanese army tried to advance into 
India from Burma in alliance with the INA. But so-called 
the Imphal Military Operation inflicted a fatal blow to 
the INA. Bose decided to go to Manchuria aboard a bomber 
of the Japanese army. He was killed in an air crash over 
Taipei on August 18,1945. 

His funeral was held at the Renkoji Temple. At a request 
of a INA 1 s Representative Office in Japan, the temple 
agreed to keep the ashes for the time being. Since then 
no Indian government has ever claimed the return of the 
ashes to India . 


People including Mr. Ashish Roy , a New Delhi based 

journalist and Bose's nephew, former INA's Colonel 
Gurubahksh Dhillon ,and former Army Captain S. Yadav are 
lending their voices in aid of a (plan) to return the 
ashes before 1997 which marks Bose's birth centennial. 
Mr. Roy and others have asked the Indian Government to 

make an official request to the temple for the return of 

the ashes. They also asked the Japanese Government to 

furnish the materials with regard to the death .of Bose. 


In commemoration of the 50th anniversary of his death and 
the centenary birth anniversary of Chandra Bose, Mr. Roy 
and others are planing to hold various functions. On 
October 21, as part of the program, they started up a 
"Freedom India Grand March". "I hope the Indian government 
and its people will acknowledge that Bose is a hero of the 
freedom struggle. We will make preparation for a plan to 
hold a government-sponsored ceremony to receive the ashes 
of the hero." said Mr. Roy. 

Each Indian government was reluctant to handle this 
delicate issue, which caused great delay in the settlement 
of the issue. Public opinion and historians' views are 
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sharply divided inlo two over the evaluation of Bose. 
"Bose was elected president of the Congress which had 
played a leading role in an independence movement of 
India. Calling for armed struggle in alliance with Japan 
and Naz.i German, Bose was confronted with Mahatma Gandhi 
over a policy of none- violence . Bose had left the party. 
Bose has been regarded as a 'radical dissident* by many 
historians” said Mr. Bipan Chandra. 


Bose is respected as a hero in his native state of West 
Bengal. Some people who still have an anti-British 
sentiment are the opinion;-” Thanks to a strong protest 
movement against British-led INA trial after W.W.II, a 
speed of India's independence was accelerated.” 


Bose formed Lhe Korward Bloc after he lei L the Congress. 
Many members of Lhe Bloc do not believe Bose's death in 
air crash as” a fabricated story.” Indian government's 
investigation in 19b6 failed to produce objective evidence 
to show that the ashes were real ashes of Bose. Thus they 
y accept ( Bose's death) . Even some of the 
nily be.li. eve that Bose is still alive. 


could hard 
bereaved fa 


”We can persuade those who are opposing to the return of 
the ashes. It is a matter of time." said Mr. Roy. "I can 
not die before tine ashes of the hero is returned." said 
Mr. Yadav who is over 70-year old. However , consensus over 
the ashes has not built yet even today. 


WiSiaRE£a_QU£.^LLQli m,lX2. 
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Ut^iaBE£a^flUESIIQfclJiQ*112. 

_I6-.BE_aNSWEBEQ_Qfcl_22IH_dQyEaBEB-.122S. 

asHEE_QE_fciEiaai_suBtiasti_QaaaQBa_BQSE 


112- SHRI SANAT KUMAR MANOAL: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

fc 

be pleased to state: 



(a) Whether the Government have decided to bring back ashes of 
Neta j i Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan so as to install the ashes 
in a suitable memorial during the centenary celebrations 
which beign early next year; 

(b) If so, the details thereof; 

(c) the cautious steps that have been taken to confirm that the 
ashes kept in Renkoji Temple near Tokyo are his ashes; and 

(d) the details of the proposed activities connected with the 
birth centenary celebrations of Netaj i which begin in January, 
1996? 


_AN§WEE 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI R-L- BHATIA) 



(a) No final view has been taken on this matter till now. 

b 

(b) Ooes not arise. 

(c) Two Commissions of Enquiry appointed by the Govt, of India 
and an enquiry by Japanese authorities have concluded that the 
ashes in Renkoji Temple are those of Neta j i Subhash Chandra Bose. 


(d) A national Committee to celebrate Netaj 1 ”s birth centenary 
has been set up. The first meeting of National Committee to 
commemorate the birth centenary of Netaj I Subhash Chandra Bose is 
scheduled to be held under the Chairmanship of the Prime Minister 
on November 30, 1995. 
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Hi srstcX 1996 ft sre gtft 3 Tpi ftFrrtft I sftj sjmrufr mnrti ft 
JFrirftfi <firferft 35T sqtTT W t 7 . 


I 

gag 51 F j(5cTr 1 

Hi «rra fttsstt sttt ■faw eft srre yrcfttF fist srnrnft 
^rftwrft'qf ijTTT 5 ft srfa ft qg fa^iwS twr I -ft tVhft 
if ctr rftsqf ftfrrsft mim? tr^ btJtt 4ft £t I i 

Jug ftnioft ’ft 3 fr nfrr^t ?WRtg qqrft w rnrefts irftrftr 
$r to -ftqr mr % \ ' %r«ft g*rn* ut* 5ft sfb sirrr^t ?mrTtg 
nqrft ft axs© tts^H jrft'ffr 5 ft Tgofr ^uft wft 4 >t ^tcreicTT 35 
3q qaxqr , 1995 5 ft sNt 1 


?rra Jirfeqr 




•fo^TT rn?q 4sft 


g?r xnrft ft fiqq ifftts? aifRw g-ftattrT summ* wr t 


UN STARRED QUESTION NO. 266 



BAJY A .S A BH& 

yN SIARBB£L.QV£STIflM,-MQ J ^£& 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 29TH NOVEMBER, 1955 

BRINGING BACK NBTAJI'_S ASHES 

266. SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY J 

Will the Minister of Exteraal Affairs be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether there is any proposal under 
Government ' b consideration to bring back to India 
Netaji's ashes kept in the Renkoji Temple near Tokyo; 

(b) if so, whether the consent of Netaji's wife 
who is residing in Germany, has been taken for the 
purpose ; and 

(c) if the answers to Parts 'a' and 'b' above be 
in the affirmative, what plans are being drawn up to 
pay a befitting homage to the great Freedom Fighter? 



>4 £ 
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ANSWER 

MI NI SIEB F Q&. BXIBBN Ak h SS K IBS 

(SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE) 



(a) & (b) : No final view has been taken on this 

matter till now. 

(c) A National Committee to celebrate 

Netaji's birth centenary has been set up. The first 
meeting of National Committee to commemorate the birth 
centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is< scheduled 
to be held under the Chairmanship of the Prime 

Minister on November 30, 1995. 

****** 
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RAJYA SABIIA/TOq t\ 


QUESTION FOR ORAL ANSWER 
3TR ifc fo(i Hyq 


QUESTION BRANCH 

S.Q Dy. (€ 03037 
Date 


? I! HUV 




Place/Ftra 

Datc/fiTW 


From/s}^ 


Shri Fasunpon Tha . Kurittinan M P 


To/foi % 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAlVHSl^hH, 

Rajya sabha, New Delhi/TI^J fereft I 

Sir/Madam, hgi<;h / 

Under Rule 39 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business, I give notice of the following 

vfett <t«tt tbbil fwtl ^ ftqq, 39 ^ 3 PtRTetfiara ktt 

Question for oral answer on/fatl'W 3rTC f;, a. I 1 l 



Yours ffaithfully/S^JIq, 
r \ 

, --MemberTtktS 


Division 'No./1^ v lR3 TR° 


82 


Order of preference/OT*jfa3Fun 

* Will the Minister of JiSKn a X. .. JOS. be pleased to state : 


•tpn * *i3l *1? nnA ^ fr-n fa : 

(a )/(^0 Who tV\&¥ it is afeect that, during iJ visit to r orie :n countries 


He visited iAter-al-ta Ge-rmciny cspeciaUl^/ bo 4 i sciu^s the. 'm&tter 
vJtih the widow of late Neta^C -pov tarmgtvtg fchl O h : s of Ketaji 

to c cun tty for construct! -.n •:.<• g, Hejcor ial ; 

(b) i i , d&t&iM of iftve. cU jcuts Si on ho l; : ! vie! tl. rid. aw; and 

( c ) G c v a r n ire n t react i on the r-=cf: T 
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NOTICE OFFICE 

N ° 00270 

Date 


RAJYA SABHA/TRI *TOI 

QUESTION FOR ORAL ANSWER 
%> f?tTI 5TR 



“M i •* p * - 

:f L ; / I J Jj 


From/SFF; . : 


Place/FTR «rjt ( 

Date/fc^ l^n j 


J. : n?...ff.75®F.....:....: * M.P./WR 


To/iftl K ' ' 

* 

TH£ SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Rajya sauha, New DelhiAW FHI, Ff ferH I 

^ 4 

Sir./ Madam, / *ibt<;<4<, ' 

Under Rule 39 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business, I give notice of the following 
vUr, mI OTt FTP} ti^icvi % foTF, 39 % ^ *1 

Question for oral answer on/f^rcra FifQF? £..T.. 77. 3. S7. ^ 1 


Yours faithfully/*?^*?, 
Member 


Division No./t^RF ^ 


Order of preference /SJsiFWRfl , • 

'Will the Minister of . be pleased to Mate : 

*^T Q ’ *fi& FF f^r ^ fe 


(a)/ i*) 




^cil jjt FTF IF f?HPT MT^J<Tr -^TFH ^ ^ 

7F 'T>T7 I I 


if, Hferff 7F JTTFTPT FcTT tt PRO’ ¥ ^ f I 

F, IF HJJJIW HcfT P=fT F*IFT SFT <?*T 33T # t I 

F, W. 3 FRFR \TqFW FPpTT I 



P.T.O./(f*f3-) 
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Most Imjnediate 


cjiM'/io/jf ^jr 

Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


Enclosed is a Parliament Question No. 112 on Netaji. 
This Ministry would be grateful if draft reply and supplementary 
note pertaining to Para (d) on proposed Centenary Celebration 
activities of Netaji are communicated immediately preferably by 
forenoon of 23rd November. 



( Yogashwf 

Director 

22.11.95 



Shri Raj Kishore 

Under Secretary (Centenary & Memorial) 
Deptt. of Culture 
Room No. 334, C Wing, 

Shastri Bhavan Annexe, New Delhi 
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TO BE PUBLISHED IN Tl^E GAZ ETTE OF ft fyX A 

PART_ —I GiiCTIDi P-i 

F. No . 15- 3/9 5- C8M 
Government of India 

Ministry of Human Resource Development 
Department of Culture 

New Delhi, the SLth N©v. ,95 

R £ S 0 L U T I 0 N 

W; ith a view to celebrate the birth centenary of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose in a bifittng manner, a National Committee 
has been constituted by the Government of India as under:- 


1. Prime Minister -Chairman 

2. Minister of Human Resource Development -Working 

Chairman 


3. Shri Chandra Shekhar, Former Prime canister 

4. Shri V.F. Singh, Former Prime Minister 

5. Shri Prana b Mukherjee, Minister of External 
Affairs 

6. Shri S. B. Chavan, Home Minister 

7. Shri P.A. Sangma, Minister of I&B 

8. shri G* VenkatSwamy, Minister of Labour 

9. Shri Sukh Ram, Minister of Communications 

10. Minister of State for Defence 

1-^. Col, Ram Singh, Minister of State for 
Wasteland Development 

12. Shri Debi Pal, Minister of State for Defence 

13. Governor, Manipur 

14. Shri Mohd.Shafi Qureshi, Governor, ,M.P. ^ 


-Member 

-Member 

-Member 


-Member 
-Mem ber 
-Member 
-Mem ber 
-Mem ber 
-Member 


-member 

-Member 

-Member 


-^0. Shri A.R. Kidwai, 'Governor, Bihar 

Shri K.V. Raghunath Reddy, Governor, 

West Bengal 

i> Chief Minister, West Bengal 
IS, Chief Minister, Maharashtra 

15. Chief Minister, Tamil Nadu 
2D. Chief Minister, Orissa 

2,. shri Madan Lai Khurana, Chief Minister , Delhi 
22. Shri A. B. Vajpayee, Leader of Opposition/LS 
2^. Shri Somnath Chatterjee, MP 
24. Shri Samar Guha, MP 
Shri Chitta Basu, nip 
20, Shri George Fernandes, ^iP 


-Member 

-Member 

-iviember 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

—Member 

— ivemcer 


-iviember 


o 


27. 

28. 
29. 

■I 30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 


60. 

51. 

52. 


53* 



56. 


Ms. Mama t a Banerjee, MP 
Shri Vishnu Kant Shastri, iviP 
Smt. Renuka Chaudhari, MiP 
Shri S.K. Sen, MP 
Shri Manoranjan Bhakta, MP 
Shri Ajit Panja, j»1P 
Shri Inderjit Gupta, MP 
Shri Murli Manohar Joshi, i.p> 

Shri Sikander Bakht, MP 

Shri G.K. Moopanar, iviP 

Shri Dilip Singh Judev, .<iP 

Shri Chaturanan i.iishra, . iP 

Shri Syed Shahabuddin, MP 

Prof. D. P. Chattopadhyay , Sx-Governor 

Shri Farooq Abdullah, Ex-Chief Minister, JSK 

Shri Madhu Dandavate, Sx-.-P 5 

Shri Sheel Bhadra Yajee, Ex~i/iP 

Shri Tridib Chaudhary, Ex-MP 

Shri Shashi Bhushan, Ex-MP 

Col. G.S. Dhillon, Ex~INA representative 

Capt. Laxmi Sehgal, Hx-*INA representative 

Dr. Bipin Chandra, Jawaharlal Nehru Univ. 

Dr. Dilip Sinha, Upacharya, Vishwa Bharti 
University 

Shri Shanko Chaudhary, New Delhi 
Shri P.N. Hales ar 

Prof. R, N. Singh, Vice-Chancellor, 

Rajasthan University 


-Member 

-Member 

-member 

-member 

-lumber 

-Member 

ber 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

-member 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

-wiember 

-Member 


-Member 

-Member 

-Member 


Dr. V.R. Mehta, Vice-Chancellor, Delhi 
University 

Prof. R.K. Desgupta, Calcutta University, 

Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, Netaji Research 
Bureau, Calcutta 

Shri H.Y. Sharda Prasad 


-Member 

Cal -Member 
-Member 


tie m ber 


57 ^ Ms. Anita Bose, Vienna t 

58. Justice A. C. Gupta, retired Supreme Court 
Cadge 

59. Shri Nikhil Chakravarty, Mainstream 

60. Prof. Bimal Prasad, Ex- Ambassador to Nepal 

61. Shri Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar, 
be- Law Minister, Vest Bengal 


-Member 

-Member 

—Member 

-Member 

-Member 


.v 


* 


62. Shri Radha Nath Rath, Editor, Sang, Cuttack 

63. Dr. Amol K. Mukerjee, Principal Presidency 
College, Calcutta 

64. Principal, Scottish Church College, Calcutta 

65. Shri Aveek Sarkar, Editor, Ananda Bazar 
Patrika, Calcutta 

66. Prof. Analesh Tripathy, Calcutta 

67. Shri S.N. Dwivedi 

68. Dr* .Najma Heptullah 

69. Smti Sukhbans Kaur . r 

70. Mrs . Anita Pfaff, Augsburg, Germany 

71. Sri Amiya Bose, Ex-MP 

72. Secretary, Department of Culture 


— 1 -i aider 
-■.■ember 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

-iv Am her 

-Member 

-Member 

-Member 

-i.iember 

-Mam be r 
Secretary 


2. The National Committee will chalk— out programmes for 
organising the birth centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
at the National level. 


3, The recommendations of the Committee will be considered 
by the Government for implementation, subject to the rules and 
practices in force, The term of the committee is with immediate 
effect and until further orders. 


4. 


The Committee has powe r to co-opt Members 


v\ 


(ASHQK VAJPEYI ) 

Joint Se.: ry to the Goto of India 



£RDER 


Ordered that a copy of the Resolution be communicated to 
all the Ministries and Department of the Government of India 
and all State Govts and Union Territory administrations. 

Also ordered that the Resolution be published in the 
Gazette extraordinary of India for general information. 




(ASHOK VAJFEfI) 


X 


Joint Secretary to the Govt of Indi^ 


To 


The Manager 
Government of India Press 
i.iayapuri, .ling Road, New Delhi 
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Copy to:- 

1. All Sections of the Department of Culture, i. An is try 
of Human Resource Development 

2. All Attached and Subordinate Offices of the Department 
of Culture, Ministry of Human Resource Development 

3. All members of the National Committee for the celebration 
of the birth centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 

4. Prime Minister's Office with reference to their U.O, No* 
805/11/ C/13/9 5-Pol. dated 16-9-95 and 31-10-95 

5. PS to Minister of Human Resource Development 

6. PS to Minister of State ( ' ES.C ) 

7* PPS to Addl. Secretary (C) 

3. PS to JS(V) 

9. DPIO, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Department 
of Culture, New Delhi (10 copies) 


(RAJ KISHCA2) 

Under Secretary to the Govt of India 
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QUESTION FOR LOK SABHA 



LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT 
(Question Branch) 


'S i*nu\\\ 

MOST IMMEDIATE 

^\ x H 

jS(G ^ 


SUBJECT : Starred /U«£f§rred Question Dy. No. ; for • jjj " « 

regarding Ni c^p <3 


The Ministry of FXlEHM&L AFFAIRS are 

requested kindly to state the facts regarding the above question (copy enclosed) as 
may be relevant to decide the admissibility of the question and also the extent of 
Government of India responsibility involved in the matter. 

2. While furnishing the facts, it may please be stated whether the note has 
been shown to the Minister. In the absence of any indication to this effect, it will be 
assumed that it has been issued with the approval of the officer who has signed it. 
It may, be clarified that the plea of secrecy, public interest or national security may 
be taken only at the Minister's level. 

3. In case the question substantially relates to some other Ministry, as per 
established practice, the Ministry who in their view is concerned with it may be 
requested to accept its transfer and convey their acceptance to Lok Sabha Secretariat. 
In no case, the question should be sent back to the Lok Sabha Secretariat. Until the 
acceptance is received in the Lok Sabha Secretariat, the question will continue to 
remain in the name of the Ministry to whom it is originally addressed and if in the 
meantime it is admitted, it will be admitted also against the Ministry originally 
addressed. 

4. A reply is requested by ^ Y~ . 


5. It may also be specifically stated whether the Ministry have any objection 

to the information contained therein being conveyed to the Member. 
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W-CH JTT» 

5HTM 

Prime Minister 


W£u> Delhi 
N ovember 25 , 1 995 


Dea? Shzi 6 afa.na.ndan, 

l have, received you r letter c& November 20, 1 995 
forwarding copr'ei Prcfcacr Sama? Guha' i letter about 
Net a jit Subhab Chandra Bose. 


With regard j. 


V 



Sfm E. 8 alanandan, N\P 
1 2, Windier Place 
Neu) Delhi 


No. S05/2 1/C/ 1 3/95-Pol 


Vcun bincerely, 

9 

(P.(A Narabimka Raci 


dated! 6.12.1995 



vN 





Copy along with a copy of the letter under reference 
forwarded to Director, (FSO), MEA. ' 



(Paflkaj jSaran) 
Deputy Secretary 
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J. BALANANDAN 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
(RaJYA SABHA) 

( LEADER CPI (M) GROUP) 



«rti* 4 


Office : 12. WINDSOR PLACE 
NEW DELHI-110001 

Telephone33 8 4 8 0 6 

Resi. : 315, V. P. HOUSE 
NEW DELHI-110001 
Telephone : 3 7JJ 4 7 7 


U .L .No 



/ F-1 /95 . 


Dated: i .11 .1995 . 

/v 


Dear Shri Narasimba Da o. 


Erclcsec please fine photocopy of letters 
dated 22.5.95 a nc 27.7.95 of Frof. Saner k 0 ha, former 
Member of Parliament detailing the steps Governnent of 
India should take tc find out the truth about the 
disappearance of Netaji ^ubhas Chancre Bose and 
a fitting celebration, of his birth centenary. Since 
fi'rof.Guha has expresse crystal clear the detailec steps 
to Dt taken, 1 am sure you will direct the concerned 
Ministry to expedite action on his suggestion and 
ensure that desirec coal is achieved early. 

With regards, 


l n cl : 2 . 


Youi'S' s ircer ely , 



(£. SaTar a n a r) 


ahr. 1 . v . Kharasimha Ran, 
F rime Minister, India, 

New De lh i . 
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PROVISIONAL ADMITTED QUESTION FOR THE 
RA.JYA SABI IA 


Order of 
Preference . 

\ 


NO T 
TO 
BE 

3 RINTED 


Starred/Unstarred Diary No. 

The question will be put down for 
answer on the Ministry/Department 
adressed by the Member (s) 


SOO 1.521 

\ \ / O r , 

EX' fCRNAL APE A I RS 


B r i n g i n g b ack N e t a 1 i as he s 


* SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: WiLl 

External Affairs be pleased to state. 


NtC RS 




(aj whether there is any proposal under Government's 
consideration to bring back to India Metal i"s ashes kept in the Ban Ko. 
Temple near Tokyo; 

(b) if so, whether the consent of Retail's wife who is 
residing in Germany, has been taken for the purpose; and 

(c) if the answers to Par ts "a" and " b " above be in the 
affirmative, what plans are being drawn up to pay a befitting homage I 
the great Freedom Tighter ? 


R 


m 


0*. 1 

RAJYA SABHA/TFT rP47 

QUESTION BRANCH 

OT1CE OFFICE 


°y- N » flfll-733 

QUESTION FOR ORAL ANSWER 

S.Q. Dy. N0O1 521 

Dale — 

*5TPoTo ^c, f^TCT 3TF? 

Date 


Place/?5R [S^r 


m 

Fkom/WB : 


V. Karayana samy , 


Date/fc'ii^ 

M.P./OT? 


It- 


To 'inn if, 


Tut SliCRE FARY-GeNERAL'^i^i^, 

Rajya sauha, New Dhlhi/T' ’"I ~*tt, TJ Kcrril I 

Slit' M adam, ^<4 / 


Under Rule 
sSRl cT4T 
Question for oral 


39 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business, I give notice of the following 
^TqTeH T^TvtT ^r* JmhH, 39 ^ ^tfPTcT, T3 ~Tk?!K3cT ^ vH I 

answer on/ftfH^l 3^ 5:^1 1 


ca 


<r\ 


-ft A £ 


/4> IS 

t * | 


S’ 


Yours faithfullv/VwX 

t ^ 

Member/SPTFi 


Division T{° . 



Order of preference/ W h*«»<Si 

^ \V i ] 1 the Minister of ..o.f.f.a-r.?. be pleased to state : 

*cf?n ^ S?> : 


(a)/(*0 

b) 


whether it is prorc&ad to or in c osex to India >* e ta j i y s 
ashes < a " t i.. t n s 3snkoji T en:Ie near To*yo; 

if so, uh ether the consent of i\i e ta j i 1 ~ wife uro is 
residing in Germany, has been taken fortne purpose 3 na 


c) if answers to *a T ar.d , b l aooua are ^es 1 plans being 
drawn j: to pay a refitting homage to tr.e great Freedom 
Fighter? 



c. * 


v 1 ^ 



P.T.O./if^) 


;■ h> <?<■ ^ 

)h)l 



Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


Further to conversation between JS (EA) and JS 
(EW) of 28th November, it is requested that Lok Sabha 
Unstarred Question No. 1085 on Netaji's Ashes and EAM’s 
visit to Germany for December 4 may kindly be answered 
by EW Division. 

Copies of earlier two replies on the subject 
are being placed below for information. 


(Yogeshwar Varma) 
Director ( JK) 
29.11.95 

JS (EW ) 


S' 




MDST IMMEDIATE 


/ 
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PARLIAMENT QUESTION 


Government of India 

Ministry of Human Resource Development 
(Department of Culture) 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



Sub:- Lok Sabha Starred Question Dy . No. 3112 for 5.12.95 by Major 
Gen. (Retd.) Bhuwan Chandra Khanduri regarding Ashes of Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 


This is in continuation of this Deptt. r s O.M. of even No. 
dated 27th November, 1995 and to say that since this Question has 
been admitted in the name of the Department of Culture , the available 
information on the Question may kindly be sent to this Department 
urgently . A copy of the admitted Question is also enclosed for 
information and perusal .please. 



Director, 



(RAJ K I SHORE) 


Under Secy, to the Govt, of India 

Tel : 338 48 67 

Japan & Eastern Countries) S.B., New Delhi 


Deptt. of Culture, UO No. 1-13/95-C&M dt . 30-11-95 


Copy for information to: 


(i) The Lok Sabha Sectt. (Question Branch), New Delhi 
w.r.t. their U .0 .No.SQ/3112/5 . 12.95-Q dt .22-11-95 

(ii) Parliament Unit, Deptt. of Culture 
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/j> os r /a 7 h r f h iff~ * <fi*r 

Ashes of Subhash Chandra Hose 


yd*l. M/ 

V/ l 


1AJ. GEN. (RETI)j 
BHUWAN CHANDRA 
KMANDUKI: 

SMRl LAXM1N ARAYAN 
PANDEY: 

SI 1KI ATAL UIHAKI 
VAJPAYEE: 

Will me Minister of HUMAN 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 


/A/SLM/ yeP 
fJD f 2>^7 c 


7o & 


he pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Government 
propose to bring ashes ot Subhash 
Chandra Rose from Japan to India; 

(b) if so. whether it is proposed to 
conduct any lest to establish the 
genuineness of the ashes; and 

(cl it .so. the details thereof? 
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Move to bring back Netaji’s 
ashes opposed in RS 


Special Correspondent 

New Delhi 


THE BHARATIYA Janata Party 
(BJP) on Wednesday joined the 
Forward Bloc in the Rajya 
Sabha to oppose the Govern- 
ment’s move to bring back Sub- 
hash Bose’s ashes from Japan 
on the plea that reports of his 
death in a plane crash in 1945 
had not been established. 

Raising the matter during 
Zero Hour, Mr V K Shastri (BJP) 
said that there was no conclu- 
sive evidence that ashes at a 
temple in Tokyo belonged to 
Subhash Bose. 

Two committees - Shah- 
nawaz and Khosla - had not 
agreed with the view that Netaji 
died in the aircrash. 

Mr Shastri and Mr Joyanta 


Roy (Forward Bloc) pointed out 
that scholars belonging to Asia- 
tic Society had come across evi- 
dence to the effect that Subhash 
Bose was seen in Russia even 
after the aircrash. 

Mr Shastri said that the 
Supreme Court was now look- 
ing into documents that the 
Government had in its posses- 
sion relating to the leader’s 
death. 

The Forward Bloc member 
said that Mr Morarji Desai as 
Prime Minister had made a sta- 
tement which amounted to not 
accepting the story about the 
aircrash. He sought to know as 
to what was the reason for the 
Japanese authorities not hand- 
ing over the ashes to either the 
Shahnawaz or Khosla 
committee. 

He wanted the Government 
to take up with the Russian 


Government for having access 
to official records while making 
a demand for the constitution of 
a special committee to go into 
reports that Netaji lived in Rus- 
sia for sometime after 1945. 

Mr Roy said even the British 
and the American intelligence 
had not been able to establish 
that there was any plane crash 
in which Netaji was reported to 
have been killed. 

When Deputy Chairperson 
Najma Heptulla remarked whe- 
ther the member believed that 
Netaji is still alive, Mr Roy said 
the nation had a right to know 
about the leader. 

Both of them were of the view 
that it was a matter of anguish 
and pain that the Government 
was planning to bring back 
ashes from Japan although it 
was yet to be established whe- 
ther he died in 1945 or not. 




No- s PI— 49200 Rashtrapati . Bhavan 

Dated 2 2S-Nov-95 NEW DELHI - 110004 


Communication dated nil 

from u it vBnnna SHRI V. SAVADATTI . - . 

............. KARNATAKA, ............................... 

is forwarded to the secretary to the Government of India, 
Hi ni stry of ■ . EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, ............................. 

Department of 

New Delhi „ in continuation of this Secretariat Number 


f or appr opr i at e act i on « 


The communication has not been acknowledged. 





for Secretary to the President. 
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The Ilon'ble prime Minister of India, New Delhi. 


I 




:%■ 


/ . 


Sub : The last days of Netaji Subhaschandra Bose ; 

An appeal 

/ 

I saih /a ^freedom fighter. I had the pride privilege of 
staying at the bunglow of one of the tjaparese officers in 
kualalumpur(Malaya) Malesia in these days at the fag end of 
second world war, 


The first Atom Bomb was blasted on 6th August 1945 On 
Hiroshima and the second on 9th August on Naga Saki. Though 
the Japanese were powerful is East Asia then, due to devastative 
effects of bombing the Emperor of Japan Shri.Hiro Hito declared 
the surrender. That is because there was no war in East Asian 
countries . 



At that time Netaji had to decide about his future 
programmes. His movements were not known to anybody as he was 
great leader. The news of his demice in plane crash on 18th 
August 1945 was appeared in the newspaper. When I was there 
itself. A similar situation when Netaji had to leave India 
during 1940s was prevailing here also. 


Netagji came to kualalumpur on 2nd September 1945 and then 
left somewhere. On 13th September the britishers took the 
reign of Malaya. 


During the month of March 1946 When Pandith Jawaharlal 
Neharu visited Malaya along with his sister Krishna Hatheisingh, 
I have told them the bare truth about Netaji. This fact was 
made known to all the nolle people who visited Malaya then 
also . 


As per my accurate calculations and justifiable prediction 
at that time netaji went to russia. It is stronglly believed 


. . 2 . . 


: ? : 

/ 

that the dictator stalin had put Netaji $n one of war prisners 
camps somewhere in saiberia. To ascertain the exact truth the 
former president Jailsing, Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy and Shri S. 
Nijalingappa had written letters to Gorbo Chev. A A close friend 
of Netaji Shri. Samar Guha has al^so written a letter to present 
President of Soviet Russia. But none of them has received reply. 

Now I sincerally feel that our Prime Minister Shri . Narasimha 
Rao shall endeviour to get all the available documents in Rassia 
by writing a letter to Russian President. 

The birth centenary of Netaji begins from 23rd January 1996. 
The Govt as well as other organisations in the country are planning 
to celebrate birth contenary of Netaji in a befitting manner. 

At this juncture it is very important and most essential also to 
have the accurate and true facts about the last days of Netaji. 

It is portinent to note here that the struggle for congress 
Presidentship between Netaji and Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya is an 
unforgetable chapter in the history of congress because Dr. Pattabhi 
was the only candidate supported by all the leaders including 
Gandiji. In this remarkable struggle Dr. Pattabhi was defeated 
and he was made president of Jaipur session during December 1948 
after the independence. Soon after the independence having return 
from Malesia I started living in Gandhiji's seva gram Ashrama. 

I had also the chance of attending Jaipur session with a deep 
eager to hear what Dr. Pattabhi would say about Netaji. 

Dr. Pattabhi in his Presidential speech while deeply mohrning 
and paying homage to departed souls uttered the words about netaji 
That our great leader Netaji Subhaschandra Bose is not with us 
and of amidst us and for this I regret very much. It is also 
strange to note that no condofence resolution was either moved or 
passed at this Jaipur congress session. 

Now, the grandson of Netaji Shri Atish Ray has requested 

the Govt, to conduct D.N.A test of Netaji' s chitabhasma. Gandhi ji 
also did not believed the news of plane crash. 


• % % 


2 . . . 




Hence it is my sincere and bumble request to the Hon'ble 
Prime Minister Sri . Narasimha Rao to write and get all the documents 
from the Rassian Govt, in view of improved relationship between 
the two countries. So that the Birth centenary celebration of 
Netaji will be more meaningful and more glowing in its real sense 
and spirit, 


HUBLI 

19-11-1995 


44 , i ja, * 

/Irj 1 

Veerabhadrappa Savadatti. 
Freedom Fighter 

Shri Siddharudhamath ,Hubli-24. 


C.C. 

Copy submitted with regards. 


1. The Hon'ble president of India, New Delhi. 

2. The Hon'ble forighn Minister, 

Government of India, 

New Delhi. 


3. He The Governer of Karnataka, Bangalore . 

4. The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Karnataka . Bangalore . 



Government of India 

Ministry of Human Resource Development 
( Department of Culture ) 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


Sub:- Lok Sabha Starred Question Dy. No. 3112 for 5.12.95 by 
Major Gen. (Retd.) Bhuwan Chandra Khanduri regarding Ashes 
of Subhas Chandra Bose. 

* * * 

The undersigned is directed to forward herewith the 
L.S.S. U.O. No. SQ/3112/5. 12. 95-Q dated 22.11.95 (in original) 
on the above subject for necessary action. 


Since the subject - Asshes of Subhash Chandra Bose/ 
pertains to Ministry of External Affairs, transfer of the 
Parliament Question may please be accepted under intimation to 
the Lok Sabha Sectt. and this Department. 


This 

Department 


issues 


with 


the approval 


Enel : As above . 


of Joint Secretary, 



( RAJ KISHORE ) 
Under Secretary 
Tele : 3384867 . 



MEA ( Attn . Director, Japan & Eastern Couunt ri es ) S . B ., N . Delhi . 

Deptt . of Culture, UO No . 1-13 /95-C&M dt . 24.11.1995. 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 



SUBJECT : 


LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT 
(Question Branch) 

Starred /Unstafred^uestion Dy. No. for L ]\ 

regarding 


The Ministry of. 


-H££> 


are 


requested kindly to state the facts regarding the above question (copy enclosed) as 
may be relevant to decide the admissibility of the question and also the extent of 
Government of India responsibility involved in the matter. 


2. While furnishing the facts, it may please be stated whether the note has 

been shown to the Minister. In the absence of any indication to this effect, it will be 
assumed that it has been issued with the approval of the officer who has signed it. 
It may, be clarified that the plea of secrecy, public interest or national security may 
be taken only at the Minister's level. 


3. In case the question substantially relates to some other Ministry, as per 
established practice, the Ministry who in their view is concerned with it may be 
requested to accept its transfer and convey their acceptance to Lok Sabha Secretariat. 
In no case, the question should be sent back to the Lok Sabha Secretariat. Until the 
acceptance is received in the Lok Sabha Secretariat, the question will continue to 
remain in the name of the Ministry to whom it is originally addressed and if in the 
meantime it is admitted, it will be admitted also against the Ministry originally 
addressed. 

4. A reply is requested by _ 2W.LLU1 • 

5. It may also be specifically stated whether the Ministry have any objection 
to the information contained therein being conveyed to the Member. 
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^ UNDER SECRETARY 
Tel. No. 


Ministry of jjl (Shri >-A' £/l *-fl Jj* 

L.S.S. u.6. No. Sy/Wl( , £ j p jX -p ( - dated gj.,,.* 
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STARRED QUESTION 
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Subject 

Date of Notice . 
Date of Answer 
Priority, if any . 


/ 

is / 



c > 


Under Rule 34 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business. 1 give notice of the following 
starred Question for answer on ^ ✓ i I, 

\ 


S> 




n t> 
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r ' - > •_ F ^d 
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8. 


Order of preference 
"Will the Minister of 


,4^ s 

Member. 

Division No .^ 7 ?'. / 

be pleased to state 



(a) iM 

Whether' Government proposes to bring ashes of 

'2^' ^ 

Subash Chandar Bose from Japan to Indlaj 


(b) If so, whether it is proposed to conduct any test to 
establish the genuiness of the ashes; 

C£) v kte. »{ 7 

ty hereof* 


) c 




• ■ w 



ADMIT 


ITS (Yv*/ 


+ + 

! Priority in ballot : 5 ! 

I No. of Notices Tabled : 3 ! 

+ ♦ 

TED 
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PROVISIONAL STARRED 


D.No. 3112 
Ministry to which the 

day has been allotted : HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
The question will be put down for the 

sitting on the 05-12--95 


ASHES OF SUBASH CHANDAR BOSE 

* MAJ .GEN .( RETD . ) BHUWAN CHANDRA KHANDURI: 

Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Government propose to bring ashes of 
Subash Chandar Bose from Japan to India; 

(b) if so, whether it is proposed to conduct any test to 
establish the genuineness of the ashes; and 

(c) if so, the details thereof? 
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Most Immediate 
Parliament Question 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


Sub : Lok Sabha Starred Question Dy. No. 3112 for 5.15.95 by 

Major Gen. (Retd) Bhuwan Chandra Khanduri regarding 

Ashes of Subhash Chandra Bose. 


S) 


’Sh r~t Ita-j- 

reqaxd — te- 


I 

Reference U.O No . * 1-13/95-C&M dated 
Riohorc , — Unde ^ e — S o crot -a ry , — Department ' 


CTr, 


the above subject. 


24/27.11.95 
-IV s — Ctt -3 . fcu re. 


- from 

- with 


Ministry 


has no 


objection to the question being 
However, since the question has 
Department of Culture, a draft 
for Department of Culture’s 


2. This 

transferred to this Mini's.try. 
already been admitted against 
reply is being forward e 
consideration . 

3 • c-* i d y — • H 

November, i $ j q - ~ J < f ■ " g - TT - * ..;> ■ d — w hi rr: — trad — t+re — a no ? ova'! 
— d raf t — reply — ± s h&a sed — on — t hi a — approved — eeret 
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( *¥> e p t. r , o.n- y on 27 th 
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EAM. 
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( Y o g « s bwair'Va r m a ) 
Director (JK) 

01 .12.95 


JS (EA) 


Deptt. of Culture (Kind attention Shri Raj Kishore, US) 
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PROVISIONAL STARRED QUESTION DY. NO. 3112 

LOK SABHA 

PROVISIONAL STARRED QUESTION DY. NO. 3112 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 5TK DECEMBER, 19Q5 

ASHES OF SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE 


MAJ. GEN. (RETD.) BHUWAN CHANDRA KHANDURI : 

Will the MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the Government propose to bring ashes of 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India; 

(b) if so, whether it is proposed to conduct any test to 
establish the genuineness of the ashes; and 

(c) if so, the details thereof? 


ANSWER 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER 

( SHRI PRANAB MURKER JEE) 

(a) No final view has been taken on this matter till now. 

(b) & (c) : Two Commissions of Enquiry appointed by the 

Government of India and an enquiry by Japanese authorities have 
concluded that the ashes in Renkoji Temple are those of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. 
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Most Immediate 1 
Parliament Question 


C/125/14/95-JP 

Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


Sub : Lok Sabha Starred Question Dy. No. 3112 for 5.12.95 by 

Major Gen. (Retd) Bhuwan Chandra Khanduri regarding 

Ashes of Subhash Chandra Bose. 


Reference Department of Culture's U.O No. 1-13/95-C&M 
dated 24/27.11.95 on the above subject. 

2. MEA answered a question No. 112 on the same subject in 
the Lok Sabha on 27th November. A copy of our reply is annexed. 
The material may be used in drafting a response to LSSQ No. 3112 
for 5.12.95 admitted in the name of Department of Culture. 


(Jagdish Parshad) 

Under Secretary (Japan & Koreas) 



01.12.95 


Deptt. of Culture 

(Kind attention Shri Raj Kishore, *US) 
Ministry of Human Resources Development 
Shashtri Bhavan, New Delhi 


opy to JS (SA) : For information 
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Netaji s oppose 
return of ashes 


Special Correspondent 

New Delhi 


SOME FAMILY members of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
have opposed the bringing 
back of his ashes from Tokyo 
till it was proved that the 
mortal remains were his. 

Former MP Samar Guha on 
Friday released a letter writt- 
en to Prime Minister P V Nara- 
simha Rao and the members of 
the National Comittee for Birth 
Centenary Celebrations of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra* Bose 
opposing the move to bring 
back his mortal remains with- 
out a thorough inquiry into its 
origins. 

Mr Guha said that DNA gene 
signature tests could possibly 
establish the claim that these 
were Netaji’s ashes. 

His letteb states; “We are of 


the firm opinion that unless it 
is unquestionably proved that 
the ashes, which are now depo- 
sited at the Renkoji temple in 
Tokyo, are that of Netaji, it 
would be improper to bring 
these back. 

“It is indeed a matter of 
shame that half-a-century has 
been allowed to pass since 
Netaji’s death was announced 
by Japan in an aircrash at T aik- 
hoku on 18 August, 1945, and 
the mystery of his ’death’ has 
remained unresolved till today. 

“We feel that one of the 
important tasks of the National 
Committee should be to take 
all necessary steps to settle 
this matter of great popular 
concern, once and for all.” 

The family members have 
also sought probe into the Rus- 
sian claims of Netaji being 
alive after his publicised date 
of death. 



Hp • 'flu 

^ lo- n A ? 

* >uuuu iviuKnerjee. 

Netaji’s ashes to come home 

■Continued from Page 1 

Bengal Congress leader, and a member of the committee, Ms Mamata 
Banerjee, told The Asian Age, “How can we bring back the ashes when 
we are not sure whether Netaji is alive or dead. This is a very sensitive 
sue and there is a lot of opposition among the people of Bengal to the 
ashes being brought back before it is established whether they are really 
his.” 

Ms Banejee said that “almost everybody” at the meeting agreed that the 
issue shuld not be raised now. She claimed that recent researches in Rus- 
sia had revealed that Netaji was indeed spotted in the erstwhile Soviet 
Union after his supposed death in 1945. 

Meanwhile the committee, headed by the Prime Minister, Mr P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, decided to constitute a subcommittee to go into the pro- 
posals for celebrating Netaji’s birth centenary starting in January 1997. 
Among the proposals that came before the committee was one on cele- 
brating the anniversary in Singapore where Netaji spent a considerable 
amount of time. 


Pranab has 
promised to 
bring Netaji 
ashes home 

By Our Correspondent 

New Delhi, Dec. 5: The external 
affairs minister, Mr Pranab 
Mukherjee, has promised the 
Japanese government that the 
government would bring home the 
ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose, kept in the Renkoji temple 
in Tokyo, according to reliable 
sources. 

Netaji is believed to have died in 
an aircrash on August 18, 1945 
near Taiwan. According to 
sources in the National 
Committee for Birth Centenary 
Celebrations of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, the minister has 
been trying to persuade Netaji’s 
daughter Anita Bose, who is liv- 
ing in Germany, to support his 
case. But she is said to have 
turned him down. The Japanese 
government has been putting pres- 
sure on the Indian government to 
bring the ashes back. 

However, a meeting of the 
National Committee on Birth 
Centenary Celebrations on 
Tuesday cautioned the govern- 
. ment against a hasty decision on 
* the issue. 

Mr Chitta Basu, veteran 
Forward Bloc MP, told the meet- 
ing that the issue was “highly con- 
troversial and should not be 
allowed to cast a cloud on the cen- 
tenary celebrations.” He told The 
*f Asian Age: “It is not for this com- 

t mittee to decide on whether 

Subhas Bose is alive or dead. Or if 
c he is alive where and how.” 

Some relatives of Subhas Bose, 
f opposed to the move, have also 

l written to the committee, saying 

that unless the mystery of his 
death is cleared up, and it is 
i “proved unquetsionably” that the 

j ashes are Netaji’s, it would be 

I “improper” to bring them back. 

■Turn to Page 4 
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Most Immediate 
Parliament Question 
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Ministry oi External. Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


Rajya Sabha Unstarred question No. 1616 
Dy. No. 3037 to be answered on 13. 12.05 
regarding Neta.li ‘ s ashes (Germany) . 


The said question has been transferred to EW 
Division as questions related with EAM’s visit to 
Germany have earlier been answered by them. EW 
Division has accepted the same. 


2. Printed version may s therefore, please be sent 

to EW Division for answering^ 


\ 

\ 



(Jagdlsh Parshad) 
Under Secretary (JK) 
07.12.1995. 


SO (Parliament) 


Most Immediate 
Parliament Question 



Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


Rajya Sabha Unstarred question No. 1616 
Dy. No. 3037 to be answered on 13.12.95 
regarding Neta ji ' s ashes (Germany ) . 


*\ A A A A 


1 The said question has been transferred to EW 
Division as questions related with EAM’s visit to 
Germany have earlier been answered by them. EW 
Division has accepted the same. 

2. Printed version may therefore; please be sent 

to EW Division for answering. 



(Jagdish Parshad) 
Under Secretary (JK) 
07.12.1995. 


SO (Parliament) 
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NEW DELHI - 110 011 


Please find enclosed for action as appropriate a 
copy of letter dated 1.12.1995 addressed to PM by Mrs. 
Chitra Ghosh, International Federation of University 
Women regarding test of urn and contents of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. 



1. Home Secretary 

2. Secretary, Culture 


v/ 3. Dir (FSOI. MEA _ , _ 

PMO U.O. NO. S05/l l/C/13/95-PoKVol.II) dated: 12.12.1995 



INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN 

Hqrs. 37, Qua] Wilson, CH 1201 GENEVA, Switzerland Tel : 022/731 23 80 Fax : 022/738 04 40 


°resident: 19^1995 
3 rof. Chitra Ghosh 
3A Palm Place, Calcutta-700019, India 

Tel : 247 6585/247 0227 Fax : [ + 91 242-65 38 


Secretary 


Secretary Genera / 

Mrs. Dorothy Davies 


December 1, 1995 


To 

The Hon’ble Prime Minister of India 
Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao , 

New Delhi. 


Sir, 


It seems that on the eve of the Centenary Celebrations of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, when the nation is making plans for suitably 
honouring the great leader, controversy as to the ashes at the 
Renkoji Temple is clouding the issue. 

I (youngest daughter of Sarat Chandra Bose) was the first member 
of the family, who had gone to Japan in 1974 and was taken to the 
temple to pay homage to the urn and its contents. There are 
pieces of bones and other remains in it, the sight of which un- 
nerved me and brought pain. But I do feel that time has come to 
arrive at a decision and any test or other means that may lead to 
a conclusive evidence ought to be taken without further delay. 

I trust that the Government of India under your guidance will take 
all possible steps to ensure it. 

Thanking you. 

With respectful regards. 

Yours sincerely. 



MRS CHITRA GHOSH 
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Doctor confirms Ne 


STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 


NEW DELHI, Dec. 11. - The 
doctor who attended on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose states 
categorically that the Indian 
leader died after being involved 
in a plane crash at Taihoku, 
Taiwan on August 18, 1945. 

Mr Asish Ray, India-based 
representative of CNN TV and a 
grand-nephew of Netaji, says it 
was only last month that he 
learnt that Dr Taneyoshi Yoshi- 
mi was alive. With the help of a 
Japanese colleague, Mr Ray says 
he set up an interview with the 
doctor. The transcript of the 
interview with Dr Yoshimi is as 
follows: 

Question: Do you clearly re- 
member the episode of a plane 
crash at Taihoku, in Taiwan on 
August 1 8, 1945? 

Answer: Yes. After lunch there 
was an emergency call from the 
military airport, saying there 


had been a plane accident and 
that there were several 
casualties. And that they were 
being sent to the hospital, so we 
should stand by and be ready to 
attend to them. 

Q: What time of the day was 
this? 

A: May be it was around two 
o’clock. I remember we had just 
had lunch. So it must have been 
around one or two o'clock. 


A: Mr Chandra Bose 
carried to the hospital in a trop 
with other patients. He was 
lifted by eight or ten pejj 
soldiers and nurses, to a r 
His entire body was burnt^® ^ ert 
Colour of his skin was ure Theatre, 
oxidized silver. His haiioiof 
completely burnt. We af' Delhl 
ointment on his skin, gave 
drip, a blood transfusioiation of Critical 
sulphur drugs to p?me-Mr 


INTERVIEW WITH THE DOCTOR 


Q: What was the name of the 
hospital you were working at? 

A: It was the Taihoku Army 
hospital, South Gate Annexe. 
And I was in charge of it. I was 
then a Colonel in the Japanese 
Army. 

Q: If you treated Subhas 
Chandra Bose, can you recall in 
what condition He was brought 
to the hospital and what medical 
efforts were made to save his 
life? 


•r. 

Mner of Police, 
IVapen 565th 
i “Save a life, 
art attack 


infection. 

Q: Was he conscious? 

A: Yes, he was conscic 0n - 3niF , oor 

Q: Since the patien dquarters, 
suffered serious burn in 3 P mt0 
including perhaps on his 1 
and since in any case S 
Chandra Bose had featui |phms a 
sembling an east Asian — ance 
made you sure that the pe by Action 
you were treating was ii c “ tta Deaf 

{. „ ° directed by 

him. huri.Air 

A: A Lieutenant called 


zee cinema 

0900 Goraa 
1200 Banphool 

1515 Jhanak Jhanak Payal 
Baaje 
1800 EL TV 
2215 Anubhav 
0100 Aakhri Daaku 


Force auditorium, 
Subroto Park, Daula 
Kuan, 7 p.m. 

exhibitions 

• Gallery Espace - 

Exhibition of sculpture 
“Sculpture *95“ by 21 
sculptors from all over 
India. LalrtKala 
Academy, Rabindra 
Bhavan, Copernicus 
Marg, 10 a.rmto 7 p.m. 

• Gallery Mirage Exhibition of 

drawings byAmmesh 
Roy, 155, Defence 
Colony Flyover Mkt, 11 
am. to 7 p.m. 

•Art Heritage - Exhibition of 
recent sculpture by R K. 
Tiku, 205, TansenMarg, 
11 am. to 7 p.m. 

• Urusvati Centre For 

Contemporary Art 
Exhibition of graphics, 
F-48, Poorvi Marg, 
Vasant Vihar, 11 a m to 
7 pm. 
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Yogeshwar Varma 
Director (Japan & Koreas) 
East Asia Division 
Tel : 3011356 

No. ^ ( ^'S » | i V j <15 — Tf 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
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December 21 , 1995 


Sub : The last days of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bo se 
: An appeal 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge receipt, of your 
letter dated 19.11.95 addressed to the President of 
India on the above subject. 


With regards. 


Yours sincerely, 


Shri Veerabhadrappa Savadatti 
Freedom Fighter 
Shri Siddharudhama th 
Hubli - 24' 

Karnataka 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 
2-11 Kudan-minami 2-CI 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102 



(03)-3262-2391-7 
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Asahi Shimbun (Evening) December 7. 1995 


Ashes of Chandra Bose mav return to his mother country: 

(Bv Usanai in New Delhi) 


As a top leader of freedom struggle in India, Chandra Bose fought 
against the UK during W.W. II in alliance with Japan. He was killed in an air 
crash and his ashes have been kept at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. Unlike 
previous governments, the present government of India (and leaders), such as 
Foreign Minister Mukherjee, has become more positive about the return of 
Bose's ashes to his mother country in 1996 marking his birth centenary. 

Born in bengal, Bose was a senior leader of the Congress. His 
radical campaign for armed struggle against UK, aroused keen opposition from 
Mahatma Gandhi and other freedom fighters. He tried to achieve goal of 
winning independence in alliance with Japan. However, on August 18, 1945 
he was killed in a plane crash in Taipei. 

In India, there are many people who have not believed his death. 
"We want to get scientific proof that the ashes kept in Tokyo are those of 
Bose's, putting the ashes and teeth through a DNA test", said the relative of 
Bose. 
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THE FOLLOWING IS A TRANSCRIPT OF AN INTERVIEW DONE WITH 
DR TANEYOSHI YOSHIMI ON 9 DECEMBER, 1995. DR YOSHIMI, NOW 82, 

LIVES IN THE MIYAZAKI PREFECTURE OF JAPAN. HE WAS THE DOCTOR 
WHO TREATED NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE AFTER THE LATTER WAS 
INVOLVED, . IN A PLANE CRASH AT TAIHOKU, TAIWAN ON 18 AUGUST, 1945. 

THE INTERVIEW SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. 

QUESTION: DO YOU CLEARLY REMEMBER THE EPISODE OF A PLANE CRASH 
AT TAIHOKU, IN TAIWAN ON 18 AUGUST, 1995? 

DR YOSHIMI: YES. AFTER LUNCH, THERE WAS AN EMERGENCY PHONE CALL 
FROM THE MILITARY AIRPORT, SAYING THERE HAD BEEN A PLANE ACCIDENT 
AND THAT THERE WERE SEVERAL CASUALTIES. AND THAT THE PATIENTS 
WERE BEING SENT TO THE HOSPITAL, SO WE SHOULD STANDBY AND BE 
READY TO ATTEND TO THEM. 

Q: WHAT TIME OF THE DAY WAS THIS? 

DR YOSHIMI: MAY BE, IT WAS AROUND TWO O'CLOCK. I REMEMBER, WE 
HAD JUST HAD LUNCH. SO, IT MUST HAVE BEEN AROUND ONE O'CLOCK OR 
TWO O’CLOCK. 

Q: WHAT WAS THE NAME OF THE HOSPITAL YOU WERE WORKING AT? 

DR YOSHIMI: IT WAS THE TAIHOKU ARMY HOSPITAL, SOUTH GATE ANNEXE. 
AND I WAS IN-CHARGE OF IT. I WAS THEN A COLONEL IN THE JAPANESE 
ARMY . 

Q: IF YOU TREATED SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE, CAN YOU RECALL IN WHAT 
CONDITION HE WAS BROUGHT TO THE HOSPITAL AND WHAT MEDICAL EFFORTS 
WERE MADE TO SAVE HIS LIFE? 

DR YOSHIMI: MR CHANDRA BOSE WAS CARRIED TO THE HOSPITAL IN A 
TRUCK, WITH OTHER PATIENTS. HE WAS THEN LIFTED BY EIGHT OR TEN 
PEOPLE, SOLDIERS AND NURSES, TO A ROOM. HIS ENTIRE BODY WAS 
BURNT. THE COLOUR OF HIS SKIN WAS LIKE OXIDISED SILVER. HIS HAIR 
WAS COMPLETELY BURNT. WE APPLIED OINTMENT ON HIS SKIN. GAVE HIM 
A DRIP, A BLOOD TRANSFUSION AND SULPHUR DRUGS TO PREVENT 
INFECTION. 

Q: WAS HE CONSCIOUS. 

DR YOSHIMI: YES, HE WAS CONSCIOUS. 

Q: SINCE THE PATIENT HAD SUFFERED SERIOUS BURN INJURIES, INCLUDING 
PERHAPS ON HIS FACE - AND SINCE IN ANY CASE SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 
HAD FEATURES RESEMBLING AN EAST ASIAN - WHAT MADE YOU SURE THAT 
THE PERSON YOU WERE TREATING WAS INDEED HIM? 

DR YOSHIMI: A LIEUTENANT CALLED NONOMIYA TOLD ME THIS IS MR CHANDRA 
BOSE, A VERY IMPORTANT PERSON, AND THAT I SHOULD SAVE HIS LIFE 
AT ANY COST. THAT'S HOW I KNEW WHO HE WAS. 
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WHAT ELSE DO YOU REMEMBER? 

DR YOSHIMI: HE WAS IN SEVERE PAIN, BUT HE NEVER COMPLAINED AT 
ANY TIME. HOWEVER, HE ASKED FOR WATER TO DRINK - IN JAPANESE - 
SAYING "MIZU", "MIZU" MANY TIMES. HE PASSED AWAY BEFORE MIDNIGHT, 
POSSIBLY AROUND 11 PM. 

Q: WAS SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE'S ADC, COLONEL HABIBUR RAHMAN PRESENT 
AT THE FORMER'S BEDSIDE WHEN HE PASSED AWAY? 

DR YOSHIMI: YES, THAT'S CORRECT. THERE WAS SOME CONVERSATION 
BETWEEN THE TWO. I COULDN'T MAKE OUT WHAT THEY WERE SAYING, AS 
THEY WERE SPEAKING IN AN INDIAN LANGUAGE. BUT MR BOSE SPOKE VERY 
FEW WORDS. 

Q: AS A DOCTOR, WHAT CHANCE OF A SURVIVAL DID YOU GIVE HIM? 

DR YOSHIMI: FRANKLY SPEAKING, I THOUGHT IT WAS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE. 

HIS BURNS WERE THIRD DEGREE BURNS AND WIDESPREAD. AND IN THOSE DAYS, 
MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY WAS SUCH THAT IF ANYONE HAD THIRD DEGREE BURNS 
OVER MORE THAN ONE THIRD OF THE BODY, HE WOULD NORMALLY HAVE NO 
CHANCE. IT WAS ALMOST CERTAIN HE WOULD DIE. I INSTANTLY RECOGNISED 
THIS THE MOMENT I SAW HIM. 

Q: DID YOU WRITE THE DEATH CERTIFICATE? 

DR YOSHIMI: YES. 

Q: DID YOU WRITE THE NAME OF CHANDRA BOSE IN THE CERTIFICATE? 

DR YOSHIMI: YES. 

Q: COULD YOU HAVE WRITTEN THE NAME "ICHIRO OKURA" IN THE CERTIFICATE 
IN PLACE OF CHANDRA BOSE? 

DR YOSHIMI: NEVER WROTE A CERTIFICATE IN THE NAME OF ICHIRO OKURA. 

THIS IS THE FIRST TIME I HAVE HEARD THIS NAME. 

WHEN IT BECAME OBVIOUS TO DR YOSHIMI THAT NETAJI'S CONDITION WAS 
SINKING, HE SPOKE TO HIM THROUGH AN INTERPRETER, YOSHIKAZU NAKAMURA. 

THE FOLLOWING IS HOW THE CONVERSATION IS REPORTED: 

DR YOSHIMI: WHAT CAN I DO FOR YOU? 

NETAJI: MY MEN (THOSE OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF AZAD HIND 
AND THE AZAD HIND FAUJ) WILL COME LATER, PLEASE TAKE CARE OF THEM. 

HOW IS THE CONDITION OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL SHIDEI (WHO WAS ON THE 
SAME FLIGHT AS NETAJI AND WHO DIED INSTANTANEOUSLY)? I FEEL AS 
IF BLOOD IS RUSHING TO MY HEAD. I WOULD LIKE TO SLEEP A WHILE. „ \ 

(AT THIS STAGE, DR YOSHIMI SAYS HE GAVE HIM AN INJECTION. NETAJI 
FELL ASLEEP. AFTER SOME TIME, HE WAS NO MORE!) 74 
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A double 
appearance 


A NITA PFAFF, daughter of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
and her husband, Martin Pfaff, 
who were scheduled to arrive in 
India as guests of the government 
oh Thursday (Dec. 28) morning, 
have had to change their plans. 
Mrs Pfaff was taken ill just as she 
was getting ready to leave for the 
airport. She might still make it, if 
she is well enough by next week, or 
put off the plans for another vaca- 
tion. 

The Pfaffs, who teach at a Ger- 
man university had been per- 
suaded to visit India during the 
New Year break when External 
Affairs Minister Pranab Mukher- 
jee personally called at their home 
in Augsburg, about 60 km from 
Munich, last October. The idea at 
that time was to invite Anita Pfaff 
for participation in the first meet- 
ing of the National Committee set 
up for the birth centenary celebra- 
tions of Netaji. The committee is 
headed by the Prime Minister. In 
fact, the first meeting had been 
scheduled to be held by the end of 
December to suit the Pfaffs availa- 
bility. 

But as things turned out, the 
government later felt that 
December-end might leave it with 
little time for preparations if the 
centenary celebrations had to be 
launched on Jan. 23. So, the date 
was shifted to Nov. 30. This meet- 
ing could not take place due to the 
passing of Union Minister Dinesh 
Singh, and the inaugural meeting 
of the National Committee was 
finally held on Dec. 5. 

Even this meeting must have 
been hurriedly convened. For 
Netaji’s daughter has been men- 
tioned in the list of members of the 
National Committee in two places. 
Some bumbling bureaucrat not 
particularly knowledgeable even 
about recent history had her listed 
separately at two places — by her 
maiden name (Miss Anita Bose, 
Vienna) and married name (Mrs 
Anita Pfaff, Augsburg, Ger- 
many). The 72-member National 
Committee thus, actually, has 71 
members only. 

Such faux pas apart, the mem- 
bers of the Bose family in Calcutta 
meanwhile wrote a joint letter to 
the Prime Minister saying that it 
was a “national shame” that the 
“mystery” of Netaji’s disappear- 
ance had remained a “mystery” 
even after half a century. They 
urged the government to persuade 
the Russian government to release 
its archival material on the subject 
so that the theory of Netaji’s 
escape to the former Soviet Union, 
as recently indicated by three Cal- 
cutta historians, could be settled 
once for all. 

The committee finally disco- 
vered that it was too early to 
launch the centenary celebrations 
since the actual centenary year 
would begin on Jan. 23, 1997. 
There was no point in advancing 
the date by a whole year, especial- 
ly when it was going to be an elec- 
tion year! ^ 


out greating cards for this Christ- 
mas and the New Year. However, 
the interesting part of these cards 
is that these have been mailed 
from an address in the United 
States of America while the Srina- 
gar address of the sender is printed 
below the text. 

The beautifully printed cards 
carry an appeal couched in the 
form of wishes, as its text: “Dear 
friend, on the joyous occasions of 
Christmas and New Year, the peo- 
ple of Kashmir remember you and 
everybody around you. May this 
Christmas be filled with peace, 
love and joy. And may the New 
Year bring health and happiness to 
everybody around you. Christmas 
is time for giving and prayers. My 
people need your prayers and 
help. 

Remember us in your Christ- 
mas prayers. Your prayers will 
bring the gift of peace, freedom 
and end of repression to my (sic) 
people. God bless you, your fami- 
ly, staff, institution, and nation”. 

It is signed by Shabir Ahmed 
Shah. Bom on June 14, 1954 at 
Kadipora (Anantnag), he was 
arrested at the tender age of 14 
when he organised a demonstra- 
tion against the visit of Sarvodaya 
leader Jay aprakash Narayan to the 
Valley. In 1989, his arrest was a 
volunteer one in the wake of inter- 
necine war between the outfits of 
terrorists. A few months ago he 
was released from detention. He at 
present lives at Rawalpora Col- 
ony, a posh area of Srinagar. 
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